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February 21, 2021                                   First Sunday in Lent 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting One, Lutheran Service Book p. 151. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P I will go to the altar of God, 
C to God my exceeding joy. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

 C    who made heaven and earth. 

Sit 
P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy 

Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in which He strengthens our 
faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. 
Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as 
St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has been insti-
tuted for the special comfort of those who are troubled be-
cause of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear 
God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find 
nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable 
of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has 
had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He 
might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to de-
liver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 
deserve. 
So that we may more confidently believe this and be strength-
ened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He 
said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your 
good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 
In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the for-

giveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mer-
cy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give 
Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and 
forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new tes-
tament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As 
a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 
Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confi-
dently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in 
Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 
We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His 
death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for 
our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we 
take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His com-
mandment, love one another as He has loved us. For we are 
all one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of 
this one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one 
cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made 
from countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body 
in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in 
word, but in deed and in truth. 
May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 
P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to 

Him, imploring Him for the sake of His Son Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness. 

Stand 
C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable 

sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of 
Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, inno-
cent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Je-
sus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sin-
ful being. 

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C Amen. 
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my for-

giveness but God’s? 
C Yes. 
P Let it be done for you as you believe. 



P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, 

and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                                Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16  

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him 
in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 
Because you have made the L  your dwelling place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in 
trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation.  

Kyrie 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wil-
derness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the 
people of Your Church that following our Savior we may 
walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of 
the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                    Genesis 22:1-18, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: 547 The Lamb  

  
Epistle                                            James 1:12-18, on back of bulletin  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                              Ephesians 6:11  
           P   Put on the whole armor of God,    
           C   that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the  
                   devil.  
 

Holy Gospel                                              Mark 1:9-15, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

 
 

Hymn of the Day: 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   

 
Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 



            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs.  
 

P Heavenly Father, as we enter this Lenten season of repent-
ance and renewed devotion, we pray that You would remem-
ber us according to Your steadfast love and goodness in 
Christ and instruct and lead us by Your Spirit in Your ways 
so that we may repent and believe the Gospel. Lord, in Your 
mercy,   

C hear our prayer.   
P Lord God, You placed the wood of the cross on the back of 

Your only begotten Son, that as the promised offspring of 
Abraham He might overcome the gates of hell. Bless, we 
pray, His Church and all those called to preach and teach 
within her with the certainty that those gates cannot prevail 
against them, that in faith they may boldly trample every 
power of the enemy underfoot. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty God, preserve all catechumens and their teachers, 

all children and their parents, and every Christian home from 

the assaults of the evil one. As Your Son overcame Satan in 
the desert by the Word of God, so also give us the victory 
through Christ and His Word. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer.  
P Father of lights, from whom every good and perfect gift 

comes down to us from above, keep us from being enticed by 
our own desires to misuse Your gifts in sin, and help us to 
use them rightly in service to You and our neighbor. Bless 
Joseph and all our leaders, that we may be governed wisely 
and justly for the good of this present generation and all those 
to come. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P Most High God, our refuge in every trouble, You have prom-

ised to hear when we call to You. We pray that You would 
command Your angels to guard our brothers and sisters, es-
pecially Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, Don, John, 
Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, 
Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Carol, Fred, Jodi, Glenn, 
Mike, Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, Drew, Kath-
leen, Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, and Karen, and all 
those who suffer in our midst. Keep them from every evil 
that can befall the body, mind and soul. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord God, we remember with thanksgiving those before us 

whom You brought forth by the Word of truth who now live 
and reign in Your presence with Your Son. As You have also 
brought us forth by that Word in Baptism, we pray that You 
would bring us to full maturity by Your Word, that we, too, 
may be gathered with them to Your Son on the glorious har-
vest of the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,   

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 

grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 



          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 

At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does not feel 
comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are welcome to 
depart. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ran-
som for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the compa-
ny of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, ever-
more praising You and saying:    

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

                   Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-
liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 
 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have  
          mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have  
   mercy on us. 

                   Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant                                 
                      us peace.  
 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 
       O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 

in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, 
we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 
********************************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expression of faith 
and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t want to place you in a po-
sition of agreement with our beliefs before you’ve had opportunity to study them. 
Therefore, if you’re not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congrega-
tion, we invite you to speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and re-
quest that you not partake of the Communion today. Thank you. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Brad Gehn 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1-18 
   Epistle: James 1:12-18  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
 

WE PRAY: Holy Spirit, Imparter of faith, Donor of trust, who sent Christ to the 
fearful wilderness experience, be with us in our times of temptation so that if the 
temptation be of God we are purified and strengthened by it, or if it be of Satan 
we stay faithful to our Christ in the midst of it; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who with You and the Father are one God with dominion over us forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper hand-
ed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s 
life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, 
please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive 
rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 



Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—8  Adult Bible Class—14     Worship—31 

 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $2,230.00 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Tuesday     6:30 pm SS Teachers’ meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
      5:15 pm Lenten supper 
      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
                    

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house 
of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and 
seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 

Mark 1:13 – “And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were minis-
tering to him.” God the Father cares for Jesus even in the midst of his temptation 
in the wilds. God cares for us in every situation as well. Jesus realized this and 
always acted from the basis of trust in God the Father’s provision. This is likewise 
the basis for our life lived in Christ: God cares for us, so we need not act out of 
fear or greed. 
  

PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, mark-
ing each one attending the worship service and taking communion when being 
served. Thank you for your help. 
  

ARE YOU MISSING—There are 3 men’s winter coats in our coatroom that 
have been there for a very long time. Please check if one belongs to you. You can 
also check with Terri Hock about them. 
 

NEW FLOWER CHART has been put up. Please help with donating flowers for 
a Sunday. The cost is $20. You will find yellow envelopes on the flower chart to 
be used for your donation. Please list the special event and date you wish to give 
flowers. Also, sign the flower chart next to the appropriate Sunday. The flowers 
will be ordered and picked up for you. 
 

CAMP CILICA—It is time to think about summer camping. Information of 
summer camps is on the bulletin board between the mailboxes. Early Bird Dis-

count registration is going on now until March 31.  DON’T’ MISS OUT! 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s love and will for children and families: 

MISSION–Pray for all foster children, that they might find peace among the cha-
os as they wait for a proper family to be established. 
  

ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Jim Stonehouse—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Chris-
tians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Jim and Joan 
and ask your blessing on them.  
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. 
We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Fred Magerkurth Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Carol Leaneagh (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
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The First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021 
Sermon Text: Mark 1:9-15 (Gospel) 
Other Texts: Genesis 22:1-18 (Old Testament Reading); James 1:12-18 (Epistle) 
 

“The Last Adam’s Fight for Adam’s Race” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Suffering Servant. 
 
Jesus has just been baptized where He has been declared to be God’s beloved Son. But as we 
know Jesus did not ride into Jerusalem to take David’s throne and establish a glorious earthly 
kingdom as the Jews desired. No, the moment of glory is past. The heavens have closed once 
again and the Holy Spirit, who came upon Jesus in the form of a gentle dove, immediately drives 
Jesus into the wilderness to be alone, suffering hunger and want for forty days and nights, 
encircled by wild animals and, far worse, by that roaring lion, the devil, seeking to devour Him.i 
 
Of course, it must be understood that the Spirit’s driving Jesus does not mean that He forced 
Jesus against His will. But it does mean that the incarnate Son does not walk His own path, but 
in perfect faithfulness follows that path set for Him by His heavenly Father. As He said, “For I 
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.”ii And the 
Father’s will at this time was for Jesus to face off against the devil, for such was prophesied back 
in Eden, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”iii  
 
And now the battle is on. In Eden, Adam was in paradise, the animals in perfect subjection to 
him, everything was there to serve his needs. Having no sinful nature, the devil must come from 
the outside in a visible form. So possessing a serpent, he slithers in and launches his assault, not 
physically, for such would have done no permanent harm. No, he attacks spiritually, tempting 
Adam to turn from God’s revealed Word, to seek a higher wisdom outside of what God has said, 
to see God no longer as the loving creator and provider, but a stingy, haughty being holding him 
back from achieving his full potential, intolerantly setting limits instead of letting him explore 
the fullness of his being. While such should have been recognized as the filthy lying nonsense it 
was, instead Adam, in the midst of God’s plenty to and for him, gives into temptation, his mind 
and will ensnared by Satan’s lie, and so his whole being becomes enslaved to sin and Satan. And 
not just him, but all of his descendants, as we are no longer conceived and born in God’s image, 
but in the fallen, corrupted image of Adam.iv 
 
So now Jesus comes as the last Adam. He is not in Eden’s splendor, but in the wilderness. His 
stomach is not filled with the Garden’s delights, but is empty. The animals are not there as His 
friends, no Disney movie here, but are dangerous, perhaps a part of Satan’s attack, working to 
get Jesus to question His Father’s love, protection, and provision. Finally, like Adam, having no 
sinful nature, the devil needs to come from the outside, manifesting to Jesus in a way that they 
could directly communicate. 
 
It is worth noting that, as in Eden, Satan, whose name means “the adversary,” does not entrust 
this attack to a lesser agent. No, the prince of demons comes himself to wage this war. Oh, the 
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audacity of Satan to think that he could overcome the Holy One of God! But seeing Jesus 
wrapped in the same flesh as Adam of old, yes, seemingly even weaker as He came in the form 
of a servant, he senses weakness and so pounces in full force. And he fails! 
 
Jesus triumphs over the devil, deflecting every attack, striking back, finally forcing the devil to 
leave. And note how Jesus fights. Not with divine power, but with the shield of faith and the 
sword of the Spirit. This is because Jesus did not come to simply show His power over the devil, 
that was already proven in Satan’s initial rebellion. Here Jesus came to fight the devil as the last 
Adam, resisting the devil as the first Adam should have done. And by doing such, Satan is hit 
with a mighty blow, a blow delivered for us, the children of Adam. 
 
This conflict between Jesus and the devil did not end there. Satan would not give up that easily. 
Thus every demon-possessed person encountered by Jesus was a part of the fight. But it is not 
just the demoniacs who oppose Jesus. For all people, by their being children of fallen Adam, are 
under Satan’s rule and so he used such.v He used the religious leaders with their opposition and 
the crowds with their misguided interest and their disappointment when He did not living up to 
their expectations. He used Peter in faulty human love trying to lead Jesus away from the 
Father’s will. He finally used Judas to betray Jesus to the authorities, using the religious leaders 
to falsely condemn Him and the secular authority to have Him executed. All of these were 
Satan’s attacks upon Jesus. Everyone a true assault with all the power of hell behind it. 
 
And everyone overcome! Jesus did not falter in His path set for Him by the Father, the path of 
humility, the path of suffering, the path of the cross. And so His death was no accident and, 
despite what the devil first thought, it was no victory. Well, it was a victory, just not for him. It 
was a victory for us, the children of Adam. For Christ’s death paid for the sin of Adam that we 
have inherited and for each sin we have added upon the pile of refuse. His death pays the price to 
redeem us so that we can be a new race, of the first Adam by the body, but of the last Adam by 
the spirit whose resurrection to life is our life as well. But we are not there yet, but are still in the 
wilderness, still hunted by the devil. 
 
And make no mistake, you are hunted. If Satan was willing to go after the incarnate Son of God 
in order to keep you enslaved and destined for hell, he and his hosts will most certainly come 
with all their fury and fiery darts to tempt you back into open sin, despair, and unbelief. If in his 
shamelessness and boldness he is willing to go after the Head, he will even more boldly go after 
us, the members of His body. You will never reach a level of holiness where the devil does not 
attack. Far from it, the stronger a Christian is in faith, hope, and love the stronger the attacks.  
 
But do not let this discourage you! First of all, while it might sound strange, consider it a 
backhand complement when you face temptations and assaults from the old evil foe. After all, 
for those who are his, the unbelievers, he only has to maintain a defensive “holding pattern.” It is 
against a Christian that he must go on the offensive.  
 
Second, when facing the strong man’s temptations and attacks, we find confidence in the fact 
that Christ Jesus, the stronger One, has bound him. Just as Christ’s death overcame death for us, 
so also His resisting temptation overcomes the tempter’s power for us. We can be certain of His 
presence with us in the midst of temptation and so we know that we are not alone, but are 
fighting in His strength!  
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Third, Jesus’ example shows us how to fight. To begin, we recall that Jesus did not choose to 
face Satan outside of God’s will, but was driven to do such. By this we are warned to not seek 
out that which would tempt us, thus we pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” Use your spiritual 
wisdom, that is, don’t put your hand into the fire if you don’t want to be burned! More, we see 
that our knowledge of Scripture empowers the shield in one arm and the sword in the other. By 
knowing the Bible we know God’s will for our salvation and our life. We know what He would 
have us do and not do. Therefore, fitted with the whole armor of God and being strong in prayer, 
we can recognize the devil’s lies, resist his temptations, and he must flee.vi  
 
Fourth, we find the sweetest comfort in knowing that Jesus was tempted in every way that we 
are, yet without sin.vii He knows our weakness, our need for His strength to fight, and it is His 
sweetest sympathy which then moves Him to come to us and give us His aid. And He also knows 
we need His forgiveness for our failures to fight the way we should, to resist the devil as we 
ought. And that same gracious sympathy moves Him to plead with the Father for us, holding up 
His victory over Satan, both in the wilderness and on the cross, and we are pardoned for our sins 
once more.  
 
This cannot be overstated! For truly, one of Satan’s greatest temptations is to deceive us into 
thinking that this time our giving in to temptation and sin was the last straw, that God could 
never forgive us this time. But that is a lie, since the grace of God in Christ Jesus is boundless! 
No sin, no pile of sins, is ever “too bad” for the blood of Jesus to wash you clean! 
 
 But there is another truth that must be proclaimed, another warning given. Every time we do 
give in to the devil’s temptations, whatever they may be, the devil gains a foothold, gaining 
ground in the battle to reclaim us. While it is certainly true that Christ’s forgiveness throws Satan 
back, that forgiveness must not be taken for granted. Thus another great temptation of the devil is 
to view God’s gift of free forgiveness as an excuse to not need to fight, to not need to resist his 
temptations. But that is another of Satan’s lies, for Scripture is clear that the one who stops 
fighting Satan’s temptations, who willingly continues in sin, has been overcome by the enemy 
once again and their fate is even worse than their first state of unbelief.viii    
 
Dear Christians, do not take this battle against Satan lightly. Remember that he was strong 
enough to deceive Adam who was in paradise and Judas Iscariot who had been under the direct 
instruction of the Savior Himself. Therefore, fear and trembling should come upon us as we 
consider this fight according to our own spiritual strength of faith and knowledge of God’s 
Word. We could too easily be seduced by the lies of Satan. So we must not rely upon ourselves, 
but on Christ alone who fought, and still fights for us, for it is His Spirit who fills us to give us 
the courage and power to do battle. Outside of Christ we are doomed, our potency pure 
impotence. But in Him we are more than conquerors.ix In Him, “The God of peace will soon 
crush Satan under your feet.”x  
 
May God soon bring to us the fullness of the last Adam’s victory soon, when the wilderness of 
this fallen world is replaced by the restored Eden of the new heavens and earth. Amen! 
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i 1 Peter 5:8. 
ii John 6:38. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii Genesis 3:15. 
iv See Genesis 5:3 and then compare to Genesis 1:27. 
v Ephesians 2:2. 
vi James 4:7. 
vii See Hebrews 2:18; 4:15-16. 
viii 2 Peter 2:20. 
ix Romans 8:37. 
x Romans 16:20. 


