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St. John’s Church building is closed until further notice but God’s message is still being proclaimed and His 

work continues throughout all our days. 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 
-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

“A SERMON IN A SONG” 
Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) “is unarguably the most beloved of hymn writers in the German language, who thirty-plus 

hymns in most German hymnbooks are outnumbered only by those of Martin Luther.”1 Gerhardt was born in the territory 
of Saxony, a part of the Holy Roman Empire in Germany. His paternal grandfather had been exiled from house and home 
for his unwavering dedication to the Book of Concord.2  

Gerhardt himself experienced the horrors of the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) which would leave much of Germany 
ravaged and 20 percent of the German population dead due to military engagements, general violence, famine, and plague. 
His family home, church, and village were razed to the ground when he was away at school. Due to the devastation of the 
war, he waited years until finally receiving a call to a church as a pastor. At his second call, he was removed from his 
office by the Elector (who was Reformed) for his unwillingness to compromise his Lutheran faith.3 During this year when 
he was without a call, Gerhardt’s wife and three of his remaining four children also died.4 Certainly with a life filled with 
sorrow, hardship, tragedy, and religious oppression, this man knew testing and trials of faith! So with that background in 
mind, let us consider one of his hymns, “Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me”.5       

This hymn could be considered a sung sermon.6 In it, Pastor Gerhardt instructs us in the way of God’s kingdom here 
on earth. The original hymn is written in more of a question and answer layout, like a catechism, which is really only 
reflected in stanza 1 of the LSB translation, but the basic issues are still addressed. So what are the questions and what 
answers are given?7 

1. “Why should cross and trial grieve me?” Note, the question is not “Why must I suffer cross and trial?” but “Why 
should they grieve me?” This is critical as it acknowledges the reality that I will face such in my pilgrimage 

                                                            
1 Lutheran Service Book Companion to the Hymns Volume 2; Joseph Herl, Peter Reske, Jon Vieker, Eds. CPH, 2019, p. 345.  
Lutheran Service Book (LSB) contains seventeen of Gerhardt’s hymns. 
2 Compiled in 1580, the Book of Concord contains all the official confessions of the Lutheran Church. 
3 At this time, Reformed referred to Calvinist Protestants. Gerhardt was required to disavow the Formula of Concord, a confession 
included in the Book of Concord, which condemns many Calvinist errors. He rightly refused to do such as these condemnations are 
based upon God’s Holy Word. 
4 He had already lost an infant child. 
5 LSB #756. This hymn was also found in our synod’s earlier hymnals, The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH) #523 (8 stanzas) and Lutheran 
Worship (LW) #423 (5 stanzas, under the title “When I Suffer Pains and Losses”). 
6 The original had twelve stanzas which added more questions and explored the topics in greater depth. 
7 Much of the following is from Lutheran Service Book Companion to the Hymns Volume 1; Joseph Herl, Peter Reske, Jon Vieker, 
Eds. CPH, 2019, pp. 1097-1098. As some of the questions are not in the LSB I will not speak of them here. Stanza 6 in TLH deals with 
one of those other questions found in the original. 



through this fallen world and, more specifically, as (because I am) a follower of Christ.8 Even more important, 
though, is the answer to the question: Since Christ is always near to me with His presence and promises, I have all 
I need and so there is no reason to grieve.9 

2. “Who can rob me of heaven?” As in the end only eternity matters, my greatest concern is not COVID-19 and 
illness, economic hardships, or even bodily death, but is my entering heaven. So can it be taken from me? No! 
Heaven has been won for me by God’s Son giving His life for me, so there is nothing and no one who can rob me 
of heaven. Therefore, with eternity secure, I have no reason to grieve.10 

3. “Though life’s troubles may be great, shall I despair in defeat?” Absolutely not! Why? Because the cross I am 
bearing has been sent by God, my loving Savior, for my good, using it to chasten, strengthen, and purify me. And 
since He has sent it, He knows exactly how much it weighs, how much I am facing, and so He also knows exactly 
how best to use it for my training as well as how best to bring it to an end in answer to my prayers. Therefore, 
since every suffering is under His gracious control, is used for my Christian growth, and will finally be ended, I 
have no reason to grieve. 

4. “God gives me days of gladness, so shall I then let grief overwhelm me and fail to trust in Him when He sends 
times of sadness?” Since God is good and His love attends me every day, offering me both guidance and defense 
in every situation, I can trust Him and so I need not grieve. 

5. “Shall I be overwhelmed with dismay when death troubles me night and day?” Not at all! I am in Christ, the risen 
Victor over death. Death cannot slay me since I shall rise again. In fact, defeated death must now become a 
defeated portal for me, leading from the strife of this life into the eternal joys of being in Christ’s visible presence 
in the new heavens and earth. In light of this, I have no reason to grieve. 

The questions are real, we get them. The answers, however, are much harder as they reveal that God’s ways are not 
our ways (ultimately shown in His cross). Yet, the answers are true, and they offer comfort and hope in the midst of cross 
and trial. May God bless us through Pastor Gerhardt’s catechetical sermon in a song as we sing it, read it, meditate upon 
it. For, like any sermon or hymn worthy of the name, it proclaims God’s Word to us,11 including the Word of Gospel that 
reminds us that cross and trial need not grieve us!    
                                                                                                                                       Christ is risen. Alleluia! Pastor Nerud 
 

A LOOK at the LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS: 
The Athanasian Creed, Historical Background 

This month we come to the last of the ancient, ecumenical creeds, The Athanasian Creed. You may recall when 
discussing the history of the Nicene Creed that a faithful and gifted priest (later bishop of Alexandria) by the name of 
Athanasius worked diligently against the Arian heresy which taught that the Son of God was not true God, but a created 
being. So also, he was an important figure in promoting the truth that the Holy Spirit is also true God against those who 
taught otherwise. So it is not surprising that, by the Middle Ages, this great creed which so forcefully and in depth 
confesses the doctrine of the Trinity, had his name attached to it. However, the idea that St. Athanasius is the author is 
inaccurate and was already being questioned by the time of the Reformation. Briefly, here are the reasons against 
Athanasius’ authorship: 

1. It was originally written in Latin, but Athanasius spoke and wrote in Greek. While it was claimed that he wrote it 
while in exile in the West (a fact), the Latin writing is beautiful and sophisticated, not what is expected if writing 
in a second language. In addition, if Athanasius was the author, he would certainly have written the creed in 
Greek as well, but the first Greek translation is not found until the 12th century, hundreds of years after he died. 

2. There is no evidence that this creed was known to Athanasius or his followers. Had he written it, even when in 
exile, it is very difficult to understand why neither he nor his supporters never even refer to it. 

3. When looking carefully at the theology of the Creed, it has been noted that it is dealing with controversies that 
were forced upon the Church after Athanasius (c. 293-c.373) had died. In fact, scholars recognize that the author 
of this Creed was well versed in the writings of St. Augustine (354-430) who had written far deeper on the 
mystery of the Trinity than any before him, but who did not become a Christian until after Athanasius’ death.     

Unfortunately, more can be said about why Athanasius is not the author than who is. So, what can we say about the 
history of the “Athanasian” Creed? While absolute certainty will likely be impossible this side of eternity, this is what we 

                                                            
8 E.g. John 15:20; Acts 14:22; Hebrews 12:3-11. 
9 This is not to deny the sorrow and pain we feel during such times. But in the ultimate sense, we do not grieve, for hope in Christ and 
His promises fills us.  
10 Let us not forget that it is only the damned who grieve forever. 
11 And so, while it is true that all classics were once new, not everything that is new becomes a classic. One reason that certain hymns 
survive and become “classics” in the Church is that they taught the Church true doctrine or, as is often the case with Paul Gerhardt, 
were powerful devotionals in which that doctrine was tied directly to life and being put to the test in the midst of suffering. 



do know. Since it was written in Latin, it originated in Western Christendom. The oldest surviving manuscript that we 
know of was discovered in 1931, containing selected sermons by Caesarius, the Bishop of Arles, a city in southern Gaul 
(modern France), dating from 502-542. Found among these sermons is the Athanasian Creed virtually as we have it today, 
already titled, “The Catholic Faith of St. Athanasius, Bishop.” In the preface to these sermons, there is a sentence that 
exhorts all clergy and laity to be familiar with the Catholic faith, thus being admonished to read this book which contained 
the Athanasian Creed, and to then instruct others in it. So it appears that the Creed likely originated in Gaul, perhaps in the 
middle of the Fifth Century (400’s). 

From what we know of history this makes sense. The Vandals and the Goths had put pressure on the Roman Empire 
from the north for several years. At the beginning of the Fifth Century they successfully invaded Gaul and eventually 
made it to Rome, ultimately sacking it and conquering Roman North Africa. The Goths who controlled Gaul were 
Christians who had been converted by Arian missionaries from the East.12 So even as learning and culture declined under 
the invaders, so also heretical Christianity was being established under the ruling power. And so, in the midst of this time 
of disrespect for learning and attack on Christian orthodoxy, this clear, unambiguous Biblical confession of the Trinity 
and the Person and work of Christ Jesus is written to battle against such. 

The Athanasian Creed continued to be popular for instructional purposes. Charlemagne (Charles I, 742-814), the first 
Holy Roman Emperor, decreed that all clergy had to learn it. In 852 at the Synod of Rheims, it was declared that all clergy 
had to memorize it, grasp its meaning, and be able to expound it in the popular language.  

I mentioned that Athanasius’ authorship of the Creed was being doubted by the time of the Reformation. But its 
theology was not! Martin Luther regarded the Athanasian Creed as one of the most important documents of the Church 
since the Apostolic Age, and it was included in the Book of Concord of 1580 as an official confession of the Lutheran 
churches. In Lutheran worship today, the tradition has been well-established to confess this Creed annually on the Festival 
of the Holy Trinity.  
                                                                                                                               In service of the risen Christ, Pastor Nerud 

Next month we will begin our consideration of the theology of the Athanasian Creed. 
 

APOLOGETICS ARTICLE: ANCIENT SAHARA WAS WETTER THAN EXPECTED13 
New research has again confirmed the predictions of creation scientists. The Sahara Desert wasn’t always a dry, 

desolate place. Right after the Ice Age, the Sahara was filled with lakes and swamps.a 
Wim Van Neer of the Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences and his colleagues recently catalogued numerous 

fossilized aquatic animals found in today’s Sahara Desert. The excavations were from the Takarkori rock shelter in 
southwest Libya in sediment layers claimed to be 4,650 to 10,200 years old. Many of the animal bones showed clear 
evidence of cut marks from human activity.b 

Publishing in the online journal PLoS ONE, the scientists found several species of fish, including tilapia and catfish.a 
They further discovered that the fish bones were most abundant in the deepest (earliest) layers of the cave and decreased 
upward in younger layers. This suggests the climate slowly transitioned to a more arid environment over many centuries. 
Study co-author Savino di Lernia explained: 

During this period [soon after the Ice Age], the central Sahara was much more humid than it is today. It was a 
savannah-like environment and it supported large animals like elephants, hippos and rhinos.a 

Creation scientists disagree with the secular dating of these fossils but do agree that these fish and other aquatic 
animals lived in the immediate centuries after the Ice Age, possibly 3,000 to 4,000 years ago. This interpretation is 
supported by the post-Ice Age climate calculations of creation scientist Mike Oard.c 

ICR founder Dr. Henry Morris pointed out there are more references to snow and ice in the book of Job than in any 
other book of the Bible.4 There is strong evidence it was written in the time of the Patriarchs, about 2000 BC. Although 
the massive Ice Age glaciers didn’t extend to where Job lived, they did have a strong effect on the climate of the Middle 
East and North Africa. This would have caused cooler temperatures and more rain and even snow than witnessed there 
today.d 

This wetter and cooler climate likely lasted for many centuries after the Ice Age. The Egyptians didn’t establish their 
civilization in the desert we find there today. At the time of the Patriarchs, this area would have still been affected by the 
Ice Age, with a wetter and more humid climate. This also explains the presence of freshwater fish fossils found in 
abundance in the Sahara. It wasn’t until many centuries later, as the desertification process took hold and Earth’s climate 
found a new equilibrium, that the Egyptians began to increasingly rely on the Nile as a water source. 

                                                            
12 See first paragraph for a quick note on the Arian heresy. 
13 Tim Clarey, Ph.D. 2020. Ancient Sahara Was Wetter Than Expected. Acts & Facts. 49 (4). Dr. Clarey is Research Associate at the 
Institute for Creation Research (ICR) and earned his Ph.D. in geology from Western Michigan University. 



The discovery of post-Ice Age humans consuming freshwater fish in a Saharan cave should come as no surprise. It’s 
no fish story. Accepting the truth of a global flood and its profound aftereffects explains the ancient aquatic fauna we 
find—even in a modern desert climate. 
References 

a. Murugesu, J. A. Ancient humans in the Sahara ate fish before the lakes dried up. New Scientist. Posted on 
newscientist.com February 19, 2020, accessed February 27, 2020. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

 Even in these days of unrest and unknows, we do have a mighty God who fights for us. This is truth and 
something we can rely on. 
 All Sunday services continue to be streamed Live on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/) 
during the regular service time of 10 am each Sunday morning. These streamed services will also be posted on our church 
website (churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org) the day following each service.  
 Pastor also has a live streamed weekly devotion on Facebook. Take a moment to check it out. 
 
 Please remember that work continues at St. John’s. Salaries and bills must be paid. Please consider sending 
your offerings through the mail to the church office. We are so thankful for those who continue to remember giving to 
this ministry at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
 

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IN DIFFICULT TIMES 
 As we continue to live under orders to stay in our homes and keep ourselves separated from others, our longing to 
be together grows. We anxiously look forward to the day we can gather together in God’s house for learning, worship and 
the receiving of His Holy Sacraments. We continue trusting God is in control and live in His promises. May we all 
continue living our faith each day through whatever means are available to us. 

 Stay connected to God through devotions, daily reading of the Bible, continued prayer. If you need some 
help please contact the church office for materials. St. John’s will loan out hymnals to anyone 
interested in using music at this time. Call the church office for details. 

 Obey the guidelines given by our government and care for yourselves the best ways possible. 
 Reach out to your fellow man. Call, text, facetime others to give encouragement. Write letters and cards. 
 Maybe you can get needed items from a store for those who cannot get out, using safe distancing 

practices. 
 

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 
LWML SPECIAL INGATHERINGS 

Our LWML has put all in gatherings on hold for the present time. Once we are back together, we will regroup and 
begin again. Thank you to all who are so supportive of our mission work. 

 
THANK YOU SO MUCH 

Thank you!!   I would just like to take the time and let everyone know how much I appreciate all the prayers, calls, e-
mails, text messages, cards, and book from Steven ministry on cancer. All this encouragement has helped so much.  It’s 
amazing when I am down and I get a message from someone to cheer me up.  Having the ‘Shelter in Place’ is not 
easy, and my cancer has been a challenge for me at times.  Things keep changing since my first cancer surgery on 
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God bless you aIWays.

February 20.  My second surgery March 26, I was dropped off at the front door of hospital and had to go in by myself as 
Dan waited in the parking lot to take me home later that day.  I was able to talk the doctor into letting Dan go with me to 
the first check up a week after the 2nd surgery but those times are no more allowed.  I have a seroma from the 2nd surgery 
to deal with, along with lymphoma in my left arm.  I been going to therapy for lymphoma and waiting for the seroma to 
heal so I can start Chemo soon. I have 5 1/2 months of chemo to do, which I am sure I will have to go in by myself during 
the treatment. Then they will talk about radiation after that. I really appreciate all the prayers, and concern from 
you and want you to know I am so thankful for my church family during these difficult days of ‘Shelter in Place’ and my 
cancer treatments.                                                                                                                 God’s Blessings, Carolyn Werner  

 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Matthew Gehn 
3 Ben Schillinger 
3 Kyle Wickwire 
4 Joshua Hock 
6 Steven Magerkurth 
8 Charles Johnson 
9 Jacob Miller 
9 Alexander Wolfe 
11 Daniel Werner 
12 Broc Krantz 

12 Julie Lage 
13 Craig Mosher 
14 Karen Rasmussen 
16 Blake Hallendorf 
16 Ryan Hallendorff 
17 Gracelyn Kulpa 
19 Linda Aper  
20 Kyle Miller 
21 Claire Yerkey 
25 Heidi Freeman 

25 Brittany Loenser 
27 Lindsey Gustafson 
27 Randy Rasmussen 
28 Gage Gehn 
28 Nick Miller 
30 Mike Dahl 
30 Emma Yerkey 
31 Gabe Loenser 

   
MAY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

1 Conner Helke 
1 Duane Miller 
2 Francie Kolb 
2 Kevin Rahn 
10 Kristin Mosher 
11 Jamie Eastburn 
11 Sarah Nerud 

12 Preston Smith 
15 Coy McKibbon 
16 Sandra Kane 
17 Blake Hallendorff 
17 Ryan Hallendorff 
18 Bradford Gehn 
22 Bridgette Smith 

23 Brenda Hallendorff 
28 Thad Curry 
28 Joshua Hock 
28 Nicholas Miller 
29 Steven Magerkurth 
30 Margo Schillinger 

 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

  1 Ken/Alicia Willeford (2010) - 10 yrs 
  4 Ron/Brenda Hallendorff (1996) - 24 yrs 
  4 Reon/Marta Haughton (2012) – 8 yrs 
16 Alan/Jamie Eastburn (2001) - 19 yrs 
17 Mark/Rebecca Ague (2014) - 6 yrs  

21 Adam/Samantha Hock (2016) – 4 yr 
22 Richard/Sharon DeWulf  (1971) - 49 yrs 
23 Gabe/Shandel Loenser (2012) - 8 yrs 
23 John/Nancy Wickwire (1981) - 39 yrs 
 

 
MEET THE CURRY FAMILY 

 We have the blessing of new members within the family of St. John’s. Thad, Kathy and Lauren Curry 
have been worshipping with us since last fall and official became members in February. Thad farms with his 

family at Curry Farms north of Alpha, IL. Kathy is a nurse at Hammond Henry Hospital in 
Geneseo.  
 The Curry’s have 4 children including Christopher & Marie Curry living in St. 

Charles Missouri, Cody & Rachel Curry from New Windsor IL, Evan Curry to wed Kaci Bedford June 6, 2020 and 
currently living in Madison Alabama, and Lauren Curry who is studying nursing at Creighton University in Omaha 
Nebraska. 
 Thad and Kathy enjoy working together on the farm and spending time with family. When time permits, they 
travel, take bike rides and hike. 
 It is a joy and privilege to have them in our family. May God’s blessing surround them. 
 

YOUTH NEWS/ SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 All the Sunday School teachers want to say we miss seeing all our children and cannot wait 
to be able to see you in person again.  Our prayers are that you are all safe and doing well. 

Since we are unsure how long the ‘Shelter in Place’ order will continue or what kind of 
restrictions we will have; we are looking at online options for the summer months for classes and 
VBS.  So we need to hear from our students’ parents on whether they have access to Facebook or our 
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church’s website for links.  We are also thinking of moving the dates for VBS to later in the summer.  Right now, please 
register and let us know about how you can access the online material.  Call Sandy Rahn 936-1152 or Wanda Rahn 944-
3966 to do this, thanks.  Then please watch your snail and email boxes for further updates. 

The students should have received in the mail a letter about making cards for our elderly shut-ins.  Please make 
sure to get those to Sandy as soon as possible. 

We know that there is a lot going on and routines are missing in our lives, please don’t let studying the word of 
God be one of those missing things.  If you are using online resources just make sure they are a reputable site and 
following the Lutheran Faith.  If you are unsure or have questions please contact Pastor Nerud and he will be more than 
willing help. 

God Bless You and hope to see you soon!   St John’s Education Superintendents. 
  

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as 

I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, of 
course. Praise God – that job’s already done! 

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ 
example of generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s 
command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the 
Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us 
leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus 
did not give as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world. 

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in 
proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even 
beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that God provides us to honor 
the Lord. 

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our works of 
love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to 
out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament 
ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has given for us. 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for our neighbor. Genuine 
love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our neighbor in need and 
gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, we give 
generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His gospel 
ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to 
construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament 
sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly 
that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of bestowing His gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the 
Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy. 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate 
ourselves to following Him in generosity. 
 

EVANGELISM 
By what authority are you doing these things?  Mark 11:28 Those who didn’t believe asked this question of Jesus.  

Yet, His authority is that of the Creator and Final Judge, while those who questioned, believed only in the authority of 
man.  What authority do people look to today?  Tell others that Jesus is the authority on life and death, and that with 
authority He came to save all people. 
 

Are you frazzled by family problems, stress at work, financial woes, or a thousand other hassles? You 
are not alone. Are you chronically troubled by fatigue, edginess, a churning stomach, shaking, dizziness or 
migraine headaches? There is help. Read the true stories of three people who recovered, finding hope and 
healing for the physical, emotional and spiritual problems caused by anxiety. Pick up Finding Peace in the 
Lutheran Hour tract rack in the narthex. 



MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 Faye Piepho – 350 North 190th St, Apt. B500, Shoreline WA 98133 

Elizabeth Hock – 27251 E 1650th St., Geneseo IL 61254-9771 
Steve Magerkurth – 810 Jupiter Drive #207, Madison WI 53718 
Erin Erickson (Schillinger) – married March 1, 2020 – contact information remains the same 
Brandon Gehn – Transferred to the Church Triumphant – March 19, 2020 
Joyce Miller – Transferred to the Church Triumphant – April 4, 2020 
Rob Dagit – Transferred to the Church Triumphant – April 14, 2020 
Tyson Aper – Released 3/5/2020 
Erik Boehmke – Released 3/5/2020 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 
families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them 
whenever possible. There is no greater way to serve than through prayer. We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All 
prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more 
information on either group, contact the church secretary. 

 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
During the month of May, we ask you remember the Board of Evangelism: Cathy Langdon and Paula Chapa. 

Pray for them as they continue to carry out their work. Your support and help will be much appreciated as well. 
 

Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 
church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 

Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 

and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 

Jim Rahn 
Bob Esterlein 
Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Barrett Hock   

Lillian Hock 
Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch            
Larry Hock 

John Neumann 
Carolyn Wildermuth 
Tim/Kristy Wolfe 
Marilyn Woods 

Rod Miller 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 

John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke)   



Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Nick Fredrickson (neighbor of Linda Aper) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 

Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Sandy Buester (wife of Rev. Alan Buester) 
Connie Cunningham (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Jolene Parrish (mother of Jamie Eastburn) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 Confirmation classes have continued during these days of the pandemic. We have 2 students, Nicole Nerud and 
Joshua Hock, who will receive the Rite of Confirmation. Date for this will be set once we are able to gather together once 
again for worship. 
  

FROM OUR SEMINARY STUDENT 
Dear friends and loved ones, 
 Christ is risen! Alleluia! I pray that this letter finds you all in good health, safe from the plague. I have been 
enjoying a mild spring at home with my family. Classes continue, but everything is online. All the professors are making a 
huge effort to teach us God’s Word. I dearly miss all the conversations with my brothers and most of all worshiping as the 
Body of Christ. I am making the most of the situation with my family. We sing Matins every day and read God’s Word. I 
am amazed how quickly John (my two-year-old) is catching on. His job is to get my crucifix off of my desk and put it at 
our makeshift altar. He knows most of the words even though he won’t say them. You can tell because he randomly 
decides to sing along. Doing devotions at home is a bit different than going to church. The gifts that the Holy Spirit gives 
are still there but watching my son has made me realize that doing church stuff at home give the ownership of it in a new 
way. When we sing the Lord’s Prayer, those words and notes are his; brought into his home. When he plays on his own he 
makes up his own songs’ “Jesus, Cross” or “Monster truck.” He’s only two. 
 I hope that many of you have also stared or maintained devotions at home. It is always a little awkward for adults 
at first, but the kids love it. Singing without an organ or instruments can be hard but there is something about music and 
hymns in particular that is so valuable in times like this. Music can either affect your emotions or guide them. These are 
very emotional days and I would like to share a couple of hymns that have been especially comforting to me. 
 The first hymn was written by Paul Gerhard. He suffered through the 30 years’ war and had many personal 
sadness’s as well. This hymn reminds the Christian to hope in the midst of trials because Jesus already defeated sin, death 
and the devil. Please look it up in your hymnal and read (sing!) all the stanzas. 
 

 “Why should cross and trial grieve me? Christ is near with His cheer; never will He leave me. 
 Who can rob me of the heaven That God’s Son for me won when His life was given?”  LSB #756 
 

 Our government, at least here in Indiana, does not want us to gather and receive Christ’s body and blood. Many 
Christians feel a deepened hunger for Christ’s pledge of forgiveness. Many also try to tell us that it is not necessary. The 
following hymn is a meditation on what happens at the Lord’s Supper. It speaks of the soul rejoicing to receive the body 
and blood that hung on the cross and was shed to pay for our sin. The stanza that I love is not in LSB, but the rest of the 
hymn is LSB #636. 
 

 “Ah, how hungers all my spirit For the love I do not merit! Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging, 
 Thought upon this food with longing, In the battle well-nigh worsted, For this cup of life have thirsted, 
 For the friend who here invites us And to God Himself unites us.”  TLH #305 
 

Music has this way of sticking in your head. When you add words about Jesus then you have the Gospel; that 
beautiful comfort always bouncing around in your head. If you are worried or scared or lonely, ask your pastor for 
comfort from God’s Word. Ask him which hymn has these words. 

I pray for you all. Amen, Come Lord Jesus.                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                              Andrew R. Hill 



MER PROGRAMS 2020

The Central Illinois Lutheran Camp Association (ClLCA) exists to loster and strengthen laith in Jesus Christ and
fellowship with others in a unique outdoor setting, ClLCA strives to reconnect Christians to Christ and Creation.

GENERATIONS
Campers age з thru mi
grade are introduced to camp
with a knight stay with a
parent or other adult. Sm”

Session : July 10-11
*per parent/child

DAUNTLESS SOULS
6th- thru Edi-grade campers
gather for a screen-free
week of life—changing
outdoor adventure. $310

PATHFINDERS
151» thru Anh-grade campers
break out on their own with a
Zー…gh〔 stay, $140/*$l75

Session 1; June 10-12
Session II: June 28—11ny 1*
Session Ill: July 26—28

M.A.D. WEEK
5th~ thru Sch-grade campers
choose one trackrMusic, Art,
or Drama- for the week & are
led by experienced

BOLD SPIRITS
¿lili-thru (¡th—grade
campers experience 5
nights of Camp CILCA. $310

Session I: June 21—26
Session 11: July 5-10

AQUA WEEK
4th- thru sth—grade water-
loving campers will enjoy a
full week of water-based
activities. $340

Session I: June 14—19
Session II: July 12—17

JOYFUL HEARTS
Campers age 13 and up with
developmental disabilities
experience the joys of the
outdoors during з 4-night stay.
S300

Session: May {’al-June 4

INTREPID HEARTS
High-School students enjoy
the rejuvenation of God's
creation in a laid-back week
before school smrts. $310

Session: July 19-24

instructors. ”eu

Session: June 14-19

ATHLETICS WEEK
Sth- thru stk—grade campers
focus on a new spon every
day: soccer, volleyball, track
& more! $340

Session: July 5-10

WE NEED YOU!
High—Schoolers & Older! Stay at
camp for free while serving as a
Joyful Hearts volunteer Junior
Counselor (JC)! Junior Counselors
are confirmed members of an LCMS
congregation and assist Senior
Counselors with the care ol'
campers.

Session: June 21-26

NIGHT OWL
вш— ШШ {uh—graders
experience camp while
staying up all night and
sleeping all day. Enough said!
$340

Session: July 12—17

Register
Today!

То find infidepth details on
each camp & register" visit:

www.cilca.org
«wr— duc 肛 ume M m m‥0[

The Camp CILCA Lowdown 

May, 2020 

Hog Roast, May 24th: The Hog Roast will go forward on May 24th 
as planned! If government restrictions allow, you are invited to dine at 
CILCA on delicious smoked pork sandwiches and all the trimmings. If 
not, carry-outs will be available for individuals or families. Either way, 

show your support for Outdoor Ministry at this annual event! 
 
SUMMER 2020: The summer program is moving forward and still accepting registrations! 
Of course, much depends upon the possible extension of government restrictions. CILCA will 
take every possible precaution to keep campers safe. Sign up today to spend some quality time 
in God’s creation! 
   
Find out more on-line at www.cilca.org                    Email camp@cilca.org / Call 217-487-7497 
 
Parents, 
Anxiety is running high with the spread of COVID-19. I am sending you a link to a 4-question survey to see what the 
interest in and viability of the summer camp program is for this summer. Your responses will help determine how CILCA 
moves forward through this changing landscape. If you could please respond by Monday, May 4 it would be a blessing. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd65pyoYamWXSHxDM_QWuYPKywqQ8wd_eIgFY3grrqVI1aXCA/view

form?usp=sf_link 
 
I pray that you are all safe and healthy. Please 
know that the camp ground at CILCA is open if 
you need to get out of the house and take a 
socially distanced walk, go fishing, or have a 
picnic. This is your camp, and whatever comes 
of this summer I pray you will make good use 
of it. God bless you all! 
                                                                                                                             
In Christ, Joshua W Theilen 
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$ LUTHERANmm PUBLIC RADIO
Sacred Musicfor the World

A prayer for Mother’s Day
Lord, we remember the mothers

who have gone heiore os.
For their love, ”crina, maggie

muay, we nunk you.
we remember the mothers of

Scripture who are o part or our story
or we are a p… of your story.

For their courage, faith, love and
nei-mms.we … yon.

hora, we remember those who have not
given birth to us, but me mothers to us.

Fm- their gin ofuiemeeivee um they
have given, we dunk you.

For the women who struggle with
fertility, for those women whom

society labels as less in their
ior those women who have 伽 children.
Fur meine-rs, for their strength,
for their wisdom, (or their “ves,

we thank you…
in your name we pray. Amen.

“hey protect
neuf tamlliesf _-.

they perform fo ー r
our time of n =

I ask this in y .
_ Amon

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

%

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 

№ №

  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 
You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

%

   
 
 Listen to:    
  Music of the Church,  
             Morning Chapel,  
                    and Issues, Etc. 

Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES 
 Praying God’s protection and guidance to the following students as they have 
completed their required studies and continue to the next phase of their lives.  
 Elizabeth Hock graduates from the University of Alabama with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
the Arts of Psychology. She will attend Western IL University this fall to continue her studies 
for her Master’s Degree in the Arts of Psychology. 
 Seth Winchell graduates from Geneseo High School. He will attend Bradley University 
in Peoria majoring in Accounting. 
 Emma Yerkey graduates from Geneseo High School. She will attend St. Ambrose 
University majoring in nursing/health care. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 ELDER 

Larry Hock 
ACOLYTE 

Joshua Hock 
USHERS  1 2 

3 
Worship-Live Stream 
                       10 am 
 

4 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 

5 
Stewardship 9 am 
 
 
 

6 
Confirmation 5pm 
 
 
 

7 
 

8 9 

10      Worship-Live 
Stream 
    10 am 
 
 

11 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

12 
LWML 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
Council 6:30 pm 

13 
Confirmation  5pm 

14 
 

15 16 

17 
Worship-Live Stream 
                       10 am 

18 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

19 20 21 
 

22 23 

24 
Worship-Live Stream 
                       10 am 

25 
               
 
      
 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 30 

31 
Worship-Live Stream 
                       10 am 

      

2020 
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
8948 N 1900 AVE           
GENESEO IL  61254-8941                                  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
                     Currently ‘Live’ streamed 

 
 
. . . This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same 
way you have seen him go into heaven.  
                                                                                    Acts 1:11b 


