
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
January 17, 2021             Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book p. 184. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                                Psalm 40:1–5; antiphon: vv. 10a, b  
I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation; 
I waited patiently for the Lord; 
 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, 
 and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. 
He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
 Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 
Blessèd is the man who makes the Lord his trust, who does not   
   turn to the proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 
You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds 
and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with you! 



I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than can be  
   told. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I have not hidden your deliverance within my heart; 
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation.  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your peo-
ple and grant us Your peace through all our days; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
First Reading                               1 Samuel 3:1-10, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                                           Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8   
Praise the Lord, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 

Epistle                                   1 Corinthians 6:12-20, on back of bulletin 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                                    Isaiah 49:3  
           P   Alleluia. You are my servant, Israel,    
           C   in whom I will be glorified. Alleluia.  
  

Holy Gospel                                             John 1:43-51, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: 402 The Only Son from Heaven   
 

 
 

Sermon 
 
Presentation and Dedication of Pledges 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

          P     Almighty and most merciful God, the Father of our Lord  
      Jesus Christ, we give You thanks for all Your goodness and tender   
      mercies, especially for the gift of Your dear Son and for the revela- 
      tion of Your will and grace. Implant Your Word in us that, with good  
      and honest hearts, we may keep it and bring forth the fruits of faith. 

     We humbly implore You to rule and govern Your Church 
throughout the world. Bless all those who proclaim Your truth that 
we may be preserved in the pure doctrine of Your saving Word and 
that faith in You may be strengthened, love toward others increased, 
and Your kingdom extended. Send forth laborers into Your harvest, 
and sustain those whom You have sent that the Word of reconcilia-
tion may be proclaimed to all people and the Gospel preached in all 
the world. 
     Grant health and prosperity to all who are in authority, especially 

to the president and congress of the United States, the governor and 
legislature of this state, and to all those who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 
     Grant them grace to rule according to Your good pleasure for the 
maintenance of righteousness and the hindrance and punishment of 
wickedness, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godli-
ness and honesty. 
     According to Your good pleasure, turn the hearts of our enemies 
and adversaries that they may cease their hostilities and walk with us 
in meekness and in peace. 
     Comfort, O God, with Your Holy Spirit all who are in trouble, 
want, sickness, anguish of labor, peril of death, or any other adversi-
ty. We pray especially for Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, 
Don, John, Lois, Betty, Justin, Donald, Delores, Arlyn, Derek,  
Harley, Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Carol, Fred, Jodi, 
Glenn, Mike, Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Casey, Jim, Laurie, Drew, 
Kathleen, Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, and Karen. Grant courage 
and steadfastness especially to those who suffer for Your name’s sake 
that they may receive and accept their afflictions in the confidence 
that You will acknowledge them as Your own. 
     Although we have deserved Your righteous wrath and punishment, 
yet, we ask You, O most merciful Father, not to remember the sins of 
our youth nor our many transgressions. Out of Your unspeakable 
goodness and mercy defend us from all harm and danger to body and 
soul. Preserve us from false doctrine, from war and bloodshed, from 
plague and pestilence, from all calamity by fire and water, from hail 
and tempest, from failure of harvest and from famine, from anguish 
of heart and despair of Your mercy, and from an evil death. In every 
time of trouble, show Yourself a very present help, the Savior of all, 
especially to those who believe. 
     Cause all needed fruits of the earth to prosper that we may enjoy 
them in due season. Give success to the Christian training of the 
young, to all lawful occupations on land, sea, and air, and to all pure 
arts and useful knowledge, crowning them with Your blessing. 
     Receive, O God, our bodies and souls and all our talents, together 
with the offerings we bring You, for by His blood Your Son has pur-
chased us to be Your own that we may live under Him in His king-
dom. 
     These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, 
O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord 
and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.     

C Amen.  



Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Benedicamus 
          P Bless we the Lord.  
           C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
    P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
            The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  
                 peace. 
     C Amen. 
 

At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does not feel 
comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are welcome to 
depart. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 
what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In 
Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 

have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying:   

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven  
       and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
       na in the highest. 

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
            the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
C Lord, now let Thou Thy servant depart in peace accord-

ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 



Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have re-
freshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C Amen. 
********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Hymn 394: Text and tune: Public domain  
Hymn 402: Text and tune: Public domain 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo         
https:/www.facebook.comSt.JohnGLY 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Aaron Raschke  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Don Hock, Andrew Hock, Josh Hock 
 
Organist: John Neumann 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
   Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20  
   Holy Gospel: John 1:43-51 
 
WE PRAY: Omniscient Lord, to whom all things are known and from whom 
nothing is hidden, accept our gratitude for accepting us where we are, and for 
loving us as we are, and hear our prayer to keep the memory of Your sacrifice 
and the hope of Your appearing in our minds; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 



LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—14    Adult Bible Class—14     Worship—55 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $5,671.70 
Weekly Budget needed              
$3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
      Pledge Sunday 
Monday   OFFICE CLOSED 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     1:30 pm Adult Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship   
                  
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 6:19b-20 – “You are not your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your body.” God owns everything, including 
our very selves. We were made to serve Him and glorify Him and will never 
truly be happy or find our fulfillment until we learn that lesson. Jesus has re-
deemed us and brought us back into the Kingdom of the Father, and that has set 
us free to serve Him in joy, generosity, liberty, and faith. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members for 
those attending worship each service and those taking communion when being 
served. Thank you for your help. 
 
PLEDGE SUNDAY will be observed today. Pledge cards are on the front en-
trance table or in Jan. newsletter. If you do not have your pledge card filled out 
today you may send it to the church and it will be placed in the Pledge Box. 
 
NEW FLOWER CHART has been put up. Please help with donating flowers 
for a Sunday. The cost is $20. You will find yellow envelopes, found on the 
flower chart, to be used for your donation. Please list the special event and date 
you wish to give flowers. Also, sign the flower chart next to the appropriate 
Sunday. The flowers will be ordered and picked up for you. 
 
ANNUAL GIVING STATEMENTS are in your church mailboxes or mailed 
to those not currently attending. Questions can be directed to Terri in the office. 

VOTER’S ASSEMBLY—Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 31. This 
meeting will begin promptly after the worship service. Your voice is needed. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray. 

MISSION–Pray for all missionaries around the world, who leave family and 
friends to travel to a foreign land to share the Gospel with those who have not 
heard. Pray that God would grant them safety, wisdom and strength. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Margo Schillinger—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be 
so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Margo 
and ask your blessing on her.  
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Fred Magerkurth Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Donald Gilbert (uncle of Pastor Nerud) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Carol Leaneagh (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 



Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Abortion isn’t something happening in another state or county or city. It is hap-
pening right in our backyards. And now we know many [who have had abor-
tions] attend churches regularly and are sitting in our church pews looking for 
answers. May the Lord provide the answers needed to send a message of hope 
and forgiveness as well as proclaiming abortion to not be in God’s will.” Virgin-
ia J. Flo, Minnesota Regional Director & National Conference Director for Lu-
therans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

EPIPHANY 
The Greek word epiphaneia refers to the appearance of a god among mortals. 
The same word was adapted to describe the visit of a king to a favored city. He 
was greeted with pomp. Days were spent in feasting and revelry, all at the 
king’s expense. 
 
The epiphany of Jesus is the Lord’s gracious appearance to His people with 
signs and wonders and favors given at His own expense. Epiphany is about the 
Magi, the gathering of the Gentiles as God’s people. It is also about the Baptism 
of our Lord, who prepares the waters of Baptism for us. Epiphany is about Je-
sus’ first sign or miracle performed at Cana to bless a marriage. 
 
Epiphany always begins on January 6th. The length of the season depends on 
the date of Easter. The last Sunday of epiphany is Transfiguration Sunday. 
 
As for custom, Epiphany Day and the Baptism of our Lord (the first Sunday 
after Epiphany Day) the color is white, symbolizing joy and purity. For the rest 
of the Epiphany season, the color is green, the color of life and growth. On 
Epiphany Day burn the Christmas tree at a bonfire. Sing carols and hymns 
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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 17, 2021 
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 (Epistle) 
Other Texts: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (Old Testament Reading); John 1:43-51 (Gospel) 
 

“Christian Freedom” 
 
The light of God’s grace, mercy, and peace, which was made fully manifest in His Son Christ 
Jesus, illumine you in through faith in your Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
One of the works attributed to the Holy Spirit under the broad heading of Sanctificationi is His 
enlightening us, that is, shining the light of Christ and His Word into our hearts and minds 
thereby forcing the darkness of sin and Satan to flee. The illumination begins when the Spirit 
fills a sinner’s heart and mind with the saving revelation of God’s grace in Christ Jesus. Thus as 
the rising sun brings its brightness and warmth, so also all who have had the Sun of 
Righteousness,ii that is, the Son of God, rise in them, have been illuminated by the Spirit. On 
them the certain promise of salvation shines just like the warming rays of the sun.  
 
Yet, there is another aspect to the Spirit’s illumination. For just as the rising sun increasingly 
chases away the darkness of the night, so also the Holy Spirit through the Word continues to 
increasingly enlighten believers so that our saving faith would be all the more strengthened, our 
love for God and others grow warmer, our hope in salvation reinforced. Thus not only for the 
unbeliever, but for the believer as well the psalm remains true, “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.”iii And while we must confess that this illumination will not reach its 
zenith within us until heaven, we delight in its ever-increasing light and, truly, we should not try 
to shade ourselves from the Spirit’s illumination through the Word.  
 
In today’s Epistle, the Holy Spirit would illumine us through St. Paul who is addressing a critical 
topic for believers, that is, the freedom of the Christian. This is a topic that he will continue to 
deal with in later parts of this letter as well as in other letters, especially Romans.  
 
Christian freedom comes from none other than the incarnate Lord Himself, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”iv 
He then concludes saying, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”v The Son of 
God has set us free by redeeming us, not with gold or silver or any other thing of this earth, for 
all such are of no value in spiritual matters. He has redeemed us, bought us back, with His holy 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death as our substitute. For that is why He 
became a true man, since only God’s blood could pay the price required to free us. 
 
But from what have we been redeemed and in what does our freedom consist? This is the great 
question as freedom is understood in a variety of ways, and those ways often change over time. 
As an example, freedom as it has been understood in the civil realm of our nation has changed 
from “For God and country” with a recognition of limits for the benefit of the nation, to “For me, 
myself, and I” with no limiting factor but what I desire, even as there must be limits upon those 
who disagree with me, even using violence if “necessary.” As citizens of this land, we can and 
should cringe at this change of understanding of freedom in our nation, for the new concept is 
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actually destroying the freedoms with which we have been blessed. So as Christian citizens we 
rightly pray to the Lord of the nations for our nation that our rulers would be wise. 
 
Yet we must not confuse Christian liberty with earthly liberty. For when Pilate asked Jesus if He 
was a king, His reply was quite clear, “My kingdom is not of this world.”vi While one can make 
an argument that the recognition of certain political and civil liberties has come forth from the 
rise of Christianity, especially the Protestant Reformation, and there is truth to that, just like the 
Jews of Jesus’ day who were longing for a political Messiah, so too must we recognize that 
God’s Son did not come to give us any sort of political, temporal, earthly freedom.  
 
No, Christ came to give us the greatest of freedoms, the freedom of a clear conscience before 
God, freedom from the Law’s condemnation, freedom from earning our salvation by works 
(which will always fail), freedom from Satan’s tyranny over us and sin’s rule in our lives, 
freedom from eternal damnation. These freedoms of the soul, of our inner man, are truly spiritual 
and eternal. Yet in our outer man, our body, we are not freed from the Law’s commands, from 
civil authority, nor from the need to serve our neighbor. In fact, we have been freed to live as 
who we were created to be and who we are now through faith in Christ Jesus: children of God 
and heirs of eternal life. But this paradox of being both free and servant is difficult, so like in our 
civil society with freedom being abused, so also our Christian liberty is easily abused. 
 
“All things are lawful for me.”vii This is a slogan put forth by the Corinthians, but one which they 
likely heard from Paul as he proclaimed their glorious freedom in Christ. But Christian freedom 
does not extend into where God has spoken. Where God says “You shall not,” you are not free to 
do. And where God says “You shall,” you are not free to not do. Thus, Christian freedom is not a 
freedom from the Law in the sense we can do whatever we want; it is in no way a freedom to sin. 
It is being freed from the Law’s condemnation of our sins. Thus we are freed to actually begin to 
obey the Law in a way that is pleasing to God, because our obedience comes from a heart filled 
with love for Him for all He has done for us through His Son given to us by His Spirit. So Paul 
corrects their misunderstanding of Christian freedom,  
 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful 
for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach 
and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body 
is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.viii   
 

Apparently the Corinthians were putting the sexual appetite on the same level as the physical 
appetite. Rightly recognizing that with the coming of Christ the dietary laws of the old covenant 
were no longer in effect,ix they determined that the moral law was also removed. To them sexual 
immorality was just another “food” to be eaten. Sadly, this is still present in parts of the Christian 
Church today which no longer hold up God’s will for sexuality as they refuse to condemn 
heterosexual sexual relationships outside of the marriage covenant and even go so far as blessing 
homosexual relationships. God protect us from thinking like such! 
 
Two things are brought forth by Paul in his response to their claim. First, he points out that when 
it comes to Christian freedom, it is not just a matter of “I can do it.” While in some issues that 
may be true, even then I determine if it is helpful to do it. Is it helpful in honoring God? Is it 
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helpful for me, that is, my Christian faith and life? Is it helpful for my brothers and sisters in 
Christ? Is it helpful for my Christian witness before the world? These are questions that a 
believer asks every time their Christian freedom comes into play. In other words, we neither 
flaunt our freedom, nor do we use it to the detriment of another, especially our fellow believers.  
 
More, even when something falls under our freedom, we will not be ruled by it. For that would 
make us slaves again! Something that might be free of itself may be something that I must still 
avoid if I am prone to not be able to control it. If I cannot maintain moderation, then I must use 
my wisdom to limit my freedom. Note, not the freedom of another, but my own freedom since I 
am the one with the weakness. True, out of Christian love, others who know my weakness will 
readily limit their freedom around me so as not to cause me to stumble. Yet, they need not limit 
themselves when I’m not there as they can maintain moderation. It is still free for them. 
 
Paul’s second point is the huge error in their argument. While the stomach was created by God 
for food, that is its purpose, the body was not created by Him for sexual immorality of any sort. 
The two are not comparable. God gave the limits of sexuality in His institution of holy marriage, 
one man and one woman in a lifelong, “until death parts us,” commitment. Within that union 
sexuality is good and holy, but outside of God’s limits it is sinful. And this takes us to another 
point, a truth that is often questioned, even denied today: that not all sins are in actuality the 
same. “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but 
the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.”x  
 
There is no doubt that every sin condemns before God, any and all deserving hell. Yet, there is 
also no doubt that, in various ways, especially in this life, some sins are more serious than others, 
some ensnare more than others. And Paul seems to mean both here. For other sins, such as 
drunkenness or drug abuse, harm the body, yet these still come from abusing something outside 
of the body. But sexual immorality, whatever form it takes, is a direct misuse of the body itself. 
It is uniquely body-defiling, thereby defiling the temple of the Lord which was consecrated for 
His presence in Holy Baptism. Also, in sexual immorality, the mind and will of a person are 
totally absorbed in the sin, the emotions connected to a sin. The sin rots the mind even long after 
the sinful act is finished, having great power to dominate us. So we hear Paul’s earlier warning 
that the sexually immoral will not inherit the kingdom of God.xi To be enslaved by any sin is to 
lose salvation, but sexual immorality has the power to enslave once again as few others do.xii   
 
“You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.”xiii Dear friends, please consider two 
things. First, do not fool yourselves into thinking you have no master, for you had Satan, now 
you have Jesus. There is no third “I’m free” option, though Satan will tell you that there is, even 
as he rides you as a stupid mule right into hell.  
 
Second though, would you really want anything other than being a servant of Christ? For 
remember, the stomach, in its current fashion, will be destroyed. Eating, at least for survival, is a 
thing for this life only. But the body as a whole is not destined for destruction, but for 
resurrection unto eternal life. Christ has bought you with His holy life and bloody death. He has 
freed you from your enemies, from all that would destroy you forever. He has opened up the 
pearly gates to you, even now preparing a place for you in the new creation in which every 
blessing of heavenly glory will be yours. He cares for you in body and soul, now and forever, 
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and has even given you right now the freedom of the children of God. Truly, who would be as 
foolish as turn from such a loving Lord, to resent such a gracious Master?  
 
“So glorify God in your body.”xiv That is, use your body for holiness and for loving service, 
using your Christian freedom based upon Christian wisdom with which the Holy Spirit has 
enlightened you through the Word of God. God help us to do such. Amen! 

 

 
i In Scripture, and so in our teaching, Sanctification can be spoken of in two ways, a broad and a narrow sense. The 
narrow sense focuses on the ever-increasing struggle against temptation and the sin within us as well as growing in 
holiness, love, and good works. The broad sense includes all the working of the Holy Spirit within us, from bringing 
us to faith through final perseverance (dying in faith in Christ), and so then also includes the narrow sense definition 
as well.  
ii Malachi 4:2. 
iii Psalm 119:105. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iv John 8:31-32. 
v John 8:36. 
vi John 18:36. 
vii 1 Corinthians 6:12. 
viii 1 Corinthians 6:12-13. 
ix Mark 7:19; Colossians 2:16-17. 
x 1 Corinthians 6:18. 
xi 1 Corinthians 6:9-10. 
xii Just look at our culture! 
xiii 1 Corinthians 6:19b-20a. 
xiv 1 Corinthians 6:20b. 


