
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
March 21, 2021                                        Fifth Sunday in Lent 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book p. 184. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn: 560 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed     
 

 
Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                          Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 43:1  
Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly     
    people, from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
I love the L , because he has heard 
 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
 

Because he inclined his ear to me, 
 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 
hold on me; 
 I suffered distress and anguish. 
 

Then I called on the name of the L : 
 “O L , I pray, deliver my soul!” 
For you have delivered my soul from death, 
 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly     
    people, from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon 
Your people that we may be governed and preserved ever-



more in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.        

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                 Jeremiah 31:31-34, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                                                    Hebrews 12:2   
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,         
   despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the  
   throne of God.  

 

Epistle                                          Hebrews 5:1-10, on back of bulletin 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                                    Mark 10:45  
           P   Even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,      
           C   and to give his life as a ransom for many.   
 

Holy Gospel                                           Mark 10:35-45, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 



Sit 
Hymn of the Day: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

5 They rise and needs will have 
    My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
    The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 
    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 
From thence might free. 

 
6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 
    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

 

P Heavenly Father, in these Lenten days we ask You to pour 
out Your Holy Spirit upon us to write Your Word on our 
hearts, that we might know You as the God who forgives our 
iniquities and remembers our sins no more. Lord, in Your 
mercy,   

C hear our prayer.   
P Heavenly Father, bless and sustain Matthew, our Synod pres-

ident; Mark, our district president; Robert, our circuit visitor; 
and all pastors, who like us are beset with weakness and daily 
need forgiveness. Keep them faithful in proclaiming Your 
Word. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, Your Son came not to be served but to 

serve. Help us not lord our authority over one another, but 
humbly serve one another in our homes, communities and 
congregation as Christ has so humbly served us. Lord, in 
Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer.  
P Heavenly Father, look in mercy on Joseph and all those to 

whom You have given earthly authority. Guard them from 
the temptation to lord it over us improperly, that they might 
faithfully serve according to Your good and gracious will. 
Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, You watch over, protect and defend us 

through the service of others. Bless, we pray, the men and 
women who serve in our military, police forces and all emer-
gency services who, like Your Son, are often called on to lay 
down their lives for us. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, as Your only begotten Son learned obedi-



ence though what He suffered, we pray that You would bless, 
sustain and relieve Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, 
Don, John, Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, 
Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Jodi, Glenn, Mike, 
Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, Drew, Kathleen, 
Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, Seth, Karen, and all who 
suffer in our midst, that walking the way of the cross with 
Your Son, they may know the fullness of His eternal salva-
tion. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, through the life, death and resurrection of 

Your Son, You have delivered our souls from death, our eyes 
from ever-flowing tears and our feet from stumbling. Comfort 
all who mourn with this truth, that they may not grieve as oth-
ers do who have no such hope. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer.   
P Heavenly Father, You have baptized us with Christ’s Baptism 

to be our God, that we might be Your people. Grant us faith-
fully to drink from His cup in the blessed Sacrament, that He 
might sustain our life in Him with His body and blood. Lord, 
in Your mercy, Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 

grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Benedicamus 

          P Bless we the Lord.  
           C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  
           P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
                   The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto  
                      you.  
                   The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  
                      peace.  
           C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 433 Glory Be to Jesus  

5 Oft as earth exulting         6 Lift we, then, our voices, 
    Wafts its praise on high,      Swell the mighty flood; 
Angel hosts rejoicing  Louder still and louder 
    Make their glad reply.      Praise the precious blood! 

 

        At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does 
not feel comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are wel-
come to depart. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 



and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ran-
som for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the compa-
ny of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever-
more praising You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven  
       and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
       na in the highest. 

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
            the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
C Lord, now let Thou Thy servant depart in peace accord-

ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a 

light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us par-
don and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to for-
sake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C Amen. 

********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expression of 
faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t want to place 
you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before you’ve had opportunity to 
study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregation, we invite you to speak with our pastor about this special 
opportunity, and request that you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Carl Freeman  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Cole Freeman, Kayci Freeman 
 
Organist: John Neumann 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
   Epistle: Hebrews 5:1-10  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 
 
WE PRAY: Gracious Judge, in whose courts the judgment of the world takes 
place, for the visible demonstration of Your mercy toward us in the death of 
Your Son and our Savior on Execution Hill, we offer grateful hearts for our 
own salvation and new life and for the salvation of the whole world; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with do-
minion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

Spring Quarter Portal of Prayers are now available. 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—14   Adult Bible Class—14     Worship—45 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $3,078.00 
Lenten Offerings                        Cristo Rey—$95                                  $  475.00 
Weekly Budget needed                         $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Tuesday     6:30 pm SS Teachers’ meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
      5:15 pm Lenten supper 
      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
                    
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
MARK 10:45 – “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus gives everything He 
has: He gives Himself. That self-giving is the model for our giving in all aspects 
of our lives. In our family, in our church, and in the world at large, Jesus calls 
us to follow His example in self-giving. We can only do this if we are connect-
ed to His self-giving in faith. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 
EASTER LILIES—Today is the last day to purchase an Easter Lily. Cost is 
$9/plant. Please pay Terri Hock. 
 
NOTICE—In light of the very strong feelings about the need and wearing of 
masks, the Stewardship Board has reconsidered the safety of hosting the Easter 
Breakfast and decided to cancel this event. 
 
COUNCIL MINUTES—There is much information in the monthly council 
meeting minutes.  Copies are available by the church mailboxes.  If you would 
like the minutes e-mailed to you, contact Sheila Magerkurth, 309-944-2226 or 
magerkurths@gmail.com. 
 



YOU ARE INVITED to a Wedding Open House for Samantha Welch and 
Hunter Peterson on Saturday, March 27th from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 2815 West 3rd Street, Coal Valley.  Please join us for a pre-
celebration of their wedding on Saturday, April 10th at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Rock Island.  Unfortunately, due to COVID, the wedding will be lim-
ited to our immediate family only.  Samantha and Hunter will be starting their 
new life together in Verona Wisconsin. 
 

CAMP CILICA—The Evangelism board would like to encourage all children 
of St. John’s to consider going to Christian summer camp at CILCA. We will 
pay for 1/2 of the registration fee. This is not only a great time camping, but 
strong Christian faith and values are a part of each day. It is an experience you 
won’t want to miss. Information has been sent home through the SS classes. It is 
also on the bulletin board between the mailboxes. Direct all questions to Paula 
Chapa, Margo Schillinger, or Sandy Rahn. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember the centrality of God’s Word as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for the continued growth of Christ’s Church on earth, that the 
Lord would continue to raise up missionaries according to His good and gra-
cious will. 
  

ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wechsler—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Bob 
and Sherry and ask your blessing on them. 
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Seth Winchell 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 

Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“We affirm again and again that God handmade all people and Jesus died for all 
people. And that means ALL lives are valuable and equally loved.” Michelle 
Bauman, Director of Y4Life for Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Luther-
ans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  
 
“GRIEF 101: How can we help?” 
Tuesday, March 23, 6:30pm 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1450 30th Avenue, East Moline 
(In-person and streamed online) 
 We all face loss daily on some level...loss of health, a job, moving, a 
pet, or death of a loved one.   
 Loss equals change, but at times change is very difficult to face.  As 
Christians who live in the certain and glorious hope of the resurrection and re-
union to come we are blessed with a wonderful perspective to share with those 
who struggle with grief.   
 We all also have family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors who will 
face grief sometime in their lives.  What do we say?  What should we not say?  
How can we care for the grieving?   
 Come learn about the grieving process and how to help others through 
their difficult time.   
 Pastor Umbarger along with Lisa Levy, BSN, RN, hospice nurse and 
grief counselor, will share their gifts with us to give us a little more confidence 
to be servants of the Lord for our grieving brothers and sisters.   
 IN PERSON ATTENDANCE - This workshop will be held in the sanc-
tuary with recommended spacing and using masks.   
 ONLINE STREAMING – This workshop will be streamed to our 
YouTube page, St John’s Lutheran Church East Moline.   
 Please let us know you are coming to the in-person workshop in one of 
the following ways: 

By calling St. John’s Lutheran Church, 792-0755 
Or by emailing Carrie Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com 
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 21, 2021 
Sermon Text: Jeremiah 31:31-34 (Old Testament Reading)  
Other Texts: Hebrews 5:1-10 (Epistle); Mark 10:35-45 (Gospel)   
 

“A New Covenant” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Suffering Servant. 
 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah.”i The prophet Jeremiah proclaims that the Lord will 
establish a new covenant with His people. Of course, the very terminology “new” covenant 
demands that there had to be an “old” covenant first. So we have two contrasting covenants, one 
over, a new one taking its place. Of itself, it is a fairly clear pronouncement and so we get at least 
the basics. But as New Testament Gentile believers, it is helpful to better understand the old 
covenant so that we can better appreciate this promise and its fulfillment in which we stand. 
 
The old covenant was inaugurated with Israel’s Exodus from Egypt, culminating at Mt. Sinai. 
There the LORD spoke to Moses who then passed on to the people all the words of the LORD and 
all the rules He had given, that is, the Ten Commandments and the additional social and 
ceremonial regulations, to which the people answered, “All the words that the LORD has spoken 
we will do.”ii Then Moses, taking the blood of the sacrifices, sprinkled half on the altar, once 
again read the Book of the Covenant to the people, and finally threw the other half of the blood 
upon the people saying, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.”iii With this onetime ceremony, ratified by blood, Israel is truly 
set apart as God’s chosen people, brought into a covenant with Him 
 
When one considers this old covenant, there are two extremes to be avoided. On the one side is 
the idea that it was all law, all commandments and regulations. But this is wrong. To begin, it 
was not them who earned this covenant, but God’s gracious calling of their ancestor Abraham 
that led to it. Even the giving of the Ten Commandments begins with a declaration of His 
gracious action for them, “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery.”iv The Lord’s act of salvation is as the basis for Israel’s obedience: it 
is to be their response to Him and His grace towards them.   
 
Additionally, consider the entire ceremonial system with all of its rules concerning ritual 
cleanliness, along with its many blood sacrifices to atone for sins. They certainly showed God’s 
holiness and His requirement of holiness in His people. But they also proclaimed God’s grace by 
His providing the means necessary for the people could to be forgiven and cleansed to enter His 
presence and receive His blessings. If there was no grace in the old covenant, then that would 
mean that people were saved by their obedience, which flies in the face of all of Scripture and, in 
fact, would mean that no one was saved between Moses and Jesus. This of course is not true, and 
so God’s people of old were saved by His grace through faith just as we are yet today. 
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But that takes us to the other great error which basically says that since grace was present in the 
old covenant, then there is substantial difference between the old and the new covenants as such. 
Yet, if that is the case, it would make the promise of the new covenant an unnecessary one. Far 
worse, it would mean that Jesus’ coming to inaugurate the new covenant would also be 
unnecessary, yes, ultimately meaningless. God forbid we would think such! 
 
But then how is the old covenant gracious, yet the new covenant still better? One thing is how 
the old covenant, while founded on God’s grace and giving salvation through faith, also included 
many temporal, earthly aspects, with the most obvious being their receiving the land of Canaan 
as well as blessings within the land. It is these parts of the covenant that included numerous 
blessings for faithfulness and also curses for unfaithfulness as laid out in Leviticus 26.  
 
Ultimately, these earthly aspects of the old covenant were made with all of Israel, believers and 
unbelievers alike. So it was the people’s disobedience led to the final covenant curse, the loss of 
the land, carried out as the northern kingdom of Israel was completely lost to Assyria and, later, 
the southern kingdom of Judah went into exile in Babylon, just as Jeremiah said, “the covenant 
they broke.”v And though they did return later, they remained under foreign rule, beginning with 
the Persians, curses that the faithful Israelites also experienced. So, while the new covenant has 
no specific earthly blessings for obedience, neither are there any curses. “My kingdom is not of 
this world,”vi declares the Lord. Which is why then Scripture reminds us that Abraham looked 
forward to, not an earthly Promised Land, but that which it foreshadowed, the heavenly realm, 
the city built by God, as did all true believers under the old covenant.vii 
 
Another matter is the limitation of the old covenant. It was formed with Israel alone. While 
Gentiles could be brought into Israel to an extent, such as Ruth, these people needed to basically 
“become Jews,” following the laws of the old covenant, yet they could never become “full 
members.” As an example, remember that Gentiles had a separate court in the temple, which was 
further out than those of the Israelites.  
 
But the new covenant, however, had no such restrictions, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations,”viii further explained by St. Paul when he wrote to the Galatians, “There is neither Jew 
nor Greek…for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”ix The new covenant is for all people! Something 
already prophesied by Jeremiah, with the Lord saying, “a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah.” As the house of Israel was already long gone, this speaking of a 
reunited Israel is Old Testament terminology for the true Israel of God, Israel fulfilled, the 
Christian Church, as Gentiles too become children of Abraham by faith in Christ.x   
 
While more could be said, truly the most important reason for needing a new covenant is that the 
old covenant was always to be temporary. St. Paul reminds us that the old covenant was 
inaugurated 430 years after the promise was given to Jacob, the last of the Patriarchs, a promise 
that went back even further when first given to Isaac and Abraham before him.xi The promise 
that all nations would be blessed through their offspring (singular), the Messiah. The One who 
was promised a couple thousand years earlier still to Adam and Eve, the ancestors of, not only 
the Israelites, but all people. This connects to the unlimited nature of the new covenant 
previously mentioned, that it is for all nations and all peoples, even as it proves that the promise 
of the new covenant was already given long before the old covenant was first established. 
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Yet, there is more to be said on the point of the old covenant being temporary. For consider the 
very sacrifices of the old covenant. Of themselves, these sacrifices were of no more value than 
those offered by the heathen nations. After all, the blood of animals could never truly take away 
the sins of people, which is why they needed to be repeated over and over again, day in, day 
out.xii Consequently, even as these ongoing bloody sacrifices kept the consciousness of sin 
before the people, they also kept pointing forward to the sacrifice which they foreshadowed, the 
future sacrifice by which they gained their effectiveness. Clearly then, that future sacrifice had to 
come, which means the old covenant of shadows would have to pass, being replaced by the new 
covenant that held the substance, the reality, that was foreshadowed in the old. The reality which 
says, “For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”xiii 
 
Jesus is the substance, the Messiah, the Lamb of God. It is His sacrifice on the cross which was 
foreshadowed in the sacrifices of the old covenant and which gave them its power, for His 
sacrifice takes away the sin of the world. All who believe in Him receive the forgiveness of sins 
He won with no further sacrifice ever needed, not by God, nor by them. And this covenant is 
fully one-sided. For God makes it with us in our Baptism, but does not make it dependent upon 
our obedience, but merely upon faith, simply trusting that in Jesus we are forgiven and restored.  
 
It is of course true that we can reject this covenant of grace through unbelief and impenitent sin, 
as faith in forgiveness cannot live within a heart that does not repent, turning from sin. But this 
covenant, though for all, is made with believers only, so the unbelief and sin of others cannot 
impact it. Thus what joy it is to know that the full and free forgiveness is always here, for God 
will not revoke His new covenant which was inaugurated, not by the blood of beasts, but by the 
blood of His Son, whose very blood, along with His body, we receive in the Holy Communion as 
a seal and promise of our being in the covenant. 
 
This covenant in Christ is so wonderful that the Holy Spirit graciously comes to us, dwells 
within us in a glorious mystical union, and writes the law upon our heart. That is, for us in 
Christ, no longer is the law solely an external letter that condemns our sins, but with our sins 
forgiven, the law now becomes a delight to us, a joy for us to do in thanksgiving for God’s grace 
towards us. True, in this life the sinful nature still hates and resists the law. But the new nature, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, has received the power to resist sin and Satan, and so actually begins 
to do the good works God demands, even as Christ’s blood washes away the sin that remains.  
 
No longer do we say, “Know the Lord,” for we know Him not only as holy, but also as gracious, 
merciful, and loving through faith in Christ Jesus. His Word is a feast for us in which we get to 
know Him ever more, trust in Him further, and grow in holiness of life to His glory and the 
benefit of others. Doing such in the certain hope of that eternal Day when we will no longer need 
the mediation of the Word, for then we will know the Lord, not by faith, but by sight! 
 
Praise our dear God for the glory of the new covenant in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!    
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