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April 18, 2021                                     Third Sunday of Easter 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting One, Lutheran Service Book p. 151. 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 
Hymn of Invocation: 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sin-

ful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit         Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b  

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
I will extol you, O L , for you have drawn me up 
 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
O L  my God, I cried to you for help, 
 and you have healed me. 
O L , you have brought up my soul from Sheol;  
 you restored me to life from among those who go down to  
   the pit. 
Sing praises to the L , O you his saints, 
 and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a life 
   time. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with  
   the morning. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 



Kyrie 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 

 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
\P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up 
the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from 



the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal 
joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
First Reading                                   Acts 3:11-21, on back of bulletin 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual                              adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet.  

 

Epistle                                              1 John 3:1-7, on back of bulletin  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Gospel                                            Luke 24:36-49, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 483 With High Delight Let Us Unite 

    
Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to 
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with an-
gels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 



 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-
liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
      C     Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Agnus Dei  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

Dismissal: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 



Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord  

 
 

 
Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 
       O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 

who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us par-
don and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to for-
sake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to 
serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hymn to Depart: 468 I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives   

 

**************************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expression of 
faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t want to place 
you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before you’ve had opportunity to 
study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregation, we invite you to speak with our pastor about this special 
opportunity, and request that you not partake of the Communion today. Thank 
you. 
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WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—15   Adult Bible Class—15     Worship—58 

 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $5,413.00 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
 

PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 

SPECIAL OFFERING—Please see insert for “Here I Stand” recognition Sun-
day. Offering plate is in the Narthex for your donations to Synod. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS—Please consider providing flowers for a worship service. 
Simply sign the flower chart found on the bulletin board next to the rest rooms. 
Use the yellow envelopes on the chart for your $20 donation. Write the date for 
flowers and special event/memory and place in offering plate. The rest is done 
for you. We many available Sundays. 
 

Minutes of the April council meeting are available by the mailboxes 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember how God works to strengthen the faith of His people as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for LCMS military chaplains serving on active duty for the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast Guard. 
  

ST. JOHN’S—Ms Jill Wickwire—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Jilland ask your 
blessing on her. 
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Karna Hollatz 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 

 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Hang on to Jesus, my dear friend. In Him and Him alone is true life—both 
now and forever. Though God’s work in the world may be hard to understand 
sometimes, we rejoice and celebrate as we look forward to all that He has in 
store for us.” Rev. Dr. Oswald Hoffman, The Lutheran Hour – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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“Here I Stand”
The 500th Anniversary  
of Luther’s Confession at 
the Diet of Worms
Sunday, April 18

Luther’s Answer at the Diet of Worms: 
It could have all ended the evening of April 18, 1521. 
The sun was beginning to set on the city of Worms.  
The heat was stifling in the packed room of the 
bishop’s palace where emperor, electors and 
German princes all waited with anticipation to hear 
the answer Martin Luther would bring. Would Luther 
recant? Would he retract what he had written and 
said against abuses in the church and against papal 
tyranny? Most of all, would he give up on the Gospel 
he had preached and taught, giving comfort and 
certainty to consciences in Christ?

“Martin, answer clearly and without any double-talk: 
Do you or do you not recant your books and the 
errors in them?” If Luther were to recant and admit 
that he was wrong, all would be well before the 
emperor and the Roman Catholic Church. On the 
other hand, if he did not recant, his own life would 
be at risk. He could be burned as a heretic.

This was it: recant or stand firm. With beads of 
sweat on his face, Luther responded:

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the 
Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it 
is well known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the 
Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will  
not retract anything, since it is neither safe 

nor right to go against conscience. I cannot 
do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me, 
Amen” (LW 32:112–13).

At this bold confession, the room erupted in noise. 
Some rejoiced; some demanded fire! Yet, in the 
midst of such commotion, the truth of Jesus Christ 
rang forth. The gates of Hades had not prevailed 
over the confession of the Gospel. The proclamation 
of justification by grace through faith on account of 
Christ’s work alone did not bend to spiritual tyranny.

500 Years Later:
Today, we stand in the footsteps of Martin Luther 
500 years later. We stand boldly, proclaiming the 
One who has called us out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. We stand boldly, renouncing the 
devil and all his works and all his ways. We stand, 
by the grace of God, steadfast and ready to suffer 
all rather than fall away. We do not stand on Luther, 
but we will gladly stand with him, firm on the 
testimony of the Holy Scriptures to confess the 
saving Gospel of Christ, our Good Shepherd, who 
died and rose, in whose name is forgiveness of sins 
for all people. Here we stand; we can do no other. 
God help us. Amen.

Find more at lcms.org/here-i-stand-sunday,  
including giving opportunities for providing a  
thank offering. 
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Third Sunday of Easter 
April 18, 2021 
Sermon Text: Acts 3:11-21 (First Reading)  
Other Texts: 1 John 3:1-7 (Epistle); Luke 24:36-49 (Gospel) 
 

“Bold Confession” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, our risen Lord. 
 
St. Paul has written that the Church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.”i He instructs that the Word of God contained in the 
Old and New Testaments, both having Christ Jesus as their center, is what our faith is built upon 
as we could not have any legitimate faith in Jesus without the Bible to reveal Him to us. Clearly 
it is necessary for the truth to be revealed so that we can hear it, know it, and believe it. But the 
Lord of heaven and earth says something else must be present as well.  
 
When Jesus asked, “Who do you say that I am?”ii Peter responded, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.”iii To this Jesus said, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”iv  
 
As is clear in the English translation, and confirmed by the original Greek text, it is not the man 
Peter on whom the church is built, but on his confession of Jesus. The confession that the man 
Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son of God and the Christ, that is, the final Prophet, Priest, and 
King, the incarnate truth, the world’s Redeemer, and the King of creation. So we see that while 
having the truth in the first place is obviously necessary, yet so is having faith in that truth, a 
faith that confesses the truth revealed in Holy Scripture. It is as St. Paul writes,  
 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 
is saved.v 

 
We see that a faith that does not confess the truth of Scripture with the mouth before the world is 
a sickly, fear-filled faith at best. On the other hand, the faith that boldly confesses the Word of 
God is exactly what faith should be, a hearty trust in Christ and His Word, a solid certainly of 
forgiveness of sins and eternal life, and so fearless before the world of unbelievers even in the 
face of mocking, threats, suffering, and violence.  
 
We see this in the apostles. Consider what we heard in last week’s Gospel, how they were hiding 
behind locked doors “for fear of the Jews.”vi Now contrast that with today’s reading from Acts 
which took place only a couple months later. Those same apostles, specifically in this case Peter 
and John, are no longer hiding, but out in public at the very temple itself. Peter fearlessly 
condemns the sins of the people and their leaders, blatantly telling them that when they killed 
Jesus, even asking for the murderer Barabbas to be released instead of Him, they killed the One 
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who is God’s Servant, as spoken of by the prophet Isaiah. Yes, they killed the very Author of 
life, the Word by whom all things were made.vii Fear of persecution was gone, replaced by a faith 
that boldly confesses. And this boldness remained as the apostles traveled all over, suffering 
severely, with all but one (John) martyred in horrific ways for their confession of Jesus. 
 
What brought about such a change? What took them from fearful inaction to the bold action of 
confession? It was seeing the risen Jesus and receiving from Him the Holy Spirit just as He had 
promised them.viii With the Spirit of the risen Christ filling them, faith replaced fear, boldness 
replaced timidity, confession replaced silence despite whatever Satan threw at them!  
 
But it did not stop with the apostles. After all, if it would have none of us would be believers! 
No, “the faith once for all delivered to the saints”ix was not silenced with the death of the 
apostles as those who were brought to faith by their ministry then continued to proclaim their 
Word handed down to them in Holy Scripture. So faithful pastors and people continued to 
confess the faith, as they were made certain of Jesus’ resurrection by the working of the same 
Holy Spirit that had filled the apostles, convinced by the eyewitness testimony of the apostles 
and others who had seen the risen Christ and so had been willing to suffer for that confession.  
 
Consequently, that faithful confession continued within the Church, made by many faithful 
believers, including those who would be called confessors, as they suffered for their faith, and 
the martyrs who gave the highest witness, making the ultimate confession by being willing to die 
rather than to deny their Lord who, as the firstborn amongst the dead, they trusted to bring them 
through death into eternal life with Him.  
 
And so it was in 1521 that Martin Luther, an ordained priest and a theological doctor, was called 
before the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, and the great nobility of the empire as well as the 
official representative of the self-declared head of the Church, the Pope of Rome. Luther was 
called to answer for his teachings, his writings, his confession of the Word of God. Naively 
thinking he would be permitted to explain and defend his position, he was taken aback when he 
was asked two questions: First, “Are these your writings?” to which he honestly answered “Yes.” 
Then second, “Do you retract them?”  
 
No debate. No chance to clarify why he had taught and written such. Either reject all of what he 
had previously said or face the consequences. Consequences that would almost certainly lead to 
his death just as it had done to an earlier reformer, John Hus, whom the papacy had declared to 
be heretic and so, despite the promise of safe passage, had him burned at the stake. Make no 
mistake, Luther well understood what confessing the truth would likely bring him. Yet, after 
asking for a night to consider his response and spending it in prayer, the next day he made his 
confession to the leaders of church and state, concluding his statement with this:  
 

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for 
I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that 
they have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures 
I have quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I 
will not retract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. 
I cannot do otherwise, here I stand, may God help me, Amen.”x 
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And so the bold confession of Christ was made once more. And by such, the Lord once again 
sounded the pure Word in the midst of the spiritual darkness of legalism, self-righteousness, 
clericalism, dead ritualism, and so many false understandings and teachings that had piled up via 
the traditions of men. And by God’s unbounded grace and most undeserved mercy, we here 
today are the spiritual descendants of that brave man Martin Luther. Yet, not so much of Luther 
the man, for he too was a sinner as he honestly confessed. No, descendants of his bold 
confession, the confession of the Christian Church, the confession of Christ going back to Peter 
and the apostles, the confession that had been handed down to him in the divine Word of the 
prophetic and apostolic Scriptures contained in the Holy Bible. 
 
For the question of doctrine must never be judged by popes, church councils, synodical 
conventions, or voters’ assemblies since they can and have erred and contradicted themselves. 
Now certainly the historical witness of the Church is extremely valuable to determine how the 
Church has interpreted the Scriptures and confessed them in the past, but the Bible alone remains 
the sole authority which judges all. And that includes the individual as well. For while a person’s 
conscience might well feel fine judging things right or wrong, the conscience alone is not a 
foolproof guide either, as it too can and does err. Thus it too must be judged by God’s Word. 
Thus when an individual sets him or herself up as the final interpreter of Scripture, they simply 
declare themselves to be their own pope, and will receive the due judgment for such accordingly.  
 
Dear Christians, throughout the centuries, faithful Christians, both clergy and laity, have made 
the bold confession of Christ and His Word through their words and life. Some of their names 
are well-known: the apostles, the Virgin Mary, and other Biblical saints, martyrs like Justin, 
Perpetua and Felicity, confessors and theologians like Athanasius, Augustine, and Luther. Far 
more numerous is the great cloud of witnessesxi whose names we do not even have a clue of, but 
who are well known by their heavenly Father through faith in their Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
For some, they confessed in the midst of terrible times, of persecution, of suffering, of 
martyrdom. To others God granted times of general external peace; yet they too had to confess in 
the midst of Satan’s internal attacks, as he used their time of peace to lull them into spiritual false 
security and a lazy confession, or work within them doubt and guilt over their lack of suffering 
as other Christians have faced and so make them question their own faith and faithful confession. 
 
While always required, today is a time when that bold confession is needed once more. In these 
days of pervading and increasing wickedness, the bold confession of God’s unchanging Word 
and Christ Jesus returning in glory as the holy Judge is needed to shake people out of sin’s 
delirium and lead them to repentance, including too many who claim the name Christian, but 
whose confession in words and deeds is not that of the saints of old. So also the bold confession 
of Christ crucified and risen to redeem the world is needed more than ever that, hearing the truth 
of the Gospel, people may believe and be saved, and so confess Christ even unto more still. 
 
Our confession may not be so bold at times. So to increase our confidence and, by such, our 
boldness, let us be encouraged once more by this incredible promise of our dear Savior, 
“Everyone who confesses Me before people, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 
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heaven.”xii Knowing that our sins are forgiven and that Jesus will confess us on the Last Day to 
the Father, bringing us into the new creation, let us take heart in these gray and latter days and 
so, by God’s grace and the power of His indwelling Spirit, follow in the footsteps of the saints 
before us. Doing such by confessing Christ Jesus as God and Lord, the Holy Judge, the only 
Savior, and the dearest Friend to everyone who repents of their sins and believes in His name.  
 
God make us such bold confessors of Christ to His glory and the conversion of sinners. Amen! 

 

  

 

 

 

 
i Ephesians 2:20. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii Matthew 16:15.  
iii Matthew 16:16. 
iv Matthew 16:17-18 (emphasis mine). 
v Romans10:8-10. 
vi John 20:19. See also v. 26. 
vii See John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16-17. 
viii E.g. John 14:16, 26; 16:7; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:5, 8. 
ix Jude 3. 
x Luther, M. (1999). Luther’s works, vol. 32: Career of the Reformer II. (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald, & H. T. 
Lehmann, Eds.) (Vol. 32, pp. 112–113). Philadelphia: Fortress Press. 
xi Hebrews 12:1. 
xii Matthew 10:32. New American Standard Bible 2020 (NASB). I have used the NASB here since the ESV 
translation has the weak “acknowledges” in place of the more accurate “confesses.” 


