
 

 

HOLY THURSDAY 

 

...HE TOOK BREAD, AND AFTER BLESSING IT 
BROKE IT AND GAVE IT TO THEM, AND SAID, 

“TAKE; THIS IS MY BODY.” 23AND HE TOOK A CUP, 
AND WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THANKS HE GAVE IT 

TO THEM, AND THEY ALL DRANK OF IT. 24AND HE 
SAID TO THEM, “THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE COVE-

NANT, WHICH IS POURED OUT FOR MANY. 

                                                                 MARK 14:22 
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309-949-2516 
April 1, 2021                                    Holy (Maundy) Thursday 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Four, Lutheran Service Book p. 203. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now  
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion! 



6    Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
    Sing Your praise forever.  

 
Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. To-
gether as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake 
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
 

Introit                                                      Psalm 116:1–4; antiphon: v. 5   
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
 our God is merciful. 

I love the Lord, because he has heard 
 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
 

Because he inclined his ear to me, 
 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol 
laid hold on me; 
 I suffered distress and anguish. 
 

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
 “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” 
Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
 our God is merciful.  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a re-
membrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive 
the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of 
Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.        

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                                             Exodus 24:3-11 

 
 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the L  and all 
the just decrees. And all the people answered with one voice and said, 
“All the words that the L  has spoken we will do.” 4And Moses wrote 
down all the words of the L . He rose early in the morning and built 
an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the 
L . 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of 
the blood he threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Cove-
nant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the 
L  has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And Moses took 
the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the 
covenant that the L  has made with you in accordance with all these 
words.” 
 9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his 
feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for 
clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of 
Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank.  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                   Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a    
[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his  
    own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant,  
 so that those who are called may receive the promised  
   eternal inheritance. 
He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever.  

 

Epistle                                                         1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
 

16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the 
blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the 
body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, we who are many are one 
body, for we all partake of the one bread. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                                      John 13:1  
       P   Having loved his own who were in the world,       
       C   he loved them to the end.   
 

Holy Gospel                                                                   Mark 14:12-26 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 14th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

12On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the 
Passover lamb, [Jesus’] disciples said to him, “Where will you have us 
go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13And he sent two of his dis-
ciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of wa-
ter will meet you. Follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the mas-
ter of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15And he will show you a large 
upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” 16And the disci-
ples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and 
they prepared the Passover. 

17And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18And as they 
were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of 
you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19They began to be sor-
rowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20He said to them, 
“It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 
21For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man 
if he had not been born.” 

22And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And he took a 
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank 
of it. 24And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many. 25Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” 

26And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Ol-
ives. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: 445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning  
 

Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P Our Savior Jesus Christ, God provided us with a Passover 
Lamb to save us from eternal death when He sent You into 
the world and sacrificed You on the cross for our sins. Oh, 
work true repentance in our hearts, causing us to make sin-
cere confession of our sins and to believe with joyful trust 
that He has forgiven us for Your sake. May Your body and 
blood, given and shed for our sins and imparted to us here 
this evening in bread and wine in that Supper which com-
memorates Your death, ever nourish our faith, cheer our 
hearts, and strengthen our will to live godly and upright lives. 

 Gracious Lord, drive out all hypocrisy from our hearts, and 
grant to each one a heart truly set upon You and lips that 
make bold and honest declaration of Your name to others. Do 
not allow Satan to rob us of the treasures of heaven by tempt-
ing us to love the treasures and pleasures of this world. As 
You went resolutely forth to meet the enemy, intent on doing 
the Father’s will, so may we be set to obey Him in every-
thing, so that what pleases Him pleases us. By Your Spirit 
help us to watch and pray at all times and to be fully aware of 
the weaknesses of our flesh. And if the time of victory over 
our sinful flesh and the wicked world seems long in coming 
and the evil on every hand depresses us, teach us to find joy 
and courage through believing Your promises of everlasting 
salvation. 

 Precious Redeemer, may Your face that once reflected the 
burden of our sins and the anguish of hell be ever turned to-
ward us in love and tenderness. Let no one in this Christian 
assembly who has known You as Friend and Lord, as well as 
Savior, ever betray Your love. And may the dear blood once 
shed for us be for our sins the perfect cleansing power. Hear 
us to the glory of Your name, O precious Jesus. 

           C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the 
cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again 
and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden 
might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
     God of Sabaoth adored; 
  Heaven and earth with full acclaim 
     shout the glory of Your name.  
  Hosanna in the highest, hosanna to the Lord;  
       Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac 
as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a 
ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You 
spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 
ransom for many. 
 

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abra-
ham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

                 And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.  

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 



C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Hymn: 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect   
 

P Let us pray. 
 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith through-
out our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we 
may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
P  After He had instituted the Lord’s Supper, less than 24 hours  
 remained in the earthly life of our Lord. Events moved rapidly: 
            prayer in Gethsemane, 
                  betrayal by Judas, 
                arrest, mock trial, beatings and scourging, 
                        the trudge to Golgotha, 
                  and execution by crucifixion. 
 
As His life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of 
life to symbolize His purposeful, redemptive suffering and death for us. 
 
Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will have 
the light of life and will never walk in darkness.” The events of Golgotha 
snuffed out the human life of Jesus, the Light of the world. As even crea-
tion was darkened when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and 
remove them.   
 
The missal stand holds our altar book which guides our worship life to-
gether as we sing praises to God. As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not 
heard. As these sounds of joy are removed from our lips, so we remove 
the missal stand.   
 
Jesus’ offered body and His shed blood have been given to us in, with, 
and under the form of bread and wine in this Holy Sacrament. As He was 
removed from us in the grave, so we remove the elements and vessels of 
this Sacrament. 
 
Our lectern and pulpit is where our Lord speaks to us through His Word, 
proclaiming to us the forgiveness of sins that He has won for us. Since 
our Savior’s voice was removed from us in death, so we strip the para-
ments from our lectern and pulpit. 
 
Our altar, which reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice, also serves as a table.  It 
is here where our Lord Jesus serves us as both host and meal at His ban-



quet feast. The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen; materials 
appropriate for feasting with our King. As our King’s body was stripped 
in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of its coverings. 
 
At the conclusion of the Stripping of the Altar, all leave the sanctuary 
in reverent silence. 
 

********************************************************** 
About tonight’s service: 
The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word, mandatum, which 
means “commandment.” This refers to Jesus giving His disciples the new 
command to, “Love one another.” (John 13:34) We truly see such an ex-
ample of love expressed by our Lord humbly washing His disciples’ feet 
and, even more, as He institutes the Holy Communion, giving His true 
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins to His disciples; the for-
giveness He would earn through His suffering and death less than twenty
-four hours later.   
 

The worship services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday are part of the Triduum (“Three days”) and so have a unified 
character. Therefore the first service (Maundy Thursday) will end with 
the post-communion collect and the stripping of the altar. We eagerly 
await the Lord’s Benediction (blessing) on Easter Sunday, when we cele-
brate His rising in glorious triumph over death, proving that the heavenly 
Father has accepted His sacrifice for our sins.  
********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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Your are invited to join our worship tomorrow evening at 7 pm 
for the Good Friday service. 
 
Easter Divine Service with Holy Communion will begin at 7 
am this Sunday. (We ask all wear masks and social distance at 
this service. If you have a health issue that prevents the wear-
ing of a mask, please make social distancing a priority.) 
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Holy (Maundy) Thursday 
April 1, 2021 
Revelation 3:14-22 
 

“To the Church in Laodicea (and to Us)” 
 
Dear Christians, grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s creation, even the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Tonight we come to the last of the seven churches to which the risen and ascended Jesus had the 
Apostle John write, Laodicea. To begin with a bit of “Bible trivia,” Laodicea is the only one of 
the seven churches that is mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, in St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
as Colossae was only twelve miles east.i It was a little over forty miles to the southeast of 
Philadelphia, having been built by the Greek Seleucid king Antiochus II around 258 BC in honor 
of his wife Laodice. After some transitions, in 133 BC it fell under Roman rule. Being at the 
juncture of two important trade routes it became the wealthiest city in the region. In fact, it was 
so wealthy that when a major earthquake leveled it in 60 AD the inhabitants declined imperial 
assistance and rebuilt it on their own! 
 
One of Laodicea’s major products was fine black wool from their many flocks of sheep, which 
were woven into garments. The ancient god of healing Men Carou, by this time identified with 
Zeus, was worshiped here so there was a medical school that was especially known for its salves 
for the eyes. It also was a center for a developing cult of emperor worship. In other words, 
Laodicea was a fine example of a thriving city in the late first century Roman Empire. 
 
Sadly, the adjective “thriving” could not be used to describe the Christian church in Laodicea. If 
you recall, last week when we heard Jesus’ letter to the church in Philadelphia, we commented 
that it was the only letter that held no specific condemnations for sins or heresies. Philadelphia 
was the “good example” church. The church in Laodicea was just the opposite. There are no 
commendations whatsoever for them, only harsh warnings to truly repent and change their ways. 
Therefore, to put the best construction on it, Laodicea is a good “bad example” church. And just 
as we are called to imitate the Philadelphian Christians, so are we called to not imitate the 
Christians in Laodicea. 
 
Our Lord calls the Laodicean Christians, “lukewarm,” and it is very clear that He despises such a 
state. The world of unbelievers, those whose hearts are cold as they have never been heated by 
the Gospel, are actually viewed in a more positive light than these lukewarm Christians. While at 
first this seems hard to understand, consider the reality. Christ sends His Gospel out to those who 
are cold in their unbelief, converting them, giving them a new spiritual life, which is filled with a 
heated zeal to serve Him faithfully in mission and service to others. So, while it is true that in 
their state of unbelief they are God’s enemies, they are also the ones He died for and for whom 
He desires nothing more than their salvation.   
 
But what about those whose heated zeal has died down, thus becoming lukewarm? Their faith is 
sitting on simmer on a backburner and is getting cooler all the time. And with their faith cooling, 
so too is the active Christian life to which they have been called. Those in this state have become 
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nauseating to the Lord, just as tepid water is in the mouth. And when that last spark of faith is 
finally extinguished, He will vomit them out from His gracious presence, a state that is actually 
worse than before they were first converted. Recall Jesus’ judgment on such as these:  
 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under people’s feet.”ii 
 
[And so St. Peter warns:] For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the 
world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than 
the first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them. What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog 
returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in 
the mire.”iii 

 
Of course if you had talked to the Laodiceans, you would have heard a different story. They 
would have told you “I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.”iv They would have 
mentioned how they were hardworking members of the community, good citizens of the nation, 
upholders of civil morality, and family oriented people. They would have showed you their 
earthly blessings as proof that God was happy with them. Oh how the Lord’s letter must have 
smacked them in the face with a sharp dose of divine judgment concerning their spiritual state.   
 
“Wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”v These are the words the Lord uses to describe their 
condition; terms that can be used even for outright unbelievers. The Laodiceans were nearly 
spiritually dead, and yet not only were they completely blind to the lowness of their spiritual 
state, they actually believed they were good quality, upstanding Christians. They were parading 
around in their glorious robes of being a “good person,” but like “the emperor with his new 
clothes” there was really nothing there. So they testified to but a sham Christianity, and by such 
put a putrid taste in the mouth of the One who bled and died for them. 
 
Laodicea was in terrible shape and we can only hope that this letter and faithful preaching and 
teaching by the angel of the church, its pastor, broke through their deaf ears and blind eyes, 
bringing renewed life to them before their spiritual life was fully lost. No doubt some were 
revived and were saved while others were not and so were condemned. While we do care, 
ultimately such is past. The big question for us is, “Do we have any Laodicea in us?”  
 
So let’s see. Do we ever equate being a hardworking person, a patriotic citizen, a devoted family 
member, and an overall morally decent individual who gives an acknowledgement of God with 
being a good Christian? While seemingly good, this purely civil and external understanding of 
being a Christian actually leads to a “go along, get along” mentality with the world. Not every 
aspect, of course. Oh we might well condemn certain things that are openly immoral or wicked 
with all our heart, and rightly so. But such then only make us feel all the more Christian!  
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Fellow believers, the world is not only openly moral and wicked! Paul warns us that Satan, the 
ruler and god of this world, can disguise himself as an angel of light!vi So too then can this world 
and its inhabitants offer a seeming goodness, yes, a holiness that can attract us, such as the very 
things mentioned: being a hardworking person, a patriotic citizen, a devoted family member, and 
an overall morally decent individual. But while these are important for society, and believers 
should be faithful family members, hard workers, loyal citizens, and morally upright individuals, 
these things cannot be directly equated with saving faith in Christ as non-Christians can also do 
such! So by our associating Christianity with these, our actual faith becomes increasingly 
lukewarm as we are being blinded to the true recognition of sin and holiness and, with that, true 
repentance and faith, which finally leads to being spit out by the Lord Christ.  
 
Although this disgust built up in the Lord over the lack of faithfulness and true Christian life in 
the members of the congregation at Laodicea, He still looked for their salvation. Even His harsh 
words, “I am about to spit you out”, show His grace since He is giving them an advanced 
warning, which is meant to lead them to true repentance with its corresponding zealousness for 
the Lord and His Word and mission. Thus He will bring discipline, as harsh as necessary, on 
those whom He loves,vii working to bring His people back to their senses so they see their sickly 
spiritual condition and repent of their lazy faith and foolish ideas of self-sufficiency because they 
have earthly things and are “good” people. Yes, the Laodiceans needed Jesus! 
 
And so, my friends, do we need Jesus and the gifts He gives. We need from Him the purified 
gold of the Gospel which makes us rich in spirit, rich for eternity, the white cloak of 
righteousness He places on us, cleansed from our sins even as His holiness covers us, the eye 
salve which removes our spiritual blindness, so that we see our pitiful, sick condition, and so to 
come to Him and be healed and restored. Yes, we need Him to stop our faith from growing 
lukewarm and finally dying out by filling us with heated zeal to hear His Word, to bring it to 
others, and to live according to His will, not only externally, but from the heart of faith, for only 
such works are pleasing to Him.viii Yes we need Him, and He knows that. So He comes to us. 
 
The imagery the Lord uses in this letter, of His knocking at the door, has been immortalized in 
paintings. Here the Lord, in His mercy, knocks on the door of the heart of His people who have 
been slowly, but surely, closing the door on Him. And so Christ our Lord continues to come 
knocking at the door of our hearts. He does so through His Word, doing so again this evening. 
He also comes in a very special way. Tonight, we celebrate Holy Thursday, the night that our 
Lord instituted His Supper. Here He knocks in a way that is both gentle and firm. Gentle in the 
incredible love evident as He gives us His body and blood willingly offered and shed on the 
cross for our salvation. Firm in the fact that this meal proves that nothing, not humiliation, not 
agonizing death, not the very forces of hell, could turn Him away from His mission to pay the 
price of our sins for us and so save us. A price paid by His death; a victory won proven by His 
resurrection; a meal now given in which we receive both the price paid, His very body and 
blood, and the benefits of His victory: the forgiveness of our sins and so salvation.   
 
Dear Christians, do not close your hearts’ doors upon your Savior. Heed His voice and open it 
wide and enjoy to the fullest His dining with you, that is, beautiful fellowship between your soul 
and Jesus your dearest Friend. A fellowship that will culminate in His giving to you your own 
exaltation with Him, sharing with the ascended Lord in His eternal rule, restored to the dominion 
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over creation which Adam, by his rebellion mostly lost, and which Christ, the second Adam, by 
His perfect obedience, even unto death upon a cross, fully restored for all who are His.   
 
God make us to be hot once more in our faith and serious about our Christian life, and so attain 
the great spiritual blessings He would give us now, and the great honor that awaits us in glory.  
Amen!  

 
        
  

 
i Colossians 2:1; 4:13, 15, 16.  
ii Matthew 5:13. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii 2 Peter 2:20-22. 
iv Revelation 3:17. 
v Ibid. 
vi 2 Corinthians 11:14. See also John 12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4. 
vii Cf. Hebrews 12:5-11. 
viii Hebrews 11:6. 


