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The order of worship is based upon the Office of Matins, Lutheran Service Book p. 219. 
 

Stand 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy   
          Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
   Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ. Lamb of our salvation. 

 

Psalmody 
 

P Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm 61 
1Hear my cry, O God, 
 listen to my prayer; 
2from the end of the earth I call to you 
 when my heart is faint. 
 Lead me to the rock 
 that is higher than I, 
3for you have been my refuge, 
 a strong tower against the enemy. 
4Let me dwell in your tent forever! 
 Let me take refuge under the shelter of your wings! 
 
5For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
 you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name. 
6Prolong the life of the king; 
 may his years endure to all generations! 
 
7May he be enthroned forever before God; 
 appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him! 
8So will I ever sing praises to your name, 
 as I perform my vows day after day.  
 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning,  

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

P The Lord has redeemed His people.  
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

 
Office Hymn: 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 

 
 

                   Hymn continues on next page. 



5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 
    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 
Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 
    And hast borne it patiently, 
Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

 

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 
    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 
    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

 
Readings 

Old Testament Reading             Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, on back of bulletin 
 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle                                                         Romans 5:1-11, on back of bulletin  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                             Mark 8:27-38, on back of bulletin  
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory  
P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitia-

tion for our sins. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 

sins of the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin 
is put away. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 
sins of the people. 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitia-
tion for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 
sins of the people. 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie  
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collects  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By 

Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may 
happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that may as-
sault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P O Lord, in these Lenten days set our minds on Your things 



rather than the things of man, that we may deny ourselves, 
take up our crosses and follow Your Son through this life into 
the joys of His resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, You have given Your Church the joy of proclaiming 

the truth that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us so 
that we might be justified by His blood and saved from Your 
wrath over our sins. Grant all pastors the gifts of Your Spirit 
to preach and teach this truth boldly and faithfully, and grant 
us all ears to hear in faith and so confess it in the words and 
deeds of our daily lives. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, keep us from being ashamed of the Son of Man 

when we face persecution for His name in this world, that He 
may not be ashamed of us when He comes in Your glory 
with the angels. Be near to all those who are facing martyr-
dom for Christ and sustain them unto the end, that they may 
be crowned with life before You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, since all kingship belongs to You and You rule over 

the nations, we pray that You would bless Joseph and all 
those who govern us in Your stead, that we may be ruled 
wisely and in accord with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, through Your Holy Spirit pour Your love into the 

hearts of Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, Don, John, 
Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, 
Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Fred, Jodi, Glenn, Mike, 
Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, Drew, Kathleen, 
Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, Karen, and all those who 
suffer in our midst, that their sufferings may produce endur-
ance, endurance character and character a hope that will not 
put them to shame. Grant them health and healing in accord 
with Your perfect will, and sustain them in all their trials. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
P O Lord, as we remember with thanksgiving the multitude of 

nations that rejoice in heaven before You with their father 
Abraham, we pray that You would sustain us in that same 
justifying faith, that as his offspring we may share in the ev-
erlasting covenant You made with him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 

grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God forever.   
C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. De-
fend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your govern-
ance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus  
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
 
                     Hymn to Depart on next page. 

 



 

Hymn to Depart: 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 
 
Silent Prayer 
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      309-949-2516 (Office) 
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 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Brad Gehn 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
   Epistle: Romans 5:1-11  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 
 

WE PRAY: We stagger, almighty God, whose justice demands death for sin—
we stagger at the height and depth of Your love for us sinners, for by it we have 
been snatched from judgment and death for freedom and for life in the reconcil-
iation effected by Jesus Christ; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page:  
and posted each Monday on the church website found under the ‘Sermon’ tab. 



ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—15   Adult Bible Class—14     Worship—58 

 
   OFFERING 

Offering  last week                                                  $2,661.95 
Lenten Services                    $88 Cristo Rey         $   513.00 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
      5:15 pm Lenten supper 
      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Thursday     6:00 pm Elders’ meeting 
      7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                    
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
MARK 8:32 – “And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and be-
gan to rebuke him.” Anytime we sin we are acting like Peter: thinking we 
know better than the Lord. But as Jesus says, such acts stem from Satan. So let 
us repent: let us trust our Lord Jesus and follow Him. For certainly He has 
earned our trust with His gracious sacrifice for us. 
  
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
  
ARE YOU MISSING—There are 3 men’s winter coats in our coatroom that 
have been there for a very long time. Please check if one belongs to you. You 
can also check with Terri Hock about them. 
 
CAMP CILICA—It is time to think about summer camping. Information of 
summer camps is on the bulletin board between the mailboxes. Early Bird Dis-
count registration is going on now until March 31.  DON’T’ MISS OUT! 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s love and will for children and families: 

MISSION–Pray for Polycarp of Smyrna, Pastor and Martyr: thank God for 
those who continued the teachings of Jesus and gave their lives for the Gospel. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. Alex Thompson—We offer before You our common re-
quest for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Alex 

and ask your blessing on him.  
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Christians are to show no partiality whatsoever. My brother in Christ who hap-
pens to have more melanin than I have in the paper-thin upper level of our 
skin—while all the skin below the paper is the same—is not of a different race 
than I. So-called ‘race’ is not even skin deep! That’s mere upper-skin coloring, 
not race. Varying levels of mere melanin indicate that we’re all coffee beans—
some are blonde roast, some are medium or dark or espresso roast, but we’re all 
coffee, we’re all colored people.” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. 
James – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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The Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28, 2021 
Sermon Text: Mark 8:27-38 (Gospel) 
Other Texts: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (Old Testament Reading); Romans 5:1-11 (Epistle) 
 

“The Things of God and the Things of Men” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Suffering Servant. 
 
Jesus and His disciples have entered the region of Caesarea Philippi, built in honor of Caesar by 
Philip the tetrarch, who was a son of Herod the Great. The region was naturally beautiful, so 
much so that when the Greeks under Alexander the Great conquered it they believed it had to be 
an abode of Pan, the god of nature, becoming a perfect example of what Paul condemns in 
Romans 1,  
 

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they 
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.  
 

Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever! Amen.i 
 

Thus in their day they served the creature rather than the Creator by deifying it under the idol of 
Pan. Today we do the same thing by deifying it under the name of the Big Bang, cosmic 
inflation, and evolution on one end and Neo-Paganism and Wicca on the other. Either way, the 
glory belonging to the Creator is given to what He has made instead of Him and becoming such 
fools, those who believe such not infrequently dishonor their bodies with sexual immorality.  
 
While no doubt viewing the natural beauty and giving His Father praise for such, Jesus was not 
taking His disciples on a nature hike. In fact, this a major event in their training. For after two-
plus years of hearing His teaching and seeing His miracles, Jesus asks them the all-important 
question, “Who do you say that I am?”ii And there was some real progress. For while others said, 
“John the Baptism, Elijah, or one of the prophets,” Peter, speaking for the apostles, quite 
correctly declares, “You are the Christ.” That is, “You are the promised Messiah of whom the 
prophets foretold, yes, the very Son of the living God.”iii Ah, how far they had come! 
 
Yet, we also see how far they had to go. For while getting “the who” right concerning Jesus, it 
was clear that “the what” part, that is, the work He came to do, was still as confused as ever. For 
after teaching them plainly that He would have to suffer, be rejected, and be killed, Peter, takes 
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Jesus aside and actually has the audacity to rebuke the One whom he had just confessed to be the 
Christ.  
 
To be fair to Peter, who wants to hear that someone whom they dearly love is going to have to 
suffer terrible things? How much more when that someone is the promised Messianic King who 
is supposed to save the nation! Peter rightly understood that Jesus doesn’t deserve such treatment 
so he pulls Jesus aside, attempting to correct His thinking, all from the love that he feels for Jesus 
and his hopes for a restored kingdom of Israel under Him. Faith in God, patriotism for country; 
could Peter’s sentiments have been any more noble? 
 
“Get behind me, Satan!”iv Apparently the road to hell is paved with the seemingly best and most 
noble of intentions. For here Satan speaks through a human agent, yes, a believer! But how can 
this be? Jesus answers, “For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.”v  
 
“The things of man” are that which humans give priority. It is the things can see and 
comprehend, which then leads, in religion, to an understanding of the kingdom of God that fits 
with what the unenlightened mind (i.e. without the Holy Spirit) thinks is right for God (which, 
interestingly, always ends up being wat they want as well). So the things of man are power, 
glory, and honor. It figures, “Since God in His majesty is glorious and Jesus is risen and 
ascended in glory (His suffering and death just kind of assumed), so His faithful people should 
enjoy that glorious life here on earth.” It is a focus on Jesus’ miracles with the accompanying 
“happy, healthy, wealthy” mentality. It is the idea that God answers “knee-mail,” so if we just 
pray hard and often enough, believe strong enough, and be sure to get a bunch more people 
praying too, well then God just won’t have any choice but to give us what we’re asking for!  
 
Of course, when things do not go this way, when tragedy strikes and our prayers aren’t answered 
as we thought they should have been, we now face a terrible dilemma of faith. It would seem that 
either our faith and prayers were not sincere enough, or that God chose not to answer them 
anyway. So then we reason, if the first is the case, despite how hard I prayed and believed God 
would answer, clearly I will never have a good enough faith so why try anymore. And if it’s the 
second, that God just didn’t answer anyway, then what’s the use of praying to Him. Honestly, 
what’s the use of believing in Him? Maybe He’s not real after all. And so this just one more 
example of how the things of man are truly from Satan, as he misleads us and deceives us into a 
false understanding of God and His ways and finally leads us into doubt, anger towards God, and 
despair, and finally unbelief. 
 
How different are “the things of God,” that is, the things He gives the priority. Such things are 
not earthly and temporal, of this life, for this life is fleeting, a mere blink in eternity. No, the 
things of God are that which is spiritual, eternal. The things of God are Jesus coming to work the 
greatest miracle of all, forgiving the sins of humanity by His bloody and agonizing death upon 
the cross under the fullness of God’s wrath which the Bible calls hell! It is the sending forth of 
the saving Gospel of Christ Crucified so that people, hearing this Word, would believe in Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior, receive the forgiveness of sins that He has already won for them, and so 
be saved for that glory that the risen and ascended Jesus is even now preparing for God’s elect. 
But the things of God, this spiritual and eternal dimension of reality, though distinct, is not 
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separate from this world and material existence, but it subsumes it, and calls for it to submit unto 
it. Thus the Christ declares, 
 

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”vi 
 

Truly, this call to deny ourselves and take up our crosses is following Jesus. If we refuse to deny 
ourselves, our wants, our hopes, our desires, our goals, then we have put those things, which are 
the things of man, over God and so are idolaters, flagrantly breaking the First Commandment by 
loving such more than Him and His Word and will. If we are unwilling to take up our cross, to 
suffer shame and disgrace for bearing the name of Jesus, then we are ashamed of our Savior and 
agree with the unbelieving world that mocks a crucified God. By such we save our life, avoiding 
suffering, getting what we desired, but it is poor save. For by saving our life, that is, this short 
earthly existence, we lose our life in eternity. For idolaters and despisers of Christ, those who 
refuse to submit their whole life and being to the Lord, will find their glorious Savior ashamed of 
them on the Last Day. A shame they will then bear for all eternity in the pains of hell that Jesus 
had suffered for them, but they did not love Him enough to sacrifice the things of men in this life 
for Him.  
 
Dear Christians, our gracious Lord had these events, these very words, which we heard in 
today’s Gospel, recorded for our learning. There we learn what the things of God are, as well as 
the things of man. And hearing this we must confess that we love the things of man too much, 
making them our priorities, even as we too often give mere lip service to the things of God. We 
really have to admit that there are too many times where we have been ashamed of Christ for we 
were ashamed and afraid to speak His Word, to others. How many have lost their lives for 
eternity by teetering too far? Is it not time for us to learn this lesson, getting off the teeter-totter 
and putting our focus on the things of God instead of the things of men?    
 
Thanks be to God, that very thing is a thing of God as well! For He knows that we can neither 
deny ourselves nor take up our cross in our own strength and power. After all, it is our strength 
and power and that delights in the things of men and hates the cross! That is why Jesus had to 
come and suffer and die to pay for our sins, and after three days rise again. Connected to Christ 
by faith, united to His death and resurrection in Holy Baptism, the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus 
from the dead so also has raised us unto new life.  
 
Raised to a new life in which our minds are increasingly enlightened by the Word and Spirit, 
seeing more clearly all the time that the things of man are but dead ends, eternally so, while the 
things of God are where true life is found, both now and forever. Truly, the fullness of glory will 
be so far beyond the things of men that we desired now, that we will wonder why we ever 
considered making them our priority in the first place, why we struggled so much to let them go! 
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May God grant us hearts and minds that focus on the things of God so follow Jesus. Follow Him 
on the path of self-denial. Follow Him on the path of the cross, suffering loss for His sake. 
Following Him even unto death however it may come. And thereby follow Him into the 
heavenly glories that await us in His presence. Amen!        
 
   

 
i Romans 1:19-25. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii Mark 8:29. 
iii Matthew 16:16 records Peter’s full answer. 
iv Mark 8:33. 
v Ibid. 
vi Mark 8:34-38. 


