
St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
January 24, 2021                Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
*********************************************************** 

The order of worship is based upon the Office of Matins, Lutheran Service Book p. 219. 
 

Stand 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy   
          Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
   Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Alleluia. 

 

Psalmody 
 

P Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm 62 
1For God alone my soul waits in silence; 
 from him comes my salvation. 
2He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; I shall not be greatly shaken. 
3How long will all of you attack a man to batter him,  
 like a leaning wall, a tottering fence?  
4They only plan to thrust him down from his high position. 
 They take pleasure in falsehood. 
 They bless with their mouths, but inwardly they curse. 
5For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, 
 for my hope is from him.  
6He only is my rock and my salvation, 
 my fortress; I shall not be shaken.  
7On God rests my salvation and my glory; 
 my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 
8Trust in him at all times, O people; 
 pour out your heart before him; 
 God is a refuge for us. 
9Those of low estate are but a breath; 
 those of high estate are a delusion; 

  in the balances they go up; 
 they are together lighter than a breath.  
10Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; 
  if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 
11Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: 
    that power belongs to God, 
12and that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 
   For you will render to a man according to his work. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

 and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

P The Christ has appeared to us.  
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Office Hymn: 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light  

 

Readings 
Old Testament Reading                    Jonah 3:1-5, 10, on back of bulletin 
 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Epistle                                             1 Corinthians 7:29-31, on back of bulletin  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                            Mark 1:14–20, on back of bulletin  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory  
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie  
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our in-

firmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal 
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sin-
ner but that all would repent and believe the Gospel. In the 
epiphany of Your Son, Your time of salvation and Your king-
dom have come near. As this world passes away, give faith-
fulness and urgency to Your Church to proclaim the Gospel 
of our God to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P Lord of the harvest, as You called Simon Peter and Andrew, 

James and John to follow You and made them fishers of men, 
so send faithful preachers of Your Gospel in our time. In-
crease the spirit of generosity to all who support the mission-
aries, seminaries, colleges and other institutions of our 
Church for the spread of the Gospel and the service of the 
Church. Make all Your people willing and faithful confessors 
of Your salvation in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P Eternal Lord, in view of every current distress as the present 

form of this world passes away, give constancy and content-
ment to Your people in their God-given stations. Give com-
fort and faithfulness to the married, and strengthen them to 
pass on the faith to the next generation. Show kindness also 
to the unmarried and assure them of the holiness of their 
place in life, that they would be freed from anxiety and attend 
to holiness in body and spirit, undividedly devoted to You. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P Almighty God, preserve our nation with its rulers. Call to re-

pentance those who have forgotten You. Spare Joseph, our 
president; Jay, our governor; and all who serve for the good 
of this people. Do not let disaster befall us, but preserve us in 
peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P Merciful Father, turn us from every distracting anxiety and 

the dealings of this world that would draw our hearts away 
from Your blessed Gospel and its end, eternal life. Give us 
confidence in the resurrection and the peace of a clean con-



science by the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name. Graciously 
behold and help those in any need of body and soul, especial-
ly Your baptized children who cry out to You. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 

grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. De-
fend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your govern-
ance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus  
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Hymn: 688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake  
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Aaron Raschke  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Don Hock, Andrew Hock, Josh Hock 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
   Epistle: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
 

WE PRAY: Great Judge, by whose wisdom the trumpeter appointed to an-
nounce the end-time is stationed on the parapet, and to whom alone is known 
the hour for the signal to sound the end-time trumpet call, let the certainty of the 
uncertain time for the opening of heaven to all believers be for us yet another 
deterrent to evil deeds and yet another encouragement to maintain a proper per-
spective of our affairs in time; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You 
and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—20    Adult Bible Class—9     Worship—50 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $2,049.33 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Tuesday     6:30 pm SS Teachers’ meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
    11:00 am Quarterly Voter’s Assembly 
                   
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
MARK 1:14-15 – “… Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel.’ ” To repent means to turn away from sins 
and our former way of thinking and turn toward belief in God and His Gospel of 
grace and mercy. The whole Christian life is one of repentance and faith. Where 
is God calling you to repent today? How is He calling you to deeper faith? 
 
THANK YOU Dr. Ken Schurb, Human Care Executive from Central IL Dis-
trict, for leading our worship and bringing us God’s Word during Adult Bible 
class and worship. We are blessed to have you in our presence.  
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
  
QUARTERLY VOTER’S ASSEMBLY is next Sunday, January 31. This 
meeting will begin promptly after the worship service. Your voice is needed. 
Please plan to attend. 
 
NEW FLOWER CHART has been put up. Please help with donating flowers 
for a Sunday. The cost is $20. You will find yellow envelopes on the flower 
chart to be used for your donation. Please list the special event and date you 
wish to give flowers. Also, sign the flower chart next to the appropriate Sunday. 
The flowers will be ordered and picked up for you. 
 



ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS are in your church mailboxes or mailed 
to those not currently attending. Questions on these statements can be directed 
to Terri in the office. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray. 

MISSION–Pray for discernment, that we might heed God’s call to serve in His 
name, whether around the world or right here at home.  
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. Kem Schillinger—We offer before You our common re-
quest for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Kem 
and Linda and ask your blessing on them.  
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Fred Magerkurth Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Donald Gilbert (uncle of Pastor Nerud) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Carol Leaneagh (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 

Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Today we don’t confess that we are against abortion. We are, of course. But 
that’s not quite it. Today we don’t confess that we are pro-life. We are, of 
course. But that’s not quite it, either. Today we confess that God gives life to all 
things. God makes, and we are made. He makes life, and we leave alive.” Rev. 
Christopher Esget, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Alexandria, Virginia – A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
 
 
 

Let us ever walk with Jesus,  
Follow His example pure,  

Through a world that would deceive us 
And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading, 
Pilgrims here, our home above, 
Full of faith and hope and love,  
Let us do the Father’s bidding. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide;  

I shall follow where You guide. 
                                                                 LSB #685 vs. 1 

 
 


