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June 20, 2021                          Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
*********************************************************** 

Divine Service Three (Lutheran Service Book, p. 184) 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  
 
Invocation and Versicles (p. 184) 
 
Introit                                                   Psalm 107:29–32; antiphon: v. 28     

Then they cried to the L  in their trouble, 
 and he delivered them from their distress. 
He made the storm be still, 
 and the waves of the sea were hushed. 
 

Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, 
 and he brought them to their desired haven. 
Let them thank the L  for his steadfast love, 
 for his wondrous works to the children of men! 
 

Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 
 and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 
Then they cried to the L  in their trouble, 
 and he delivered them from their distress. 
 

Gloria Patri (p. 186) 
 
Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, in Your mercy guide the course of this world 
so that Your Church may joyfully serve You in godly peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. (sung) 
 

Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
Hymn of the Day: 726 Evening and Morning 
 
Sermon 
 
Offertory (p. 192) 
 
Presentation of the Offering 

Prayer of the Church 
After each petition: 
P … let us pray to the Lord:    
C Lord, have mercy.  
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
Service of the Sacrament (p. 194) 
 
Distribution Hymns: 
 618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table  
 569 In Adam We Have All Been One 
 
Nunc Dimittis (p. 199) 
 
Hymn to Depart: 783 Take My Life and Let It Be  
  
********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Carl Freeman  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Kayci Freeman 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Job 38:1-11 
   Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
   Holy Gospel: Mark 4:35-41 
 

WE PRAY: Jesus Christ, Lord of the wind and the waves, comfort us in the 
vicissitudes of life, protect us in all times of trial, console us in all times of 
grief, and reassure us in all times of fear, that our passage to the safe harbor be 
made with us remembering that You are Captain of our ship; who with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab. 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—11   Adult Bible Class—10     Worship—62 

 
   OFFERING 

Offering  last week                                                  $3,131.26 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                        1—4:00 pm Open House for Sarah Nerud 
      5:45 pm Vacation Bible School 
Mon.-Thursday     5:45 pm Vacation Bible School 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship         
        
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
Mark 4:40 – “He said to them, ‘Why are you so afraid? Have you still no 
faith?’ ” Faith means trust. If we trust the Lord, what do we have to be afraid 
of? Isn’t it fear that holds us back in our stewardship? Isn’t it fear that stops us 
from following the Lord’s Word to give generously toward His work in the 
Church? Well then, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” The Lord 
has proved His trustworthiness by His cross. You can trust Him. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service. Thank you for your help. 
 
OPEN HOUSE—All are invited to join us this afternoon to celebrate the 
graduation of Sarah Nerud. Your presence will make this day extra spe-
cial for us. The Open House will go from 1:00—4:00 pm in St. John’s 
Fellowship Hall. We hope to see you. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL begins tonight and goes through Thursday. A 
light supper will be served at 5:45 pm. Bring your children or grandchildren, 
friends and neighbors.  
 
CHRISTIAN CONFESSION IN AN AGE OF SEXUAL CONFUSION—
The new federal administration has reimposed government policies at odds with 
historic Judeo-Christian positions regarding abortion, marriage, sex and gender. 
More pressing than political matters is the wide spread confusion in American 
culture regarding sex, marriage and gender which greatly complicates Christian 
life and witness. This Seminar prepares Christians to advocate confidently, pur-
posefully and positively for the biblical vision of human sexuality within their 
families and in the public square not merely on religious freedom grounds, but 
as a matter of common sense, compassion and human flourishing. 



 This conference is Saturday, August 28, 2021 from 8:15 AM — 3:15 
PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1122 W. Central Park Ave, Davenport IA. Reg-
istration cost will be covered by St. John’s. More information can be gotten 
from  Terri Hock. Register in the church office. 
 
SUMMER IS HERE—It is so easy to get involved with many outside activi-
ties and events, vacations, and extra work. Don’t let these steal away time with 
your Heavenly Father. Set aside time to read and meditate on His word. Spend 
time in conversation with Him in prayer. Don’t just speak but also listen. Make 
regular worship a weekly priority.  
 Summer is great for those extra warm weather fun activities but, they 
are not worth losing touch with your Lord. Keep God a priority in your daily 
lives. After all, God does not take a break from loving and caring for you! 
 
LAST CHANCE TO ORDERED YOUR ENCHILADAS from Christ The 
King Lutheran Church. The cost is $15/doz. You may choose either chicken or 
beef. Pick up is June 26 between 1 and 2 pm at the church (1301 19th St. East 
Moline, IL). To order call: Jose Nunez at 309-373-1788. These are authentic 
and so good! 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work in the Dominican Republic as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray that God would raise up many Lutheran school teachers and 
school administrators—especially from among the Dominican congregations—
to meet the needs of the large number of eager students. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Sara Yerkey—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Sara, Claire, and 
Emma and ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Paula Chapa  
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Betty Firch  John Erdman  Carolyn Werner 
Linda Aper  Marilyn Woods Don Hock 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 

Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Karrie Wiese (cousin of Pastor Nerud) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“The dad who keeps his eyes focused on Christ, prays for his children and ex-
presses his unconditional love for his kids, will, in the end, have been a good 
father and be blessed with adult children who will always be grateful for the dad 
God gave them.” Abbot Tryphon – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lu-
theransforlife.org 
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 20, 2021 
Sermon Text: Job 38:1-11 (Old Testament)  
Other Texts: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (Epistle); Mark 4:35-41 (Gospel)  
 

“Learning from Job” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in the Christ Jesus. 
 
Job lived sometime in 2200-1800 BC, dwelling in the land of Uz, east of the Jordan River. He 
was married and had seven sons and three daughters, and we note that his family was close both 
physically, but also emotionally. He was very wealthy, having great numbers of livestock and 
very many servants and so Scripture records of him, “this man was the greatest of all the people 
of the east.”i He is also mentioned in later books of the Bible, by both the prophet Ezekiel and 
James, where he is noted for his righteousness and steadfastness respectively.ii Perhaps the most 
important thing to be said of him is what is recorded in the very first verse, Job “was blameless 
and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.”iii  
 
All seemed well until, in one day, one messenger after another came, each a sole survivor who 
appeared even before the previous one was finished, bringing Job news of a new calamity: two 
groups of enemy raiders stealing his livestock and killing his servants, fire from God (either 
lightening or volcanic activity) destroying more livestock and servants, and finally the loss of all 
his children in one horrific accident caused by a terrible windstorm. Truly this would have been 
enough to cause Job to give up on God’s goodness, right? Yet he responds to all this, yes with 
great sorrow as demonstrated by his tearing his robe and shaving his head,iv but in even greater 
faith. Because after all this happens he falls to the ground and worships God saying,  
 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD 
 gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”v 
  

Yet, though seemingly impossible, things for Job go from tragic to horrific. For not long after 
this Job is inflicted with a terrible disease, his body covered with painful, oozing ulcers, and he 
becomes so disfigured people can barely recognize him anymore.vi At this point, no doubt in part 
due to enduring her own losses, even Job’s wife, who was created to be his helpmate, says to 
him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.”vii Yet, as his last earthly support 
fails, Job amazingly says, “‘You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we 
receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?’”viii 
 
Then three of Job’s friends come to show him sympathy and bring him some comfort. Seeing 
him, they weep, tear their own robes, put dust on their own heads, and just sit in silence with him 
for seven days and nights, offering what we might call “the ministry of presence,” that is, just 
being present with him so that he is not alone. At last, Job will receive that support and 
encouragement he so desperately needs! So in anguish he curses the day he was born, wishing he 
would have been stillborn, lamenting that God has become his enemy, and he doesn’t know why.   
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And then something happens that makes it even worse still for poor, suffering Job: his friends 
open up their mouths. For now, acting as armchair theologians, they begin to diagnose the reason 
for Job’s horrific suffering. Their eminent conclusion: Job must confess the terrible sin he has 
committed that brought God’s punishment upon him!  
 
So not only does Job have to bear with all his pains of body and soul, his horrific grief over 
losing everything, including his soulmate in his time of greatest need, now his “friends” tell him 
that all of his suffering is really his own fault! And the more Job tries to state his innocence, the 
more they accuse him of basically being a liar who is trying to cover up his sin and even blame 
God for what is “obviously” his own filthy fault. (So we see that the idea that anytime someone 
tries to defend themselves they are actually “getting defensive,” and that such is an indicator of 
some personality problem or hidden guilt, is seen as rather questionable at best.) 
 
Now the longest part of the book of Job ensues, diatribes by all the speakers, which becomes 
increasingly hostile. Job continues to cry out that he does not deserve his suffering, that his 
friends’ judgement of him is wrong and so they’re causing more harm than good, and that God is 
treating him unfairly, cruelly even, and he just wishes he could speak with God to plead his case. 
His friends, with intensifying venom against Job’s “lack of repentance,” ever remind him that 
God rewards righteousness and punishes wickedness, therefore Job is only increasing his sin by 
denying the sin which brought upon him God’s righteous punishment in the first place. 
 
After hearing numerous times from Job, the three “miserable comforters,” and even from one 
other who had come with them but remained silent for much of the time, we finally hear from 
One more who has been listening all along. Thus Job finally gets what he had asked for: God 
now speaks to him. But it isn’t what Job expected at all when from the whirlwind He says, 
 

“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action 
like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. “Where were you 
when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.”ix 
  

The main point, of course, was that Job did not have understanding. Nor did the others, 
especially the three who dared to speak for God. It is important for us to remember that we know 
something that neither Job nor the others were aware of, that the source of all of Job’s sufferings 
was a challenge made by Satan to God. What was this challenge? That the only reason Job and, 
for that matter, any person serves God is because he rewards and blesses obedience and punishes 
disobedience. In other words, believers avoid doing bad so as not to receive bad from God and, 
on the flip-side, we do good to get the good (the goods!) from Him. Simply put, we do not truly 
serve God out of fear, love and trust, but are little better than mercenaries in our service to God!  
 
Dear Christians, this accusation of Satan, sounding so horrific to our ears, is the very thing that 
Job’s friends taught, the very reason they accused Job of sin! They understood God’s justice 
within a simple cause and effect mentality. They saw Job’s great suffering and so just assumed 
he did something to deserve such; nothing else was possible in their minds. But more, they 
wanted to hear Job confess his sin, not because they were interested in his dirty laundry, but to 
calm their own fears! After all, if Job really was innocent of some secret sin, if he really was 
suffering unjustly as he claimed, then they were not in control of their fortunes as they believed. 
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Then they too could experience terrible suffering without “deserving” it. That means God was no 
longer in a box; they could not control Him by their actions. And that thought terrified them! 
And it can terrify us as well, for we are reminded that we do not control God, and while He is 
just, His justice quite often goes way beyond our simplistic understanding of tit-for-tat. 
 
So Job teaches us to not climb into heaven and determine the “why’s” for all that happens in this 
life. It reminds us to not give simplistic answers to things that are, simply put, completely 
beyond us. Most of all, while acknowledging that God does often bless obedience and that sin 
often brings consequences, clearly not every bit of suffering we face is a direct consequence for 
some specific sin, nor does obedience keep all suffering away. For look how believers are called 
to bear the cross even as the wicked often thrive in this life. Job keeps us from assuming those 
suffering must “deserve” it, whether ourselves or others. Job stop us from causing more hurt as 
Job’s friends did to him, by condemning others or beating up ourselves as we try to figure out 
“what sin we committed” that has brought this suffering upon us.   
 
Job reveals a warning to us: Satan still prowls to and fro seeking to harm us in body and soul 
with the goal of getting us to give up on God by losing faith in His enduring love and care. Yet it 
also reveals two great, comforting truths. First, while we see that at times God does permit Satan 
to attack, we also see that He sets definite limits which Satan cannot cross. Thus God’s promise 
that we will never be tempted beyond what we can endure is seen in action in Job.x Second, the 
book shows an example of God’s promise that while suffering is real, God works all things work 
for the good of those who love Him.xi   
 
Friends in Christ, the book of Job reveals that God is God, and we’re not. Like Job, we weren’t 
there when God created the world and organized it during the first week. And even if we were, 
we could only join with the angels in praising Him for His mighty works.xii He is the Creator, we 
are but His creatures. His ways are higher than our ways, so we dare not assume to know His 
thoughts and plans, nor should we presume to tell Him how He should run things, something we 
are always tempted to do, especially in the midst of the cross and trials.  
 
Yet, we do not fear and despair. For while God is unsearchable in His being, and much of how 
He works remains a dark mystery, yet something is revealed as bright as the shining sun: His 
love, forgiveness, and our eternal salvation. God humbles Job, yet He does so that Job will 
humble himself in repentance. And when God brings Job to repentance, He forgives Him, 
restores him. He does such for the sake of the One whom Job longed for, the One who would 
stand between God and him as a mediator, His redeemer.  
 
And that One is none other than the incarnate Son of God, Christ Jesus, who pleaded to the 
Father for Job in view of His suffering and death as Job’s substitute. Job was even permitted to 
foreshadow his Redeemer, by sacrificing and praying for his three friends whom God was very 
angry with for speaking so foolishly of Him to Job. And God accepted Job’s sacrifice and 
prayers for them, forgiving them, for Job was doing such in light of his Redeemer, whom he 
knew he would see with his own resurrected eyes.  
 
Dear Christians, we too question God, His control of things, His love for us. But He is the 
Creator; and on the day of Judgement we will see Him face-to-face, and we will be brought to 
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our knees. But it need not be in terror, but in worship. For this fearsome Creator is our dearest 
Savior, in whom we have forgiveness of sins, mercy, and the promise of eternal life in the glories 
of heaven. So like Job, prove Satan wrong by serving God rightly. Doing such, not to get 
something from Him, but out of fear, love, and trust as is right since He is our maker. Yet, do 
such gladly knowing that He is your Redeemer, and that, with Job, He will raise your body and 
shower upon you glories far beyond any suffering He has called you to endure here on earth.  
 
Confident in God’s mercy and promises, may His Spirit fill us with the steadfastness of Job. 
Amen! 
 

 

 
i Job 1:3. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii Ezekiel 14:14; James 5:11. 
iii Job 1:1. 
iv Signs of great grief in his culture and time period. 
v Job 1:21. 
vi Job 2:12. 
vii Job 2:9. 
viii Job 2:10. 
ix Job 38:2-4. 
x Job 1:12; 2:6; 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
xi Romans 8:28. 
xii Job 38:7. 


