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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

“Closed Communion: Part II, the Biblical Foundation” 
Whether they agree with it or not, whether they are members or not, you may hear some people refer to the practice of 

closed Communion as “the Missouri Synod’s rules” (or something similar). While the person saying such a thing may not 
be mean it in a derogatory way (though many do), the wording itself is still poor as it implies that closed Communion is 
simply a synodical rule, thus a tradition of men, and so is not biblical. And if that’s the case, then we are no different than, 
for example, the Roman Catholic Church which elevates traditions to the same level of authority as Scripture, or even 
beyond. More, we would be very unloving, denying the Lord’s Supper to people, thus denying them the grace that God 
gives through it. But is this really the case? 

 To be sure, the practice of closed Communion goes back to the foundation of our synod. The Rev. Dr. C. F. W. 
Walther, pastor, theological professor, and first president of our synod, in his Pastoral Theology (a book on pastoral 
practice), is clear that only those who are members of the orthodox Church, determined by full doctrinal agreement, 
should be communed at our altars.1 And that has not changed, as our synod has numerous times in convention reaffirmed 
the practice of closed Communion. But the issue isn’t if we practice it (we clearly do), but whether it is biblical or just a 
rule of men. So, let us study what the Bible says concerning the Lord’s Supper, beginning with what the Lord’s Supper 
actually is. 

In the Words of Institution,2 Jesus declares that the bread is His body and the wine is His blood. The Greek language, 
which the New Testament is written in, had words for symbolizes, etc., but these words were not used. So, we remember a 
simple truth: is means is! Now consider the setting. It is the night our Lord will be betrayed unto death. Thus, He is giving 
His last will and testament to His Church. Now anyone of rudimentary intelligence knows that you do not use symbolic or 
figurative language in a will. As Jesus is not only a highly intelligent man, but also true God, totally omniscient, we can 
then be confident that He knows this basic fact and so would only speak literally.  

Finally, the Apostle Paul, writing over twenty years after Jesus’ ascension, still speaks of the sacramental bread being 
a participation (communion3) in the body of Christ and the sacramental wine being a participation (communion) in the 
blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16). In fact, he warns that receiving the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner makes 
one guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord and, more, one who eats and drinks without discerning Christ’s 
                                                            
1 Pastoral Theology; C. F. W. Walther; CPH, 225.  
2 See Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25. 
3 The Greek word koinonia was translated as “communion” in the King James Version. It is how the sacrament became well known to 
us as Holy Communion. While many modern translations say “participation” or “sharing,” we note that 1) those translations, which 
are not linguistically wrong, still indicate the Real Presence of Christ, 2) some translations still say “communion” including the New 
King James Version and An American Translation (the Beck Bible), and 3) the translation as “communion” is accurate and even 
preferable because of its usage within the Church for the communion of Christ’s body and blood with the bread and wine in the Lord’s 
Supper. 



body eats and drink judgment upon himself or herself. Consequently, the Holy Spirit, through Paul, requires that people 
examine themselves before receiving the sacrament so that they receive it for their blessing and not to their judgment (1 
Cor. 11:27-30).  

Clearly then, as a bare minimum, in order for a person to receive the Communion to his or her blessing, one must 
believe that His body is truly given and eaten with the bread and His blood truly given and drunk with the wine (Real 
Presence). Yes, this is in a miraculous, supernatural way so that we are not tearing His body with our teeth and then 
digesting it in the normal physical manner (as some have falsely accused us of teaching). But acknowledging that does not 
change the reality that we receive His body and blood with the bread and wine to eat and to drink as the Word of God 
clearly teaches.  

But now consider that the vast majority of non-Lutheran Protestant Christians do not believe this, instead believing 
that the Lord’s Supper is just a memorial meal, that the bread and wine are only symbols of Jesus’ absent body and blood, 
or at best, that faith “eats” Jesus’ body and “drinks” His blood. Note how these all fall short of what the Bible says about 
the Lord’s Supper. Consequently, based upon the Bible, that means that anyone who believes these ideas would actually 
receive the Holy Communion to their judgment. 

Already, this fact alone speaks against practicing open Communion, where anyone who desires to come forward can 
do so. After all, a person who has not been instructed in the truth, or who has been instructed wrongly (not believing in the 
Real Presence), or who just comes up because everyone else is, will be guilty concerning the body and blood of Christ. As 
they have been either poorly or wrongly instructed (if instructed at all) they will also be incapable of a proper examination 
which is essential for receiving the sacrament in a worthy manner. Therefore, far from being unloving, it is with the 
sincerest Christian love that we do not commune them, for we do not want them to come under judgment!  

No doubt many outside of our church will not agree with what was just stated. But then recognize that their 
disagreement with us on this very point shows that we do not agree on the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper, the very thing 
they desire to receive. More, it points out that their disagreement is not really with us, but with God’s Word. And 
honestly, such a lack of agreement on this specific article of faith likely indicates that there are disagreements on other 
parts of the Biblical revelation as well. We will take this up further next month.    
                                                                                                                                                    Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 

 
A Look at the Lutheran Confessions: 

The Apostles’ Creed, Theology of the Second Article 
The person and work of Christ Jesus4 is the center of the Christian faith. He is the foundation of the faith, the 

cornerstone of the doctrinal foundation which the apostolic and prophetic Scriptures have laid.5 Consequently, it is neither 
an accident nor a mere coincidence that the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed is the longest one.6 It is simply a 
faithful confession of the Biblical truth that Jesus is the center of our faith. 

“I believe…in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.” The words “His only Son” is a clear assertion of the deity of 
Jesus. After all, the son of a giraffe is a giraffe, the son of a fish is a fish, the son of a man is a man, and so the Son of God 
must be, has to be, God as well. Based upon this we also confess the uniqueness of the Sonship of Jesus with the word 
“only.” We can be sons of God by adoption, but only Jesus is begotten of the Father (John 1:14, 18; Galatians 4:4-5). 

But this Son who is true God from all eternity, “was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.” The pre-
existent Son became incarnate, that is, He took on a full human nature, body and soul, except without the contamination 
of sin. The miracle of the virgin conception and birth is beyond our ability to understand, but not beyond the power of 
God’s Spirit. So, like many articles of faith, we do not believe this because we can rationally understand it, but because 
God has revealed it through His Word which cannot lie or fail. 

It was this Godman, Jesus, who “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.” The Apostles’ 
Creed follows the lead of the Gospels by focusing on the events of what we have come to call Holy Week.7 Again, this is 
intentional. Not because our Lord’s teachings or the rest of His life are not important, but because they all find their 
culmination in His redeeming work, the shedding of His innocent, divine blood unto death. Note here as well that the 
work of Christ, and the whole Christian religion, is rooted in history with the words “suffered under Pontius Pilate.” There 
is no uncertainty or vagueness here, but a historical fact that has ramifications for all of history! 

“He descended into hell.” Now our Lord enters His state of Exaltation. The descent into hell is both a fact confessed 
in Scripture (1 Peter 3:18-20; Colossians 2:15), but also a mystery. When Jesus first returned to life He, in body and soul, 
went to hell, the prison for souls that had been disobedient to the Word of God, epitomized by those at the time of Noah. 
                                                            
4 This study of who Jesus is and what He has done, still does, and will ultimately do is called Christology. 
5 1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20. 
6 This is also true of the Nicene Creed. 
7 Just give a quick glance at the Gospels and see how the last week of our Lord’s earthly life, followed by the resurrection accounts, is 
given the largest percentage of any time in His life and ministry. 



He did such, not to further suffer, for He had already declared “It is finished!” On the contrary, His descent into hell was 
to declare His triumph, His victory over sin, death, and Satan. Based upon this, we must reject a translation that you will 
occasionally hear, “He descended to the dead” (or something similar); first since it simply repeats that Jesus died8 and 
second, it fails to confess the biblical truth of a hell for the condemned. Ultimately, God would not have us be concerned 
about how Christ’s descent into hell occurred, or to speculate on it, but instead He would have our faith be comforted with 
the revealed truth that the devilish hordes, being conquered by Jesus, cannot overpower us. 

“The third day He rose against from the dead.” The cross is the symbol of Christianity, and rightly so as there we see 
the price paid for our salvation. Yet, the Scriptures make the resurrection of Jesus from the dead the central aspect of the 
faith in many ways (1 Corinthians 15:14; Romans 1:4; 4:25). Of course, a resurrection assumes a death, so the crucifixion 
is always in light as well when we speak of the resurrection. Yet, a death without a resurrection would leave us in our sins, 
both hopeless and helpless. Therefore, the resurrection is the kernel of all apostolic preaching and teaching (Acts 2:31; 
4:10). It is what makes Good Friday good, for Jesus, yes, but also for us!   

“He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.” Closely connected to Jesus’ 
resurrection is His bodily ascension to heaven. But this was not to leave us, but to take His seat at the right hand of God. 
This is a metaphor which means that the human nature of Jesus now shares fully in the divine glory, and that He now fully 
and always uses His divine abilities to exercise His dominion over all creation. He now rules and governs all things for the 
glory of His name and for the sake of His Church on earth as she continues to carry out the Great Commission. It is 
because of this that the whole Jesus, man as well as God, can keep His promise to be with us to the end of the age, 
including giving us His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper just as He says. 

“From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.” All the previous parts of the second article are either 
past or present, this being the only one that still lies in the future. He who became a man to pay for the sins of all mankind 
will finally, visibly come again to judge all people. On that Day His victory will be made visible to all so every knee shall 
bow. Whether that bowing be done in adoration and joy, or in abject terror, is the only question. And that question then 
takes us the Third Article of the creed, which we will consider next month.  
 

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP 
Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home. All be safely gathered 

in Ere the winter storms begin; God, our maker, doth provide For our wants to be 
supplied. Come to God’s own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home. (LSB #892 

vs. 1) 
 Let us join together Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00 pm lifting our praise and 
thanksgiving to our loving, gracious, and merciful Father. All that we are and have has been 
given to us, though undeserved.  
 The Thanksgiving Eve offering will be sent to ‘Phil’s Friends’. This non-profit 

organization supplies physical and spiritual support to those suffering from cancers. Several of our own congregational 
members have received this support. All work done by this organization is done by volunteers. For more information go 
to: philsfriends.org. 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are encouraged 

to attend) 
2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 

Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor.  
3. A second Men’s Bible study, the second Tuesday of every month @ 1 pm, ‘One Christ, Many 

Creeds”.   
4. A new afternoon study of “Christianity, The First Three Centuries” began Thursday, September 26. 

This group is meeting the third Thursday of each month (next class is November 21). Class time is 1:30 pm – 3 
pm. This is open to all members and friends of St. John’s.  

 
                           ADVENT FESTIVAL 

All hands are needed to prepare for the Advent and Christmas season. Join with us 
on Saturday, November 30 at 9 am. There are activities for all ages. Help decorate the 
building, prepare gift bags for our Sunday school children and Elderly, and make 
Christmas decorations. When these tasks are completed, we will join together for a short 

                                                            
8 This is further evidence that the translation is incorrect. 



time of Advent meditation and Christmas Carol hymn sing. The morning will end with a lunch for all. Don’t miss out on 
the fun, fellowship and opportunity to serve this congregation. 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

4 Brooklynne Haughton 
5 Erin Schillinger 
5 Heidi Nerud 
5 Tim Wolfe 
7 Joyce DeFauw 
10 Jessi Ague 
11 Wayne Winchell 

12 Teresa Firch 
15 James Dodge 
15 Larry Kane  
16 Drew Schillinger 
16 Robert Wechsler 
18 Laney Esterlein 
20 Kenneth Cullison 

21 Vivian Smith 
24 Cathy Langdon 
26 Janice Neeld 
27 Betty Firch 
 

NOVEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
1 Lisa Peterson 
6 Paula Mooney 
7 Timothy Nerud 
8 Janelle Gibson 
8 Joyce Miller 
10 Jill Wickwire 
12 Kurt Gehn 
13 James Dahl 

13 Emerson Mitchell 
14 John Erdman 
19 Kristen Wolfe 
20 Erin Schillinger 
20 Jim Stonehouse 
23 Robert Wechsler 
24 Russell Blank Jr 
24 Rob Dagit 

24 Fred Magerkurth 
26 Alan Eastburn 
26 Cathy Langdon 
28 Katherine Wolfe 
29 Nancy Wickwire 
30 Rebecca Ague 
 

 
OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Kurt/Kathy Gehn (2011) - 8 yrs 
18 Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer (1978) - 41 yrs 
 

21 Scott/Kathy Welch (1987) - 32 yrs 
24 Charles/April Johnson (2008) – 11 

GENESEO INTERNATIONAL THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
 You can become part of its history by Hosting an international college student this year over the 
Thanksgiving weekend (November 27 – December 1). For information on this opportunity please contact 
Terri Hock or Arlyn & Marcia Helke. This is a wonderful chance to learn of another country, share your 
home, the Thanksgiving Holiday, and your faith. Application deadline is November 7. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the flower chart which is on the bulletin board next to 
the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you want to provide flowers 
and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest is done for you. 
 

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Submit bulletin articles by Wednesdays and Newsletter articles by the third Sunday each month. 
 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday October 8, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 12 members present. Joyce Dodge opened 
our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 The Biblical Paradox for this month comes from 2 Corinthians 6:8-10, . . . through glory 
and dishonor, bad report and good report, genuine, yet regarded as impostors; known yet 
regarded as unknown; dying and yet we live on; beaten and yet not killed; sorrowful yet always 
rejoicing; poor yet making many rich; having nothing and yet possessing everything. Paul shares 
his trials of being a missionary for Christ. In it all it appears he has nothing, but because he belongs to Christ he has 



everything. This is the same for Believers today. They may not have much in the way of worldly goods but because they 
know Jesus as Savior, they have the greatest riches of all. 
 Joyce passed around a card for all to sign for ‘Pastor Appreciation’.  
 The devotion today was read by Betty Firch. Due to the death of our delegate’s husband several weeks ago and 
some health issues, Janalee was not able to be here today. She will reschedule with us soon. Therefore, Liz Neumann led 
the Bible Study from our Quarterly, “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”. We closed this study singing together the hymn 
titled the same as our study. 
 Minutes from the September meeting were approved as printed. Correspondence: Cristo Rey, HC Right to Life, 
LCMS concerning continued support for Rev. Clausing, Clausing monthly newsletter and Lutheran Heritage info. 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. September receipts - Mites; $623.51, Operating; 
$11, Missions; $56, Rally $70. Expense Distributions – Rally $90, Mites; $623.51, Operating; $20.  Balance: Missions; 
$410.84, Operating; $113.67, Totally; $524.51.  
OLD BUSINESS 

 Most of our members attended the Fall Rally at Mount Calvary Sept. 24. The day was enjoyed by everyone. The 
number of items collected for ‘Loving Bottoms’ was tremendous.  

 The LWML CID convention next spring will be a 3-day event in celebration of our 75th anniversary. This 
convention will be held in Mattoon. 

 Joyce asked Bob Daniels if he had received the Box from Phil’s Friends. He did indeed and was overwhelmed 
with all the wonderful items in the box. However, they did not know who had sent it. For future reference, we will 
send a note to those we request a box for. 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. LWML Sunday will be celebrated this coming Sunday. Wear your purple to show you are a member. We will put 

flowers on the Altar, provide bulletin inserts (written by Liz Neumann), put note in bulletin to invite ‘Mite Box’ 
supporters, and pass out treat bags to everyone (Wanda and Margo). A short video will also be playing between 
SS and worship.  

2. Lutheran Heritage Foundation has asked us to submit a Mite proposal for the next year. This is a request for 
$4,000 for the printing of catechisms for India. This will be submitted by the end of this month. 

3. A discussion was held on continued support for Rev. Clausing in 2020. Sherry Wechsler moved to continue our 
support of $600 for the 2020 calendar year for the Clausings, regardless of the congregations’ support. This 
was seconded. Motion carried.  
Our closing Mite devotion was for the third National Mite grant; ‘Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in 

Africa – Lutheran Hour Ministries, $100,00. ‘Through its ministry centers, Lutheran Hour Ministries is offering programs 
that are a powerful force to physically and spiritually change the lives of young women to disrupt the cycle of poverty and 
prostitution by teaching income producing trades for economic independence and success, sharing the Gospel, and 
connecting them with the church. The purpose of this grant is to identify young women in prisons after they have been 
arrested for prostitution or small crimes and provide rehabilitation through counseling sessions and voluntary Bible 
studies for those young women expressing a desire to reform and connecting them with the church.’ We closed our 
meeting praying for this project. 

Our next meeting will be November 12 with devotion/topic by Joyce Dodge and Sherry Wechsler as Hostess. 
Joyce Dodge served pumpkin bars and spice cookies for refreshments.                                                                                                            

Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 
 

MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 
Providing “Connect to Disciple” Workshops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,500 
 This grant will enable the CID to provide facilitators for “Connect to Disciple” outreach workshops 
in a total of 23 churches in 2019 – 2021. This congregational workshop is a part of a series of revitalization 
workshops made available by the Synod’s Office of National Mission. Approximately 87% of CID churches 
have plateaued and/or are declining in overall membership. CID congregations need revitalization work. The 
funds would be used to pay for travel, meals, hotels, and small stipends for the workshop facilitators. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 The new Sunday school year is in full swing. There are 11 children in grades preschool – 6th 
grade attending regularly. We have 6 students involved in confirmation studies. Nicole Nerud and Joshua 
Hock are in 8th grade. Kaleb Rahn, Cole and Kayci Freeman and Carter Eastburn are the 7th grade 
students. Our high school class has 12 active members. Please keep each of these young people in your 
constant prayers. 



 Thank you to those who sang for the 150th celebration service. We love hearing your voices of praise to God our 
Heavenly Father. 
 Christmas will be our next big event. We are looking at program material. 
 Make SS, Bible class and worship a priority in your weekly lives. You will find great blessings being in God’s 
Word. 

                                                  YOUTH NEWS 
Pray for our confirmands: Joshua Hock Nicole Nerud, Carter Eastburn, Cole Freeman, 

Kayci Freeman, and Kyle Rahn.  
We wish to thank everyone who came to our Spaghetti Dinner. We are appreciative of 

your support and encouragement.  
Watch for the next Youth event in November. These events are great times of spiritual 

encouragement, fellowship, and fun. Friends are always welcome. 
. 

  ST JOHN 150TH TRIVIA QUIZ 
 The committee for the 150th celebration has decided that it would be fund to include some information in each 
monthly newsletter about the history of our congregation. It is important that we appreciate the way our church was 
founded by those German immigrants and the lengths they went to in assurance their families would be faithful to the 
teachings of the Gospel. 

1. After faithfully serving St. John’s for 25 years, Rev. Hilgendorf accepted a call to churches in (a) Springfield, IL 
(b) Alton, IL (c) St. Louis, MO 

2. Rev. Walter D. Uhlig was chosen to receive a call from St. John’s in 1951. He was offered a salary of (a) $3,000 
(b) $5,000 (c)$6,000 plus $600 car expenses. 

3. T or F  In 1952 it was decided to partition off the basement of the church for SS rooms. 
4. T or F In 1955 Rev. Uhlig was granted a peaceful release in order to accept a pastorate to churches in 

Farmingdale and Pleasant Plains. 
5. T or F  In 1956 it was decided to call a student from the graduating class of Concordia Seminary, Springfield. 

Rev. Kenneth Wessel was installed July 1. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). God loves a cheerful 
giver. But who is a cheerful giver? 

Abel was. By faith, Abel gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s 
sight. Abraham was. By faith, Abraham prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and 
entertained angels unaware. So also, were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a 
sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon built a 
house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people. 

What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving but for 
the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave.  

So also, our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything, yes, even His life, enduring the cross and 
scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to 
die for the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty we might be rich 
beyond measure.  

So then, let us – like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ – give 
cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our heart – for the joy set before 
us – the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things.  
  

EVANGELISM 
What makes you mad? Does it come from frustration, embarrassment, disappointment, an injustice, betrayal, 

grief, stress, fatigue? How do you address it? Do you explode, escape, ignore it, blame others, stuff it? Learn productive 
ways to express your anger, what to say, how to say it, and what to do when your best efforts at good communication fail. 
Pick up the booklet "There's More to Anger than Getting Mad" in the narthex tract rack. 

 
 Think back over the past week.  Now work through this checklist: 

___I identified an unchurched friend in my life. 
___I prayed for God to bless my friend and open a door for His word in my friend’s life. 
___I intentionally showed an act of kindness and friendship to my friend this past week. 



___I told this friend about how much Jesus means to me. 
___I invited this friend to a Bible study at church and worship. 

 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

Transferred to the Church Triumphant – John Wildermuth 
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, this 

congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever 
possible. There is no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer 
will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can pray for you or 

your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 

 
COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 

 During the month of November, we ask you remember all the many who volunteer here at St. John’s. Their 
willing service enables St. John’s to do many things in caring for the gifts God has blessed us with and caring for our 
neighbors. Most is given in quiet humbleness. We thank God for our volunteers. 
  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 Throughout each month, please join the Council in praying for two families of St. John’s congregation. During 
the month of November, we pray for: Paul Mosher family and Nick Miller. 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to their 

special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Cleone Loenser 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 

Steve/Paula Mooney 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Bob Esterlein 
Joyce Miller   

Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Bob/Norma Daniels 
Barrett Hock 
Lillian Hock 

Marilyn Woods

 

OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 

Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Rosemary Sternbeck (wife of Pastor David Sternbeck)  
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Denny Brown (father of Denise Winchell)



MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary Gardner (nephew of Bob & Lois Esterlein 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

“The Lord is faithful through all generations, therefore we will tell of His mercy to our children.” 
 The verse above is our theme throughout this year of 2019. St. John’s Lutheran Church is celebrating a 
tremendous milestone of God’s faithfulness and blessings. During the year, we are focusing on the many gifts given to our 
ancestors and us throughout these many years. Not only do we look back, but we want to look forward as well. We have a 
great message to share. Our ancestors knew the importance of staying true to the Word of God and they eagerly shared 
this message of God’s grace through Jesus to their families, friends, surrounding communities and the world. We can do 
no less. May our voices speak in strength and boldness about our loving Heavenly Father and the salvation given to all 
who would believe in Christ Jesus.                                                                             Answers to quiz: 1, 2, 3, 5 are T, 4 (a) 
 

HAMMOND-HENRY HOSPITAL HEALTH SERIES 2019-2020 
 Hammond-Henry Hospital Foundation is planning two series of both Women’s Health and Men’s Health 
programs. Health professionals and other experts will offer information on a variety of topics affecting our health. 
 Women’s Health programs will be offered from 12 noon – 1 pm at the Cellar in Geneseo on the fourth Thursday 
of the month. The cost of the luncheon is $9.   

     Women’s Topic:  November 19, 2019 (3rd Tuesday). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Corrective Eye Procedures 
 

 Reservations can be made by calling 309-944-9112 or email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by Tuesday prior to 
the program you wish to attend.  
 

 

GOD’S BLESSINGS! 
 

     PASTOR NERUD  
 

                   AND TERRI 



   Christ the King - Cristo Rey Lutheran Church 
   1301-19th Street, East Moline, IL 61244 

E-mail: cristorey-em@sbcglobal.net   
Phone: (309) 738-6124               
Rev. Pablo G. Dominguez 
http://iglesialuteranacristorey.ctshost.org 
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Do You believe this? 

One ancient tradition which is growing stronger little by little among the Hispanics is the belief that dead people 
return to earth to visit people.  There is a special day to mark this tradition. It is called The Day of the Dead (Día 
de Muertos), and it’s held on Nov. 1st and 2nd. Many people believe that this great, ancient and historic tradition 
was started by the Indians before Spain’s conquest. Actually, families decorate a special place in their home. This 

is called the Altar, where their dead love ones’ pictures are displayed 
with candles, colorful papers, their favorite meals and beverages, skull 
candies, and bread (Death bread). They believe that their relatives 
return from the dead to enjoy these items. The media contribute to this 
with live coverage from homes and even cemeteries, where people 
spend entire nights decorating with flowers and candles. Do you find 
some similarities to Halloween?  
 
Hispanics who live in the U. S. want to preserve this tradition, even 
right here in the QC. As Christians we must reject this false tradition. 
Please read 1 John 3: 1b-3 “The reason the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 

known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have 

this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” 

 

What true and amazing words we find in the Holy Scriptures!  These words become a great comfort to all as we 
come to believe in Jesus Christ. The unbelievers may not believe at first what the words say, but Christians need 
to continue sharing and proclaiming the Good News in Christ. We’re confident and we stand on what He says:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to thank God for your faithful prayers and loving support of this Hispanic ministry! 

 



* Faith, Kewanee invited the ladies of CR to join with them in 
serving their annual Oktoberfest dinner on October 10th. Three 
ladies from CR agreed with pleasure to help them. The proceeds 
from this event will be distributed between CR and Faith for repairs 
to their elevator. Thank you for considering us, and we pray that 
God will continue to bless His church. 
 

* First English Worship. On Oct. 6th.  With great emotion and 

encouragement, we began our first worship service completely in 

the English language. There were only a few in attendance, but 

thanks be to God we are not discouraged in our efforts. Our task is   

to continue proclaiming Christ until he returns a second time.            Lorena Aguilar, Laura Dominguez and Guadalupe Alvarado 

To God be all honor and glory! 

Cristo Rey will once again have their famous and very delicious 

homemade enchiladas for sale.  By October 30, 2019 you may 

order 12 enchiladas for $20 by calling (309) 235-1018.   

You have the choice of beef, chicken or chorizo/potato.  Pick up 

for the previously ordered enchiladas is  

November 9, 2019 from 4 – 6 pm at Cristo Rey.   

This sale is returning due to popular demand.  

 

 

Our ministry would not be possible without 

your support and prayers. 

We thank God every day because of you! 
 

 

 

 

* At the recent LWML Zone Fall Rally 

in Galesburg the Violetas de Cristo Rey 

(Violets of Cristo Rey) received their 

charter and are now recognized as an 

official group of the LWML CID Rock 

Island Zone.  While the ladies have 

gathered mites for several years, they 

are now organized and chartered into 

the LWML.  How we thank God for 

this wonderful achievement, and may 

He bless these dear Christian ladies 

with a strong desire to “Serve the Lord With Gladness”! 

 

*At Cristo Rey we very much appreciate your prayers and financial help.  God has truly blessed us with great 

support as we reach out to the Hispanic population with that wonderful, lifesaving Gospel.  Please continue to 

pray for faithfulness as we witness and invite our relatives, friends, neighbors and coworkers to know Jesus.  

Please pray, also, for our inactives that the Holy Spirit will move them to return to worship.  Thank you so very 

much! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 ELDER 

Brad Gehn 
ACOLYTE 

Joshua Hock 
USHERS 

Shane McKibbon 
Heidi McKibbon 
Cali McKibbon 
Coy McKibbon 

 1 2 

3    Clocks Fall Back 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
LL 1:30 pm 

4 5 6 
LL 1 pm 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

7 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
LLL 10 am 
Ladies Aid 1:30 pm 
Elders 6:00  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7:00 pm 

8 9 

10 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
Military Sunday 
LL 1:30 pm 

11 12 
LWML/Men’s Bible 
                Study 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

13 
LL 1 pm 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

14 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

15 16 

17 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
LL 1:30 pm 

18 19 
Council meeting 7 pm 

20 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

21 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 

22 23 

24 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

25 26 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

27 
Worship 7 pm 

28 
OFFICE CLOSED 

29 
OFFICE CLOSED 

30      Advent Festival  
                      9:00 am 

2019 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE 
CLASS - 8:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy Communion 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship – Nov. 27 – 7 pm.    Advent Festival – Saturday, Nov. 30 – 9 am 
 


