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8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       
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May 23, 2021                                           The Day of Pentecost 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Four, Lutheran Service Book p. 203. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
  

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we can-
not free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                              Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30; antiphon: Liturgical Text   
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia. 
O L , how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you  
   made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
These all look to you, 
 to give them their food in due season. 
When you give it to them, they gather it up; 
 when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, 
 and you renew the face of the ground. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful, 
 and kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia.  
 

Kyrie  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gloria in Excelsis  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faith-
ful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. 
Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right under-
standing in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy 
consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever .        

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                     Ezekiel 37:1-14, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gradual                                                     Acts 2:17b; Romans 10:10  
I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 
With the heart one believes and is justified, 
 and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  

 

Second Reading                                     Acts 2:1-21, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse                                                                                         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Gospel                               John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th and 16th 
chapters. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

\After the reading: 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 



            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 
Hymn of the Day: 497 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord  

 

Sermon 
 

Rite of Confirmation 
The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apos-
tles: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in 
the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus 
said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess 
before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me 
before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in 
heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all 
grace and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the 
name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congrega-
tion acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Bap-
tism? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil? 
R Yes, I renounce him. 



P Do you renounce all his works? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be 
the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have learned to 
know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the 
Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in 
faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and 
Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away 
from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized 
and have received the teaching of the Lord. You have con-

fessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you con-
tinue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacra-
ment, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing.  
P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the 
Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with 
His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 
The pastor reads the text of Holy Scripture which the confirmand has chosen. 
 

Stand 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for 
Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons and daugh-
ter to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the 
mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth 
the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious 
to the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith 
shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 
C Amen. 

The confirmands return to their places. 



Hymn of Response: 689 Let Me Be Thine Forever  
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 

            C Amen. 
 

Presentation of the Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, al-
mighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 
so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 
thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 
on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives 
and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will over-
come sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heav-
en we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore prais-
ing You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
 

 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eter-
nal life. 
 

In these last days, You have poured out Your Holy Spirit on 
Your Church that Your sons and daughters might proclaim 
the wonders of Your salvation in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Pour 
out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people that, faith-
fully eating and drinking the body and blood of Your Son, we 



may go forth to proclaim His salvation to the ends of the 
earth. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
After the Communion has been received by all communicants: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and pre-
serve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 
 



Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us par-
don and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to for-
sake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 599 O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw Near 

 

5 O Father, grant that by Your grace 
They may Your will each day embrace; 
    With fruits of faith their lives now bless, 
    Till they at death Your name confess. 

6 Then robed in white before Your throne, 
    Your holy saints, by You foreknown— 
           Predestined, called, and justified, 
           Shall, crowned in light, be glorified.  

 
********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of Communion today. Thank you. 
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 Please join us after worship 
for a ‘cupcake’ reception, in the 
Fellowship Hall, to honor Carter, 
Cole, Kayci, and Kaleb. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Rollin Miller 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
   Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
   Holy Gospel: John 15:26-27;16:4b-15 
 

WE PRAY: Pour out Your power upon us, O Holy Spirit, Creator and Preserv-
er of the faith, that we may be eager instruments in Your plan by which the 
Good News of redemption is carried to the uttermost parts of the earth; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Father are one God with domin-
ion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the  

church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—17   Adult Bible Class—12     Worship—64 

 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  
$4,178.60 
Weekly Budget needed              
$3,967.56 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
         Pentecost & Confirmation Sun-
day 
Tuesday     6:30 pm SS Teachers’ meeting 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 
27:4 
 

ACTS 2:1 – “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in 
one place.” Pentecost was the Old Testament harvest festival – a time of 
thanksgiving, bounty, and the giving of gifts. How appropriate that the New 
Testament takes on the meaning of a new harvest – the ripe fields of the na-
tions. This includes bringing in the elect of every tribe and tongue to sing the 
Lord’s praise. Every farmer knows that it is God who gives the increase and 
that the harvest calls for thanksgiving. 
 

PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service. Thank you for your help. 
 

CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH—Today, four young people will confess their 
faith in the Triune God and the teachings of this congregation. Alan Carter 
Eastburn (son of Alan/Jamie Eastburn), Cole Ryan Freeman and Kayci Lyn 
Freeman (son & daughter of Carl/Heidi Freeman), and Kaleb David Rahn (son 
of Kevin/Stacie Rahn). May they continue in their studies of His word and 
walk each day as His child and heir of eternal life. 
 

EMPOWER the JOURNEY—Grab a bottle, fill it up with coins, and bring it 
back. Your gifts will help Pregnancy. Sign the sheet that you have taken a bot-
tle and cross off your name when you return it. Please return by May 30. 
 

ANNIVERSARY THANK OFFERING—Since worshiping in this building, 
it has been our custom to give our Sunday offering, from the first Sunday of 
June, as a ‘Thank Offering’ for all the blessings God has poured out upon us. 
Our gifts will continue to help those congregations and fellow Christians during 
time of disasters. Please let the office know, BEFORE Sunday, June 6, if you 



desire any of that Sunday’s offering to stay at St. John’s . Gifts not designated 
will go entirely to the LCMS World Relief. 
 

LWML INGATHERING—Just a week left to help with this project. A box is 
available for your donations. Items we are collecting: light-weight bath-size 
towels (between 20”x40” & 52”x27”) dark colors recommended, 2 or 3 
bath size bars of soap in original wrapping, adult-size toothbrush in origi-
nal wrapper, sturdy comb, and nail clippers. Your help is greatly appreciat-
ed. Monetary gifts are also acceptable and will be used to purchase item. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray that God would continue to raise up faithful servants for His 
Church in locations around the world. 
 

ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Winchell—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Wayne, 
Denise, Seth, and Madison ask your blessing on them. 
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Paula Chapa  
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Betty Firch  John Erdman  Carolyn Werner 
Linda Aper  Marilyn Woods 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 

Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“[W]e demand an end to the injustice of abortion. We demand an end to the in-
justice of human trafficking, pornography, slavery, and the separation of chil-
dren from their parents. But we do so as confessors. We confess that we are sin-
ners, great sinners, with the culture of death flowing in our veins and pulsing 
through our corrupted brains. And we confess that only in Jesus is the life we 
need.” Rev. Christopher Esget, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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The Day of Pentecost (Confirmation Sunday) 
May 23, 2021 
Sermon Text: Acts 2:1-21 (Second Reading) 
Other Texts: Ezekiel 37:1-14 (Old Testament); John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (Gospel)  
 

“The Spirit’s Continuing Work” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, worked in you by 
the mighty and gracious power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
As we know, Pentecost is the commemoration of the Holy Spirit coming upon His Church in 
power as recorded in the reading from Acts. This happened 50 days after the Lord Jesus rose in 
victory, ten days after He ascended in triumph. Certainly the Spirit’s power is expressed in the 
various miraculous events which occurred that day. Yet, the most important, though the 
seemingly least impressive, expression of the Spirit’s divine power was His invisible working on 
the hearts and minds of the people who heard the Apostles’ preaching.  
 
Consider the miracles. The sound of the wind was to get people’s attention. The tongues of fire 
confirmed the Holy Spirit had come upon them, baptizing them with fire as John the Baptist had 
prophesiedi and the Lord Christ had promised, as we just heard in today’s Gospel,ii as well as 
pointing to the miraculous speaking in languages that they would do. Yet, it is what they spoke 
that was most important, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For the Holy Spirit through this Word 
worked faith in the hearers so that they could call upon the name of the Lord and so be saved.iii   
 
Thus we still celebrate Pentecost nearly two thousand years later. For just as the one-time 
historical events of Christ’s birth, death, resurrection, and ascension have ongoing significance 
and value, so also the coming of the Holy Spirit on that day is no mere past event. This is why 
Peter, when quoting the prophet Joel, gives the full citation which includes the end of this 
cosmos on the day of the Lord. By including this, Peter indicates that the Holy Spirit, poured out 
in the last days which were ushered in by our Lord’s first coming, will continue His work in the 
world right up to its end at Christ’s second coming. His work of convicting the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, so that all people may call on the name of the Lord and be saved. 
 
And so it is that this morning we are witnessing this ongoing work of God the Holy Spirit as we 
are gathered today, in part, to celebrate these young Christians speak their confirmation vows. 
Vows by which they will confirm the many blessings God has given to them in their Baptism 
when they were born again of water and the Holy Spirit.iv Vows by which they will confirm their 
loyalty to their God, His Word, and His Church. Vows that they will speak, yet which they will 
only be able to keep by the Father’s grace in Christ through the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, 
as the vows themselves honestly acknowledge, “I do, by the grace of God.”v  
 
Yet, while giving God all the glory as is right, we also acknowledge that there is a difference 
when He miraculously works by His almighty power as compared to when He miraculously 
works by His grace. For while omnipotence is simply the voice of the sovereign Creator whose 
commands must be obeyed, grace is the voice of Bridegroom, the lover of our souls, who seeks 
us out and woos us unto Him by great love for us.  
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And so it is that you, dear confirmands, have been loved by God. You did not seek Him, but He 
certainly sought you. Through your parents He had you brought to Him; truly, He came to you in 
Your Baptism, giving you His grace. There He washed you clean of your sins through the blood 
of Christ Jesus your Savior, giving you His Holy Spirit, making you new so that you would be 
His holy temple, His precious child, an heir of eternal life.  
 
When you were brought to Baptism, you could not yet speak your vows of love and loyalty to 
God. But the inability of you to yet speak physically, to make any decisions mentally, is the 
perfect picture of grace. For no one, young or old, can choose to come to grace, decide for Jesus, 
as such is impossible for one who is spiritually blind, dead, and enemy of God by nature, which 
you and all people are. So the Holy Spirit called you by the Gospel, by the washing of water with 
the Word,vi making His covenant of love with you. The love which opens heaven’s treasures 
unto you, blessing you in body and, especially, soul in this life. The love which opens heaven’s 
gates unto you, promising you the fullness of eternal life in body and soul in heaven.  
 
Yes, in holy Baptism God took you into His arms without you knowing it, asking for it, seeking 
it, for that is grace, as it is equally a miracle for an adult to be converted as an infant. But such is 
not to continue. Under the blessing of your Creator, you have grown physically and mentally. 
And under the blessing of your Sanctifier, you have grown in spirit, your faith becoming 
informed by the Word of truth, the Holy Scriptures. You have learned the way to heaven, that is, 
He who is the way as well as the truth and life,vii your Savior who lived, died, and rose as your 
substitute to take away your sin and cover you with His perfect righteousness.  
 
It is true that grace has not changed, but you have. So enlightened by the Spirit, today is now 
your day to confess that you recognize God’s grace, mercy, and love for you in Christ Jesus, and 
so to speak back your love for Him. Today you publicly confess God’s bringing you into His 
covenant of love, and so you also now speak your “I do,” back unto Him.  
 
Of course, these vows can be spoken today and broken tomorrow, or some later date. Far too 
many have stood before the Lord’s altar, confirming God’s grace to them and their loyalty to 
Him, only to end up rejecting their vows, breaking their promises. Doing such by choosing to 
follow the world, seeking to have personal happiness and earthly peace here and now, walking 
away from the One who saved them from sin by deciding to walk again on the path of sin. It is 
with a heavy heart that we recognize the depths of the Lord’s words, “Many are called, but few 
are chosen.”viii That is called by God, but showing they are not chosen by their own choosing of 
this life over the next, of sin over their Savior, of the world’s brief allurements over heaven’s 
eternal treasures, of Satan’s lies over the Word of truth. May God have mercy on them, calling 
them back before it is too late and the result of the breaking of their vows is imposed on them. 
 
Therefore, while today is a joyous day, it is also a very serious one. This is no end of year band 
concert, championship game, or school graduation. This is your relationship, your life, with your 
God: He who knitted you in your mother’s womb;ix who became like you, taking on a true body 
and soul that He might redeem you fully from sin, death, and the devil, receiving the Law’s 
rightful condemnation of your sins that they might be removed from you as far as the east is from 
the west.x As Joshua spoke to Israel of old, so now you are called to choose this day whom you 
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will serve.xi Like marriage, this choice is one that is to impact the rest of your life. Unlike 
marriage, this choice directly impacts eternity, whether you will share in eternal life or not. 
 
Yes, serious indeed. Yet, I am confident that you will choose rightly and so speak your 
confirmation vows today not merely with your mouth, but with words flowing from a heart truly 
converted unto God. Hearts that have been stirred by the Word, both in sorrow over your sins for 
which the Law has rightly reprimanded you, but also great joy in the forgiveness freely given to 
you through the Gospel. Hearts that have heard of His great love for you in Christ and believe it, 
which have already experienced His love in this life in many and various ways by His ongoing 
care and protection, and His answering your prayers as is best for you. Hearts that, now filled 
with love for God, say with St. Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life.”xii So, again like marriage, you will take these vows seriously. But they will be the 
most joyous ones you ever speak, for you say them to your God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Parents, you have done well bringing these, your children, to baptism, to worship, to catechism 
class, yes, to this day. God is pleased. But do not sin by thinking your work is done, that now 
you can stop this “every Sunday” church stuff because they have been confirmed. On the 
contrary, as they cannot get here without you, you would actually cause them to break their 
promise by not bringing them, even as you break your own confirmation vow as well. Know that 
such would lead to harsh judgment, for the Lord wants His dear lambs to continue to be brought 
to Him. Yet, know that there is really no more holy work that you can do than to keep bringing 
them to hear the Word, something that is both pleasing to God as well as a blessing to you too!  
 
For never forget, faith comes by hearing the Word, and so it is also preserved by that same 
Word.xiii That is why we do not just make a vow to remain loyal to God, something we are too 
easily deceived into believing we are keeping when we are not. No. We also promise to continue 
to hear God’s Word and to remain steadfast to His Church wherein His Word is taught and 
preached in its truth and purity and His holy Sacraments are administered according to His 
institution. For by doing such, we hear the Word, and so the Spirit will then be present in grace, 
continuing His sanctifying work in us, strengthening our faith, that we would crucify our sinful 
desires and live for God and others, persevering in faith unto life eternal, thus keeping our vows.  
 
Know that you will fall short. We are sinners until glory. But God is gracious, forgiving us our 
sins when we repent, restoring us, for His promise is certain, “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”xiv Never see 
this as an excuse to sin, for faith does not, cannot, think in such a way. However, do see it as the 
door back to God, the door Jesus keeps open for you, for He knows your weakness, and is 
always giving you His Spirit to keep renewing in you repentance and faith so that you keep 
calling upon the name of the Lord, the Lord Jesus, crucified and risen for you, and so be saved. 
 
God the Holy Spirit preserve you, dear confirmands, and all of us, in our confirmation vows that 
we keep calling on the Lord’s name and so be saved. Amen! 
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