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March 3, 2021                                                Lent 2 Midweek 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Evening Prayer, from Hymnal Supplement 98 
(CPH, 1998) 

Service of Light 
P Now is the time of God’s favor; 

 C     now is the day of salvation. 
P Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

 C     that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
P May Your justice shine like the sun; 

 C     and may the poor be lifted up. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C     It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who 
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole crea-
tion and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

 C     Amen. 
 

Psalm 5 
1Give ear to my words, O L ; 
 consider my groaning. 
2Give attention to the sound of my cry, 
 my King and my God, 
 for to you do I pray. 
 

3O L , in the morning you hear my voice; 
 in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
4For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; 
 evil may not dwell with you. 
 
5The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; 
 you hate all evildoers. 
6You destroy those who speak lies; 
 the L  abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
7But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, 
 will enter your house. 



I will bow down toward your holy temple 
 in the fear of you. 
8Lead me, O L , in your righteousness 
 because of my enemies; 
 make your way straight before me. 
 
9For there is no truth in their mouth; 
 their inmost self is destruction; 
their throat is an open grave; 
 they flatter with their tongue. 
10Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
 let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them   
   out, for they have rebelled against you. 
 
11But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; 
 let them ever sing for joy, 
and spread your protection over them, 
 that those who love your name may exult in you. 
12For you bless the righteous, O L ; 
 you cover him with favor as with a shield.  

  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

Canticle Hymn: 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image  
 

 
 
 
 

Readings 
First Reading                         Revelation 2:12-17 
 

12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of 
him who has the sharp two-edged sword.  

13 “ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold 
fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas 
my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before 
the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and prac-
tice sexual immorality. 15 So also you have some who hold the teaching 
of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and 
war against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I 
will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, 
with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one 
who receives it.’ 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 II. Gethsemane  
 

     When they had sung a hymn, he went out, as was his custom, to the 
Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “You will all be offended because of me this night; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.” 
 

     Peter answered and said to him, “Even if all the others deny you, I 
will never deny you.” 
     Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you this night, before the cock 
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 
     But Peter said more vehemently, “If I have to die with you, I will nev-
er deny you.” And all the others said likewise. 
 

     They went over the brook Kidron and came to a place which was 
called Gethsemane. There was a garden there, and he went into it with his 
disciples. Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, for Jesus often met 
there with his disciples. And when he was at the place, he said to them, 
“Sit down here, while I go on ahead and pray. Pray that you do not enter 
into temptation.” 
 

     He took with him Peter and James and John and began to be full of 
sorrow and turmoil. Then he said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sor-
rowful, even to death. Wait here, and watch with me.” He went on a little 



 from them, about a stone’s throw. He fell on his face and prayed that, if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, all 
things are possible to you. Take this cup from me; nevertheless, not what 
I will, but what you will.” 
 

     An angel appeared to him from heaven, strengthening him; and he 
prayed, saying, “O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” In agony, he prayed more 
earnestly, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; neverthe-
less, not my will, but yours be done.” His sweat fell on the ground like 
great drops of blood. 
 

     When he got up from prayer, he came to his disciples and found them 
sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch 
with me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 

     He went away again the second time and prayed, saying, “O my Fa-
ther, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, your will 
be done.” When he returned, he found them asleep again; for their eyes 
were heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. He left them, 
and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 
 

     Then he came to his disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour is come; behold, the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. Look, 
the one who betrays me is here.” 
 

     Even while he was saying this, Judas, one of the Twelve, came with a 
detachment and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees. They came 
to the place with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, 
knowing all things that would come upon him, went out to them and 
said, “Whom do you seek?” 
     They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
     Jesus said to them, “I am he.” 
 

     Judas, who betrayed him, had taken his stand with them. When Jesus 
said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. Again he 
asked them, “Whom do you seek?” 
     They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
     Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If I am the one you seek, then 
let these others go.” This was to fulfill the word he had spoken, “Of 
those you gave me I have lost none.” 
 

     Now he that was betraying Jesus had given them a sign, saying, “The 
one whom I shall kiss, that is he; seize him and be sure to take him away 
securely.” He went straight up to Jesus and said, “Hail, Master,” and 
kissed him. 

     Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come? Judas, do you betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
 

     They came then and laid their hands on Jesus and took him. When 
those who were about him saw what would happen, they said to him, 
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” Then Simon Peter, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. 
The servant’s name was Malchus. 
 

     Jesus answered, “No more of that.” And he touched his ear and healed 
him. Then Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath. All they 
that take the sword shall perish with the sword. Do you imagine that I can-
not now pray to my Father, and he will send me more than twelve legions 
of angels? But how then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled that it must be so? 
The cup which my Father has given me, shall I not drink of it?” 
 

     Then Jesus said to the chief priests, and the captains of the temple, and 
the elders who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against 
a thief, with swords and clubs to take me? When I was with you day after 
day teaching in the temple, you did not lay your hands on me; but this is 
your hour and the hour of the power of darkness. All this has happened 
that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disci-
ples forsook him and fled. 
 

     There was a certain young man who followed along. He had only a lin-
en cloth about his naked body. They laid hold on him, but he slipped out 
of the linen cloth and fled away naked. 
 

     Then the detachment and its captain and the officers of the Jews seized 
Jesus, and bound him, and led him away to Annas first; for he was the fa-
ther-in-law of Caiaphas, who was the high priest that year. Now Caiaphas 
was the one who gave counsel to the Jews that it would be expedient that 
one man should die for the people.  
 

P In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by 
the prophets. 

C But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Litany 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 
       P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  
                  Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 



 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and 

for all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For our public servants, for the government and those who 
protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and pro-

tection in this and every place let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 
people here present who await from the Lord great and abun-
dant mercy let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
need let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ 

let us give thanks to the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
 Silence for meditation 
 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 
Lord. 

 C     To You, O Lord. 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments; and also that we, being defended 
from our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

 C     Amen. 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
  in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
  us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
  against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 
 

Office Hymn: 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
   

Sermon 
 Text: Revelation 2:12-17 
 Title: “To the Church in Pergamum (and to Us) ” 
 



Prayer  

P Blessed Redeemer Jesus Christ, we know that the trials, the 
sufferings, the humiliation, and the bitter agony and death 
which You endured were all for us. You consented to carry 
our burden of sins in Your own body and to feel the terrible 
weight of their guilt upon Your conscience; yes, You even 
consented to sacrifice Yourself for our sins to make amends 
with God in our behalf. Our hearts are saddened when we 
think upon our many sins; but they are filled with rejoicing 
when we think upon Your cross, knowing that it is the altar 
upon which You secured our redemption. How greatly we are 
blessed! For though we have sinned against God in countless 
ways and times without number, yet Your suffering and death 
have opened to us the door to eternal life. How loving a 
Shepherd You are to give Your life for the sheep! Yes, for 
lost and straying sheep like us! 

 Precious Savior, give us grace always to remember in true 
faith and with contrite hearts what You in love have done for 
us. Give us also a willingness and strength to follow You on 
faith’s journey, even through heartbreak and suffering, yes, 
through death itself, to eternal joy. Be with us in every   
temptation, helping us to overcome, so that we may glorify 
You with a godly life and a steadfast faith. Keep us at all 
times from false security, and from becoming careless and 
indifferent in things spiritual. Help us overcome the weak-
nesses, the fears, and the sinful desires of our flesh. Grant 
that our spirits may ever be filled with watchfulness and 
prayer. Through Your merit and intercession move our Father 
in heaven to give us all those things which we need. We bless 
Your precious name.   

 C   Amen. 
P Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of 

which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 
through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is 
leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

 C   Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

 C   Amen. 

Hymn to Depart: 878 Abide with Me 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

 
6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
Silent Prayer 
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2nd Lenten Midweek Service 
March 3, 2021 
Revelation 2:12-17 
 

“To the Church in Pergamum (and to Us)” 
 
The words of the One who has the sharp two-edged sword, even the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Pergamum was about fifty miles north of Smyrna and was a real “pagan central.” The imperial 
cult was first introduced into the province of Asia here at Pergamum in 29 B.C. when a temple 
was built to the divine Augustus and the goddess Roma (Rome!). Accordingly, emperor worship 
was both established and encouraged. There was a shrine to Dionysus, Athena was the city’s 
patron goddess, and a great throne-like altar to Zeus was built on a hill, dominating the city. A 
school of medicine brought people from around the empire hoping to receive cures, a school 
connected to Asclepius, the god of healing. No wonder the Lord describes Pergamum as where 
Satan’s throne is, the place where Satan dwells, as he sure was active there! 
 
As always, Christians were under pressure to conform to the rest of society. But the fact that this 
pressure was not always subtle is made obvious by the fact that one of their members, Antipas, 
was martyred for his refusal to give up his faith in Jesus by compromising the Gospel with sin. 
And Jesus commends not only him, but all the members of the church at Pergamum who, during 
these trials, encouraged by faithful Antipas’ example, also held fast to Jesus’ name, that is, what 
He has revealed of Himself in His Word, what we call the Christian faith.  
 
So the risen and ascended Lord Christ’s declaration that He knows their struggles and sufferings, 
as well as His commendation for remaining faithful in the midst of them, further strengthened 
these believers for the days ahead, as they knew everything was in their Lord’s mighty hands. 
The One who has the great two-edged sword will use it to defend His people from every evil, to 
avenge the injustices they suffer, and to finally give them the victory. 
 
However, the all-knowing Lord of the Church knew a few things they might rather He did not 
know as well. There were some members who were holding to, and spreading “the teaching of 
Balaam.” Balaam was a professional diviner who got paid to determine the will of the gods, 
something especially important to know if you were planning a war.i Thus it was around 1407 
BC that the Moabite king, Balak, hired Balaam to curse the Israelites as they approached the 
Promised Land so that he could go to war against them, and he was willing to pay quite well in 
both honor and material goods. When Balaam checked it out, God actually spoke to him, and all 
He would allow Balaam to do was bless Israel. Needless to say, this made Balak rather angry and 
so, not surprisingly, he withheld the honor and money from Balaam. 
 
Balaam recognized the power of the true God and His loyalty to His chosen people. This should 
have induced him to give up his pagan ways and join with the Israelites. But he wanted more. He 
tried to make God happy by “obediently” blessing the Israelites, even while he tried to come up 
with a way to make Balak happy too. So what he couldn’t do through his sorceries he did 
through sinful temptations. He advised Balak to send the Moabite women amongst the people to 
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seduce the men into sexual immorality and idolatry, thereby mixing the true faith with false 
religion. A plan which sadly worked too well, leading to the death of many Israelites. 
 
About 1,500 years later, this same general temptation was coming to the Christians in 
Pergamum, and from within the congregation at that. These were the ones who followed the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans, the form that the teaching of Balaam had taken in the 1st century 
A.D. Like Balaam’s deceit, these false teachers did not teach people to outright deny Christ, but 
simply to “enjoy” their Christian freedom. Their advice included ideas like this, “What does it 
matter if you eat food sacrificed to the idols since we know the idols are not real?”ii And, “It 
doesn’t really matter whether you have sexual relations outside of marriage, Christianity is 
spiritual, concerned with the soul, not the body. Besides, Jesus forgives you all your sins no 
matter what.” And, “God doesn’t care about little compromises here and there; He’s got bigger 
things to worry about. Go ahead and get what you can out of life.”   
 
No doubt these sounded good, but the Son of God did not agree with such sentiments, whether in 
the time of the original Balaam, or in the days of the Pergamum church. The One who has the 
great two-edged sword will come to make war upon those who hold to such. But not just them, 
but also those who tolerate such false teachings and sinful actions in their midst.  
 
And that truth has not changed since then either. The man Balaam lived over 3,400 years ago, 
but his teaching still lives on. Just like the Nicolaitans in Pergamum who promoted Balaam’s 
religious ideas, so today there are those who live by, and even actively promote Balaam’s 
teachings, the whole time deluding themselves and others into thinking that they are right with 
God. We still hear the voices, including from within the church, that tell us that we can do what 
the Bible condemns and yet still have eternal salvation.   
 
Scripture is clear that the sexually immoral person will not enter heaven.iii Again, God incarnate 
proclaimed that we cannot serve both God and mammon, that is wealth and money.iv Yet all too 
often, like a small child, we plug our ears to His Word and pretend we didn’t hear Him. Parents, 
were you fooled when your children pulled such a stunt? Knowing the answer, we need to ask 
ourselves, “Do we honestly believe we can fool the all-knowing, all-seeing creator of the 
universe? Do we really think that He will not come with His sword to make war on us if we 
participate in sins, or tolerate them in our congregation and our families?” 
 
Jesus said to the Christians in Pergamum, “Repent!” He also says to us today, “Repent!” Repent 
of the many times that we thought we could have it all. For discipleship is not a case of both/and, 
but of either/or. Either we are faithful Christians, who turn from sexual immorality and all other 
sins, who seek first His kingdom and righteousness by eternal things as our treasure, or we are 
unfaithful, trying to serve both God and our desires (our idol). Either our Lord’s two-edged 
sword is defending us from our enemies, especially those who would destroy us eternally, or it is 
poised to strike us down as we become His enemies by following the teaching of Balaam in our 
own lives. 
 
So the question really is, “Which side of the two-edged sword are we on?” Are we being 
defended by it, or threatened with it? The answer is both. Jesus Himself calls His sword, “the 
sword of My mouth,”v that is, His Word. One edge represents God’s Law. This edge threatens us 
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with punishment now and through all eternity for our acts of disobedience, including our 
hypocrisy and the secret sins that only we, and He, know; as Moses wrote, “You have set our 
iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.”vi As long as we live, this edge 
of the sword will be pointed at us, due to our sinful nature, which opposes God, and tries to limit 
His control over our lives. This is the edge that will cut us to pieces, should we stray from 
Christ’s true faith into our false faith that believes adjusting God’s Word or worship, sexual 
immorality, compromising the truth to seek earthly health, wealth, security, or comfort, or any 
other sin is acceptable, or even just tolerable, in even the slightest fashion. 
 
The other edge of the sword represents the Gospel. While it might seem odd that the sweet 
message of eternal salvation won for us by Christ’s holy life and His innocent suffering and 
death is represented as a sword, remember that a sword held by an ally defends from danger. The 
great defender of the Church, the Exalted Lord Jesus Himself, is not about to let Satan or 
anything else take you from Him. Thus the Gospel edge of the sword is the sure promise that 
nothing in all of creation, whether visible or invisible, can separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Lord.vii For the same sword that is cutting down our 
enemies is thereby defending us from all the harm and danger that they would inflict upon us! 
 
Let us learn from the letter to the Christians in Pergamum, so that by God’s grace we give up all 
those things that would lead us to compromise our faith, as that is the path of eternal destruction. 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, let us not tolerate such in our families and also our Christian 
family, our congregation. Let us do such in true fear of God’s righteous wrath against those sins, 
but also, yes, even more, in love for Him who has saved us from that wrath which our sins so 
rightly deserve! Let us do so with confidence that even though Satan’s throne seems mighty, and 
he does have power right now, ultimately this is just another of his lies.  
 
As the giving of the white stone was the judge’s verdict of “not guilty” in the ancient world, so in 
our Baptism our sins have been forgiven and we are declared righteous under God’s judgement 
through faith in Christ Jesus, the white stone given to us, having a new name for us on it, that is, 
the very name which is inscribed in the book of heaven as we enter a new and glorious state of 
existence. We will then eat of the hidden manna which will no longer be hidden. That is, the 
Lord who is the very bread of life,viii is hidden from our eyes now, will no longer be such in 
eternity. Until then, He gives us a foretaste of this heavenly feast as He feeds our faith through 
His body and blood in the Holy Supper. And through the sword of His mouth, His Word of Law 
and Gospel, He fights our enemies, both the sin within us, and Satan and the pagan world around 
us. He protects us by His omnipotence, but even more, He destroys their lies that would harm our 
faith, until the Day of wrath when He destroys them all in the endless fire, the Day when the 
hidden manna and our new name are revealed to us in the light of His visible glorious presence. 
 
May we truly desire this, and so fight the fight now and so conquer in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen! 
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i The account of Balaam is found in Numbers 22 to 24, his death in Numbers 31:8. His advice to Balak is detailed in 
Numbers 31:16. Balaam is mentioned in Deuteronomy 23:4; Joshua 13:22; 24:9-10; Micah 6:5; 2 Peter 2:15; Jude 
11; and here. 
ii Cf. 1 Corinthians 8:4, perhaps something used by this heretical group. However, see also 8:7-13 and 10:14-32. 
iii 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21. 
iv Matthew 6:24. 
v Revelation 2:16; cf. Revelation 1:16. 
vi Psalm 90:8. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
vii Romans 8:31ff. 
viii John  6:35. 


