
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
November 15, 2020   Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book p. 184. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and mer-
ciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                              Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 
Hear my prayer, O L ; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; 
 I ponder the work of your hands. 
I stretch out my hands to you; 
 my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! 
 Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 
For your name’s sake, O L , preserve my life! 
 In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Hear my prayer, O L ; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly 
great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel 
from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found 
wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
First Reading                             Zephaniah 1:7-16, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                                 Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5  
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have  
   washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the  
   Lamb.  
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion.  

 

Epistle                                 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, on back of bulletin 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 



Holy Gospel                                      Matthew 25:14–30, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth 
chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near  

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
5 My Savior paid the debt I owe    6 May Christ our intercessor be 
     And for my sin was smitten;           And through His blood and merit 
   Within the Book of Life I know     Read from His book that we are free 
     My name has now been written.     With all who life inherit. 
   I will not doubt, for I am free,        Then we shall see Him face to face, 
   And Satan cannot threaten me;      With all His saints in that blest place 
     There is no condemnation!              Which He has purchased for us. 

 
7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 
We often tremble on our way 
    In fear and tribulation. 
O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
    From death and ev’ry evil. 

 
Sermon 

 



Prayer of the Church 
 

          P    Almighty God, everlasting Father, You are worthy of being  
          praised for all Your gifts and graces, which You have given to us,  
          Your unworthy people. Hear us this day as we cry to You for  
          mercy toward all people as they have need. 
 
                You have made us Your people and preserved us through the     
          ministry of Your Word and Sacraments. Continue to pour out upon   
          us grace upon grace, that we may be kept in faith and guarded in  
          hope. Make Your Church throughout the world one in doctrine,  
          confession and life, and give to Your Church faithful pastors who  
          will preach and teach Your Word with conviction. Deliver us from  
          confusion and error by the power of Your Holy Spirit, and raise up  
          those who will continue to serve in faithfulness and humility.  
          Deliver all enemies of Your Church and convert their hearts to  
          repentance and faith. Strengthen all Christians in their faith and in  
          their vocation of service as Your children, that we may be obedient  
          to Your Word and receive the salvation of our souls. 
 
                Deliver the nations from oppression and ungodly rulers and  
          governments. Bless all in authority within our own nation, that  
          righteousness may flourish and injustice end. Bless all those places  
          where Your people teach and learn, that our children may honor  
          You, walk in Your commands, and show forth in their lives the  
          fruits of the Spirit. 
 
                Prevent all disaster and calamity, deliver us from war and  
          violence, and spare us from pestilence and internal division. Help  
          us to know and rejoice in the good fruits of the earth that You  
          supply for our common good and fill us with thanksgiving unto  
          You. Bless all noble occupations, and help the arts to flourish, that  
          our lives may be enriched by beauty.  
 
               Receive with our song of praise and sacrifice of thanksgiving  
          the tithes and offerings we bring, that, through good use of the  
          skills, talents, treasure, and time You have given us, You may be  
          glorified in all we are and do. 
 
               Give unity to Your people, that we may not be divided in  
          doctrine or witness, and grant us grace, that we may come to the  
          Lord’s table and receive there the body and blood of our Lord  
          Jesus in sincere repentance and faith.  
 
               Give to the sick healing, to the suffering relief, to the grieving                                               
          hope and to the dying peace. Hear us especially on behalf of those  
          who have requested our prayers, especially Claris, Joseph, Pam,     

          Paula, Jim, Norma, Don, John, Bob, Betty, Dick, Donald, Delores,  
          Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal,  
          Fred, Jodi, Glenda, Glenn, Mike, Virginia, Jim, John,  Marilyn,  
          Casey, Jim, Brian, Drew, Kathleen, Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Car 
          olyn, and Karen. Sustain us in the day of trial, deliver us from all 
          our enemies of body and soul, and keep us steadfast in the day of  
          trouble. 
 
               Grant peace to all who mourn, especially the family and friends  
          of Shirley Dahl. Comfort them with the knowledge that all who die  
          in Christian faith are with You in Paradise and thereby give them  
          hope of their joyful reunion on the day of the resurrection of the  
          body into the fullness of the life everlasting. 
 
               Remembering that here we have no abiding city but heaven is  
          our home, give us Your aid so that we may by true faith and godly  
          life prepare for the coming of our Savior, doing the works You  
          have called us to do and accomplishing Your purpose in our daily  
          lives. Help us to multiply Your mercy by loving our neighbor in  
          need and loving You with all our body, soul, strength and will;  
          through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  
          the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
 

    C Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Benedicamus 
          P Bless we the Lord.  
           C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
            The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto  
                 you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  
                 peace. 
     C Amen. 

 
 

Closing Hymn: 663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray  
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does not feel 
comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are welcome to 
depart. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 
out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by tak-
ing on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 
even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed 
us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heav-
en we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore prais-
ing You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven  
       and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
       na in the highest. 

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
            the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  



     the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
C Lord, now let Thou Thy servant depart in peace accord-

ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us par-
don and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to for-
sake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever . 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C Amen. 
 
 

********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Brad Gehn  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Aaron Raschke   Dave Schmedt 
 
Organist: Carmen Pamperin 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 1:7-16 
   Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
   Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 
 
WE PRAY: Divine Creator, who has made each person on the face of the earth 
unique, help all people on the earth to share Your unique gifts to them with all 
others and so honor and glorify You in the process; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us 
forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—21       Adult Bible Class—11      Worship—48 

 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

  WEEKLY OFFERING 
Offering                                                    $4,370.90 
Weekly income needed per 2020 Budget                        $4,011.98 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     1:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
                     
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
MATTHEW 25:30a – “And cast the worthless servant into the outer dark-
ness.” Why did the worthless servant act the way he did? Because of what he 
believed about the Master. He didn’t trust or love the Master. So, his actions did 
not demonstrate love and trust but rather hate and mistrust. It’s the same with 
us, but in reverse. Since we know our Lord God to be faithful and kind, we de-
sire to serve Him and render faithful service with what He has given us. 
 
THANK YOU to each of the ladies helping out with our worship services; Car-
men Pamperin, Sally Brockway, and Christine Boudro. God surely supplies all 
our needs and even more. 
 
KEEPING CHRIST ON CAMPUS—The Central Illinois District of LCMS 
has important campus ministries at U of I Urbana-Champaign, ISU Normal, 
EIU Charleston, and WIU Macomb. Each year fewer dollars are received for 
this ministry. Your help is vital in keeping contact with students at our universi-
ties. Our Thanksgiving offering  has been designated for this work. Your gener-
ous gifts will help keep this work going. All gifts given by July 1, 2021 will  be 
matched up to $10,000. Place your “Thanksgiving” offering in the plate  found 
in the Narthex or on Thanksgiving Eve. 
 
ADVENT FESTIVAL—Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 28th at 
9 am. We will gather to decorate the church building, and prepare for the Ad-
vent/Christmas season. A box lunch will be served. Please sign-up on the sheet, 
fill out the lunch form (if you plan to stay for lunch) and place in the basket by 
Nov. 22. We will work in a safe manner to help keep everyone healthy. 



FREE NIV STUDY BIBLES– We have 2 used NIV Study Bibles to give away 
to the first who ask. If interested, please see Terri Hock.  
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray:  

MISSION–Thank God THAT He is the God who saves. Pray that all might fear, 
love and trust in Him alone. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Ms. Sandra Rahn—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Sandy and ask 
your blessing on her 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Bob Esterlein  Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  John Neumann  Fred Magerkurth 
Norma Daniels 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 
Dick Fornasiere (brother-in-law of Sherry Wechsler) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders  (President of Iowa East District) 
Donald Gilbert (uncle of Pastor Nerud) 
Glenda Verdick (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Family of Shirley Dahl 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“To be sure, our God Father does not give the vocation of a large family to eve-
ryone. (And, of course, any quantity of family and offspring He bestows is a 
great benefit.) But we need not despise proliferation the way the world does. 
Indeed, we may appreciate and assist our brothers and sisters who engage in this 
holy (and delightful!) calling. And we may also raise our young ones to cherish 
procreation and adoption more than any personal preferences or material pos-
sessions. The blessings of children always outweigh even the burdens!” Rev. 
Michael W. Salemink, Executive Director of Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 
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Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 
Matthew 25:14-30 (Gospel Reading) 
 

“Using Our Talents for King and Kingdom” 
 
Dear saints of God, the heavenly Father’s grace, mercy, and peace fill you and flow forth from 
you through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, especially as the great Day of Judgment approaches. 
 
It is Tuesday afternoon of Passion Week and our Lord continues His extended sermon 
concerning His return for judgment and how we are to live until then. Last week we heard the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins. Now this week we hear Him speak the Parable of the Talents. 
 
Again, this parable deals with the kingdom of heaven, which “will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.”i The man is Jesus and His 
leaving is His removing His visible presence when He ascended into heaven. But now we learn 
that the mission of the kingdom is to continue even though the King is away. Therefore, building 
on the Parable of the Ten Virgins, this parable teaches that the wise are those servants who 
faithfully utilize the talents delivered to them, whereas the foolish do not.   
 
At the time of our Lord, a talent was a monetary unit roughly equal to twenty years of wages for 
a laborer. Thus we see that even the servant who was given “only” one talent received a very 
generous amount! But why does the master give more or less talents to his servants? 
 
Jesus states that the reason the servants received a different amount of talents is based upon their 
ability to properly utilize them. Therefore, far from being harsh or unloving, this is actually the 
height of both wisdom and love. The fact is, despite what our darkened and foolish culture would 
have us believe, is that we are not all alike. Both in the world and in the church there is endless 
variety. But that is intentional, as life is complex and calls for a variety of services and, 
consequently, a variety of corresponding gifts. St. Paul writes of this saying, 

 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good.ii 

 
Just as in daily life, in the business world or wherever, we know that to give someone more than 
they can handle is setting them up for failure, which then often negatively impacts others as well, 
so too is would be a reality in the spiritual realm. The only difference is that the Lord does not 
make those mistakes when He gives out His gifts. He gives to each of His servants exactly what 
they need to carry out the service He has assigned to them. And please note, it is not the amount 
of return that is stressed, but the servant’s faithfulness with what was entrusted to them. “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 
Enter into the joy of your master.”iii 
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And so we see the issue with the servant who received the one talent was not that he didn’t have 
enough, for remember how much a talent was worth! Again, it wasn’t that he was given too 
much to handle, for he received according to his ability. Actually, if he would have received 
more, his unfaithfulness would have only increased. Thus he has no excuse at all.  
 
No. The issue is his lack of faithfulness, proven by his harsh words against his master. “I knew 
you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 
seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 
yours.”iv It is as if the servant said, “You are merciless. You make us do all the work while you 
do nothing, and then you take all that our work has accomplished and give us nothing from it. So 
here, have what you gave me.” 
 
Of course, as with all wickedness and unbelief, the excuse itself condemns him as the master’s 
response shows. If he is such a cruel master, demanding so much, exacting where he has no right 
to do such, the servant should have at least invested the talent so that the master got something 
above and beyond, since that is what the servant himself said the master demanded! And so, like 
the tree that bears no fruit wastes the ground it is in and should be dug up and burned,v so the 
servant who does not use his talent for the service of the master he hates is useless and is to be 
cast out of the kingdom that he did not care enough about to serve. 
 
Dear Christians, it is not uncommon that when people hear this parable they focus on questions 
like, “How many talents do I have?” or “What are my talents?” Now these questions are not in 
and of themselves wrong, but they are not actually what Jesus is teaching here. After all, this 
parable is first and foremost about how one responds to His giving of the gifts, whether in 
faithful service or not. And deeper, it teaches that what leads to either faithfulness or 
unfaithfulness is first and foremost how the servant views the Master! 
 
It has been said that oftentimes a half-truth is more dangerous than an outright lie.  Consider 
Eden. Satan said that if they ate the fruit they would know good and evil.vi Such was actually 
true. He just failed to mention that knowing evil is not a blessing, but a curse, as has been proven 
for the last six-plus thousand years. So also here, there is some truth to the unfaithful servant’s 
statement. After all, did not the servants get assigned work to do? And did not the first two 
servants bring their entire gain back to the master? So is not the slave correct that the master is 
hard, making others do his work, reaping where he has not sown, etc.? 
 
So Satan would have us view our Master, Jesus. He would say, “You are slaves of this Jesus, He 
just profits from whatever your labor brings.” Oh how tempting such is to our Old Adam, which, 
like our forefather Adam after it is named, began to see God as a tightfisted tyrant who was 
withholding good from him. But dear friends, is such an accurate picture of Christ Jesus? Is He 
truly such a harsh, demanding Master? 
 
Reflect for a moment the word translated as “entrusted” and delivered” in this parable,vii each 
time it refers to the master delivering to his servants the talents he entrusted to them. Now 
consider how that same Greek word is used elsewhere. Jesus said concerning Himself, “The Son 
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day 
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rise.”viii And St. Paul clarifies the purpose of Christ being delivered to sinful men saying that He 
“was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”ix   
 
While rightly acknowledging the truth that we are Christ’s slaves and are called to be faithful to 
Him, remember what it cost our Master to elevate us to the level of His slaves. It was the price of 
His bloody death that freed us from the true tyrant, Satan, whose lies would leave us enslaved to 
him, and so to sin, death, and to the outer darkness for all eternity. 
 
The talents that we have, whatever they may be, are delivered to us by Christ. They are His, not 
ours, being entrusted to us. So even according to earthly law of ownership He has every right to 
tell us how to use them and expect that we do such faithfully. There just is no argument at all. 
Yet, let us never forget what is even more important: the One who delivered His talents to us by 
His grace, delivered His life unto death on the cross in order to save us by His grace.   
 
Save us that we might receive gracious rewards for using those talents faithfully in His service, 
“You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.” Even more, save us that we 
might “enter into the joy of our Master,” the joy of Christ Himself, being in His presence in the 
new creation where joy and wonder will know no bounds. That, dear Christians, is what slavery 
to Christ brings, as the slave of Christ is also a child of God and so a royal heir of the heavenly 
kingdom! Servants for the kingdom, yes. But a kingdom for the servants as well! 
 
So consider anew this Master of yours. See Him as not only the giver of all your talents, but as 
the giver of Himself for you that you might receive His talents, receive the high honor of serving 
Him with them, and receive the glorious rewards that He offers His faithful servants. The failure 
to see this truth of the Master being a loving Lord and Savior is why the one talent servant was 
unfaithful, even as realizing it is why the other servants were faithful, and gladly so. 
 
So now we ask ourselves, “Am I using my talents faithfully?” The gifts of mind, body and spirit 
that I have, the position and influence I have been given in family, church, and community, the 
money that has been entrusted to me, the education and training that I have received, truly every 
earthly advantage and blessing that I have, am I using these faithfully? That is, do I see them not 
as mine, but Christ’s, delivered to me to be used for Him and His kingdom? Will I be 
commended? Am I working hard to give my dear Master a 100% return, or am I satisfied with 
less? Do I believe He will be satisfied with such? Or have I buried my talents, using them only 
for my own and my family’s earthly benefit, ignoring the needs of the kingdom: my 
congregation, my fellow believers, and those outside of my own “circle”?   
 
Dear Christians, this parable teaches us that we must not be deluded into thinking that faith is 
mere head knowledge. It reminds us that faithfully using the gifts we have received in service of 
Christ’s kingdom is what saving faith produces. Unfaithfulness in using the gifts delivered to us 
is unfaithfulness to Christ pure and simple. And for such a lazy, useless servant there is no 
entrance into the kingdom since there was no love for the kingdom or her King. We are warned! 
May we repent of all our laziness in using His talents for His service! 
 
But this parable also encourages us with the reminder of what a high, noble honor it is to be 
entrusted with Christ’s talents, even if it is “only” one. It encourages us by reminding us that the 
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outcome isn’t what is critical, Christ takes care of such, but that He only calls us to be faithful to 
Him. In fact, we won’t know the outcome until it is revealed on the Last day! It encourages us by 
reminding us that using our talents is not what saves us, but instead He who gives us the talents 
has already saved us, and He even promises to reward our faithful service beyond the limits of 
our imagination! As Scripture says, “in the Lord your labor is not in vain”!x 
 
May our dear Lord and Master, our precious Savior Christ Jesus, grant us to be faithful servants 
of His kingdom now, and finally bring us into the fullness of His joy forever.  Amen! 

  

 
i Matthew 25:14.  All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii 1 Corinthians 12:4-7. 
iii Matthew 25:21, 23. 
iv Matthew 25:24-25. 
v Cf. Luke 13:6-9. 
vi See Genesis 3. 
vii Vv. 14, 20, 22. 
viii Luke 24:7. 
ix Romans 4:25. 
x 1 Corinthians 15:58. 


