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Hymn of Invocation: 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair 

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 50:1-6  
1The Mighty One, God the L , speaks and sum-mons the    
    earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
 
2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
 
3Our God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a  
    devouring fire, around him a mighty tempest. 
 
4He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that he  
    may judge his people: 
 
5“Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with  
    me by sacrifice!” 
 
6The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is  
    judge!  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

The Readings 
Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading                      2 Kings 2:1-12, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Epistle                          2 Corinthians 3:12-13; 4:1-6, on back of bulletin 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand  
Verse of the Day                                                                                           Psalm 45:2a               

           P   Alleluia. You are the most handsome of the sons of men;              
           C   grace is poured upon your lips. Alleluia. 



Holy Gospel                                                Mark 9:2-9, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Catechism 
     Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

          The Close of the Commandments 
What does God say about all these commandments? 
He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thou-
sand generations of those who love Me and keep My com-
mandments.” (Exodus 20:5–6) 
 

What does this mean? 
God threatens to punish all who break these commandments. 
Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything 
against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all 
who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also 
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Office Hymn: 414 ’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here     



Sermon 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 P    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and   
                   for all people according to their needs.   

      P   Heavenly Father, You revealed Your glory in the transfigura-
 tion of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who tabernacled 
 among us in the flesh. Open our eyes of faith, that we would 
 see Him continuing to tabernacle among us here in the means 
 of grace, and that we would heed Your admonition to “listen 
 to Him” as He forgives and preserves us at the font, pulpit 
 and altar. Lord, in Your mercy,     

C hear our prayer.   
P Holy Father, with the appearance of Moses and Elijah at our 

Lord’s glorious transfiguration, You reveal to us that all the 
Law and the prophets are fulfilled in Him. Send Your bless-
ing upon all pastors and servants of Your Church, that all 
their preaching and teaching would flow from the right un-
derstanding that all Holy Scripture testifies of Christ and all 
that He has done, and continues to do, for our eternal salva-
tion. Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer.  
P Gracious Father, from whom every fatherhood under heaven 

is named, support and bless every Christian home, that hus-
bands and wives would be devoted to one another and par-
ents would pass on the faith to their children by word and 
deed. Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty Father, You alone establish all authority on earth. 

Bless those entrusted with this responsibility both here and 
abroad, that they would serve with integrity and honor and 

for the well-being of all. Lord, in Your mercy,    
C hear our prayer. 
P Merciful Father, graciously comfort and strengthen those 

who are sick, hospitalized or enduring ongoing treatment, 
especially Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, Don, 
John, Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, 
Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Carol, Fred, Jodi, 
Glenn, Mike, Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, 
Drew, Kathleen, Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, and      
Karen, that they would know Your peace and receive healing 
and relief according to Your gracious will. Be with those 
who are lonely, depressed or mentally ill. Surround them 
with those who know Your redeeming love and will merci-
fully care for them. Grant steadfastness to those near death, 
comfort to those who grieve and the sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection to all Your children. Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember on this 

day the glorious manifestation of Your Son’s divinity on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. Teach us to listen to Jesus and ev-
er fix our eyes on Him and His innocent suffering and death 
for our forgiveness. By Your grace and mercy, strengthen us 
to remain faithful in all circumstances of trial, temptation and 
persecution. Preserve us to the end, that we may die a blessed 
death believing in Your beloved Son, with whom You are 
well pleased and so finally be raised unto glory with Him; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   

C Amen.  
 

Collect of the Day 
P O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son 

You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of 
Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright 
cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. 
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and 
bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Church 
P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and 

the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word 
may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 



the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in stead-
fast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your 
name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn to Depart: 417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness  
 

 
Silent Prayer 
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The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 14, 2021 
Mark 9:2-9 (Gospel Reading) 
 

“Christ’s Glory, Our Glory” 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the radiance of 
the Father’s glory.i     
 
As I mentioned a few weeks ago at the beginning, the Epiphany season emphasizes how that 
baby born of Mary, that man, Jesus of Nazareth, is the eternal Son of God, as seen by His 
receiving worship from the wise men, His teaching with great authority, and by His miracles. 
With that understanding in mind, it is easy to see why Lutherans celebrate the Transfiguration as 
the last Sunday of the Epiphany season.ii For what declares the full divinity of Jesus more than 
His shining in heavenly radiance? What declares the fully divinity of Jesus more than having 
Moses and Elijah with Him, yet fully subordinate to Him, representing how the Old Testament 
Scriptures, the Law and the Prophets, point to Him and, even more, are fulfilled in Him? What 
declares the full divinity of Jesus more than God the Father once again declaring the truth that 
He first spoke at Jesus’ Baptism, “This is my beloved Son”?iii   
 
Yes, Jesus’ transfiguration is a visible confirmation of what the angel Gabriel announced to 
Mary some thirty years earlier, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”iv 
Jesus’ glorious transfiguration is a “proof positive” of His being the Son of God, God in human 
flesh, as the hymn says, “God in man made manifest.”v    
 
So let us consider that fact. Jesus is God, the eternal Son, the Second Person of the most blessed 
and Holy Trinity. Scripture says of Jesus, “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible…all things were created through him and for him. And he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.”vi That is what we confess in the Nicene Creed, 
that Jesus is the One by whom all things were made, for He is the almighty creating Word of the 
Father.vii That means that Jesus, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is the One in whom we live 
and move and have our being.viii   
 
Dear Christians, be warned. Jesus will not be a trinket that decorates our lives, but which makes 
no real impact on us, a mere cross necklace for looks. Jesus is God, as seen at His 
transfiguration. Thus He is the One who gives and the One who takes away.ix It is He of whom 
King David wrote, “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 
quickly kindled.”x Jesus will not be on the back-burner. He will not be a knick-knack, pulled 
down and dusted off on Sunday morning, maybe a few other times, and then placed back on the 
shelf for the rest of the week, safely out of our minds, out of our lives. He will not accept being 
anything less than our God and the Lord of our entire existence, for He is the giver and sustainer 
of that existence. 
 
Certainly Jesus, being God, should not, and will not, play second fiddle to anything. He says in 
no uncertain terms, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and 
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wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my 
disciple.”xi Family must not be before Him which means what He says in His Word as that is 
where He comes to us, speaks to us. Our own life must not come before Him, including our 
health. Yes, even concerning COVID we must not let our health become an idol, as so many not 
only choose to stay away from public worship, but will not even set up a time with their pastor to 
receive the Lord’s Supper. Physical health will still end in death. Spiritual health gives life 
eternal. Is Jesus and His blessings, delivered by His Spirit in Word and Sacrament second level?  
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, the decisions we make, the words we speak, and the actions we 
take, whether in our homes, at our work places, in our voting and civil service, in our recreation, 
yes, in all aspects of our life, are to be lived in a way that gives evidence of our faith in Christ 
Jesus, declaring Him to be who He is, God incarnate and the Lord of our life. How do we add 
up?   
 
Surely we recognize our failures. We fail to hear Jesus enough, we fail to listen to Him well 
enough when we do hear Him. And by failing to listen to Jesus, by treating His Word as 
something to be ignored whenever it becomes inconvenient in some part of our life, well is it 
really a surprise that there are failures in our lives to honor Him as our God and Lord? We must 
recognize those failures and call them what they are, what the Lord Jesus calls them: Sin. We 
must confess our sins to Him, lest we be swept away in His wrath, whereby His beautiful, 
radiant, heavenly glory becomes a deadly radiation unto us, for sinners cannot be in the presence 
of the Holy God, but are consumed by His fire, a flame which shall never be quenched.xii 
 
Truly that would be the case for us all if the glory of Christ Jesus didn’t shine forth in a place 
other than His Transfiguration. For Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguration and 
continued His journey to another location, Mount Calvary. There His divine glory was revealed 
in a different way, not shining in heavenly radiance, but instead, bruised, bloodied, dying 
suspended on a cross, mocked by man, forsaken by His heavenly Father who called Him His 
beloved Son.   
 
Our sinful nature would say there is no glory to be found there, but the new creation in us says 
otherwise. For it is there, on the cross, that God’s grace and mercy for sinners is fully revealed, 
as the sinless Jesus, God and Lord of creation, suffers and dies at the hands of His own creation. 
Doing so that they, that we, might be forgiven our sins, all the countless times that we have not 
honored Him as God and Lord in our own lives. 
 
The Lord of glory was crucified for us,xiii forsaking heavenly glory for the glory of the cross, that 
we might be forgiven and made heirs of His heavenly glory. For truly Peter, James, and John, 
when they saw Moses and Elijah shining in glory,xiv were beholding a hint of their future, yes, 
the future of all believers. For Jesus did not stay dead, but rose in triumphant glory, conquering 
sin, death, and the devil, not for Him, but for us whose human nature He took on. So heavenly 
glory awaits all those who turn to the Lord Jesus in repentance over sin and faith in Him as their 
God and Lord, the One who has saved them by His life and death as their substitute. 
 
In the Epistle, St. Paul writes, “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another,”xv or literally, 
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“from glory to glory.”xvi By the working of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel Word and 
Sacraments, we have beheld the glory of the Lord, especially His glory on Mt. Calvary. We have 
beheld Him who comes not in the mighty majesty of God, but the humility of the Suffering 
Servant,xvii who came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.xviii   
 
And as we behold the glory of the crucified and risen Jesus by faith, so the Holy Spirit 
transforms us from one degree of glory to another, ever more reflecting Christ’s glory. A glory 
that is revealed not in worldly success, riches, and strength, but in humility, in sacrifice, in love 
for others, even our enemies. Surely this is the glory of the Christian in this life, for it was the 
glory of our Lord in His earthly life as well,xix and the servant is not greater than the master.xx  
Since our master is the master servant who died for all, we are then servants of all, dying to our 
sinful selves by living for others. By doing such we honor Him, for love is the fulfillment of the 
Law,xxi and by such we show that Jesus is the God and Lord of our lives. 
 
Truly such glory will not be perfect in this life. We will still need to daily confess our failures, 
our sins. Yet, equally true, the more one recognizes their many failures, their sins, the depths of 
sin in them, truly that is the person who is the strong Christian, for the one who takes God’s 
Word seriously takes their own sin seriously. And because of that, they thereby take Jesus’ 
forgiveness seriously and do not treat it as an excuse to continue in sin, or as a reason for laziness 
in their Christian life. These are the ones that are growing in glory, for their new attitude towards 
sin and God’s grace in Christ is the working of the Holy Spirit in them. 
 
Therefore, do not resist the Holy Spirit, who is working to ever transform you from glory to 
glory. Hear the Word, believe it, live it. For the heavenly Father said of Jesus, “Listen to him,”xxii 
and Jesus speaks to us nowhere else but in the Word. Therefore, empowered by the Holy Spirit 
through His Word and Word-empowered Sacraments, grow in the humble glory of Jesus’ cross, 
humbly serving others as you live according to His will as revealed in the Law. Do not despair in 
your suffering, for your God is the Suffering Servant, who knows sorrows and pain, knows 
yours, and will bring you through it from death to life just as He conquered death to bring you 
with Him into the glories of life eternal.  
 
So pray to the Holy Spirit to strengthen your iron-resolve to crucify your sinful nature and its 
desires, and to increase in you both patience and confidence to bear the cross of suffering the 
Lord places upon you for your good, recalling that it was by His cross that He won for you a 
place in His heavenly kingdom. So hold that vision of hope before you, and trust that the Lord 
will bring you through the plains and valleys of this life, yes even the valley of the shadow of 
death, bring you into the majestic glory of God’s heavenly presence. And you will never have to 
leave that mountain of glory again. Ever.   
 
In the name of Jesus, our God and Lord. Amen! 
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i Hebrews 1:3. 
ii Many other denominations that follow a liturgical calendar celebrate the Transfiguration on August 6th.  During the 
Reformation, some Lutherans moved this festival to the last Sunday of the Epiphany season, which finally became 
the common practice in the Lutheran Church. 
iii Mark 9:7. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. Cf. Mark 
1:9-11. 
iv Luke 1:35 (emphasis mine). This event, The Annunciation of Our Lord, is celebrated March 25th of the Church 
Year. 
v “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”, Lutheran Service Book #394. 
vi Colossians 1:16-17. 
vii See John 1:1-3, 14. Consider now the creation account (Genesis 1) where God spoke His Word to make all things, 
thus the Father creating through His Son in the and thus created all things.   
viii See Acts 17:28. 
ix Job 1:21. 
x Psalm 2:12, ascribed to David by Peter in Acts 4:25. 
xi Luke 14:26. 
xii Hebrews 12:29; Isaiah 66:24. 
xiii 1 Corinthians 2:8. 
xiv See Luke 9:30-31. 
xv 2 Corinthians 3:18.  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:6 is the appointed Epistle Reading for this Sunday. 
xvi Based upon the Greek text. 
xvii See especially Isaiah 52:13-53. 
xviii Mark 10:45. 
xix See Philippians 2:5-8. 
xx See John 15:20. 
xxi Romans 13:10. 
xxii Mark 9:7. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Brad Gehn 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
   Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 
 

WE PRAY: As the Word recalls the Transfiguration event, Holy Spirit, Power 
in the Word, move us by our remembering of it to renewed faith, to deeper love, 
and to greater consecration until the appearing of the Son of Man, even Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God with do-
minion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—18   Adult Bible Class—17     Worship—38 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $4,027.89 
Weekly Budget needed             $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
      5:15 pm Lenten supper 
      7:00 pm Ash Wednesday/Imposition of Ashes 
Thursday     2:00 pm Adult Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                    
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
MARK 9:6 -- “For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified.” 
Soon enough, the disciples’ terror turned into joy, for when Jesus is with us, 
there is no need to fear. He loves us and cares for us and will never abandon us. 
That assurance is the basis of all generosity – for only those who are set free 
from worry can learn the joy of giving. 
  
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
  
SHROVE TUESDAY PRAYER SERVICE—All St. John’s members (men 
and women) are invited to begin the Lenten season with a Prayer service and 
breakfast hosted by Concordia Lutheran Church, Tuesday, February 16 begin-
ning at 9 am.  
 
ASH WEDNESDAY—As the Lenten season begins, we will join together this 
Wednesday A light supper will be served from 5:15—6:30 pm. A free-will of-
fering will be taken for Cristo Rey. Worship begins at 7 pm and will include the 
Imposition of Ashes (for those who desire them). We will continue to meet with 
this schedule through the following 5 Wednesday evenings. May this be a prior-
ity for you and your entire family and a blessing. 
 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY—Please note that we will meet at 2 pm instead 
of 1:30 pm for this coming week. We will go back to 1:30 pm in March. 
 



NEW FLOWER CHART has been put up. Please help with donating flowers 
for a Sunday. The cost is $20. You will find yellow envelopes on the flower 
chart to be used for your donation. Please list the special event and date you 
wish to give flowers. Also, sign the flower chart next to the appropriate Sunday. 
The flowers will be ordered and picked up for you. 
 
SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE at CILCA—It is time to think about summer 
camping. Information of summer camps is on the bulletin board between the 
mailboxes. Early Bird Discount registration is going on now until March 31.  
St. John’s has scholarships for any youth from our congregation who wants to 
go to one of these camp sessions. We will pay for 1/2 the registration cost. For 
more information, talk with Paula Chapa or Terri Hock. DON’T’ MISS OUT! 
 
NEW CPH BOOKLETS—Check the newest series of “A Biblical Response 
to…” booklets published by Concordia Publishing House. Topics include: 
Transgenderism, Addiction, Abortion, Suicide, and Divorce. Take a copy for 
yourself or to share. You can find these in the rack just right of the office door. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s love and will for children and families: 

MISSION–Pray for all foster children, that they might find peace among the 
chaos as they wait for a proper family to be established. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Preston Smith—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for 
Preston, Sabrina, Bridgette, and Vivian and ask your blessing on them.  
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Fred Magerkurth Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 

Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Carol Leaneagh (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“For the Christian, the crucifixion is the center of the whole, the event that gives 
voice to a broken, dark, and dying world, and the paradoxical suggestion of life 
somehow within it. This is why the church calendar sets apart forty days to pre-
pare for the cross. This is why the church marks steeples and graves in memory 
of the crucifixion. The death of Christ is the occasion that makes way for the 
last to be first, the guilty to be pardoned, the creature united again to its creator.” 
Jill Carattini, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries – A Life Quote from Lu-
therans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
LHM—As we celebrate 90 years of The Lutheran Hour®, Lutheran Hour Min-
istries impact has grown beyond the radio signal reach, spiritual growth within 
homes is still a vital component for strengthening the family of God. You are 
invited to the Central Illinois LLL District Convention on Saturday, March 6 at 
St. John Lutheran Church, 901 W Jefferson Ave, Effingham, to join us in learn-
ing from Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler, Speaker of the Lutheran Hour®, in a virtual 
presentation how God’s timely release of the Households of Faith research in 
partnership with Barna is offering a new opportunity and resources to share the 
Good News within our own families and in our communities, to around the 
world.  
 Registration is $15 per person, with students and children free. Included 
in your registration cost is a catered lunch and refreshments. Other highlights 
include ministry updates from the CID LCMS and LWML representatives and 
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty.  
 Register today – check the church office for a registration information 
or contact Deloris Blessman, by phone (309)361-1461 or by email delorisbless-
man@yahoo.com.  For more information you can contact <church ambassa-
dor/CID LLL VP Dale Wetherall by phone 217-259-4728 or by email 
dalewet51@gmail.com. Registration is due by February 25, 2021.  



DEAR ST JOHN’S CONGREGATION—Time here at the seminary seems to 
be flying and it is hard to realize this quarter only has a few weeks left. My clas-
ses are going good. I am learning about mission work both local and internation-
al, the Gospels of Luke and Mark, and the Augsburg confession. I am also con-
tinuing to learn how to preach and am in the middle of writing my second ser-
mon. Outside of classes I joined the Gutenburgn Media Club where we talk 
about Media and technology and how it affects the church along with ways the 
church can use both for the church’s benefit. I also have been doing toast Pas-
tors which helps with public speaking skills. Finally, as always, thank your for 
all the support and prayers you give . They are greatly appreciated. 
      God’s peace, Matt Carlson, seminarian 
 
LCMS LIFE CONFERENCE—LCMS Life Ministry will host its first-ever 
virtual life conference March 19–20, under the theme “Making Disciples: Valu-
ing Life.” Registration is open now at www.lcms-life.org Join us! 
 Be equipped to speak up for the sanctity of life within your community and       
our society 
 Gain ideas on how to care for all human life 
 Interact with fellow Lutherans on Life Ministry topics 
 Be a part of the LCMS Life Ministry community  
 Dozens of experts in Life Ministry will present throughout the confer-
ence with multiple video presentations available for immediate on-demand 
viewing as soon as you login.  Engage in live Question and Answer sessions 
with experts in Life Ministry.  
 
 
 
 
 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 

 
To God all glory, praise, and love 

Be now and ever giv’n 
By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav’n. 

                                                                      LSB # 528 vs. 1 & 7 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


