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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“THE WAY OF THE CROSS LEADS TO GLORY” 

The Christian faith can at times seem almost contradictory. One second we’re proclaiming that the life of a 
disciple is full of tribulations and being hated by the world, the next we’re talking about how disciples are heirs 
of God’s kingdom, actually being royal priests and kings in that kingdom. Do these two very different concepts 
connect? The answer is “Yes,” but as always, we need to look to Jesus to help us understand how. 

Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the Second Person of the most holy Trinity. Being true God, all honor, glory 
and praise are His from all eternity to all eternity. Yet, for the salvation of the world, the Son of God set aside 
His glory and privileged position to come to earth and become true man, the man Jesus of Nazareth. 
Consequently, the glorious eternal Son of God was raised by parents of a humble social class, lived a life of 
hardship and poverty, and finally was rejected by the very world He came to save, being brutally tortured and 
killed by the horrifying means of crucifixion, an execution reserved for the lowest and vilest of criminals. 

That was not the end, however. On the third day He came to life. He descended into hell and declared His 
victory over the powers of darkness, and then He rose from the dead, demonstrating to His disciples that He was 
alive, thus proving that everything He taught during His three-year ministry was true. 

And what did Jesus teach? He taught that those who would come after Him must deny themselves and pick 
up their cross and follow Him (Matt 16:24). He said that in this world His followers will have great trouble 
(John 16:33). In fact, His disciples must lose their life for Him (Matt 16:25), sometimes literally, but always 
true as we suffer the scorn of the world and die to our own sinful desires. His inspired apostle, St. Paul, 
proclaimed that it is through many tribulations that believers will enter the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). And 
in and through all this, the devil like a roaring lion is prowling around, seeking to devour us (1 Peter 5:8). 

Truly, one of the devil’s best attacks is to get us to view the suffering that we face in this world as a sign 
either of God’s impotence, or His lack of love for us. Satan wants us to believe that if God truly loved us, and if 
we were truly faithful, our problems would be gone, or at least much fewer than what they are. So, he tries to 
lead us to view the cross, that is suffering as a believer, as a weak thing, something that strong Christians should 
move beyond as sufferings should not be the norm for a faithful Christian.   

But consider this, Jesus is true man. And as true man, He was perfectly faithful. Therefore, if Satan’s lines 
were true, Jesus never should have suffered at all. But his lines are lies, for Jesus suffered, and horribly so. Of 
course, Jesus did not deserve such. And as true God, He could have halted the tribulations at any moment, but 
He didn’t. Why? Because He was doing what He did for us and for our salvation. For while Jesus didn’t 



deserve to suffer and die, we do. But He willingly took our place so that through Him we could be saved, and 
live with Him forever. 

And that is how the two seemingly contradictory thought streams connect. Here on earth, our life imitates 
Jesus’ life as He approached the cross. We face not only the many pains of living in a fallen world, but also the 
assaults of the devil and the world due to our being Christians, just as our Lord suffered the assaults from Satan 
and the world of unbelievers. And just as Jesus died, so too will we face physical death. But because of Christ’s 
suffering and death in our place, we have had our sins washed away. And just as our Lord Jesus rose from the 
dead on that first Easter, and then ascended into the glory of heaven, we Christians will also have our own 
“Easter,” when on the Last Day He will raise us from the dead, reuniting our bodies and souls, both perfected 
and glorified, and lead us into the new heavens and new earth for all eternity.  

Yes, the way of the cross is very painful right now, but our Lord promises to be with us every step of the 
way, giving us the strength, we need to carry on. And when our time is completed here, He will call us to 
Himself, and our time of suffering under the cross will end as the glories of eternity open before us. So 
remember, we are predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son (Romans 8:29), temporarily suffering 
under the cross on earth as He once did, then entering the joys of heaven where He is now. And then what St. 
Paul wrote for our consolation and encouragement here and now will be shown true, “For I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). So, 
bear the cross patiently my dear brothers and sisters, for by such He is preparing you for your future eternal 
glory!  
                                                                                                                              In Christ’s service, Pastor Nerud 
 

APOLOGETICS ARTICLE: 
CAINS WIFE, Part 2 

Last month we began a two-part series on the topic of Cain’s wife. The reason this is an issue is because 
either Cain had to marry someone outside of Adam and Eve’s descendants, which would then deny that they 
(Adam and Eve) were the first people from whom all others came, or Cain would have had to marry a sister (or 
at least a niece, which would still require at least one of Adam and Eve’s sons to marry one of their daughters) 
which is biologically bad (inbreeding issues) and morally reprehensible according to God’s own Word. In the 
previous article we took up the issue of biology and showed that marrying close relations would not have been 
detrimental at that time (closer to after the Fall into sin). This month we will consider the moral and theological 
issues of marrying a close relative, such as brother and sister. 

“None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness1…You shall not 
uncover the nakedness of your sister…I am the LORD your God.”2 

At first glance it would certainly appear that Cain marrying his sister is completely contrary to God’s will. 
And even if Cain married a niece, this would still be prohibited as they are “close relatives” and, as previously 
stated, it would still require at least one of Cain’s brothers and sisters to marry each other (where did the niece 
come from!). So, we have a seeming contradiction or, even worse, a situation in which God forced people to sin 
as He commands them to have children but the only option is through a sinful relationship. But is that really the 
case? Not at all! 

The law quoted above was given to Moses and the Israelites at Mt. Sinai after the Exodus from Egypt in 
~1446 B.C. In other words, before this time, this was not yet a law for people!  Case in point: consider Abraham 
and Sarah who would have been married before 2000 B.C.3  Sarah is not only Abraham’s wife, but also his half-
sister!4 We see no evidence whatsoever that God was displeased with this union, but instead we note how He 
supported it and blessed it, especially in the sense that their child Isaac continued the Messianic line. Therefore, 
what would be declared sinful some 600 years later was not sinful yet at that time. Therefore, there is no moral 
issue involved in Cain marrying his sister, for it was not prohibited at that time, nor even yet in the time of 
Abraham, which is at least 2,000 years after the creation.    

                                                            
1 Euphemism for sexual relations.  
2 Leviticus 18:6, 9a, 30.  The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV). 
3 They were known as Abram and Sarai at that time. 
4 Genesis 20:12. 



With that stated, there is one more thing that needs to be addressed, however. While we now see that there 
was neither biological nor moral issues involved, what about theological. Consider God’s own words, “I the 
LORD do not change.”5 But doesn’t the Lord change here as He now prohibits, yes condemns, what He once 
tolerated, even blessed? Again, at first glance it might seem so, but such is not really the case. 

In His being, God is Triune, eternal, spirit, holy, just, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, faithful, good, 
merciful, gracious, loving (truly, “is love”) and yes, unchangeable (immutable).  But God need not change in 
His being to respond to changing needs here on earth.6   

Remember the biological realities of genetic deterioration, caused by mutations, which are more likely to be 
expressed by marrying close relatives (as we spoke about last month). Now consider Israel’s situation as they 
were preparing to enter the Promised Land.  They were to avoid marrying outside of fellow Israelites.7 First and 
foremost, this was to protect them from false belief and idolatry, for their own salvation and because from this 
nation was to come the promised Messiah, the “seed of the woman.”8 However, this command to not marry 
outsiders would mean that they would be more likely to marry close relatives (previously acceptable). But since 
the bloodlines would become genetically “isolated,” mutations would quickly build up and lead to all sorts of 
troubles. So, by giving the law prohibiting marriage between “close relatives,” the danger of such genetic 
disorders was thereby made much less likely. So, God shows His loving providence with this command, 
protecting them in both soul and body! 

But what about us today? While some might claim that this prohibition was given solely to Old Testament 
Israel, we recognize that Paul upheld it, at least in part, when dealing with the Gentiles in Corinth.9 It should 
also be noted that the law codes of many countries reflect this prohibition as well, some no doubt influenced by 
Leviticus, but others not.10 And we are duty bound to obey the lawful government unless they contradict God’s 
clear Word on an issue.   

Not surprising then, our practice in the Church today is to not marry those who are in such “forbidden 
degrees,” that is forbidden by Leviticus 18. Beyond current civil laws, this is because we rightly recognize that 
while the ceremonial and civil regulations that were given to Israel are specific to them and not binding upon 
the Christian Church, the moral Law is for all people.  And, as always, such laws are really for our good, as we 
recognize that marrying close relatives today would also likely lead to serious genetic issues as the time period 
between us and the Fall into sin has been long enough for the mutations to build up in all of us, a phenomenon 
known as genetic (or mutational) burden or load.11 To put it simply, we all know how inbreeding leads to bad 
things! (“You might be a redneck if…”!)  

Consequently, we see once again God our Father acting as both our loving provider and protector in body 
and soul, in time for eternity! Recognizing such, may we constantly thank, praise, serve and obey Him for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord and Savior.                                                                             Pastor Nerud 

 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are 
encouraged to attend) 

2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 
Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor (we are planning on offering this 
study at a different time for more than just the men soon, so keep your ears tuned!) 

3. A second Men’s Bible study, the second Tuesday of every month @ 1 pm, ‘One Christ, 
Many Creeds”.   

                                                            
5 Malachi 3:6. 
6 This must not be used to justify sin.  God’s Word, His Law and Gospel revealed in Scripture, does not change.  The later prohibition 
of close relative marriages doesn’t change God’s already established Word that sex is for marriage and marriage is between one man 
and one woman for life.  It simply added some restrictions as to who that one man or woman could be.   
7 Unless that person converted to worshipping the true God, such as Ruth.  See the book of Ruth. 
8 Genesis 3:15.  This was the Messianic seed that Abraham passed on to Isaac through Sarah as previously mentioned. 
9 1 Corinthians 5:1. 
10 Such as pre-Christian Rome, which Paul makes clear in 1 Cor 5:1. 
11 An issue that evolutionists have a difficult time accounting for since they claim humans have been around for a much longer time, 
which would correspondingly increase the genetic burden of mutations present in the human population. 



CONGREGATIONAL 150TH CELEBRATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15 
 150 years of unending gifts have been poured out upon this congregation. It is good that we thank and 
praise God for all His faithful love and provisions. All members past and present are invited to join for a special 
time of worship and celebration on Sunday, September 15, 2019. Following is the schedule for the day. 
  8:45 am – Sunday school, Adult & Youth Bible Study 
            10:00 am – Divine Worship with Communion,  
                                                             Guest Organist is Ken Erdman, Guest Pastor is Rev. Justin Kane. 
              11:30 am – Congregational photograph 
            12:30 pm – Congregational Catered lunch (Reservations appreciated, call church office @  
                                          309-949-2516 or email Terri using churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Submit bulletin articles by Wednesdays and Newsletter articles by the third Sunday each month. 
 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

There will not be a picnic at Matzen’s Lake this year due to their vacancy. 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
1 Gary Johns 
3 John 
Thompson 
4 Sean Barry 
7 Autumn Raschke 
8 Joyce Miller 
8 Kristy Rodgers 
8 Scott Welch 

9 Tyson Aper 
9 Matthew Werling 
9 Griffin Marckese 
13 Linda Pinegar 
15 Janice Dahl 
16 Jared Wright 
18 Joel Goetz 
19 Don Hickenbottom 

20 Dawn Daebelliehn 
21 Jamie Lambin 
22 Lisa Bear 
26 Cole Freeman 
26 Kayci Freeman 
27 Linda Lundquist 
31 Kindra Thompson

AUGUST BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
1 Aidan Coppejans 
3 Tristan Blank 
3 Sandra Rahn 
6 Madeline Mosher 
7 Broc Krantz 
8 Arlyn Helke 
 

9 Marta Haughton 
9 Sabrina Smith 
10 Cali McKibbon 
14 Rylan Mitchell 
15 Sean Barry 
18 Elizabeth Bjork 
 

21 Scott Rahn 
23 Elizabeth Hock 
24 David Schmedt 
26 Gage Gehn 
30 Jan Dahl 
31 Gary Johns 
31 Rodney Miller 

 



AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
6 Brent/Bailie Bauchmann (2016) – 3 yrs 
8 Lucas/Nicole Thompson (2015) – 4 yrs 
12 Rodney/Theresa Miller (1989) - 30 yrs 
16 Kem/Linda Schillinger (1997) - 22 yrs 
19 John/Elizabeth Neumann (1961) - 58 yrs 
19 John/Carolyn Wildermuth (1956) – 63 yrs 

21 Shane/Heidi McKibbon (1999) - 20 yrs 
25 Jim/Shirley Dahl (1956) - 63 yrs 
29 Richard/Trish Anderson (1998) - 21 yrs 
30 Brian/Jennifer Magerkurth (1997) - 22 yrs 
30 John/Kindra Thompson (1989) - 30 yrs 

 
PASTOR ON VACATION 

 Pastor Nerud and his family will be on vacation August 5 – 19. If you need pastoral care, please call one 
of the Elders (Joel Werling, Brad Gehn, or Larry Hock). You may also call Terri in the church office. 
 

LWML NEWS 
 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday July 9, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 10 members, 
1 guest, and Pastor Nerud present. Joyce Dodge opened our meeting in the name of 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
 The Biblical Paradox for this month comes from 2 Corinthians 12:9 – “But 
He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness”. This paradox happens to be a part of our Bible study for today. 
 Joyce Dodge read a devotion from ‘The Best of Portals of Prayer’, ‘His Offer of Freedom’ which is 
based on John 8:36. Joyce then led our Bible Study from the Quarterly, “God’s Time”. In this study we read 
how time was created by our loving God. We discussed how we measure time. Some periods are long and 
difficult while others are filled with joy, peace, or anticipation. We clearly see that no matter what our 
circumstances are, we are not alone. God is there every moment of every day and He will use all to His glory 
and for the strengthening and good of our faith. 
 Minutes from the June meeting were approved as printed. We received the Lutheran World Relief 
newsletter. 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. June receipts - Mites; $601.08, 
Operating; $25, Missions; $35. Expense Distributions - Mites; $601.08, Operating; $20.  Balance: Missions; 
$623.84, Operating; $189.67, Totally; $813.51. A check was given to Terri for the second quarter payment for 
the Clausings support. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 Joyce verified that indeed 102 rolls of quarters ($1020.00) were given at the District Convention. These 

were given to the Veterans to be used in laundry needs.  
 Joyce thanked everyone for the bars of soap. You can still bring some and place it in the LWML 

collection box. We will put together the health kits in the next several weeks.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
 Nominations for LWML Zone President are requested by July 15th.  
 We thanked Denise Winchell for joining us this afternoon. 
 Joyce handed out the National Mite Projects. See attachment. 

Our next meeting will be August 13 with devotions & topic by Terri Hock and Betty Firch as Hostess. 
We wished Wanda a happy birthday. The meeting was closed with all praying together Mite Prayer #3.  
Wanda served ice cream and poppyseed cupcakes.               

                 Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 
 

MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 
Lutheran Laymen League Booth at the Illinois State Fair . . . .…………………………………………. $5,000 
 This grant would enable the LLL to distribute Christian materials free of charge at its booth at the 
Illinois State Fair. These funds would be used to purchase Christian books for children and Bibles as well as 
Lutheran Hour Ministry booklets. 

 



ALTAR FLOWERS 
Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the flower chart which is on the bulletin 

board next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you 
want to provide flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest 
is done for you. 

 
YOUTH NEWS 

 The youth will have a “Water Fun” event Sunday, August 4 immediately after the 
worship service. There will be lots of water games and fun. We will start off with a meal 
and devotion. Please bring 2 dishes to pass (one needs to be a main course type dish), 
water games, towels to dry with and a change of clothes. You also need clothes that you 
can play in and get wet in. This should be great fun. All youth 7 – 12 grade youth are 
invited. Guests are most welcome as well. The more the merrier. 

 
                                                    SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

 Summer is going by very quickly. Soon it will be Rally Day. This is a day of food, 
games and lots of fun. Mark your calendars for August 18th. After worship there will be a 
potluck dinner. Bring several dishes to share. Table service and drinks will be provided. 
   

                                                          ST JOHN 150TH TRIVIA QUIZ 
 The committee for the 150th celebration has decided that it would be fund to include some information in 
each monthly newsletter about the history of our congregation. It is important that we appreciate the way our 
church was founded by those German immigrants and the lengths they went to in assurance their families would 
be faithful to the teachings of the Gospel. 

1. T or F    A choir has been a part of St. John’s worship service off and on since the 1890’s 
2. T or F   St. John’s had a cornet band composed of about 12 young men who wore uniforms with hats 

and entertained at many occasions. 
3. T or F    For many years Rev. Mennicke had charge of the congregation in Coal Valley 
4. T or F   He was asked to come to Colona to hold church services. He preached his first sermon their 

Christmas Day, 1905. 
5. T or F    Several children in Colona were also instructed and confirmed. 

 
Do you have old pictures of St. John’s people or activities especially before 1900? Contact Bev Peterson. 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

Have you ever noticed the subtle ceremony of receiving the offerings during the Divine Service? The 
offerings are collected in plates or baskets, and they are brought forward and given to the pastor or an assistant. 
The pastor turns toward the altar, and, as he slightly bows his head, the offerings are 
raised slightly to the Lord and placed on the altar or an adjacent table.  

Why do we have this ceremony? And what does it teach us? For that is what 
ceremony does – it teaches, as the Augsburg Confession tells us what we need to know 
about Christ (AC XXIV, 1–3). 

Originally, this ceremony included more than simply bringing forward what was 
collected in the offering plates. The elements for the Holy Communion – the bread and the wine – were brought 
forward with the offerings. The offerings and elements were lifted toward the Lord and placed upon the altar. 
The altar, now made a table, would be set for the Lord’s Supper.  

Gifts brought to the altar come from the sweat of His people’s brow. They are the bread and wine, the 
fruits of His people’s labor in this fallen world. After six days of labor and toil, the people are to bring a 
generous proportion for the Lord’s work. Gifts set upon the altar are offered to the Lord for Him to take up and 
press into service for His gracious work. 

For what is offered to the Lord from the sweat of His people’s brow – the bread of anxious toil – comes 
back to us as the bread of life. The bread comes down from heaven that whoever eats this bread and drinks this 



cup will receive life through the forgiveness of their sins.  
This is not unlike what the Lord did for His people in the Old Testament:  

 
“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord 
your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear 
the Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, 
when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God 
chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and 
go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or 
sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the Lord 
your God and rejoice, you and your household.” (Deut. 14:22-26)  
 
What a blessing! God provides for us in all things. He provides bread from the sweat of our brows. He 

receives this from us in the first-fruits offerings we give to Him in thanksgiving and praise, and He turns these 
into spiritual bread. He gives this heavenly bread – the bread of eternal life – back to us so we might have joy. 

So, the next time you are in the Divine Service, watch this ceremony in wonder. The offerings we have 
given to Him, the Lord gives back to us in His supper so that we may rejoice in the salvation He won for us 
upon the cross. 
 

EVANGELISM 
Raising a family is hard work, especially in today's world. Although there are many external forces that 

influence our families, children still look to their parents for guidance in the major areas of their lives. The 
booklet "Raising Your Children with Respect” offers help for building a rewarding relationship with your 
children. Look for this booklet in the tract rack in the narthex. 

Have you been praying for a friend or acquaintance who needs to know how much Jesus has done for 
him/her?  Praying for that friend is important.  Pray for their families, their jobs, their health, their joys and their 
sorrows. Pray that God would open the door for you to share how much Jesus means to you.  Meanwhile 
praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ.  Colossians 
4:3 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 
families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to 
join them whenever possible. There is no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                          
Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a 
special prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact 
the church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can pray 

for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  

James 5:16b 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
 During the month of August, we ask you remember the Board of Education (Sandy Rahn, Wanda Rahn), 
teachers (Wanda Rahn, Marilyn Woods, Sheila Magerkurth, Sandy Rahn, Heidi McKibbon), and Bible Study 



Leaders (Pastor Nerud, Steve Mooney, John Neumann). Pray that the words they speak will remain faithful to 
the Word of God and will touch the lives of all who come under their teaching. 
  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 Throughout each month, please join the Council in praying for two families of St. John’s congregation 
during the month of August: Justine Mitchell family, Steve Magerkurth family 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular 
worship in church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s 
love and mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their 
confirmation promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and 
minister to their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who 
will reach out to help provide for those needs. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You 

would show mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Larry Hock 

Steve/Paula Mooney 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 
John Wildermuth 
Paula Chapa 

Bob Esterlein 
Cleone Loenser 
Bob Peterson  
Joyce Miller   

Lynne Johnson 
Bob Daniels 
Marilyn Woods

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Dennis Klavon (brother of Carolyn Werner) 
Sue Miller (sister-in-law of Dan Werner) 

Bob DeBoever (friend of Mike/Francie Kolb) 
Mackenlee Bauchmann (Daughter of Brent/Bailie 
Bauchmann) 
Alaina Dicky (great niece of Sandy Kane)             
Judy Umbarger (wife of Pastor Umbarger, St. John EM) 
Rosemary Sternbeck (wife of Pastor David Sternbeck)  
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary Gardner (nephew of Bob & Lois Esterlein 

 
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

“The Lord is faithful through all generations, therefore we will tell of His mercy to our children.” 
 The verse above is our theme throughout this year of 2019. St. John’s Lutheran Church is celebrating a 



tremendous milestone of God’s faithfulness and blessings. During the year, we will focus on the many gifts 
given to our ancestors and us throughout these many years. Not only will we look back, but we want to look 
forward as well. We have a great message to share. Our ancestors knew the importance of staying true to the 
Word of God and they eagerly shared this message of God’s grace through Jesus to their families, friends, 
surrounding communities and the world. We can do no less. May our voices speak in strength and boldness 
about our loving Heavenly Father and the salvation given to all who would believe in Christ Jesus.                                                             
Answers to quiz: All are True 
 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
  Preorders are being taken now for your commemorative Christmas Ornament in celebration of our 
Sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary. Quality Pewter 2D ornaments can purchased for $12 (this includes 
shipping cost). Ornaments will arrive before the holidays, making them a great gift. Orders are being taken now. 
Please sign the sheet in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office @ 309-949-2516. All orders must be paid 
in advance.  

 
Listen to:    
  Music of the Church,  
             Morning Chapel,  
                    and Issues, Etc. 
Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 

LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
CID LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE RETREAT 

St. Paul’s Missionary Journeys   
 

Led by Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb 
 

September 7, 2019 
at Camp CILCA  

9 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 
 

Fee $10.  Register by Sept. 1 with 
Deloris Blessman 
24204 ECR 1850N 
Topeka, IL  61567 

delorisblessman@yahoo.com 
The apostle Paul set out into the Mediterranean world, telling the Good News of Jesus. No setting 

proved too formidable for him, no place too forbidding. Paul got his resolve from his message and his Master. 
Faced with the mission challenges of the 21st century, we will study how Paul by God’s grace met mission 
challenges in the first century. Please read Acts 13-20 ahead of time, and bring your Bible to the retreat!  Co-
sponsored by the CID & CID LLL 



FORMER MUSLIM TO SPEAK AT ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, MATINO 
Hesham Shehab grew up in a world of bitter animosity between Muslims and 

Christians, which he experienced personally in a physical attack when only about 7.  
By age 13 he was recruited by the Muslim Brotherhood (Lebanese Chapter) and later 
fought against Christians in the 1975 war in Lebanon. 

In 1980, while Hesham was going to the American University of Beirut, 
Lebanon (AUB), for premedical studies, his brother was killed by a Christian militia.  
Hesham's response was to study by day, and by night take out his revenge in attacks 
on Christians.  However, hearing the Sermon on the Mount, in a course of cultural 

studies (at that college), brought him to faith.  Hesham found in Jesus Christ a way of forgiveness and 
reconciliation with God instead of hatred and revenge.  Ultimately, the Lord led Hesham to the vocation of 
pastor. 

In 2008, with the support of local churches, Rev. Shehab planted Salam Christian Fellowship, a mission 
to Muslims in the western suburbs of Chicago.  This mission reaches out to refugees and new immigrants from 
eight Middle Eastern countries and shares the Gospel with Muslims in three languages (Arabic, Farsi, and 
English). 

Rev. Shehab has earned an MA in the History of the Arabs and Ph.D. studies in Islamic History.  He has 
worked as a journalist at two Lebanese newspapers and adjunct professor at AUB. 

Rev. Shehab will be the special guest of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in rural Manito, IL on August 25, 
2019.  He will conduct a special Sunday School hour and preach at the church service.  He will answer 
questions about the Middle East, Political Islam, and Terrorism at a potluck after the service.  Then He will 
make a special community-wide presentation that afternoon.  St. Paul’s invites all members of the community to 
take advantage of this special opportunity. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is in the countryside about half-way between Forest City and Green Valley 
IL.  Our street address is: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 21819 N. Co. Rd. 3300E, Manito, IL. 61546. 
The schedule for the day will be: 
 9:00 AM Sunday School in the Parish Hall 
 10:00 AM Service in the main church building 
NOON     Potluck Dinner in the Parish Hall 

1:00 PM  Community-wide Presentation in Parish 
Hall

 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 ELDER 

Brad Gehn 
ACOLYTE 
Kyle Rahn 

USHERS 
 

Boehm         Helke 
Erdman      Hollatz 
Gehn            Schmedt 
Goetz 

1 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Ladies Aid 1:30 pm 
Elders 6:30  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7:30 pm 

2 3 

4 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

5 6 7 8 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

9 10 

11 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

12 13 
LWML/Men’s Bible 
                Study 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

14 15 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

16 17 

18     RALLY DAY 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
Potluck/Games 11 am 

19 20 
Council meeting 7 pm 

21 22 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

23 24 

25     
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
 

26 27 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

28 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

29 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

30 31 

     2019 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH             
8948 N 1900 AVE           
GENESEO  IL  61254                                  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE 
CLASS - 8:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy Communion 

Rally Day – August 18th 


