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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“THE MEANS of GRACE PART II: LET’S TALK ABOUT GRACE” 

Last month we introduced our series on the means of grace (Gospel in Word and Sacrament), including the 
declaration from our Augsburg Confession which states their necessity. In order to explain this necessity of the means of 
grace, it is beneficial to have a quick refresher on the “grace” aspect.  

 
I. The Necessity for God’s Grace 

When reading the Bible, it becomes very clear that no one will be saved by their own observance of the Law (i.e. their 
works). “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in His sight by observing the Law” (Rom 3:20). This is because no 
one can do the works in either the quantity or the quality that God’s Law demands. “For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). In fact, all those who attempt to appease God with their own works will be damned. “All 
who rely on observing the Law are under a curse” (Gal 3:10). If sinful mankind is to be saved, something outside of the 
sinner is necessary. 
 
II. God’s Grace in Jesus 

God in His mercy did not want the death of a single sinner. “[God] wants all men to be saved” (1 Tim 2:4). Therefore, 
because of His own merciful nature, God came up with a plan of salvation. “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). This completely 
unmerited, unearned, undeserved love of God is called His grace. “For by grace you have been saved” (Eph 2:8).1 But His 
grace is not merely sentimentality, but has been put into concrete action with the sending His eternal Son into the world as 
the Savior of sinners.      

 
Saving grace2 is God’s love for sinners in Jesus, which means to talk about God’s grace rightly, we must focus on 

Jesus and His work of salvation that began at His conception and culminated in His death and resurrection.3 Because of 
this, a simple acronym for grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. The undeserved mercy of God is found in the 
bloody sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. God charged the sins of the world to Jesus, taking our debt, and at the 

                                                            
1 The Scripture uses other terms for God’s grace including, love (John 3:16), kindness (Titus 3:4), mercy (Titus 3:5), etc. In such 
cases, the Bible is not really describing different things, but is using words with distinct nuances to present to us as full of a picture as 
possible of God’s grace towards us in Jesus. 
2 This grace must be kept distinct from the grace that is spoken of in the context of gifts given to believers (e.g. 1 Corinthians 12:4 
where the word is literally “gifts of grace”). These gifts are named after their source, the grace of God in Jesus who gives His Holy 
Spirit to believers, creating a new life in them. While truly “gifts of grace,” these are a result of saving grace, otherwise we would be 
saved by our works contrary to the Bible. (Cf. Eph 2:8-9, as well as the passages listed in the first paragraph of this article.) This 
incorrect mingling of “saving grace” and “gifts of grace” is a basic error of the Roman Church. 
3 Sadly, this is a weakness in the otherwise beautiful hymn “Amazing Grace,” in which Jesus and His work is assumed, but never 
actually mentioned. 



same time credited to us Jesus’ perfect righteousness.4 As that is God’s grace, we must then acknowledge the Biblical 
truth that outside of Jesus there is no grace, but only wrath. “Salvation is found in no one else [than Jesus], for there is no 
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12; cf. John 3:18).         
 
III.  Conclusion 

We have seen that God’s grace in Christ is necessary to save us, since we are unable to do so on our own. But what is 
the connection between God’s saving grace and the means of grace? Before we can answer that we must talk about one 
more topic, faith. So next month we will look at faith and why it’s necessary. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Nerud 
 

A LOOK at the LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS: 
The Catechisms of Dr. Martin Luther, Theology 

As previously mentioned, there was a catechetical tradition of sorts which Martin Luther inherited. But, 
while building on existing catechetical customs, he also freely departed from them when necessary. So first, he 
removed the clutter of medieval additions (cardinal virtues, prayers to saints, etc.), eliminating that which was 
false or misleading, thereby returning to the pure teachings of Scripture alone. It also had the added benefit of 
making the catechism smaller and more usable as a book of instruction.5  

Second, Luther rearranged the order of the materials in the catechism so that the Gospel of Christ was not 
just another topic, but is central. In the medieval curriculum, the basic order was the Creed (faith), Lord’s 
Prayer (hope), and Ten Commandments (love). While such an order is not inherently wrong, note how it does 
fit well into the Roman Church’s error that faith alone does not justify, but it must be “formed” by love, making 
justification a process throughout one’s life, hence the Commandments follow the Creed.6 

Of course, the Lutheran Church does not deny that Christians are to live a new life. It declares such to be 
necessary since Holy Scripture itself does that. But it is one thing to say that a new life holiness and good works 
is necessary (it is), but it is quite another to say that such a new life justifies, whether in whole or in part, the 
sinner before God (it does not and it cannot). Therefore, with the light of the Gospel once again restored, Luther 
adjusted the order of the catechism to better reflect Biblical truths.    

The theology of the catechisms can be seen from this ordering. The first section is generally referred to as 
the Six Chief Parts. It begins with the Ten Commandments (Law) by which we are shown our miserable 
condition and convicted of both our sins and our inherent sinfulness so that we are brought to a godly sorrow 
and repentance.7 This prepares our heart to receive Christ by faith, believing in the one true God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, learning what He has done, still does, and will finally do for our earthly life and, especially, our 
eternal salvation. Here we learn that Christ has done it all for us, a gift that is given by the Holy Spirit through 
the Gospel and received by His gift of faith. 

After bringing us to faith through the Gospel, the Holy Spirit then does create in us a new life. The Lord’s 
Prayer is reflective of that reality as we pray that we might live as God’s children, humbly receiving from Him 
all we need and live in faith a holy life unto our final breath. The Catechism then continues with Holy Baptism 
where our new life in Christ began as we were given birth by water and the Spirit, sealed as God’s own 
children. This baptismal life is then sustained and strengthened by Confession and Absolution, where we are 
restored to our heavenly Father after we fall or go astray due to sin, as well as by the Lord’s Supper, where 
forgiveness is given and, so assured, our conscience can be at peace once again, finally allowing us to depart in 
peace. 

                                                            
4 Our receiving Jesus’ righteousness is taught in such texts as 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Galatians 3:27. 
5 When thinking of size, remember that the many questions and answers in our Small Catechism are not actually a part of the 
catechism that Luther wrote, but are an added “Explanation.” Such are helpful and have a long tradition in Lutheranism, but they are 
not part of Luther’s Small Catechism. 
6 The Roman Church includes sanctification in justification, denying its forensic (judicial) nature and thus destroying the Biblical truth 
that we are justified by faith without works of the law (e.g. Romans 3:28). Sadly, this takes away from Christ’s glory by giving 
mankind a responsibility in our salvation even as it takes away our certain confidence since our salvation rests not only on Christ’s 
work, but also on our new life (“Am I good enough? Have I done enough?” etc.). 
7 2 Corinthians 7:10. 



As our new life in the Spirit is lived out in this life, in our body, the Small Catechism continues with 
sections two and three.8 In section two, Daily Prayers, Luther gives some simple prayers for the morning and 
evening as well as before and after meals, along with some additional suggestions for devotional meditation. In 
section three, Table of Duties, we see the Third Use of the Law (a guide for our Christian life) as he takes 
various passages of Scripture and applies them to differing vocations: pastors/laity, government/citizens, 
husband/wives, parents/children, workers/employers, youth, widows, with a concluding summary “to 
Everyone.”910 

Dr. Luther wrote his catechisms primarily to summarize the Christian faith for the lay members of the 
church. They were considered to be such an invaluable exposition of it that they were accepted as an official 
confession of the Lutheran Church, being included in the Book of Concord of 1580. As is stated in a later 
confessional document, 

Such matters [of religion] also concern the laity and the salvation of their souls. Therefore, we also 
confess Dr. Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms as they are included in Luther’s works. They are 
“the layman’s Bible” because everything necessary for a Christian to know for salvation is included in 
them, which is handled more extensively in the Holy Scriptures.11 

Reading this, I would like to challenge the thinking that we encounter amongst our fellow Lutherans, and 
may well have within ourselves: 1) that the Large Catechism is “the pastor’s catechism,” and so need not be 
looked at by a layperson, and 2) the Small Catechism is “the kids’ catechism,” “the confirmation text book,” 
and so need not be cracked open after one is confirmed. It is helpful to hear Luther’s response to those who felt 
they had no need to study the catechism or had outgrown it: 

I am also a doctor and preacher; yes, as learned and experienced as all the people who have such 
assumptions and contentment…Yet I cannot master the catechism as I wish. But I must remain a child 
and pupil of the catechism, and am glad to remain so.12  

If the catechisms’ author thought that way, should we be any different? Even more, Luther wrote the 
catechisms, but the truth within them is God’s Word, which we can never know well enough, must less 
outgrow! God grant us to gladly see the catechisms this way and so delight in continuing to study them and use 
them as a devotional help. 

 
APOLOGETICS ARTICLE: DNA DETECED in DUCKBILLED DINO13 

“I couldn’t believe it, my heart almost stopped beating.” This was one of the research team’s reactions when they found 
evidence of proteins, chromosomes, and chemical markers of dinosaur DNA in the remains of a duckbilled dinosaur 
(Hypacrosaurus stebingeri).a 

Dozens of disarticulated baby dinosaurs were discovered in the 1980s at Two Medicine Formation in northern Montana. 
A recent detailed examination of one of the skulls led the team to identify cartilage cells, with internal structures 
resembling nuclei and chromosomes.  
The team applied to the cells two chemical stains that each react to DNA. These were DAPI (shown in blue) and PI, 
which unlike DAPI only does so in dead cells (shown in red). 
The results shown mean that double-stranded DNA with a minimum length of six base pairs (BP) is present in these 
cells.14 The paper concluded, “The identification of chemical markers of DNA in Hypacrosaurus suggest[s] it may 
preserve much longer than originally proposed.”  

                                                            
8 These sections, as well as section four, are not directly present in the Large Catechism which stops after the Sacrament of the Altar, 
though these are still somewhat addressed due to the greater detail.  
9 Luther’s closing couplet after the Table of Duties is one that we should take to heart, “Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the 
household well shall fare.” This is true of the family household, the state household, and the church, which is the household of God. 
10 Section four, Christian Questions with Their Answers, doesn’t seem to fit into the theological “ordering” as neatly as the first three. 
Historically, though credited to Luther (which may well be true), these questions were first published in 1549 and first appeared in an 
edition of the Small Catechism in 1551 (Luther died in 1546). Thus, while the section is very helpful in its helping a person to prepare 
to receive the Lord’s Supper to their blessing, it was not originally a part of Luther’s blueprint and so it makes sense that its placement 
lacks the solid connection to previous materials as we note in the rest of the Small Catechism.  
11 Formula of Concord, Epitome, The Summary Content, Rule, and Norm, 5. Concordia The Lutheran Confessions 2nd Edition, Paul 
McCain, Ed., CPH, 2005, 2006. 
12 Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, 2nd Ed., Paul McCain, Ed. CPH, 2006, p. 353, ¶7,8. 
13 By Philip Robinson; https://creation.com/dna-duckbilled-dinosaur-fossil. This article is from Creation 42(4):15, October 2020. 
Related articles can also be found at the bottom of this online article. 



Of course, not everyone is happy with this find.b The dinosaur is ‘dated’ at 75 million years old, but precise calculations 
based on the laws of science demand that DNA should be totally disintegrated long before that. 
One paper calculated that DNA should be totally fragmented to one BP in about 6.8 million years even if frozen to –5°C. 
This is less than a tenth of the claimed age of the dino fossil. But at 15°C and 10,000 years, the average length of DNA 
would be about 13 BP.c 
The Bible is clear that these dinosaur remains cannot be millions of years old. They were likely buried in sediment as a 
result of the global Noahic Flood around 4,500 years ago. The calculated figures from real chemistry are clearly consistent 
with this—and totally inconsistent with millions of years. 
References and notes 

a. Bailleul, A.M. and 5 others, Evidence of proteins, chromosomes, and chemical markers of DNA in exceptionally preserved 
dinosaur cartilage, National Science Review 7(4):815–822, Apr 2020. 
b. Dvorsky, G., Paleontologists are sceptical about baby dinosaur cells supposedly found in fossil, gizmodo.com, 3 Feb 2020. 
c. Allentoft, M.E. and 13 others, The half-life of DNA in bone: measuring decay kinetics in 158 dated fossils, Proc. Royal Society 
B 279(1748):4724–4733, 7 Dec 2012; Table 1. See also creation.com/dino-dna.  

 
SOME THOUGHTS on DEALING WITH the TRYING TIMES 

The times that we are in with the pandemic are certainly difficult. Beyond the obvious dangers of the virus itself, there 
is the economic and social impacts, and, some worse than others, the isolation that we are experiencing. How can we as 
Christians deal with this? 

Before I start giving some ideas, I hope we recognize that there simply is no “12-Step Plan” for eliminating 
depression and loneliness. Clearly, if there was no one would suffer from these! They are a part of this fallen world and, 
more, Christians are not exempt from them. However, the Lord has not left us as orphans (John 14:18), but in His grace 
has provided means for us to endure times such as these and even grow from them. So let’s consider some points that we 
may battle as believers. 

1. Give yourself a break. Don’t think that “real” Christians would not be affected by these times and troubles and, 
consequently, you must be a poor Christian because you are. God created rocks and He created people. Clearly, 
we are not the same so we don’t need to be as emotional as a boulder. On the contrary, the Scripture is full of 
God’s people expressing their sorrow (e.g. the many psalms of laments). The apostle Paul calls us to “weep with 
those who weep,” and the context is fellow believers (Romans 12:15). Our dear Lord, being a true man, did this 
very thing when the sorrow that surrounded Him at Lazarus’s tomb caused Him to weep (John 11:35). Think 
about it, what is the value of God’s promise that He will finally wipe away all our tears if we actually do not shed 
any, or are not to supposed to?!15 Our emotions are a part of us, created by God and are included in His descriptor 
of “very good.” So their response to the sorrows which sin’s corruption have brought into the creation are actually 
quite proper. 
 

2. Take some positive actions. Don’t let your feelings take control by becoming overwhelmingly negative, for then 
the devil will work to create doubt of God’s grace.  

a. Remember God’s promises to you in His Word. Consider just these few: 
 
“Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.” (Isaiah 49:15) God promises that He will never forget 
you, for you are His precious child through Holy Baptism!  
 
“Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” (Psalm 50:15) While, 
in faith, we leave the timing and form of the deliverance to God, there is no doubt that deliver you He 
will! 
 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. (Isaiah 
43:2) God does not say that He will stop you from facing troubles, but He does promise that He will not 
let them overwhelm you! 
 
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good. (Romans 8:28) This is no 
platitude, but a promise specifically to believers; a promise that God will use even the evil that you’re 
facing for your good. Suffering is painful, but it is not purposeless!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
14 The pictures cell stains can be viewed at the online article (footnote 1 above). 
15 Revelation 7:17; 21:4. 



“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) God will never, NEVER, abandon you. So you 
are never alone, and never on your own! 
 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us. (Romans 8:18) Is there suffering in this life. Yes. But it doesn’t hold a candle to a 
supernova in comparison to the glories that will be yours in the new creation! 
 
Based upon these, and all the promises of God to us for this life and the next, we begin to realize that our 
reasons for joy are far weightier than for sadness. We may not feel that at a given moment, but our faith 
hears the promises and holds onto them, even despite our feelings when necessary. After all, faith and 
feelings are not synonymous. We may not feel God’s grace, but His grace is still there, as unchanging and 
certain as the God who is its source! 
 

b. Keep yourself busy. Idle hands are the devil’s workshop not only for getting into trouble, but also since 
our minds are not idle at such times, but are too easily focusing on the negatives which then leads to a 
slide into deeper sorrow. 
 
Keep your mind and soul busy by being in the Word and prayer. Attend worship services or at least listen 
to them online. While the benefits of hearing and reading God’s Word are manifold, in this case consider 
how God’s promises will be put before you once again and so help you to remember them. So also, as 
God’s Word and Spirit are going in, the devil and his attacks, including excessive sorrow, will be on the 
retreat. Receive the Lord’s Supper as the certain pledge of God’s love and promises “for you” in worship 
if possible, otherwise by setting up a time with me. Listen to solid Lutheran programming, such as Issues, 
Etc. which increases both faith and knowledge.16 And then in response to God’s Word to you, pour out 
your heart to Him in prayer, placing your sorrows and needs before Him. He is your dear Father, you are 
His dear child; He hears and He answers. Faith then lets Him answer as He knows to be best. 
 
Keep your body busy, in works of service and enjoying God’s blessings. If you are down, know that 
others are as well. Call people, check on them. Pray for them and with them. This holy work is well-
pleasing to God and, in His wisdom and love, you will likely find yourself being comforted at the same 
time. So also, even in the midst of the pandemic and other evils, we recall the many blessings that He still 
provides. Enjoy family as much as you can, even if that means by phone. Resume some contacts with 
family and old friends. Enjoy the outdoors, a good book, a hobby, exercising, getting some projects done, 
or whatever. Give the devil less time to work on you because you are spending more time rejoicing in the 
good things God is still giving right here and now. 
 
Also, there are some things to avoid. Keeping up with current events is generally good, but focusing on 
the news too heavily usually increases anxiety and depression. After all, negative news gives better 
ratings so it dominates. In addition, far too much of modern programming is little more than pushing open 
sin now days. That is never beneficial for a believer on any level.  
 

c. When feeling hard pressed, seek help. It can be hard, especially when feeling down, but pray for strength 
and then lift up that phone and call or text, or whatever. At such times, contacting your pastor or fellow 
believer is quite valuable, for such sadness affects the soul as well, even as the comfort will help the 
whole person. As I mentioned in the beginning, there is no quick-fix (believe me, every pastor, doctor, 
therapist, parent, etc. wishes there was!). But God does bring support, comfort, and help now to keep us 
going until the full healing of heaven comes. 
 

d. Everything that I have said so far is applicable to everyone. But it is important to realize that for some the 
pain and sorrow becomes unbearable. Clinical depression is a true illness that affects mind and soul, and 
through them, the body as well. If you are feeling like that, seek mental health medical help. They too are 
God’s hands working to help you and can help bring relief. But just as we should never think that a “real” 
Christian would not need such help, we must equally remember that such help does not replace the need 
for God’s Word and Sacrament. Rightly see the medical help as the additional gift, help for this life, even 
as you recognize God’s Word as the foundational gift, where the Holy Spirit brings help for this life, but 
more, the gift of life everlasting which only comes through the Gospel.  

                                                            
16 https://issuesetc.org 



No doubt more could be said, but this is enough for now. I pray God’s blessings upon it and upon you, trusting that 
God will use this to help you, His precious blood-bought sheep, His dearest children. To Him be glory forever. Amen!  

                             Pastor Nerud 
 

THANK YOU 
Thank you!!! I received an anonymous gift towards my student loans at the anniversary of my 

ordination. It is sincerely appreciated and was included as an “extra boost” on my last regular payment. As 
student debt is a black cloud over the head of any who have incurred it, such a gift certainly allowed a “bright 
ray of sunshine” to pass through! Again, thank you for such a generous gift; it is reflective of a Christian heart 
filled with love and concern. I thank the Lord for the gift, a part of His provision of daily bread, and even more, 
for the believer who has given it, through whom He is working!                                                        Pastor Nerud 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

We are now worshiping together on Sunday mornings. It is a blessing to be back together as a family. All Sunday 
services continue to be streamed Live on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/) during the regular 
service time of 10 am each Sunday morning. These streamed services will also be posted on our church website 
(churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org) the day following each service.  

 
OFFICE 

 Please call the office or Pastor if you desire private communion during this time. 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 The Council will be meeting Tuesday, September 11 at 6:30 pm. Boards are asked to have their proposed 2021 
budgets to Terri by Sept. 1. These proposals will be reviewed at the meeting. 
 

RESUMING MEETINGS 
 We are slowing beginning to resume meeting together, with social distancing in place. Here is a listing of events 
taking place this month: Thursday, September 3 - Elders 6 pm, Tuesday, September 8 – LWML 1 pm & Council 6:30 pm, 
Sunday, September 13 - Sunday school/Adult Bible study will begin @ 8:45 am, Thursday, September 17 - Bible Study 
1:30 pm, and Tuesday, September 22 –Sunday school teachers meeting 6:30 pm. We look forward to reconnecting in the 
work of St. John’s ministry and study of God’s Word. 
  

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
4 Lisa Peterson  
5 Lincoln Mosher 
7 Dennis Langdon 
7 Madison Winchell 
9 Barrett Hock 
9 Lillian Hock 
10 Jill Wickwire 
11 Keir Blank 

13 Janelle Gibson 
14 Sheila Magerkurth 
15 Memphis Ague 
15 Barbara Miller 
16 Cheryl Loenser 
18 Jason Dahl 
21 Preston Smith 
23 Rollin Miller 

24 Lauren Curry 
25 Gary Post 
28 Kate Langdon 
28 Stephanie Mosher 
29 Luke Davila 
29 Jaelyn Lambin 
 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  5 Bob/Sherry Wechsler (1993) - 27 yrs 
  5 Wayne/Denise Winchell (1992) - 28 yrs 
  6 Dan/Carolyn Werner (1969) - 51 yrs 
  7 Kevin/Stacie Rahn (2002) – 18 yrs 
10 Kevin/Kathy Remick (2011) - 9 yrs 

16 Larry/Terri Hock (1973) - 47 yrs 
24 Scott/Laurie Rahn (2016) – 4 yrs 
26 Jim/Joan Stonehouse (2014) – 6 yrs 
28 Duane/Barb Miller (1982) - 38 yrs 
30 Paul/Theresa Mosher (1978) - 42 yrs

 
 



SEPTEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
5 Elizabeth Neumann 
5 Kindra Thompson 
5 John Wickwire 
5 Jared Wright 
7 Darla Johns 
8 Brianna Rodgers 
8 Matthew Werling 
9 Norma Daniels 
9 Betty Firch 
9 Barrett Hock 
9 Lillian Hock 

9 Christian Loenser 
9 Dominick O'Neil 
10 Brittany Loenser 
11 Heidi Freeman 
11 Sharilyn Iliff 
13 Graysen Carlson 
14 Richard DeWulf 
18 Joel Goetz 
18 John Neumann 
19 Lynne Johnson 
20 Dawn Daebelliehn 

20 Linda Pinegar 
24 Mandolyn Davila 
25 Griffin Marckese 
27 Kristy Rodgers 
28 Lisa Bear 
28 Sheila Magerkurth 
29 Jamie Lambin 
30 Joel Werling 
31 Rodney Miller 
 

 
 

             LWML NEWS 
 We will finally meet Tuesday, September 11 at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall using social 
distancing. No refreshments will be served but bottled water will be available. We look forward to 
gathering together once again and continue the mission work we have been called to do. 

 
LWML ROCK ISLAND ZONE FALL RALLY 

All women are invited to the Rock Island Zone Fall Rally being held at Concordia Lutheran Church in Geneseo 
on Tuesday, September 22. Registration begins at 8:30 am with the meeting following at 9:00. Rev. Bill Jensen, campus 
pastor at ISU in Normal, is the speaker. There will be an ingathering for the campus students. Individually wrapped 
items to donate are: Pop Tarts, oatmeal cups, macaroni and cheese cups, cookies, soups, chili, chips, fruit snacks; cans of 
soup, spaghetti, or chili. Items may be left in the basket under the table beside the coat closet until September 20 or 
brought to the rally. 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

 “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).                          
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a 

family (husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of 
society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His 
family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these 
callings from God places a duty on us. 

As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, 
the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church does to 
Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the Keys, 
and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even when their parents are no 
longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well of them. 

As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil (those 
who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s 
will). Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s 
temporal justice for a purpose. 

As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in faithfulness to His 
holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, 
and exhort them to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full 
forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer the 
means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the young and old alike, for those 
who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are 
support them by their prayers and their gifts.  

Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on our prayers; and our 
time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your 
family, your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to 
your family, your government, and your Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. 
That is what it means to do it with all your might. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We are planning to start classes back up Sept. 13 at our regular time of 8:45. You should have 

received a letter with your class teacher's name and regulations of meeting.  We are asking children to 
wear masks and we will have seating spaced out for social distancing.  If you have any questions or 
concerns please contact Sandy Rahn 936-1152. 

Thank you to all who did the online Vacation Bible School this year.  It was different doing it 
this way, but I hope you enjoyed it.  If you have any collection money to turn in use the envelop that 
was in your backpack and give it to either Sandy or drop in offering plate.  Please mark the envelop VBS Offering.  I 
would like to have those back no later than Sept. 20. 
  

YOUTH 
As we begin coming back together, we strive to keep the safety of everyone foremost in our minds. 
We look forward to that time we can study and fellowship as a youth group once again. Until then, we 
invite all high school age youth to join with the Adult Bible class meeting in the Fellowship Hall 
during Sunday school hour. We will begin meeting September 13th at 8:45 am.  
 
We would encourage you to connect with other youth of St. John’s through text, phone calls, or other 

social media. Reaching out to another maybe just what they need. 
 
 Watch for future contact from Sandy or Heidi regarding when the youth will officially get back together. In the 
meantime, stay in God’s Word through your own private devotion and prayer. 
   

EVANGELISM 
Matthew 21:23-27: God’s Word brings together two concepts that you don’t see very often: stars and humility. 

Christians are to shine like the stars in this crooked and twisted world, and to do it with the humility of Christ. Now there 
is a tall order. How is it done? One needy soul at a time. Christ is working through you for that “tall” purpose. He is 
working out salvation: the liberation of pain, struggle, challenge, emotional hurt, guilt, and shame through the forgiveness 
of sin, the loving of one another, the putting of others first, and He is doing it through you to others. You are that bright 
shining star giving glory to God in the humility of day to day living for Christ. Your life has significance, right where you 
are. You are the answer to someone’s prayer with your Christ-like heart, words, and actions in the vineyard where you 
radiate with God’s glory. Source: LCMS.ORG 

 
ADOPTED SEMINARY STUDENT 

 Another school year has begun here and at our seminaries. We will again support Andrew Hill as he begins his 
second year at Fort Wayne Seminary. You may recall Andrew and his wife Sarah have two sons, John and Daniel. They 
current address is: 6600 North Clinton Street Box 260, Fort Wayne IN 46825. I talked with Andrew this past week. He is 
excited to begin this next year of studies which will begin after Labor Day. He will be sending an information letter soon. 
 Pray often and consistently for Andrew, his family and all students and professors in our seminaries. May God 
grant them all they need to prepare for the ministry God has planned for them. 

 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

 Joyce DeFauw – 920 S. Chicago St. #14, Geneseo IL 61254 
 Elizabeth (Hock) Appling – 200 Wigwam Hollow Road Apt 301, Macomb IL 61455 
 Lee Johnson – Transferred to the Church Triumphant, his eternal home. 
  

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 
families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them 
whenever possible. We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a 
special prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors.  

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 
 



COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
During the month of September, we ask you remember our Janitor/Landscaper (Sherry Wechsler), Organist (John 

Neumann), and Videographer (Joel Werling). These people give many hours to the care and ministry of St. John’s. We are 
so blessed to have their willing service. God’s blessings on them. 
  
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 

and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 

Jim Rahn 
Bob Esterlein 
Lynne Johnson 
John Erdman 

Carolyn Wildermuth 
Lillian Hock 
Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch             

Marilyn Woods 
Paula Chapa 
Luke Davila 

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke)   

Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

CAMP CILCA NEWS 
Due to COVID, the annual Camp CILCA Auction Fundraiser, usually held on the same day as the Chicken Fry, 

will be conducted a little differently this year.  It will be online on FACEBOOK ONLY!  You do not need to be a 
Facebook user to participate in the Auction.  The list of items available at the Auction will be posted by August 17.  Along 
with that list will be instructions as to how to bid, etc. The ending date for bidding will be announced soon.  Visit Camp 
CILCA (www.cilca.org), Events/Retreats, Auction Items.  Keep checking the list of Auction items (new gifts will 
continue being added) and keep bidding! 

Camp CILCA’s Chicken Dinner, Sun Sept 6, 2020, 11:30am - 2:00pm.  



Meals are $10 each and include a 1/2 roasted chicken, green beans, mashed potatoes, rolls, desserts, and drinks. 
Meals must be ordered in advance by September 1. You can call the camp office (217-487-7497) or order online 
at https://nelsonscatering.com/camp-cilca/ 
In Christ, 
Joshua W Theilen 
Director, Camp CILCA 
Theilenjoshua@gmail.com 

 
INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE RETREAT 

What is the Spiritual Conversation Curve? What is my EAGER Profile? You are invited to join us for the Virtual 
Spiritual Conversation Workshops hosted by Central Illinois LLL District at their Fall Retreat at Camp CILCA, 4124 
Camp CILCA Rd., Cantrell, IL on Saturday, September 12, 2020 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Due to COVID-19 
Guidelines, Rev. Peter Kirby, LHM Regional Director, Eastern Europe and Jamaica will lead the virtual workshop. You 
can attend the retreat either in person at Camp CILCA or via Zoom on your computer. The CID LLL encourages 
congregations to sponsor a virtual session at their church building for members who lack Zoom capability. For those 
meeting at the Camp all guidelines will be followed for social distancing and face masks to still allow for group 
interaction. The workshop link and materials will be provided to you prior to the event.  

Rev. Kirby will also provide a review of the newest LHM Resources through the Households of Faith Kit that is 
now available for churches, groups, schools, and families to use in personal ministry and outreach efforts. In addition to 
International Ministry Center Update in Eastern Europe and Jamaica. 

Register today – Registration fee is $15 per person if attending the retreat in person at Camp CILCA/$5 per 
person for those participating via Zoom/students (including college) are free. Please register and send registration fee, if 
applicable to: Deloris Blessman, 2404 CR 1850N, Topeka, IL 61567. For more information contact Deloris via phone: 
(309)361-1461; or email: delorisblessman@yahoo.com 

 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 
  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 
  

                     LISTEN TO: 
Music of the Church, Morning Chapel, and Issues, Etc. 
       Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 
               LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 
 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 ELDER 

Mike Dahl 
1 
 

2 3 
Elders 6  pm 
 

4 5 

6 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

7  Office closed 
 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

8 
LWML 1 pm 
Council 6:30 pm 

9 10 
 

11 12 

13 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

14 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

15 16 17 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 
 

18 19 

20 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

21 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

22 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

23 24 
 

25 26 

27 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

28 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

29 30    
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                        WORSHIP SERVICES 10 am 
                       

Communion -1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays each month 
                     

Live Streaming each week 
 

 


