
 

 

 

 

 

To the Church in Philadelphia 
 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
March 24, 2021                                              Lent 5 Midweek 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Evening Prayer, from Hymnal Supplement 98 
(CPH, 1998) 

Service of Light 
P Now is the time of God’s favor; 

 C     now is the day of salvation. 
P Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

 C     that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
P May Your justice shine like the sun; 

 C     and may the poor be lifted up. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C     It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who 
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole crea-
tion and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

 C     Amen. 
 

Psalm 119:9–16  
 

B  
9How can a young man keep his way pure? 
 By guarding it according to your word. 
 10With my whole heart I seek you; 
 let me not wander from your commandments! 
 
11I have stored up your word in my heart, 
 that I might not sin against you. 
 12Blessèd are you, O L ; 
 teach me your statutes! 
 
13With my lips I declare 
 all the just decrees of your mouth. 
14In the way of your testimonies I delight 
 as much as in all riches. 
 



15I will meditate on your precepts 
 and fix my eyes on your ways. 
 16I will delight in your statutes; 
 I will not forget your word. 
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

Canticle Hymn: 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image  
 
 

 

Readings 
First Reading                          Revelation 3:7-13 
 

7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of 
the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no 
one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.  

8 “ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and 
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 Behold, I 
will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews 
and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down be-
fore your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 10 Because you 
have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on 
the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one 
may seize your crown. 12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar 
in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on 
him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own 

new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’  

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 V. Calvary  
 

     The soldiers now had charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he 
went out of the city to a place called Skull Hill, in Hebrew, Golgotha. As 
they led him away, they laid hold of Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alex-
ander and Rufus, who was coming in from the country. On him they laid 
the cross that he might bear it after Jesus. Following him was a great 
company of people and of women who bewailed and lamented him. Jesus 
turned to them and said, 
 

     “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children. The days are surely coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never gave suck.’ Then they will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ 
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these things with a green tree, 
what will happen with a dry one?” 
 

     There were also two others, criminals whom they led along to be put 
to death with him. When they came to the place called Golgotha, they 
gave him wine mingled with gall to drink, but when he tasted it, he 
would not drink it.  
 

     It was the third hour, and there they crucified him. 
     Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
     The two criminals they also crucified with him—one on his right, the 
other on his left, with Jesus in the middle. The Scripture was then ful-
filled which says, “And he was numbered with the transgressors.” 
 

     When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they cast lots to divide his 
clothes and decide what each should take. They made four parts, one for 
each soldier. There remained his tunic, which was without seam, woven 
in one piece from the top to the bottom. They said to one another, “Let us 
not tear it, but cast lots for it to decide who shall have it.” The Scripture 
was thus fulfilled which says, “They divided my garments among them 
and cast lots for my clothing.” These things the soldiers did and, sitting 
down, they kept watch over him there. 
 

     Over his head was put the charge against him. Pilate wrote the notice 
to be put on the cross. It read, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OF THE 
JEWS. This title was read by many of the Jews, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near to the city, and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin. The chief priests of the Jews then said to Pilate, “You should 



 not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but ‘This man said, I am the King of 
the Jews.’” 
     Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
 

     People stood by, watching. Those who passed by derided him, wag-
ging their heads, and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself. If you are the Son of God, come 
down from the cross.” 
 

    So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him to 
one another saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, now come down from the cross that we may 
see and believe. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants 
him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
 

     The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him and offering him wine, 
and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself.” The thieves 
who were crucified with him also reviled him. And one of the criminals 
who hung there with him railed at him: 
     “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” 
 

     But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God since you 
are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are get-
ting what we deserve for what we have done; but this man has done noth-
ing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 
     Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 
 

     Near to the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother 
and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, behold your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 

     About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” 
     When some of them that were standing there heard it, they said, “He 
is calling for Elijah.” 
 

     After this, Jesus knew that all things were accomplished. Fulfilling 
the Scripture he said, “I thirst.” There was a jar of wine standing there. 
One of them ran immediately to get a sponge. He filled it with wine, put 
it on a reed, held it up to his mouth, and gave it to him to drink. 
     Others said, “Wait and see if Elijah will come and save him.” 
 

     When Jesus had received the wine, he cried with a loud voice, “It is 
finished!” Then he said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
Having said this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

     At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and 
the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They 
came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the ho-
ly city and appeared to many people. 
     When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he died, he said, 
“Truly, this man was the Son of God.” 
 

     All the people who had gathered to see the sight, when they saw what 
had happened, turned away beating their breasts. Those who had known 
him stood at a distance, as also the women who had followed him from 
Galilee. Among them was Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
the younger and of Joses, and Salome the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 

     It was the day of Preparation before the Sabbath, and this was Passover 
Sabbath. Therefore, so that the bodies should not remain on the crosses 
during the Sabbath, the Jews asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the 
bodies removed. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 
the other who was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and 
saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, but one of the 
soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood 
and water. One who saw it is our witness, and his testimony is true. He 
knows that he tells the truth that you also may believe. These things were 
done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones shall be 
broken.” And again, another Scripture says, “They shall look on him 
whom they pierced.” 
 

     By this time evening had come. A respected member of the council, 
Joseph of Arimathea, was one who was looking for the kingdom of God, a 
good and righteous man who had not consented to their purpose and deed. 
He was a disciple of Jesus secretly, for he feared the Jews. Now he took 
courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
 

     Pilate was astonished that he could be dead already. He called for the 
centurion and asked him whether Jesus was already dead. When he was 
assured by the centurion that it was so, Pilate granted Joseph the corpse 
and commanded that it be given over to him. 
 

     Joseph bought fine linen and came and took the body of Jesus. Nicode-
mus came also, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred 
pound weight. It was he who had first come to Jesus by night. They then 
took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, as is 
the burial custom of the Jews. 
 



 

     Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in 
the garden a new tomb, where no one had ever been buried. Joseph laid 
the body in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, and 
rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb, and departed. 
     Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were sitting there op-
posite the sepulcher and saw where he was laid. Then they returned and 
prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath day they rested according 
to the commandment. 
 

     On the next day, the day after the Preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees went together to Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what that 
imposter said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 
Therefore command that the sepulcher be made secure until the third day 
to stop his disciples from coming and stealing him and saying to the peo-
ple, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ making the final deception worse than 
the first.” 
 

     Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go and make it as 
secure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure, seal-
ing the stone and setting a watch. 
 

P In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by 
the prophets. 

C But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His 
Son. 

 

Litany 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 
       P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  
                  Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and 

for all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For our public servants, for the government and those who 
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and pro-
tection in this and every place let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 

this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 
people here present who await from the Lord great and abun-
dant mercy let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
need let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ 

let us give thanks to the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
 Silence for meditation. 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord. 

 C     To You, O Lord. 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which 
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments; and also that we, being defended from 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the 
merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

 C     Amen. 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
  in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
  us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
  against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 



Office Hymn: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane  
   

Sermon 
 Text: Revelation 3:7-13 
 Title: “To the Church in Philadelphia (and to Us) ” 
 

Prayer  

P O Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, who suffered the anguish and 
death of the cross to win forgiveness for our sins and eternal 
life, we humbly thank You for giving Yourself for us. It is 
with both sadness and joy that we view Your suffering and 
death. Deep sorrow fills our hearts because we know it was 
our sins that brought You to the cross. Our sins were so many 
and so great that nothing less than Your holy, precious blood 
could atone for them. Had we and our first parents not sinned, 
Your bloody and painful sacrifice would have been unneces-
sary. Yet, great joy fills our hears, dear Savior, for Your suf-
fering and death are evidence of the great love our kind and 
merciful God has toward us. God loved us and so He sent 
You, His Son, to satisfy divine justice for our sins.  

 Let us never become careless as we confess our sins, or grow 
cold toward the love and mercy of God, or despise the sacri-
fice You made in our behalf. Ever make the eternal redemp-
tion You won for us the treasure of our hearts and the desire 
of our souls. Through the love You have shown us and the 
eternal life that is our sure promise, strengthen the new man 
in us, that we may daily put to death our sinful flesh and ev-
ermore live righteously as true children of our heavenly Fa-
ther. You who have redeemed us to God by Your own blood, 
hear our prayers, forgive our sins, supply our needs, comfort 
us in all things that distress us, and save us from eternal 
death. O precious Savior, we praise Your holy name. 

 C   Amen. 
 

P O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have compas-
sion on our weakness. Put far from us all worry and fearful-
ness that, having confessed our sins and commending our-
selves to Your gracious mercy, we may, when night shall 
come, commit ourselves, our work, and all we love into Your 
keeping, receiving from You the gift of quiet sleep; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C   Amen. 
Blessing 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

 C   Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 431 Not All the Blood of Beasts   
 

Silent Prayer 
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5th Lenten Midweek Service 
March 24, 2021 
Revelation 3:7-13 
 

“To the Church in Philadelphia (and to Us)” 
 
Grace and peace be to you from the Holy One, the True One, who has the key of David, even our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
As we continue our circuit through the seven churches, we now come to the sixth one, 
Philadelphia, which was about 30 miles southeast of Sardis. It was established in 189 BC by 
King Eumenes II of Pergamum of the Attalid dynasty. Eumenes II named the city in honor of his 
brother and successor, Attalus II, whose loyalty had earned him the nickname, “Philadelphus”, 
which means “one who loves his brother”. Attalus Philadelphus’ son, Attalus III had no heir and 
so bequeathed his kingdom, including Philadelphia, to his Roman allies when he died in 133 BC.  
 
Philadelphia was a major commercial center. It was on an important thruway, called the 
“gateway to the East,” due to the road that went through it. It was also known for its many 
temples and cultic festivals. Earthly speaking, its one major drawback was that it was built upon 
a volcanic plain, and so suffered from earthquakes, with one in AD 17 causing terrible damage.  
 
The church in Philadelphia receives a special recognition that only she, along with the church in 
Smyrna, receives no criticism from the Lord, but only commendation. And while words of 
criticism are beneficial, both for the first Christians and us today, so also is the lack of it. How? 
While they no more than any of us were sinless, is it not an encouragement to know that our 
Lord can be well-pleased with a congregation? After all, while again always recognizing the 
need to keep repenting, there is nothing more discouraging than to think that we cannot do 
anything to please our Savior. But that is not true. So let’s learn more that we can please Him! 
 

“‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is 
able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my 
word and have not denied my name.”i 

 
As always, the omniscient omnipresent Lord knows their works, which is why He could 
commend them. But now our Lord uses this language of setting an open door before them that no 
one is able to shut. This refers back to one our Lord’s titles for Himself, the one “who has the 
key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.”ii This terminology 
was once used of the Old Testament man Eliakim, who was made steward over the house of 
David, holding the key that opens up the storehouses of the kingdom so that, as a father, he could 
care for the people.iii So now here the Lord Christ refers to Himself as having the key, so that, as 
our king, He can be the Everlasting Father for His people as Isaiah had prophesied,iv opening the 
door of the storehouse of heaven unto them. A door that no one can close. 
 
This was a great comfort to the Christians in Philadelphia, for as the Lord recognized and they no 
doubt did as well, they had little power. While specifics are not given, it is possible that they 
were a small congregation, with at least the majority of their members being composed of those 
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who were not affluent in society. So also, while no specifics are given, we do know that the 
unbelieving Jews, who are not Jews since they do not have faith in Jesus but are truly a 
synagogue of Satan, were causing them trouble. Of course, remembering that there were many 
pagan temples, etc., these too would have put pressures upon the little congregation. Yet, despite 
their little power, no one could close the door of God’s grace on them, the gifts of forgiveness of 
sins and spiritual life that leads to eternal life kept coming. For the door was kept open by He 
who holds the keys of David, yes, the keys of death and Hades which are the very keys of heaven 
itself. For He who is the holy one, the true one, the one who died and rose again! 
 
And so, this little congregation with little power was able to keep the Lord’s Word and not deny 
His name, despite Satan and his worldly servants. And that is exactly what is needed to be a 
faithful church and so please the Lord of the Church. For while great works and mighty 
martyrdoms certainly shine brightly, and when the Lord requires such they are certainly good 
and pleasing to Him, yet, of themselves, they are not needed to please Christ. For He is pleased 
when His name is not denied, but confessed in faith, which of course can only happen when His 
Word is kept. That is, kept pure and then believed and lived. And for those who do such, whether 
in Philadelphian in AD 95, or in St. John’s in 2021, the door of heaven’s gifts remains open and 
no one can shut it to us. It is the same promise that St. Paul wrote to the Romans,  
 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?... For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.v 

 
Yes, no one can close the door Christ opens. Except, of course, for Christ Himself. For just as 
what He opens no one can shut, so also what He shuts no one can open. In other words, for those 
who fail to keep His Word and confess His name, no amount of so-called works or anything else 
that they or others do will be able to force open heaven’s door.  
 
And so here we see the necessity for the Philadelphians, and all Christians including each of us 
today, to keep the Word. To hold fast to it in faith and so live in faith-wrought obedience. To not 
deny His name, but to confess it, especially in the times when we have little power on any 
earthly level. To give in, to keep quiet, not on political issues, for those are but of the earth, but 
on confessing Christ on this earth, failing to do that is what shuts the door to heaven. For He has 
warned, “Whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”vi  
 
To the Philadelphians the gracious Lord said, “Because you have kept my word about patient 
endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those 
who dwell on the earth.”vii And we too have His Word about patient endurance. We have the 
Word of how the Lord patiently endured the sins of the world, in longsuffering holding back His 
wrath and judgment.viii Even more, we have the Word that speaks of our incarnate Lord’s patient 
endurance as He humbled Himself to endure the pain and suffering of our sins, yes, the sins of 
the world, as our substitute under God’s wrath and judgment.  
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Now redeemed by our Lord’s patient endurance for us, we also have His Gospel Word of 
promise “that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”ix And the Holy Spirit assures us of 
Christ’s promise that the one who endures to the end will be saved,x the promise which helps us 
imitate our Lord and endure patiently what He allows us to suffer in the meantime as He also 
promises “that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 
to be revealed to us.”xi And until then, He promises, “God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that 
you may be able to endure it.”xii And again, “And if those days had not been cut short, no human 
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.”xiii 
 
Dear Christians, the Lord Jesus promises to come quickly. It is true that our understanding of 
time may put those words into question. But remember that He who spoke them is the same one 
who created time, who is eternal and so is outside of time and its limits, and therefore is in 
complete control of time and history. His promise will not, cannot, be fail.  
 
So, like the Philadelphians, “hold fast to what you have so no one can seize your crown.”xiv The 
Lord calls His faithful people to remember that they must not become careless in either their 
faith or their Christian life, as these are intimately connected. With these words He reminds us 
that the Christian experience is a real struggle against real forces that seek to rob us of our saving 
faith and, thereby, our salvation. Real forces that often work through flesh and blood people, but 
who are not such, but far worse, being “the rulers, the authorities, the cosmic powers who rule 
this present darkness, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”xv 
 
Yes, hold fast to what you have, Christ’s Word. Hold it in true ongoing repentance over your sins 
and sincere faith in Your Savior, for repentance over sin and faith in your Savior are the main 
teachings of Scripture, the Law and the Gospel. Hold fast through thick and thin, in times of 
blessing and times of trial. Hold fast with all your might, confident that even when you have 
little power, it is enough, for He is the source of your faith’s strength. Truly, when you know you 
are weak, you are calling to Him all the more, and in Him you are made strong of faith, able to 
patiently endure until He delivers you from this valley of sorrow and death. 
 
So hold fast to what you have, His promises! His promise that He will make you a pillar in the 
temple of God, that is, you will be a permanent resident, unable to be shaken or moved from His 
presence forever. His promise to put the name of God on you, which means God claims you as 
His own, something already begun in Holy Baptism when you received, “the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”xvi His promise of putting on you the name of the city of 
God, the new Jerusalem, the kingdom of glory, of which you are even now a citizen through faith 
in Christ.xvii And there Christ will write His new name on you, the name that describes Him as 
He is now, no longer in the form of a humbled servant, but exalted as the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, as the glorified victor over sin, death, the devil, and hell, all of which He will share with 
all who belong to Him and so places His new name on them in eternity.   
 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”xviii Dear Lord, grant us 
such ears of faith. Amen! 
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i Revelation 3:8. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii Revelation 3:7. 
iii Isaiah 22:22. 
iv Isaiah 9:6. 
v Romans 8:35, 38-39. 
vi Matthew 10:33. 
vii Revelation 3:10. 
viii Exodus 34:6; Romans 3:25. 
ix Romans 5:3-5. 
x Matthew 24:13. 
xi Romans 8:18. 
xii 1 Corinthians 10:13. 
xiii Matthew 24:22. 
xiv Revelation 3:11. 
xv Ephesians 6:12. 
xvi Matthew 28:19. 
xvii Philippians 3:20. 
xviii Revelation 3:13. 


