
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.   

                                                                               John 14:3 
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Based upon Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
Hymn of Invocation: 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  



 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Then, throned with You forever, we 
Shall praise Your name eternally. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
D 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Opening Versicles 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 47 
1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 2For the L , the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
 
3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 

4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
 

5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the L  with the sound of a trumpet. 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
 

8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
 
9The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted!  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Sit 
 

First Reading                                                             Acts 1:1-11 
 

1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 

4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Je-
rusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 
heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
          6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own author-
ity. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”  



P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle                                                     Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
          15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 
and your love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of reve-
lation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlight-
ened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, accord-
ing to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over 
all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand  
Holy Gospel                                                                   Mark 16:14-20 
 

14Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were 
reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had ris-
en. 15And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel 
to the whole creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 
but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; 
they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up serpents with their 
hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they 
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

19So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up 
into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20And they went out 
and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and con-
firmed the message by accompanying signs. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Catechism 
     Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

          Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 



 
The Third Article 

Sanctification 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

What does this mean? 
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe 
in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit 
has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 
 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 
the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith. 
 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my 
sins and the sins of all believers. 
 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
 

Service continues on next page with the Office Hymn. 

Office Hymn: 494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph          

 
Sermon 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
After each petition: 
P … let us pray to the Lord:  
C Lord, have mercy.  
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in 
heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.       

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience 
and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
Hymn to Depart: 492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build  
  

 
Silent Prayer 
********************************************************************** 
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 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Rollin Miller 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
   Epistle: Ephesians 1:15-23 
   Holy Gospel: Mark 16:14-20 
 

WE PRAY: Lord Jesus, Lord of glory, who redeemed us to God by Your death 
and resurrection, and who even now sits in power at God’s right hand, receive 
our faltering earthly praise and honor, and hasten the day when the whole 
church on earth enters the Kingdom of Glory to sing the songs of heaven with 
the great retinue of cherubim and angels, seraphim and saints gathered around 
Your throne; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God with domin-
ion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—12   Adult Bible Class—18     Worship—66 

 
   OFFERING 

Offering  last week                                                  $3,251.71 
Weekly Budget needed                          $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Monday     9:00 am Winkel, St. John’s Geneseo 
Tuesday     1:00 pm LWML meeting 
      6:30 pm Council meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     6:00 pm Confirmation Elders’ Exam     
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
ACTS 1:11 – “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.” Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ is as-
cended, and Christ will come again. We live our lives in this world in the sure 
confidence of the world to come. We live as people who know our Lord Jesus 
and who know that He is coming back. This makes all the difference in how we 
approach our stewardship and how we care for the things of this world. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service. Thank you for your help. 
 
EMPOWER the JOURNEY—Grab a bottle, fill it up with coins, and bring it 
back. Your gifts will help Pregnancy Resources reach out to moms and dads 
with an unplanned pregnancy and walk this journey with them. Sign the sheet 
that you have taken a bottle and cross off your name when you return it. Please 
return bottles no later than May 30. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION DURING MAY—Please note that communion will 
not be served next Sunday. We will have communion May 23 and 30. 

 
Minutes of the April voters meeting are available by the mailboxes. 

 
Central Illinois District Scholarship Sunday was last Sunday, May 2nd.  We 
thank everyone who participated with gifts and prayers in support of our CID 
seminarians and full-time church-worker students.  We ask that you continue to 



pray for the needs of our students throughout the year. If you were not able to 
make a gift last week you may still do so today or at any time during the year.  
The need is great.  Please make your check payable to “The CID Scholarship 
Fund” and designate it to be used for current needs or to be added to the “CID 
Scholarship Endowment Fund.”  Please send your gift to the Central Illinois 
District - LCMS, 1850 North Grand Avenue West, Springfield, IL 62702-1626.     
 If you are considering making a gift to ministry of property or a gift 
through your estate, you may contact our CID Planned Gift Counselor, Rev. 
Charles Olander at (217) 416-8842 or c-olander@msn.com for assistance. Since 
the need for called workers is so great, we ask you to encourage those who are 
qualified to serve to consider pursuing a called church-worker vocation. 
 
LWML INGATHERING—The congregation is invited to help LWML gather 
items for ‘Personal Care Kits’ which will be sent to Lutheran World Relief. 
Items can be brought to the church anytime during the month of May. A box 
will be available for your donations. Items we are collecting: light-weight 
bath-size towels (between 20”x40” & 52”x27”) dark colors recommended, 2 
or 3 bath size bars of soap in original wrapping, adult-size toothbrush in 
original wrapper, sturdy comb, and nail clippers. Your help is greatly appre-
ciated. Monetary gifts are also acceptable and will be used to purchase item. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—Please consider providing flowers for a worship ser-
vice. Simply sign the flower chart found on the bulletin board next to the rest 
rooms. Use the yellow envelopes on the chart for your $20 donation. Write the 
date for flowers and special event/memory and place in offering plate. The rest 
is done for you. We many available Sundays. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray that congregations and other groups would experience a revi-
talized interest in praying for missionaries and supporting their work, especial-
ly after visiting with them face-to-face and hearing about what God is accom-
plishing through them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Carolyn Wildermuth—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Car-
olyn ask your blessing on her. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Paula Chapa  
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Betty Firch  John Erdman  Carolyn Werner 
Linda Aper  Marilyn Woods 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 

Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Little though you can see it now, God intends to do wonderful things with you. 
If He is taking it slowly, that’s no surprise; He did it the first time, too. Nothing 
the devil can do will stop the Lord from finishing His work in you. After all, He 
has already laid down His life to make you His own.” Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran 
Hour Ministries – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
THE GREAT CENTRAL IL CAMPOUT: May 28-31—Pitch your tent with 
others from across Central Illinois for a weekend of swimming, fishing, canoe 
rides, disc golf, squishy-ball, campfire devotions, Christian fellowship, and deli-
cious pulled pork sandwiches at the Sunday Hog Roast. Contact the camp office 
today to reserve a spot in the campground, a cabin, or a hotel room in the CGC.  
 
Sunday Schedule: 
 10:30am ~ Matins at the Outdoor Chapel 
 11:15 ~ Dedication of Dining Hall 

11:30-2:00 ~ Hog Roast (Adults, $8; Children, $5) 
1-4pm ~ Beach open (weather permitting)  

 
HELP NEEDED!  - Camp CILCA is seeking to fill the position of Assistant 
Cook: $14/hr, part-time. For more information contact the camp office today!  

 

Camp CILCA needs one more full-time male counselor for the sum-
mer. If you know a well-catechized, college-age man, encourage him to contact 
the camp office and talk to Pastor Theilen. 
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The Ascension of Our Lord (observedi) 
May 9, 2021 
Sermon Text: Mark 16:14-20 (Gospel) 
Other Texts: Acts 1:1-11 (First Reading); Ephesians 1:15-23 (Epistle)  
 

“Rejoicing in Jesus’ Ascension” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, our risen Lord. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we are celebrating a noble and grand festival in the 
Church calendar, one which commemorates a great event in the Savior’s first coming, truly its 
culmination. I am speaking of course of an event confessed in all three of the great Christian 
creedsii, our Lord Jesus’ ascension into heaven. To do so, I would like to address this in a two-
fold manner: first, addressing the event and doctrine, including a quick discussion of Christ’s 
descent into hell, and then, second, how this event is truly a blessing for believers. 
 
To begin the discussion on Christ’s ascension, let us briefly consider the too-often neglected 
event which seems to be the flip-side: His descent into hell. Sometime on the first day of the 
week, after Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried the Friday before, His soul returned to His 
body, restoring it to life, what we refer to as the vivification. And the first event that the Lord 
then undertook was His descent into hell, descending not only as God, but as man as well, bodily 
entering hell in a supernatural way. He went there, not to suffer, for that was completed, “It is 
finished!”iii It was on the cross that the price of the world’s redemption was paid in full. No, He 
descended to show Himself quite alive to the devil, the demons, and the damned and so proclaim 
to them His triumph and, consequently, that whether fallen angel or unbelieving human, God’s 
judgment upon them unto eternal torment is righteous and well-deserved.iv For His Christ, 
promised already to the first people, had come and conquered, redeeming His people.  
 
Between His descent into hell and His ascension into heaven is Christ’s glorious resurrection. Of 
course, as mentioned, He had already returned to life and then descended into hell, so when we 
confess the resurrection as following Christ’s descent, we are referring to what is happening here 
on earth: the finding of the empty tomb and Jesus appearing to His disciples. As St. Luke 
records, throughout the forty days between Christ’s resurrection and ascension He continued to 
show Himself alive and teach them, especially His apostles, more about the kingdom of God,v 
appearing, disappearing, and reappearing once again.  
 
But that was not to continue. So on the fortieth day our Lord did not just disappear as He had 
been doing previously. This time He visibly lifted Himself up before them until the clouds hid 
Him from their sight. And so the angels tell them that the same Jesus who was taken into heaven 
will return again in the same way, riding the clouds as His heavenly chariot, when He comes 
again to judge the living and the dead.vi 
 
Christ’s ascension. It was already prefigured in the Old Testament. As we heard in today’s 
psalm, “God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the trumpet.”vii The people of 
Israel joyfully sung this as they processed up to the temple, rejoicing in what God has done for 
His people, yet seeing in the spirit a greater event yet to come as the temple worship always 
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pointed forward to something more glorious connected to the Messiah, His work, and the 
fullness of Israel and her salvation which He would purchase by His blood. But as an eternal, 
heavenly kingdom means that the Messiah would not, could not, remain in humiliation upon this 
earth, so He had to be exalted, lifted beyond the heavens upon His throne, which is the very 
throne of God Himself, as is declared in Revelation 22, “the throne of God and of the Lamb.”viii 
 
A ruler assumes all authority and powers of leadership the minute they succeed to the throne. 
Yet, there is always a formal acknowledgement of that assumption of rule, a stately ceremony, a 
coronation. In a similar way, Christ Jesus, according to His human nature, assumed the fullness 
of divine rule, authority, and power, taking up the complete and constant use of His divine 
attributes the moment He returned to life in the tomb and left it behind. And now His ascension 
formally and publicly acknowledges that the man, Jesus of Nazareth, is King of kings and Lord 
of lords, being crowned with many crowns as the hymn writer rightly says.ix  
 
Truly, the ascension of our Lord is a great and glorious day for Jesus as we have heard. Yet, if 
we consider today nothing more than the good, right, and proper conclusion to our Lord’s earthly 
ministry, His well-deserved release from this world’s imperfections and humiliation, suffering, 
disgrace, and persecution, while such is true, we would miss its real profit for us. Stopping there 
would, in fact, make this a bit of a sad day. Oh sure, happy for Jesus, but sad for us because it is 
when He leaves this world behind and, therefore, us wo remain in it. And so it is that many 
Christians acknowledge Christ’s ascension as true, but do not really celebrate it, and perhaps 
even have a bit of a guilty conscience knowing that they should be happy for Jesus, but its hard, 
yes, even counterintuitive, to celebrate “good bye” and a time of separation!  
 
Dear Christians, to understand Christ’s ascension right is to celebrate it! That we may do such, 
let us hear again what the holy Evangelist St. Mark has written, “So then the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.”x We find 
that the difference between a subdued, even guilty acknowledgement of Jesus’ ascension and an 
overflowing joyous celebration of it is in the understanding of the words “right hand of God.” 
Some would see this as a specific place in the highest heaven which Jesus entered, apparently 
after having some sort of a space journey by which He got there, shooting through the cosmos 
until He reached its end and so entered the heaven of God. And if such is the case, then truly the 
Godman Jesus is indeed far away from us. But such is indeed wrong! 
 
The right hand of God, the throne of God, these are not terms about some place in which Jesus is 
located, a boundary that limits Him. But away with such nonsense! The heaven of God, His 
throne, His right hand, this is not a place somewhere outside of the created heavens of the 
universe, but is the Bible’s way of referring to God’s glory, omnipotence, and omnipresence. The 
fact that Jesus is seated at God’s right hand, far from meaning He is far away, instead means 
what we heard in today’s Epistle, that He is “far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion” and that He now “fills all in all.”xi  
 
Friends in Christ, our Lord’s ascension and seating at God’s right hand is the keeping of His 
promise, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.”xii Not just with us according to His 
divine nature, but also according to His human nature, the nature in which and by which He 
saved us through His perfect obedience under God’s Law and His suffering and death as our 
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brother and substitute. This is why we need not fall back onto symbolic understandings, but can 
believe the sure and simple words of our Lord’s testament, “This is My body, this is My blood,” 
personally receiving His body once given and His blood once shed for the forgiveness of sins.  
 
Our Lord’s ascension is the fulfillment of Psalm 2, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my 
holy hill” and “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth 
your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel.”xiii And so St. John saw in the Revelation, “She gave birth to a male child, one who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne.”xiv 
And so the omnipresent Godman, as the great King of kings, rules all things, shattering His 
enemies with His rod of iron, the symbol of His divine rule and omnipotence. 
 
But His dominion and omnipotence is used for the benefit of His Church, us, His people as a 
whole and for each individual member. Because He exercises all authority in heaven and on 
earth He can limit our enemies, Satan and the demons as well as their earthly dupes, the world of 
unbelievers, whatever their stripe. By His ascension Satan is chained,xv allowing God’s kingdom 
to advance. “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”xvi  
 
The Great Commission is the Church’s marching orders to conquer the world not by the sword, 
but with the Word. And with the one who commanded it ruling all, His Word goes forth into the 
world, not returning empty, but truly accomplishing that for which He has sent it.xvii Of which, 
by the way, each one of us here is a proof positive, for we have been rescued from Satan’s 
kingdom, being brought into the kingdom of light, which the ascended Christ rules. 
 
Fellow redeemed, Christ’s ascension and His sitting at God’s right hand is a mystery of the 
Christian faith. Not a mystery in the sense that we do not know of it, but in the sense that we 
cannot fully comprehend it by our reason, even our reason that has been sanctified by the Word 
and Holy Spirit. Like the sun, the more we try to look into it, the more blinded we are by the 
shining light of heavenly radiance that our mortal mind’s sight cannot penetrate.  
 
But when doing what sanctified reason knows to do, that is, humbly cling to what God reveals in 
His Word concerning this teaching, we find that we know everything that we need, and that is 
enough to fill us with great joy indeed! We know that as our Lord did not enter this world in 
abject humility even unto death on a cross for His sake, but for ours, so also He did not leave it 
in glory and honor for His sake, but for ours as well. So when Christ ascended to heaven, our 
human nature entered glory. Even now through faith we are with Him in the heavenly places as 
He showers His blessings upon us.xviii And our faith will receive its full reward in the 
consummation of the age, when we fully ascend as well, entering in resurrected glory the eternal 
mansions of our Father’s house that our ascended King and Savior has prepared for us.  
 
Christ has ascended and sits at God’s right hand. Let us rejoice in these awesome truths until that 
day He visibly returns and takes us into the fullness of His kingdom of glory. Amen! 
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i Christ ascended forty days after He rose, so the actual event happened on a Thursday, and so the festival of the 
Ascension is officially on a the Thursday that falls forty days after Easter Sunday. However, as so few attend 
midweek services, this festival is often moved to a Sunday so that it can be celebrated as is appropriate and preached 
upon for the sake of teaching God’s people.  
ii Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds. 
iii John 19:30. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iv 1 Peter 3:18-20. 
v Acts 1:3. 
vi See Acts 1:11. 
vii Psalm 47:5. Psalm 47 is the appointed psalm for Ascension Day. 
viii Revelation 22:2. 
ix “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” Lutheran Service Book 525. Cf. Revelation 19:12, 16. 
x Mark 16:19. 
xi See Ephesians 1:21-23. 
xii Matthew 28:20. 
xiii Psalm 2:6, 8-9. 
xiv Revelation 12:5. 
xv Revelation 20:2. 
xvi Mark 16:16. 
xvii See Isaiah 55:11. 
xviii Ephesians 2:6. 


