
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
January 3, 2021                     Second Sunday after Christmas 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book p. 184. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for 
the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and mer-
ciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                       Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14  
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his   
   glory,  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and  
   truth. 

Praise the L ! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
But the L  takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
 in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
Praise the L , O Jerusalem! 
 Praise your God, O Zion! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen    
   his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace  
   and truth.  
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true 
Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may 
shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
First Reading                                1 Kings 3:4-15, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                                        Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a  
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty           
   God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 

 

Epistle                                        Ephesians 1:3-14, on back of bulletin 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                                      Luke 2:40  
       P   Alleluia. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.   



       C   And the favor of God was upon him. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                                             Luke 2:40-52, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 410 Within the Father’s House    

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 
    And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself 
    With loving awe to trace 

 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 
    And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    Coequal Three in One. 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

          P    Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and   
                   for all people according to their needs.   

P Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that Your Son, the 
eternal Word, became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth. Extend His praise into all the world, that many 
more with us would come to hope in His steadfast love.  
Lord, in Your mercy,    

           C hear our prayer.  
P Heavenly Father, Your Son diligently heard the Word of God 

and grew in wisdom and stature, submissive to His earthly 
parents and always about Your business and in Your house. 
Keep the families of Your Church abiding in Your Word, ea-
ger to be found among Your Word and Sacraments, always 
treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor, and eager to serve 
You in their holy vocations. Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, You have blessed us in Christ, Your be-

loved Son, in whom we have redemption through His blood, 



the forgiveness of sins. Preserve Your Church by the preach-
ing of the Gospel of salvation and the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit in Baptism. Raise up among us faithful preachers 
to the praise of Christ’s glory, until we acquire the inher-
itance promised us in Him. Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, You gave to Your servant Solomon unsur-

passed wisdom to rule Your people Israel, chiefly the wis-
dom that begins in fearing You. Give to the leaders and elect-
ed officials of our nation wisdom for their task to discern be-
tween good and evil and to govern this people in peace and 
quietness. Be gracious to preserve our president and president
-elect, our governor, and all legislators and judges. Lord, in 
Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
      P   Heavenly Father, give patience and endurance to all who are 
 sick or in any need, and heal them according to Your will. 
 Receive our thanksgiving for every blessing and kindness 
 You have shown to Your people. Give comfort and hope to 
 all who mourn.  Lord, in Your mercy,    

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, Your Son has won redemption through His 

blood, granting the forgiveness of our trespasses. So now ac-
cording to the riches of Your grace, receive those who come 
to Your blessed Sacrament this day. Grant worthy repentance 
and confident faith to all who commune, united in a sincere 
confession of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 

grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever.     

C Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Benedicamus 
          P Bless we the Lord.  
           C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
     P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
            The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto  
                 you. 
            The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you  
                 peace. 
     C Amen. 
 

Hymn of Departure: 390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice    

At this time the live streaming of the service will end. If anyone does not feel 
comfortable receiving the Lord’s Supper at this time they are welcome to de-
part. The worship concludes with the Service of the Sacrament. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 



and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in 
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of 
Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 
seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying:  

 

Sanctus 
C   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: heaven  
       and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
       Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
       na in the highest. 

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
            the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of  
     the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

Distribution 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis  
C Lord, now let Thou Thy servant depart in peace accord-

ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have re-
freshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C Amen. 

********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expression of 
faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t want to place 
you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before you’ve had opportunity to 
study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod congregation, we invite you to speak with our pastor about this special 
opportunity, and request that you not partake of communion today. Thank you. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Aaron Raschke  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Don Hock, Andrew Hock, Josh Hock 
 
Organist: John Neumann 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 3:4-15 
   Epistle: Ephesians 1:3-14  
   Holy Gospel: Luke 2:40-52 
 
WE PRAY: Heavenly Father, from whose loving hand blessing after blessing 
has been heaped upon us, we offer our deepest thanks for Christ, for faith, for 
adoption, for the Spirit, and for hope; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with 
You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—11      Adult Bible Class—14      Worship—42 

 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

  WEEKLY OFFERING 
Offering                                                    $5,448.00 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     6:00 pm Elders 
      7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Saturday     9:00 am Take down Christmas decoration 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
     Installation of Officers, Pledge Sunday, 
    11:30 am Town Hall Meeting 
                     
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
1 Kings 3:4 – “And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was 
the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on 
that altar.” Now that’s a big sacrifice! But, of course, Solomon offered sacri-
fices in proportion to his wealth. The Lord had blessed him greatly, so his sacri-
fices were correspondingly large. Jesus also praised the widow’s mite, a small 
amount of money, but a great sacrifice in proportion to her means. 
  
THANK YOU Rev. Robert Hagen for leading our worship this morning  bring-
ing us the Word of our Lord God and His Holy Supper. May His Word go forth 
with the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ alone. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members for 
those attending worship each service and those taking communion when being 
served. Thank you for your help. 
 
TOWNHALL MEETING—The second ’Town Hall’ meeting is scheduled for 
Jan. 10th. Complete information is in the January newsletter. 
 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS will be during the worship service next 
Sunday. All members of the 2021 Council are encouraged to attend if possible. 
 
PLEDGE SUNDAY will be observed Jan. 10th. Pledge cards are on the front 
entrance table or in Jan. newsletter. Place Pledges in ‘Pledge Box’ found next to 



the offering plates or mail them to the church. 
 
PLEASE HELP take down the Christmas decorations Saturday, January 9th 
beginning at 9 am.  
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray. 

MISSION–Pray for our congregations, that God would strengthen them by 
fostering a faithful Lutheran approach to confessing Christ to neighbors and 
planting daughter congregations. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Kristy Rodgers—We offer before You our common re-
quest for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Kristy 
and Brianna and ask your blessing on them.  
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Bob/Lois Esterlein Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Fred Magerkurth Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Donald Gilbert (uncle of Pastor Nerud) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Family of Norma Daniels 
Family of Pat Johnson 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“God is not just our God or the God of just our people or just our nation or our 
congregation or our denomination or our demographic category or our tribe or 
our ethnicity or our language. There is no justice if it’s just about just us. No, 
God is the God of all time and all space and all people. In Christ, all things hang 
together. Step into your new year with this fresh recognition that the Holy Spirit 
wants to fill every nook and cranny of your life until you overflow with God’s 
everlasting love for everybody.” Pastor John Nunes on The Lutheran Hour – A 
Life Quote from  


