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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
THE MEANS of GRACE PART IV: WHAT and FOR WHAT 

In previous articles we have spoken about our gracious God’s love for all mankind that motivated Him to send His 
Son to become a true man in order to live, suffer, die and rise again as our substitute under God’s Law and wrath. This 
salvation has been won for all people; it is an already prepared gift. However, only those who repent of their sins and trust 
(i.e. have faith) in Christ and His work of redemption receive this gift and its benefits. Based upon this, the next question 
is, “In what way is one brought to faith in Christ and given the gift of eternal salvation which God has purchased for them 
with His own blood?” The answer: the Means of Grace!    
 
I. The Means of Grace Are Founded in Christ’s Redemption 

The earth didn’t become round only when a majority of the world’s population believed it to be.1 On the contrary, it 
was already round, and this fact is what caused people to believe it once they were able to study it and offer proof. So too, 
Jesus and the salvation He won for us is an already present fact, which, just like the earth being round, would still be true 
even if the whole world denied it. Therefore, since God’s grace in Christ is an objective reality for all people, God 
designed objective means to bring this completed universal forgiveness to the people in order that they would believe it.     
 
II. The Means of Grace: The Gospel Word and Sacraments 

St. Paul writes, “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). The words, “not counting their trespasses against 
them,” make clear that God’s reconciliation in Christ is all about the forgiveness of sins! 
 

These verses also indicate one way that this gift of reconciliation, i.e. forgiveness, is to be brought to the people: 
through the word2 of reconciliation, the Gospel Word.3 This Gospel not only tells us about God’s forgiveness, it actually 
brings to us the forgiveness and salvation that Christ has won, “for [the Gospel] is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). As noted above, our faith does not make God’s gift of salvation real. The Gospel 

                                                            
1 As a side note, it is sometimes stated that the Christian Church held onto this idea of a flat earth contrary to science and, more, that 
the Bible teaches it (thus proving that the Bible is in error). Both of these have been debunked. In fact, the big issue between 
Columbus and his detractors was not the shape of the earth, but the size of the sphere, and it was Columbus who was wrong (he 
underestimated the size)! Cf. https://creation.com/flat-earth-myth. Other articles on this topic can be found on creation.com as well. 
2 The Greek word translated as “message” is logos, which is “word.” 
3 As mentioned in a previous article, while God’s Law is truly His Word, it is not a message of reconciliation. Instead, it shows us 
what we must do and condemns our lack of perfection in meeting His demands. Therefore, the Law is rightly called “the ministry of 
condemnation” (2 Corinthians 3:9). 



is God’s giving of His already present gift, and this promise of forgiveness and salvation produces the faith necessary to 
receive it. Promises require faith; consequently, the gift given through the Gospel4 “makes a believer” out of us!5 

 
In addition to the Gospel Word, God has attached the forgiveness of sins to certain acts that He Himself has chosen. 

Of Baptism the Scripture says, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins.”6 In the Lord’s Supper, Christ invites us to eat and drink His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.7 
Therefore, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are not only Divine ordinances that we are to do (laws to be obeyed), but far 
more importantly they, along with the Gospel Word, are Means of Grace, because through these the Holy Spirit brings to 
us blessings of God’s grace: the forgiveness of sins, new life in the Holy Spirit, and salvation which Christ earned for us 
by His life, death, and resurrection. 
 
III. Conclusion 

God graciously sent His Son to die for us, earning forgiveness and eternal salvation for us poor sinners. This gift is 
won for all, but only those who have faith in Christ as their God and Savior receive the benefit of the gift; unbelievers 
reject Christ and so thereby reject the gift He won for them. However, faith does not exist in a vacuum! It is through the 
Gospel Word and Sacraments that saving faith is created and kept strong, because it is through these Means of Grace that 
the Holy Spirit is working, bringing forgiveness, new life, and eternal salvation. To limit our access to these means is 
spiritually unhealthy, weakening our faith and leaving us open to Satan’s attacks and the world’s temptations. At some 
point, our “faith muscle” will simply die through lack of spiritual nutrition. Consequently, just as a diet of the right foods 
is necessary for physical health, so too is a steady diet of God’s Word and Sacraments necessary for spiritual health. Next 
month, we will look at the importance of maintaining the Scriptural teaching of the means of grace.         
 
In service to Christ and His Church, 
Pastor Nerud 
 

APOLOGETICS: DOES PHOSPINE PROVE LIFE on VENUS?8 
Do tiny amounts of phosphine in Venus’s clouds prove that life made it? 

Why is phosphate vital for life? 
In mid-September, there were lots of headlines about possible life on Venus. The supposed reason was the 

discovery of phosphine gas (PH3). Not surprisingly, many of our supporters asked for our comments. 
 
What is phosphine? 

Phosphine is an extremely toxic gas that is used to fumigate rats in a building. It is also very important in hi-tech 
industry, because it is used to add phosphorus atoms to silicon wafers to make n-type semiconductors. These are used in 
some of the best LEDs, solar panels, and computer chips. But phosphine is supposedly hard to explain unless it was 
produced by life. 
 
What was found? 

As usual, the original paper is not as hyped as many reports on it. The astronomers found microwave absorption at 
1.123 mm wavelength at a level consistent with 20 ppb (parts per billion) PH3. Now was this really from phosphine, or 
from sulfur dioxide (SO2) that has a similar absorption line? Could it have been delivered by meteorites or generated by 
lightning? 
 

                                                            
4 The Gospel is a means of grace in every way it comes to us, through hearing it preached (Luke 24:47), reading it (John 20:31), 
receiving formal public or private absolution (John 20:23), and even in symbols, such as crucifixes, crosses, paintings, etc. that portray 
Christ’s work of salvation (John 3:14-15). 
5 God truly gives forgiveness through His chosen means, sincerely desiring to create faith since He wants all people to be saved (1 
Timothy 2:3-4). However, because God has chosen to work through means, His grace can be resisted (Matthew 23:37). 
6 Acts 2:38. This verse continues saying, “And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” which further indicates the activity of the 
Holy Spirit in and through the Sacrament of Baptism. The next verse then declares that these blessings given through Baptism are for 
children as well! 
7 Matthew 26:26-28. 
8 By Jonathan Sarfati; published: 20 October 2020; https://creation.com/venus-phosphine. Underlined texts are hyperlinks in the 
online article. 



Could phosphine have been made abiotically? There are ways of making phosphine by reacting phosphorus in 
either strong acid or strong base—Venus’s clouds are mainly sulfuric acid (H2SO4). And if there really is life, could it 
have come from Earth? 
 

The research team carefully addressed such objections, but were still much more cautious than the reports about 
it. 
 
Venus: extremely hostile to life 

Even after addressing counter-claims, they still agreed, “Even if confirmed, we emphasize that the detection of 
PH3 is not robust evidence for life, only for anomalous and unexplained chemistry.” They point out that the clouds on 
Venus are hostile to life, being “extremely dehydrating” and “hyperacidic”.a 

 
Venus’s surface has even more problems. It has the hottest surface of any planet in our solar system. Some people 

think that our world will end in 12 years because our carbon dioxide (CO2) concentration is 0.04%. But Venus’s 
atmosphere has 91 times our pressure, and comprises 96.5% CO2. So its surface temperature is 464°C (867°F). Lead melts 
at only 327.46 °C (621.43 °F). 

 
So far, no one has made any claims that any amino acids or nucleotides have been found, let alone proteins or 

nucleic acids. The biological molecules needed for any sort of life are unstable even at hydrothermal temperatures, let 
alone at the surface temperature of Venus. So if there are any such claims, we should be extremely skeptical. 

 
Chemical evolutionists’ inconsistencies 

There is a glaring inconsistency in many reports. A simple molecule like phosphine is alleged evidence that it 
came from life. But the incredibly complex molecules of living organisms are claimed evidence that they came from non-
living chemicals via chemical evolution. We should remember this point when similar claims are made about methane or 
water.9 
References and notes 

a) Greaves, J.S. and 18 others, Phosphine gas in the cloud decks of Venus, Nature Astronomy, 14 Sep 2020. 
 

A LOOK at the LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS: 
As the foremost confession of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as well as the fact that the majority of its articles are 

fairly concise, we shall look at a specific article of the Augsburg Confession each month in order to learn the theology it 
professes. This month, reading Article I, we see the proof that Lutheranism is grounded firmly in the Biblical truths that 
the Church has confessed throughout the ages, soundly rejecting and condemning all heresies old and new. 
Augsburg Confession Article I: God10 

Our churches teach with common consent that the decree of the Council of Nicaea11 about the unity of the divine 
essence and the three persons is true. It is to be believed without any doubt. God is one divine essence who is eternal, 
without a body, without parts, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness. He is the maker and preserver of all things, 
visible and invisible. Yet there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three persons are of the 
same essence and power. Our churches use the term person as the Fathers12 have used it. We use it to signify, not a part or 
quality in another, but that which subsists of itself.13 

Our churches condemn all heresies that arose against this article, such as the Manichaeans14, who assumed that there 
are two “principles,” one Good and the other Evil. They also condemn the Valentinians15, Arians16, Eunomians17, 
                                                            
9 A more technical look at how Phosphorous is a chemical “missing link” for evolutionary theories follows on the online article. 
10 Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, 2nd Edition; Paul McCain, Ed. CPH, 2006 
11 A.D. 325. This church council wrote most of what we call the Nicene Creed to battle false teachings, especially Arianism (see 
below). 
12 Biblically faithful early Christian theologians and councils. 
13 This declares the Scriptural truth that while there is only one God, yet each person of the Trinity is still true and full God, not one-
third of God. Thus we state that the mystery of the Trinity is the greatest mystery of the Christian faith. God is beyond human reason, 
especially reason that has been corrupted by the Fall. Mormons deny the Trinity, basically having three (and more!) gods. 
14 Followers of Mani (ca. 216-ca. 277), who developed a religious system combining Christian, Buddhist, and other elements. 
15 Named after Valentinus (2nd cent. A.D.), who linked Christian ideas with polytheistic (many gods) Gnostic teachings. 
16 Followers of Arius (d. 336 A.D.). Arius was condemned by the Council of Nicaea for teaching that the Son was the “first creation” 
of God, and thus a different “substance” from the Father. Based upon the Word of God, the Nicene Creed confesses that the Son is 
true God, “being of one substance with the Father.” This creed both directly condemned Arius’ false teaching and proclaims the true 
doctrine. Jehovah’s Witnesses are modern day Arians in essence, as the deny the deity of Jesus. 



Muslims18, and all heresies19 such as these. Our churches also condemn the Samosatenes20, old and new, who contend that 
God is but one person. Through sophistry they impiously argue that the Word21 and the Holy Spirit are not distinct 
persons. They say that Word signifies a spoken word, and Spirit signifies motion created in things. 
 

                        THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 Join with us, Wednesday November 25th @ 7 pm, as we lift our hearts and voices in 

thanksgiving and worship to our Mighty God. He has once again brought us through another year, 
caring for all our needs and granting us many undeserved blessings. Our greatest blessing is that of 
free salvation through His own Son, Jesus. It is right to praise and thank Him for His mercy and love. 
Our offering from this service will be sent to, “Keeping Christ on Campus”. This gift will aid in the 
ministry of the LCMS on our state universities. Any funds given by July 1, 2021 will be matched up to 
$10,000.  

 
BIBLE STUDY OPPERTUNITIES 

 All high school age and adults are invited to participate in any or all Bible studies offered at St. John’s. We are 
thankful we can gather together around God’s Word. You are welcome to attend anytime. 

 Sunday morning Adult Bible class – 8:45am in the Fellowship Hall. Topic is the book of 
Ecclesiastes. 

 Men’s Bible Study – 7 pm the first Thursday of each month. Topic is, “Christianity, the First 
Three Centuries”. 

 Adult Bible study – 1:30 pm the third Thursday of each month. Topic is, “Christianity, the First Three 
Centuries”. 

 
       OFFICE 

 Please call the office or Pastor if you desire private communion during this time. 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 
 

All Sunday services are ‘Live’ streamed at 10am  on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/) 
These streamed services are posted to our church website (churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org) the following day.  

 
ADVENT FESTIVAL  

 Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 28th, 9 am. The annual Christmas decorating and 
preparations for the Advent/Christmas season will be held. We have in mind the health of everyone and 

will work toward the goal of keeping participants safe and while still enjoying this activity 
together. The building will be decorated, gift bags assembled for the children and shut-ins, a short 

worship service and box lunches will be served. Sign-up sheet will be available Nov. 1 – 22 for 
those staying for lunch. We look forward to seeing you.  

 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Kurt/Kathy Gehn (2011) - 9 yrs 
18 Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer (1978) - 42 yrs 
24 Charles/April Johnson (2008) – 12 y

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
17 Follower of Eunomius (ca. 335-ca. 394 A.D.), an extreme Arian who taught that the Son was unlike the Father in essence (not God 
in any sense). 
18 Followers of Mohammed (570-632 A.D.) who, after supposed divine revelations, founded the religion of Islam.  
19 False teachings against a fundamental article of the Christian faith. 
20 Followers of Paul of Samosata (3rd c. A.D.), who taught that Jesus was not divine in his nature but was a man specially endowed by 
the power of God, (called “the Holy Spirit,” yet is not God either, but is merely God’s power or motion in things). This is a basic 
teaching of unitarians (e.g. Unitarian Universalists). 
21 The Son of God, see John 1:1-3, 14. 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
4 Brooklynne Haughton 
5 Erin Erickson 
5 Heidi Nerud 
5 Tim Wolfe 
7 Joyce DeFauw 
10 Jessi Ague 

11 Wayne Winchell 
12 Teresa Firch 
15 Larry Kane  
16 Drew Schillinger 
16 Robert Wechsler 
18 Laney Esterlein 

20 Kenneth Cullison 
21 Vivian Smith 
24 Cathy Langdon 
26 Janice Neeld 
27 Betty Firch 

 
NOVEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

1 Lisa Peterson 
6 Paula Mooney 
7 Timothy Nerud 
8 Janelle Gibson 
10 Jill Wickwire 
12 Kurt Gehn 
13 James Dahl 

13 Emerson Mitchell 
14 John Erdman 
19 Kristen Wolfe 
20 Erin Erickson 
20 Jim Stonehouse 
24 Russell Blank Jr 
24 Fred Magerkurth 

26 Alan Eastburn 
26 Cathy Langdon 
28 Katherine Wolfe 
29 Nancy Wickwire 
30 Rebecca Ague 

 
 

LWML NEWS 
St. John’s LWML met Tuesday October 13, 2020 at 1:00 pm. There were 8 members and  
Pastor Nerud present. Liz Neumann opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son 

and God the Holy Spirit. 
  Our praise verse for this month is: Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts 
with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His Name. Psalm 100:4 
 Paula Mooney read the devotion, “Thankful” from a past Portal of Prayers and shared some 
quotes about laughter. Paula led our Topic study, “We’ve Got Good News to Tell”, which was in our Fall Quarterly.  

Margo shared information on our National Mite Grant project, “Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local 
Church Workers Mission Training Center, Africa” receiving, $62,650. 

Minutes from our September meeting were approved as written. Correspondence received; 2020 Ingathering for 
LWR, Phil’s Friends, Clausings, and Seminary Student. 

The treasurer’s report was given and will be filed for review. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 Mites are being collected for LWML Sunday and several weeks after. Liz thanked Terri for making an 
announcement about LWML and the Mite collection since she was unable to attend. 

 Liz gave a brief review of the LWML Zone Fall Rally. 
 A list was passed out to the following ladies helping with visiting the Homebound; Margo, Sherry Liz, and 

Marilyn. This list will be used though the end of the year and re-evaluated in January. 
 Guidelines were reviewed for support of our Confirmation students. We will be called ‘Confirmation 

Friends’. Students and partners are as follows: Carter Eastburn/Bev Peterson, Cole Freeman/Terri Hock, 
Kayci Freeman/Margo Schillinger, Kaleb Rahn/Marilyn Woods, Vivian Smith/Karna Hollatz, Memphis 
Ague/Liz Neumann. Terri will print a bio of each student and give to their respective ‘Friend’. Pastor will 
announce this support to the students in two weeks. Friends are encouraged to make an initial contact as soon 
as possible thereafter. It is important that Friends follow the guidelines and work together so each student 
receives the same support. 

 Liz found a booklet “Made For Each Other” that can be used as a gift to newly married couple within our 
congregation. We will look at some other items during the next month before deciding on the appropriate gift 
to give. 

NEW BUSINESS  
 Liz noted that there are some great devotions on the LWML website. 

 
We closed our meeting joining together in reciting Mite Prayer #2 together. We sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Pastor 

who celebrated his birthday yesterday, October 12th.  
Next month Liz Neumann will have devotion and topic. Sherry Wechsler will serve as hostess. Bev Peterson had 

individual treats for us to enjoy today.                                                        Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 



THANK YOU!! 
 We want to extend a heartfelt thanks to all who graciously support the mission work of our LWML. You willingly 
give of your mites for the District and National Mites projects and you are active participates in our local mission work 
here at St. John’s. Our mission is so enhanced by your help. We are truly blessed to be a part of such a loving 
congregation. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Celebrate a special occasion with flowers for our Sunday worship services. Sign the flower chart, which is on the 

bulletin board next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope (found by the chart). Fill in the date you want to 
provide flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest is done for you. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Being back together is a true blessing which we thank God for. The Christmas Eve Program is right around the 

corner. We are discussing how to proceed with the program. It will probably be different from what we 
are used to, but our worship and praise will be no less important. We will keep you informed of our 
decisions.  
 
We have several new teachers for the 7th/8th grade students. Joel Werling (teacher) and Larry Kane (back 

up) have agreed to teach this class. Heidi Nerud is now leading the High school students. We are so grateful to our 
Heavenly Father for providing these willing people.   
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our sins, and 

His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water 
– combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We 
belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things 
are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed. 

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – 
righteousness, peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy. 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in such a 
way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy 
Word, as a sacrifice. 

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We share 
with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by the holy God. His 
temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they are pressed into His service for 
His kingdom. 

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the fullness of 
His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks by not 
taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us. 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and all 
that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing everything that we have 
received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For to the one who has, 
more will be given, and he will have an abundance. 

 
EVANGELISM 

Luke 1:26-38: It can be easy for us to fall into the temptation of thinking that God couldn’t possibly use us to 
share His Good News with others.  God responds to our doubts of “I’m not a good enough speaker.” or “I can’t really 
make a difference.” or “What if I say the wrong thing?” with – “For nothing will be impossible with God!”  Our God – 
with whom nothing is impossible – promises to bless our faithful witness to Him!      Source: LCMS.ORG 
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 



families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever 
possible. We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer will be sent to 
those prayer warriors.  

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 
  
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 

and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show mercy 
these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 

Jim Rahn 
Bob Esterlein 
Lynne Johnson 
John Erdman 

Carolyn Wildermuth 
Lillian Hock 
Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch             

Paula Chapa  
John Neumann

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 

Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry 
Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glen McAdam (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
During the month of November, let us remember and pray for those volunteers in our congregation who willingly 

and freely give of their time and talents to the care and ministry of St. John’s. These people are often ‘behind the scenes’ 
working and we don’t always know who they are or what job they may have done. May we be truly grateful for them.  



DEVOTIONS / Invitation to Pray 
  
Change of the Season  

Fall is here, leaves are changing, average temperatures are 
dropping. On November 1, another change is that we set our 
clocks back one-hour (Fall Back). With this we “gain” another 
hour (of which we lose as we change all the clocks in our houses). 
The evenings’ darkness comes earlier, sometimes as we are 

heading home. This is also the time to change out our summer clothes to fall/winter clothes. We also make sure that we 
have our cars ready for winter with all the proper equipment. But this has not been a normal season with COVID 19.  

In 2 Timothy 4:2 it states, “…preach the Word: be ready in the season and out of the season: reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” No matter what season of the year, we are to have the Word of God 
preached and taught. Most of the time we come together to hear His Word in congregations with worship services and 
Bible studies. But during this current time the church has had to develop other ways to provide the all-important gifts of 
God. Congregations have found new ways to reach into the households of members and nonmembers. We have developed 
new outreach activities in our communities. During this “season” we still have been able to preach His Word and 
sacraments even though some of our churches have had attendance restrictions. 

As we move forward, our prayer is that God’s Word and sacraments will be heard and used in our daily life. We 
also pray that we will be able to gather as His people once again, to be together with the communion of saints. But until 
that time, we have the hope in Him, that His Word will provide us with comfort and strength.  

Trip Rodgers Central Illinois District Office  
 
Pray For Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by your church’s Mission Dollars to the District. “Finally, 
brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored.”   

Please remember in your prayers the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, a church body to which CID has 
given many gifts in the past, as she continues to work faithfully in a former communist and atheistic nation, proclaiming 
that we have a Savior from sin and death: our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SHARE 
Planning a Mission Festival? Find help on the CID website. Our Mission Festival Toolkit offers a suggested sermon, a 
listing of CID missions and contact information on CID mission speakers, PowerPoint presentations on some CID 
missions, an archive of Mission Stories, suggestions on funding a Mission Festival, and more. Go online to 
http://www.cidlcms.org/missionfestivaltoolkit.html 
 
Treasures Old and New: A Virtual Conference on Adult Faith Formation.  October 20 – 22, 2020 

Pastors and congregational leaders in the Church face new missional challenges in our “post-Christian” context. 
This free conference* (led by Rhoda Schuler/St. Paul’s and Kent J. Burreson/St. Louis) will introduce participants to a 
model of adult faith formation and discipleship with roots in the catechumenal practices of the early church. Through 
presentations and conversations with LCMS pastors who have developed successful adult faith formation, participants 
will explore new ways to form disciples through catechesis; to shape Christian identity through the biblical narrative and 
the sacramental life of the church; and to foster a habitus of hospitality in congregational life. 

For more information about this conference, its leaders and program, and to register for this conference, go to 
https://www.forminglutherans.org/  

*This program is made possible through a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, with funds provided by Lilly Endowment Inc. 
 
ACROSS OUR DISTRICT 
Meeting 21st Century Religious Challenges is the topic for the 2020 Springfield East and West Circuits Convocation at 
Immanuel, (2750 E Sangamon Ave) Springfield on October 24th. Registration is at 8:30; presentation starts at 9:00 and 
ends at noon. Rev.  
Dr. Ken Schurb of the CID staff will discuss such things as Atheism and the New Atheism, Postmodernism, and Church 
Planting. All are welcome!   
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 Events that have been canceled or postponed can be found on the CID website http://www.cidlcms.org/events-

calendar.html 



Stay Connected with your District 

Looking for additional information visit https://linktr.ee/cidlcms or 
connect with the following items: 

† CID’s GatePost (newsletter)  
† Subscribe to the E-GatePost/Bi-Monthly News 

 People have contributed over $6000 to endowment funds for CID Campus ministries in the last six weeks. 
http://www.cidlcms.org/outreach-missions-campus.html 

Looking for a way to connect with your online visitors- visit our Website http://www.cidlcms.org/outreach-witness-
ministry.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 
  
                     LISTEN TO: 
Music of the Church, Morning Chapel, and Issues, Etc. 
       Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 
               LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 

 
JOHN and ANN RASCHKE ENDOWMENT FUND 

 At the beginning of this year monies were available for distribution to help a student studying for the pastoral 
ministry. Since no applications were received, the Endowment Committee chose to distribute $30,000 in the following 
manner. $10,000 was given to our current adopted student, Andrew Hill and $10,000 was given to each St. Louis 
Seminary and Ft. Wayne Seminary. We have received thank you letters from both Seminaries for our support. Below are 
also two thank you letters from recipients of these monies.  
 
Dear endowment committee, 

I beg you to extend my gratitude to the appropriate parties for the generous grant you have given me. As a man 
with a wife and kids to provide for, such a gift completely changes our financial position. I should be able to graduate 
debt-free. The gift you have given me will have consequences all the way into the parish, where someday I may have a 
call that I can serve without the burden of debt. 

I am especially thankful for the emphasis on books. Right now, as a student, of course books are important. But a 
pastor never stops studying. Again, your gift will have impact throughout however many years our Lord wills to use me. 

Thank you for such a generous gift. I pray that the Lord continue to bless the works you do for your church. What 
a joy it is to be free to serve our neighbors and bring them the good news of the free forgiveness of sins. Please continue 
to keep me and my family in your prayers.                                                                    

                 In Christ, Andrew Hill 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
       ALL SAINTS DAY 

2 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

3 
 

4 
Confirmation 5 pm 

5 
Elders 6  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7pm 

6 7 

8 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

9 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

10 
LWML 1 pm 
Council 6:30 pm 

11 
Confirmation 5 pm 

12 
 

13 14 

15 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

16 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

17 18 
Confirmation 5 pm 

19 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 

20 21 

22 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

23 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

24 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

25 
Thanksgiving Eve 
            Worship 7 pm 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

27 
OFFICE CLOSED 

28 
Advent Festival  
                       9 am 

29 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

30 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

 ELDER 
Larry Hock 

USHERS 
Aaron Raschke 
Dave Schmedt 
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
8948 N 1900 AVE           
GENESEO IL  61254-8941                                  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday school/Adult & Youth 
Bible Class - 8:45 am 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 10 am 
(Communion -1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 
of each month) 
                      
Live Streaming each week on 
Facebook 
 
Thanksgiving Eve Worship 7 pm,  
Wednesday, November 25 
 
 


