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*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book p. 184. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and mer-
ciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                       Psalm 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the     

   blood of the Lamb. 
In you, O L , do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
 in your righteousness deliver me. 
For you are my rock and my fortress; 
 and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
 you have redeemed me, O L , faithful God. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the  
   blood of the Lamb.  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faith-
ful people of all times and places into one holy communion, 
the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to 
follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living 
that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable 
joys You have prepared for those who love You; through  
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
First Reading                             Revelation 7:9-17, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                               Hebrews 12:1a, 2a; Psalm 84:5  
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  
    let us [look] to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.  
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion.  

 

Epistle                                              1 John 3:1-3, on back of bulletin 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                          Matthew 5:1–12, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 



C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 677 For All the Saints  
 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of Glory passes on His way. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Tune and text: Public domain 



Sermon 
 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 

P  Almighty God, in whose glorious presence live all who depart in      
     the Lord, we give You hearty thanks for Your loving-kindness to  
     all Your servants who have finished their course in faith and now  
     rest from their labors. We humbly implore Your mercy that we,  
     together with all who have departed in saving faith, may have our  
     perfect consummation and bliss in both body and soul in Your  
     eternal and everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son our  
     Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one    
     God, now and forever.  
C  Amen. 
 

P  In gratitude for Your saving grace, O most blessed Trinity, we  
     offer to You our praise as we commemorate the entry of our  
     brothers and sisters in Christ into the heavenly glory of Your  
     Church Triumphant, including: Rob Dagit, Robert Daniels,  
     Brandon Gehn, Lee Johnson, Cleone Loenser, Duane Miller,  
     Joyce Miller, Stephen Mooney, and all whom we remember in  
     our hearts and minds who have died in saving faith, thereby  
     entering into Your nearer presence through the blood of the  
     Lamb, Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

     May their life of faithfulness to Christ be an example to us, and  
     may their entrance into heaven be a source of hope and joy for  
     each of us as we continue our pilgrimage here through the valley  
     of the shadow of death. 
C  May it be so.  Amen! 
 

P  Let us pray.   
     Almighty God, we remember with thanksgiving those who loved  
     and served You in Your Church Militant on earth and who now  
     rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints,  
     and bring us at last to the joy of Your heavenly kingdom; through  
     Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with You  
     and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

          P    Standing with the great multitude of saints before the throne  
                   of God and the Lamb, let us join in prayer, praise and thanks- 
                   giving to the God of our salvation.  

      P   Mighty and eternal God, we remember before You the saints   
             and martyrs of every generation, who trusted in You in the  
             face of terror and threat. Grant that when facing persecution  
             and trial in our own day, we may be steadfast in faith, and so  
             finally be delivered unto Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, You established the Church and 

have granted her Your aid and protection through these many 
years. Continue to pour out Your Spirit and grace, that we 
may accomplish Your bidding and proclaim Your saving 
name to every corner of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, we give You thanks for the faithful 

pastors who have spoken to us Your Word and the church 
workers who have served us in Your name. Grant that we 
may continue to receive their ministry of Word and Sacra-
ment with willing ears and open hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, we beg Your grace that our lives 

may be ordered by Your commandments, and we ask You to 
bless those who govern us in Your name. Bless our president, 
the Congress, our governor, the legislature and all local offi-
cials, that pursuing the path of justice they may act with hu-
mility and honor for the good of all people. Give wisdom to 
all who vote this week, and bless its result, that our nation 
may elect our leaders peacefully and orderly. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, we rejoice that You have rescued us 

from the power of death and raised us in Christ to dwell with 
Him in everlasting life. Give to those who grieve the comfort 
of the promise of the resurrection of the dead and eternal life, 
and bestow Your peace upon the dying, that they may fall 
asleep here and awaken in Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, You have made us Your children, 

and You care for us every day of our lives. According to 
Your will, give healing to the sick, calm to the troubled in 
mind, and patience to those facing sorrow and struggle. Give 
health and peace to our nation. Hear us especially on behalf 
of Claris, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim and Shirley, Don, John, 
Bob, Betty, Dick, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, 
Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Jodi, Glenn, Mike, Virgin-
ia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Casey, Jim, Brian, Drew, Kathleen, 
Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, and Karen. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, show forth Your kindness to the 

poor and Your compassion to those who suffer injustice.  
       Deliver us from the scourge of racism and prejudice, and help 

us to acknowledge our common humanity in Adam from 



Your creative power and our common redemption in Christ, 
our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, we are unworthy of all Your bless-

ings and do not deserve Your mercies that are new every 
morning of our earthly lives. Give us the will and desire to 
care responsibly for all that You have entrusted to us and to 
be generous with those in need and for the support of Your 
Church and the work of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, Your Son has set His table among us 

in the presence of our enemies, giving us a foretaste of the 
eternal feast to come. Prepare us in heart and mind to come to 
this Sacrament and receive the blessing of His body and 
blood for our benefit. Work to correct Your people here on 
earth of the divisions that prevent our communion together, 
and bring us soon to the day when we will be fully united in 
doctrine and life to Your name’s glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Mighty and eternal God, bring us to that day when every tear 

shall be wiped from our eyes and we shall hunger and thirst 
no more. Knowing You now by faith, we yearn for the day 
when we shall know You face to face. Until the dawn of that 
eternal day, keep us in Your faith and fear through our Good 
Shepherd and Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

      C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  
     P Bless we the Lord. 
     C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
            The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto  
                 you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  
                 peace. 
     C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: 672 Jerusalem the Golden 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does not feel 
comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are welcome to 
depart. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 



 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God. In the communion of all Your saints 
gathered into the one body of Your Son, You have surround-
ed us with so great a cloud of witnesses that we, encouraged 
by their faith and strengthened by their fellowship, may run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us and, together 
with them, receive the crown of glory that does not fade 
away. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying:   

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven  
       and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
       na in the highest. 

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
            the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  

     the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
C Lord, now let Thou Thy servant depart in peace accord-

ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have re-
freshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C Amen. 

 
********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
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All Saints’ Day 
November 1, 2020 
Sermon Text: 1 John 3:1-3 (Epistle) 
Other Texts: Revelation 7:9-17 (First Reading); Matthew 5:1-12 (Gospel) 
 

“The Glorious Future of God’s Children” 
 
Dear children of God, grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I have come to find the back-to-back festivals of the Reformation and All Saints’ to be a one-two 
punch of sorts. Reformation is primarily focused on the Kingdom of Grace, the Church on earth, 
that is, the Church Militant, while All Saints’ is the opposite, with its focus much more on the 
Kingdom of Glory, the Church in heaven, that is, the Church Triumphant. Yet, while having a 
different focus, they are intimately connected. After all, the reason the Church Militant fights so 
diligently for the eternal Gospel, which we heard about last week,i is so that people are brought 
into the Church through faith in Christ, and preserved in that saving faith so that they enter the 
Church Triumphant. Conversely, as our focus today shifts towards those who have entered glory, 
the promise of our own future with them strengthens our resolve, encouraging us in the battles 
we must fight now, for we want from the depths of our soul to be a part of that “multitude that no 
one could number…standing before the throne and before the Lamb.”ii  
 
The Apostle John writes such words of encouragement to us in his first letter. “See what kind of 
love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”iii 
Children of God! Why is it that we can so easily breeze over such words and not be deeply 
moved? For the Bible has many names and titles for believers: His servants, a chosen nation, 
soldiers, royal priests, all of which teach great spiritual truths which we should learn and thereby 
grow in faith from. But the dearest term of all is when He calls us His children. 
 
Of course, it was not always so. While there is a certain way that we can consider God the Father 
of all people, for He created mankind,iv that is not what is being spoken of here. In fact, quite the 
opposite is the case. For while still God’s creation, mankind rebelled against their Creator, their 
Father, denying and despising their relationship with Him as is made obvious by the unbelievers 
of the world, whether those of false religions or claiming no religion at all.  
 
But it goes deeper than that. For the rebellion of our first parents put the seed of rebellion within 
all their children, each and every person. This original sin, called such because it is present at our 
origin, the very moment of our conception,v causes each of us to be a denier and despiser of our 
Father due to our corrupted nature. Consequently, the Scripture declares mankind to be enemies 
of God who are under Satan’s influence and power, using such descriptions for us as blind, 
deceived, foolish, disobedient, enslaved, dead.vi Therefore, far from being children of God, 
humans are called children of wrath, having not God, but the devil as our father!vii 
 
This is why St. John’s words are so accurate when he writes, “See what kind of love.” This is the 
love that is pure gift, which saw nothing in us that earned or deserved, or required in any manner 
Him to love us, (for we just heard how unlovable we are!), but still loves us despite what we 
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have done, despite who we are. This is the same love (agape) by which the Father sent His only-
begotten Son into the world to be our Savior from sin, death, and the devil, redeeming us from 
our sinful, condemned state.viii  
 
It is of course true that there is no compliment towards us in this relationship. God restored it 
completely, we did nothing. God reconciled mankind to Himself through His Son; Christ’s life, 
death, and resurrection as mankind’s substitute under the Law. Reconciling individuals, making 
them (us!) His children, through His Holy Spirit who works through the ministry of 
reconciliation, that is, the ministry of the eternal Gospel in Word and Sacraments.ix  
 
But while there is no compliment to us, at the same time, there is the greatest comfort for us. For 
if in His grace and love He made us His children though we deserved nothing but His wrath, then 
we can be absolutely sure that He will not cast us out of His family down the road either. It is His 
undeserved love for us that restored us to His family, and that love continues despite our ongoing 
failures, shortcomings, and sins of weakness which we fall into daily.  
 
Yes, you are God’s child. And hear how this is not something in the future, but a very present 
reality. Nor is it merely an honorary title. For you have been born again of water and the Spirit in 
Holy Baptism, receiving the first resurrection, that is, unto spiritual life through faith in Christ 
Jesus.x Truly, your baptismal certificate is your adoption papers. You dearest Christians, are 
God’s precious children, which is not patronizing, but instead assures you that you are loved and 
secure. You have a sense of being and of belonging; your life has purpose and meaning. He will 
provide for your daily needs and protection. He will guide you and help you in every time of 
need. You simply need to pray, “Dear Father,” and He is listening to your request, your cry! 
 
Of course, we often do not feel like God’s children, especially when we feel the weight of our 
sin, Satan’s temptations and accusations, the world’s hatred, and the suffering of this life. Yes, 
according to the world and, often in our own eyes, we are the dregs, the refuse of the world,xi not 
children of God and heirs of heaven. But looks are deceiving! St. John writes, “The reason why 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.”xii  
 
The world does not understand God’s love towards sinners, but rejects it, either in total or in part. 
Either it rejects God, or rejects His love by believing that we must do our part to either make 
God love us or, at best, to keep Him loving us.  
 
No. The world does not understand God’s love toward sinners, does not know us as God’s 
children, because it did not know God Himself in the person of His Son. It refused to see in the 
humbled, crucified, and laid in a tomb Jesus the love of God which saves sinners, but instead 
could see only what it believed to be pathetic weakness and foolishness, only worthy of being 
despised.xiii And so they remain children of the world and its ruler, Satan. For they cannot have 
the Father when they reject His Son who is the only way unto the Father.xiv 
 
But unlike the world in its self-claimed knowledge which is pure ignorance as it knows neither 
God nor His children, we know who we are, children of the heavenly Father. We know that when 
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our Brother in the flesh, the Lord Jesus returns, we shall be like Him, our bodies raised in 
heavenly glory in imitation of Christ Jesus, the crown of unfading majesty upon our brows, as we 
live in the home that our ascended Lord is even now preparing for us, the new heaven and earth 
that will be ushered in on the Last Day which will begin our full entrance into eternity.  
 
A future that will be filled with everlasting peace and joy, blessed work and play, where 
imagination and reality merge as we explore the never-ending unfolding of God’s ever-
increasing gifts to us. Where every aspect of our new life will be perfect worship, for work, play, 
and praise will be reunited as they were meant to be in the first creation, but on an even greater 
scale. Yes, this knowledge is by faith in God’s promises now, but it is only a matter of time, and 
it will be by sight as well, as we will then see with our own resurrected eyes! 
 
Truly, it is this glorious future for the children of God that comforts us at the death of our 
Christian loved ones, for they are one step closer to that fulfillment and, most wonderfully, can 
no longer fall away and so lose it. It is also, as I said at the beginning, this glorious future that is 
ours as the children of God that encourages us in the ongoing battle against the devil, the world, 
and our own sinful nature, all of which are trying to lead us into rejecting our Father in heaven 
once again. And so that such rejection would not happen, St. John reminds us, “And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”xv  
 
Our hope is in Christ Jesus, the perfectly pure one, for by His blood and righteousness we are 
children of the heavenly Father. And so we now live in such a way that proves us to be God’s 
children, that by our lives God’s name is hallowed and Christ Jesus is proclaimed. There is to be 
no tolerance for any self-proclaimed “Christian” who says they believe but whose ways are not 
changed, remaining in sin and filth, whose minds remain conformed to the ways of this 
corrupted, fallen world instead of being transformed by the Word into the mind of Christ.xvi 
Truly, such a person shows that they no longer have the hope of eternal life promised by God, 
but instead have again become deluded by Satan, turning God into nothing more than “the big 
rubber stamp of forgiveness in the sky” who does not require repentance. But there is no such 
God; that idea being but an idol which delights our sinful flesh, but leads to eternal fire. 
 
So John would have us remember the words of St. Paul, “For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”xvii Truly, 
we are God’s children and so, according to our new nature, we hate sin in every form. But more, 
we delight in holiness, in righteousness, in good works which God commands. We pray to the 
Holy Spirit not only to help us resist temptation, but that He would have His way fully with us, 
bringing forth fruit worthy of God’s children, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”xviii So we face the troubles our Father allows into our lives, 
in faith being certain that He is working such for our good,xix including forcing us to trust in 
Him, and to focus on what is beyond that which is visible now in this world, but to see in Holy 
Scripture the glorious future of God’s saints, God’s children, of whom we are one! 
 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.xx Grant this Lord, unto us all. Amen! 
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i Revelation 14:6. 
ii Revelation 7:9. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii 1 John 3:1a. 
iv Cf. Ephesians 3:14-15. 
v Psalm 51:5. 
vi Matthew 15:14; Romans 7:11; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Romans 5:10; 8:5-8; 11:30; John 8:34; 
Galatians 4:3; Ephesians 2:1-2.     
vii Ephesians 2:3; John 8:42-44. 
viii John 3:16. 
ix 2 Corinthians 3:8; 5:18-20. 
x John 3:3, 5; John 5:25; Revelation 20:4-6. 
xi Cf. 1 Corinthians 4:9-13. 
xii 1 John 3:1b-2. 
xiii Cf. 1 Corinthians 1:18ff. 
xiv John 14:6. 
xv 1 John 3:3. 
xvi Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 2:16. 
xvii Romans 8:13. 
xviii Galatians 5:22, 23. 
xix Romans 8:28. 
xx Mark 16:16a. 



sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Larry Hock  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Aaron Raschke   Dave Schmedt 
 
Organist: Sally Brockway 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
   Epistle: 1 John 3:1-3 
   Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
 
WE PRAY: Gracious Father, who in Jesus Christ, Your Son, have opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all who believe, we are indebted to You beyond words 
for Your grace and mercy in Jesus Christ, our Lord, under whom our loved ones 
whom You have taken to Yourself lived and through whom they have been giv-
en eternal life in the mansions You have made ready for Your holy people; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God 
with dominion over us forever. Amen 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—24        Adult Bible Class—15      Worship—71 

 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

  WEEKLY OFFERING 
Offering                                                    $2,478.53 
Weekly income needed per 2020 Budget                        $4,011.98 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
             ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     6:00 pm Elders’ meeting 
      7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
            
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 

MATTHEW 5:7 – “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” 
This is one of many Bible passages that remind us that we reap what we sow. 
Likewise, what God puts into us – His own love, mercy, kindness, and generosi-
ty – flows back out of us. It all starts with His self-giving. 
 
SAINTS IN ETERNITY—Following are those from St. John’s who have gone 
to their eternal home since All Saints’ Day 2019:  Stephen Mooney, Cleone 



Loenser, Robert Daniels, Brandon Gehn, Joyce Miller, Rob Dagit, Lee Johnson, 
and Duane Miller. 
 
KEEPING CHRIST ON CAMPUS—The Central Illinois District of LCMS 
has important campus ministries at U of I Urbana-Champaign, ISU Normal, 
EIU Charleston, and WIU Macomb. Each year fewer dollars are received for 
this ministry. Your help is vital in keeping contact with students at our universi-
ties. Our Thanksgiving offering  has been designated for this work. Your gener-
ous gifts will help keep this work going. All gifts given by July 1, 2021 will  be 
matched up to $10,000. Place your “Thanksgiving” offering in the plate  found 
in the Narthex or on Thanksgiving Eve. 
 
ADVENT FESTIVAL—Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 28th at 
9 am. We will gather to decorate the church building, and prepare for the Ad-
vent/Christmas season. A box lunch will be served. Please fill out the lunch 
form and place in  the basket by Nov. 22. We will work in a safe manner to help 
keep everyone healthy. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray:  

MISSION–Give thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Ask Him to 
empower Christians to follow their example of faith and good works. Give 
thanks for the saints on earth. Pray that His Church might continue in the true 
faith and proclaim the saving Good News. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. Jim Rahn—We offer before You our common request for 
the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Jim and ask your 
blessing on him. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Bob Esterlein  Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  John Neumann 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 

Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 
Dick Fornasiere (brother-in-law of Sherry Wechsler) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders  (President of Iowa East District) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
““Adoption can be an enormously unselfish gift to a baby, not only as a way to 
give a child a secure, loving, stable family but to give that child the most pre-
cious gift of all—life.” Dr. Jean Garton, former president of Lutherans For 
Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


