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-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“Closed Communion: Part II, the Biblical Foundation, cont.” 

Last month we heard Scripture’s teaching that those who do not believe in the Real Presence of Christ’s body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper,1 or cannot examine themselves properly, should not receive the Holy Communion at our altar 
as they would likely be taking it to their judgment. Now remember, according to 1 Corinthians 11, this is not a 
determination of whether they have faith or not, but whether they have the right faith concerning the Lord’s Supper. So, 
the accusation that we are saying someone is not a Christian when we ask them not to commune is shown to be false, for 
we are simply following the teaching of St. Paul and, more importantly, the Holy Spirit who inspired him. Therefore, we 
should not be intimidated by such claims and, in fact, they only further prove the person’s lack of understanding and, 
consequently, that they should not commune. Again (whether they believe it or not!), this is out of love since we do not 
want them to receive the Communion to their judgment.2 

Yet, there is another love that is to be present when speaking of the Lord’s Supper. For should our love not be directed 
to the One who is giving us His body and blood in the sacrament? Clearly yes! Yet, how should we show we love Him? 
Would it not be by being obedient to His Word? Again, clearly yes! So what else does the Bible say about who should 
receive the Lord’s Supper that we may be faithful the Lord who gave His Supper to His Church?  

When the Israelites celebrated the Passover, only those who were circumcised and a part of Israel were allowed to 
celebrate it. It was not an evangelism tool; there was no “open Passover.” Now recall that the Lord’s Supper is the 
fulfillment of the Passover meal, instituted by Christ sometime during the Passover celebration. Why would it be “open” if 
the Passover was not? 

Connected to that, as we well know, our Lord preached to any and all who would listen, including those who were His 
disciples, the crowds having various loyalties and interests, and even His enemies. But when He instituted the sacrament 
of His body and blood, He did so with only those who were baptized3 and confessed to be His disciples. And these were 
the very ones (the apostles) whom He would soon send out to speak His doctrine to the world, a doctrine which includes 
His teaching on the Lord’s Supper.  

So now we move just a little into the future, after Christ’s ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
The book of Acts (2:42) says this about the early Christians, “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

                                                            
1 I.e. His body is given and eaten with the bread, His blood is given and drunk with the wine, not by faith, but by the mouth. Faith 
receives the blessings, but the body and blood are there because of Jesus’ Word whether a person believes it or not. Thus, a person can 
receive the Communion to their judgment. 
2 1 Corinthians 11:27-32. 
3 See Colossians 2:11-13 which shows that Baptism is the New Testament fulfillment of circumcision. Thus, one of the requirements 
to receive the Lord’s Supper is to have first received Holy Baptism.  



the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Note how first and foremost is the apostles’ teaching, that is, the 
doctrine that they taught. Only those who believed what they taught were a part of the fellowship in which the Lord’s 
Supper (breaking of bread) was celebrated. Thus, celebrating the Lord’s Supper was and remains an action by which 
Christians express their fellowship with one another, a fellowship determined by their agreement over the apostolic 
doctrine, which we have in the Holy Bible.  

To receive the Holy Communion is certainly personal as every Christian who understands it recognizes. But while 
always personal, it is never private (despite claims to the contrary). When people commune together, they are thereby 
expressing (knowingly or not) that they are in fellowship. Not some sort of “faith fellowship” which can be as hard to 
grasp as fog in the air since faith is invisible. No. It is a fellowship of “agreement in doctrine.”  

In other words, if you commune at another church you are thereby professing that you agree with the teachings of that 
church. And if someone communes here they are professing the same thing by that very action as well. Yet, how many 
visitors that come from another denomination or church body truly do? After all, if they did they would either be, or seek 
to become a member of our own or one of our sister congregations! To be fair, most visitors probably do not realize that if 
they communed here they are saying that they agree with all that we teach. (If they did, many probably wouldn’t want to 
commune anymore!)  

Quite a few people might say, “I don’t mean that when I commune at such and such a place.” That might be true as 
far as it goes. But, and here’s the main point, a person’s thoughts and/or feelings on this issue are not what determines 
truth. God’s Word alone does that. And, as we have just heard once again, the Scriptures say that to receive the Holy 
Communion is a profession of fellowship, a statement of agreement on teaching. If such agreement is not there, there is 
not a true fellowship that is pleasing to God and, consequently, there is not a Communion blessed by Him. So, let us show 
our love to the Lord by only communing those who have confessed their agreement with us on God’s Word even as we 
ourselves only commune where we can say the same! 

Next month we will consider how the Church has historically practiced Communion. 
Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 

A Look at the Lutheran Confessions: 
The Apostles’ Creed, Theology of the Third Article 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit.” These words begin the third and final part of the Apostles’ Creed, completing the three-
fold baptismal formula commanded by Jesus (Matthew 28:19). With these few simple words, we confess the full deity of 
the Holy Spirit, that He is on the same level as the Father and the Son, having the fulness of God in His divine Person, 
being equal in authority, dignity, and essence with Them. 

From this basic confession of the person of the Holy Spirit, it now continues with His work. “I believe in…the holy 
Christian Church.” The Church bears the name of her Bridegroom, Christian, but it is the Holy Spirit who creates the 
Church. Our word “church” is a translation of the Greek ekklesia, which means “those who have been called out.” Thus, 
those who are in the Church are those who have been “called out” of the darkness of sin and the rule of Satan to enter the 
kingdom of God (e.g. 1 Peter 2:9). And this work of calling and conversion is ascribed to the Holy Spirit as He works 
through the means of grace (the Gospel in Word and Sacrament).4  

The words “holy” and “Christian” are also important. We confess the Church is holy because, first and foremost, the 
Holy Spirit has called us to faith in Christ and so we have received His perfect holiness as our own. Also, it is true that the 
Holy Spirit dwells within us and is working to sanctify us, bringing forth an increasingly holy life.  

We are used to the wording “the holy Christian Church.” In the first form of this creed it seems that it simply said 
“the holy church.” Later the word “catholic” was added, which meant “general, universal.” This is because, first, the 
Church is not limited to any culture or people or time, but consists of all who have saving faith in Christ. Second, the faith 
of this Church has never changed, but has always been trust in Christ Jesus for the full and free remission of sins as is 
taught by the Holy Spirit through His Word alone.5 By the 15th century it was becoming customary to translate “catholic” 
with “Christian” at least in some places, and so Luther followed that trend in his Small Catechism. As it really means the 
same thing as “catholic” and removes the confusion caused by the church of Rome claiming themselves to be the 
“Catholic” church, it seems best to keep “Christian” in the creed even as it is valuable to understand what “catholic” truly 
means. 

The words “the communion of saints” are, historically, a later addition to the creed. It is usually understood as a 
further description that emphasizes that the Church is holy because it is the gathering (the communion) of those who have 
been justified by faith and so are declared to be holy by God. This fits well with St. Paul’s description of the Church, “To 

                                                            
4 See Romans 1:16; 10:17; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 12:3; Ephesians 2:20; 1 Thessalonians 1:5; 2:13; Titus 3:5. 
5 See Acts 10:43. The fact that there are differences in teaching amongst different “churches” is not a denial of this truth, but is instead 
evidence of Satan’s work. Therefore, only that church which holds to the Word of God without addition, subtraction, or alteration is 
truly catholic in their doctrine. 



the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours (1 Corinthians 1:2; cf. Ephesians 5:25-
27). However, these words were originally brought in from Eastern Churches where the words likely meant, “participation 
in the holy things.” They would then be a reference to the Means of Grace, the Gospel, Baptism, and especially the Lord’s 
Supper (the Holy Communion of which the saints partake). This too fits well as the Holy Spirit works through these 
Means of Grace.6  

While we are truly a communion of saints, Christians recognize that we are such before God by virtue of faith in 
Jesus, His holy life given to us, for we know that we still daily sin much. So, it is that through the Gospel, Baptism, 
Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper that the Holy Spirit regularly offers and gives the forgiveness we need, sealing our 
faith with assurance. So, we simply confess, “I believe in…the forgiveness of sins.” 

With the guarantee that our sins are forgiven, we can then boldly say, “I believe in…the resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting.” The Scriptures, in both the Old and New Testaments, clearly teach that our bodies will be raised, 
something which must be true if the seed of the woman is to crush the serpent’s head, thereby undoing the damage that the 
serpent introduced (Genesis 3:15). This teaching is not reincarnation in any form, nor is it just the soul continuing in an 
afterlife, but that our soul will be reunited with our body, raised incorruptible in glory in imitation of Jesus’ own 
resurrected body (Philippians 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:35ff.). And just to be clear that this resurrection would not be like 
that of Lazarus who died again, we affirm that this resurrection leads to “the life everlasting.” This also reminds us that 
the fullness of heavenly glory will come after our bodies are raised on the Last Day and we are brought into the new 
creation. 

Now the holy Christian Church, and we her individual sons and daughters, conclude the Apostles’ Creed, all three of 
the articles, with the word “Amen.” Originally a Hebrew word which meant, “it is true,” it was brought into the New 
Testament and the Church’s language as a confession of certainty. “A Christian’s faith is built upon the promises of the 
God of Truth (Is. 65:16), upon the Lord Christ who calls Himself ‘the Amen’ (Rev. 3:14), and in whom all the promises 
of God are Yea and Amen (2 Cor. 1:20).”7  

And so, we give our “Amen!” “It is true!” to what we confess in the Apostles’ Creed as it is based firmly upon the 
teaching of the Word of God. And so, with our Amen spoken, we will now move to the Nicene Creed. 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 
 

Apologetics: The age of arches8 
     We had an article in Creation magazine in 2015 about the instability of a lot of geological features that are 
touted as being ‘millions of years’ old. The common belief that cliffs and arches have been there a long time 
and are therefore stable in our lifetime, and unlikely to give way under someone standing on them today, the 
author judged a “dangerous view”.a  
     Probably the most famous example of rock arches is Arches National Park in Utah, USA. Typical of such 
features in national parks, the explanation given is: “Millions of years of erosion and weathering are 
responsible…”.b 
     Arches National Park has over 2,000 rock arches. Forty-three collapsed between 1970 and 2015. That gives a 
rate of collapse of about one per year, which means that all would be gone in about 2,000 years, at the 
prevailing rates of erosion from wind and rain. 
     This is thoroughly consistent with the biblical timeframe, as it easily fits with the iconic features of Arches 
National Park forming at the end of Noah’s Flood, about 4,500 years ago.c 
However, it is quite inconsistent with the claim that the features are millions of years old; just one million years 
would give about a million collapsed arches, which is 500 times the number of arches still standing. The 
numbers just don’t add up for ‘millions of years’. 
     The conditions that formed these arches do not prevail today, so no new arches are forming in the National 
Park. Again, this is consistent with the real history of the world from the Bible, with the arches forming under 
the special conditions that prevailed in the Flood or soon after. The Bible’s real history makes sense of the real-
world evidence around us; if we only have eyes to see! 
References and notes 
                                                            
6 See footnote 1. 
7 I Believe, A Study of the Three Universal or Ecumenical Creeds; Bjarne W. Teigen; Lutheran Synod Book Company, Bethany 
Lutheran College, 1976, p. 8. 
8 by Don Batten; https://creation.com/age-of-arches. Underlined texts are links in the online article. 
 



a. Catchpoole, D., A dangerous view, Creation 37(2):12–15, April 2015; creation.com/a-dangerous-view.  
b. Himiak, L., Arches National Park, Utah, Updated 17th May 2017; tripsavvy.com/arches-national-park-utah-3361622.  
c. Oard, M., Many arches and natural bridges likely from the Flood, J. Creation 23(1):115–118, 2009; creation.com/natural-

bridges.  
 

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES 
 During the month of December, we celebrate the coming of our Savior, Jesus. Without Him we have no hope of 
redemption or eternal life. Let us not allow the business of life to come before Him. Spend time reading one of our daily 
Advent devotion booklets, take the opportunity to attend special worship times, or start a new habit of reading God’s 
Word each day. SEEK JESUS! 
 Christmas Eve Worship – Tuesday, December 24 – 6:30 pm 
 Christmas Day Worship/Communion – Wednesday, December 25 – 10:00 am 
 New Year’s Eve Worship – Tuesday, December 31 – 6:00 pm (@ St. John’s, joining with Concordia) 
  

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are encouraged 

to attend) 
2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 

Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor.  
3. A second Men’s Bible study, the second Tuesday of every month @ 1 pm, ‘One Christ, Many 

Creeds”.   
4. A new afternoon study of “Christianity, The First Three Centuries” began Thursday, September 26. 

This group is meeting the third Thursday of each month (next class is November 21). Class time is 1:30 pm – 3 
pm. This is open to all members and friends of St. John’s.  

 
TRUSTEE NEEDED 

 One of our current trustees has resigned for personal reasons. We need someone willing to serve fulfill his las 
year. If you would be able to help in this area, please contact Dan Werner ASAP. The position will be for 2020. 
  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 Jack Magerkurth 
2 Trey Blank 
2 Paula Mooney 
5 Cathy Schillinger 
5 Marilyn Woods 
9 Alan Magerkurth 
10 Jim Stonehouse 
11 Bailie Bachmann 

12 Michele Barry 
12 Brandon Gehn 
15 Robert Esterlein 
17 Jaime Werling 
19 Janet Bertsos 
24 Faye Piepho 
24 Lucas Thompson 
24 John Wickwire 

25 Shirley Dahl 
27 Cooper Freeman 
27 Alex Miller 
30 Conner Helke 
31 Heidi McKibbon 
31 Carolyn Wildermuth 
 

DECEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
1 Wanda Rahn 
4 Joyce DeFauw 
7 Heidi Nerud 
9 Kaleb Rahn 
9 Stacie Rahn 
10 Olivia Loenser 
10 Autumn Raschke 
11 Dakota Grant 
12 Jaelyn Lambin 

13 Teresa Firch 
13 Rollin Miller 
15 Patricia Johnson 
17 Brooklyne Haughton 
17 Maxx Hermann 
17 Dylan Slonecker 
18 Stephanie Mosher 
22 Drew Schillinger 
23 Lynne Daniels 

23 Don Hickenbottom 
23 Jerry Hickenbottom 
23 Robert Wechsler 
26 Zane Roberts 
27 Trey Blank 
27 Jonathan Barry 
28 Keagan Daniels 
30 Lincoln Mosher 

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

23 Jaimie/Kirsten Jorgensen (1995) - 24 yrs 
28 Rev Tim/Heidi Nerud (1996) – 23 yrs 

30 Dale/Linda Aper (1970) - 49 yrs 
31 Peter/Janice Neeld (1995) - 24 yrs

  
THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

 Thank you Pastor Nerud and all for your prayers and kindness to John and I during his illness and his passing to 
his heavenly home.                                                                                                                                    Carolyn Wildermuth                           



We are grateful for the love and support of cards, memorials, flowers and plants, prayers and words of comfort we 
received at the time of Bob’s death. Thank you to Pastor Wright for the service and to John Neumann for the music. 
Thank you to those who prepared and served the wonderful food for the luncheon. We also appreciated the funeral bag of 
paper products from the stewardship committee. We are blessed with a very caring church family.     

          Beverly and Lisa Peterson 
 
We are blessed to have so many loving friends and family here at St. John’s. By our Heavenly Father’s grace and 

mercy, the twins are growing and improving each day. Your prayers and support have been so important to us. It will be a 
while before we can bring them home, but we trust in God’s perfect plan. Blessings to all.    Adam, Sammy, Landen Hock 

 
It has been a long summer and fall, but I am thankful to be back to work and doing pretty well. Your prayers, 

cards, and support have been so helpful. Hopefully in December I will receive the news I desire and I will be fully healed. 
                                                                                                                         God’s blessings to you all. Larry Hock 
 
Thank you to my “church family” for your card to me for my birthday, plus the personal greetings, hugs, gifts, 

phone calls and other cards that where given to me. It was quite a day. I am super abundantly blessed.         Joyce DeFauw 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank those people who have been helping me in many ways to get me through 

these rough roads as of late. A few I know, Gary Post, Dave/Denise Schmedt, and others only God knows of. May the 
Lord bless you all! If the tables were turned, I’d like to think that I would step up to help out a brother or sister in Christ. 
Go’s blessings to you all! Thanks again.                                                                                                   In Christ, Rob Dagit 

 
We wish to thank all who helped with the photo sessions for the pictorial directory and those who came for photo 

sessions. This is a special edition since it is our 150th anniversary. We are mightily blessed as a congregation. 
                                                                                                      Rosalie Jorgensen and Cathy Langdon, Evangelism Board 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary for the Christmas season. Cost is $8. Please reserve yours and pay 

Terri Hock by December 1. Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the NEW flower chart which is on 
the bulletin board next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you 
want to provide flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest is done for 
you. 
 

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Submit bulletin articles by Wednesdays and Newsletter articles by the third Sunday each month. 
 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday November 12, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 9 members and 
Pastor Nerud present. Joyce Dodge opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit.  
 The Biblical Paradox for this month comes Matthew 10:39, Whoever finds his life will lose it, 
and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. Those who concentrate on their own life have 
chosen the wrong focus. We will ultimately lose all. Those who seek Jesus and stay focused on Him and His will wins all. 
We may not have what we think we should as we follow Jesus, but in the end, we will have it all, the best there is as we 
live in eternity with God. 
 Joyce Dodge read the devotion for today, “A Big Heart” based on Hebrew 13:5. Joyce then led our Quarterly 
study of “What Is Enough?”.  
 Minutes from the October meeting were approved as printed. Correspondence: Rev. Clausing’s monthly 
newsletter and ‘Sharing’ mission flyers. 



 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. October receipts - Mites; $500.31, Operating; 
$14, Missions; $45, Rally $10. Expense Distributions – LWML Sunday flowers; $20, Rev. Clausing support; $150, Mites; 
$500.31, Operating; $20.  Balance: Missions; $305.84, Operating; $97.67, Totally; $403.51.  
OLD BUSINESS 

 25 Care Kits from St. John’s, 48 Care Kits from Concordia and 106 quilts were taken to Lutheran World Relief. 
 Thank you to Sheila Magerkurth for the many quilt tops and large amount of material donated for the quilts. 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. The first and second LWML CID Mite projects have been completely funded. The third project will be funded 

very soon. 
2. Consider attending the ‘Advent by Candlelight’ hosted by Concordia, Geneseo on November 24. Reservations are 

needed by Sunday, November 17. This is a free event. 
3. A discussion was held where to send our Christmas Sock money. Bev Peterson moved we give the Christmas 

Sock money to our Seminary Student. Motion received a second. Motion carried. 
4. Sherry Wechsler suggested we host a gift card baby shower for our seminary student and his wife at the birth of 

their second child. The baby was due October 28. Sherry Wechsler moved we host a gift card/money shower 
for Andrew Hill and his wife opening it to the congregation and adding $100 from the LWML mission 
money fund. Motion received a second. Motion carried. 

5. Sherry Wechsler has learned of a Thrivent member benefit for those who have lost a baby. It contains a booklet 
and blanket for the grieving parents. Sherry will order one to have on hand. 

6. Rev. Clausing and his family will be home on furlough next year and would like to visit St. John’s. The dates he 
suggested was June 3 or 4. June 3rd will work the best for us. It was suggested that we check with LWML Zone 
President, Mary Donegan to see if she might want to use this as a Zone Spring Event. Terri will contact Mary 
about this. St. John’s will host this event as we did previously. 

7. 2020 Officers for our group are as follows: President - Liz Neumann, V.P. – Margo Schillinger, Secretary – Terri 
Hock, Treasurer – Wanda Rahn (pending her acceptance). 
Our closing Mite devotion was for the next national Mite Grant, Lamp Ministries for $10,000. LAMP Ministry 

Inc. has ministered for nearly 50 years in northern Canada where many villages are reachable only by aircraft or 
seasonal roads. Currently, nearly one million Indigenous people live in these isolated areas with about half of them under 
the age of 14. The most alarming statistic is that over 15 percent of children and youth will actually take their own lives 
out of despair and hopelessness. When LAMP goes into these communities with VBS, Bible studies, and personal 
witnessing, these communities will have access to Christian education for faith in Christ. In order to fulfill their mission of 
sharing the gospel in the next few years, LAMP will need to expand their staff of full-time missionary pilots to four or five. 
LAMP will need to recruit and train 100 to 200 more volunteer missionaries committed to serve at least five years. This 
grant will provide the funds to help LAMP reach their goal.   

Our next meeting will be December 10 for our annual Christmas celebration. Officers will be in charge. Sherry 
Wechsler (aka Bob) served a resurrection angel food cake.                          Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 
 

MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 
“With God’s Little Ones” – Women’s Craft Center and Outdoor Shelter in Ankepaka, Madagascar. . . . . . . . . .   $2,500 
 Working with partners in the Malagasy Lutheran Church, this grant would construct and equip a 
women’s craft center where women and girls learn a variety of income-producing skills. Also constructed 
would be a larger, open-sided shelter where this Lutheran community could worship (they currently have no 
church building) and meet in all kinds of weather. 
 

                                             SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 The SS children are preparing for the Christmas Eve Program. Practices are each Sunday 
morning in December beginning at 8:30 am. There will be a ‘Dress Rehearsal’ December 22 at 6 pm. 
Please help your children learn any parts or songs during the week. It will make our practices go much 
smoother on Sunday mornings. Be sure to invite family members to worship with us Christmas Eve at 
6:30 pm. 

 Don’t forget to come to the Advent Festival on Saturday, November 30. Activities begin at 9 am. All ages are 
encouraged to attend. We will end with a lunch at about 12 pm. We need help decorating the 3 Christmas trees, making 
Christmas decorations and filling gift bags for the children and Shut-ins. 
 

       
 



ST JOHN 150TH TRIVIA QUIZ 
 The committee for the 150th celebration has decided that it would be fund to include some information in each 
monthly newsletter about the history of our congregation. It is important that we appreciate the way our church was 
founded by those German immigrants and the lengths they went to in assurance their families would be faithful to the 
teachings of the Gospel. 

1. In 1957 a building plan was presented to the congregation by the building committee to add on to the west and 
remodel the existing structure. The cost was to be (a) $100,000 (b) $125,000 (c) $250,000 (d) $300,000. 

2. Final cost of the new building was (a) $125,000 (b) $145,000 (c) $300,000. 
3. T or F  The church was dedicated June 12, 1960. 
4. T or F  In January 1961, Rev. Wessel accepted a call to Neenah, Wisconsin, to begin a mission there. 
5. After much discussion and many rejected calls, it was decided to call a student from the St. Louis seminary. On 

July 13, 1962, Rev. John D. Kessler was installed as pastor at St. John’s. He accepted a call to a church in 
Yorkville, IL in (a) 1965 (b) 1966 (c) 1967. 

 
                                                     YOUTH NEWS 
 Join us each week for Bible class which begins at 8:45 am Sunday mornings. All confirmed 
youth and friends are invited.  
 Watch the bulletin for the next youth event. A big thanks to all who helped with our cookout in 
November. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the 

necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety 
show what we care about. Our anxiety reveals what we love and to what we’re devoted. It 
reveals what we trust in. 

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one 
can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.” 
Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have them. He 
demonstrates this with a simple argument. 

Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He 
clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his 
glory. If, then, your Father in heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe 
you when you are worth more than they are? 

For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the 
price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did he 
descend and take on the form of a bird? No!  

He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He is one of us, 
our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious blood 
and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever. 

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we deserve 
because of it. He was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … for us. He was crucified for our 
transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has given His Son to die for us in 
order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give us all things to support this body and 
life? 

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about this and 
find security in it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because Jesus, the Son of God 
is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to believe that God – who created you, redeemed 
you by the death and resurrection of His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit – will not keep His promises of 
sustaining you in this life. 

Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule among us. 
His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe 



His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in 
the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and He 
promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So, 
seek after that. Those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be added to you. 
 

EVANGELISM 
Are you struggling to manage your money? Do you feel like your finances are spinning out of control? 

Does thinking about money launch you into stress, shame or even denial? You are not alone. Read the booklet 
written by someone who has struggles first-hand with financial failure to help you gain practical management 
tools and hope for your financial future. Get Managing Your Money; Financial Freedom" in the narthex tract 
rack. 

Thank God for bringing into your life friends who need to know Him.  Ask God to give you the courage and 
opportunities to tell them Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 Scott, Kathy, Samantha, Paul Welch – transferred membership to Immanuel Lutheran, Rock Island IL 
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, this 

congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever 
possible. There is no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer 
will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can pray for you or 

your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 

 
COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 

 During the month of December, we ask you remember those members who do not regularly worship each week. 
May the Holy Spirit work in their hearts and renew a desire to be in His word weekly and return to this congregation. 
  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 Throughout each month, please join the Council in praying for two families of St. John’s congregation. During 
the month of December, we pray for: Kyra Nash family, Haillie Miller. 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to their 

special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 



Drew Schillinger 
Cleone Loenser 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 

Steve Mooney 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Bob Esterlein 
Joyce Miller   

Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Bob Daniels 
John Neumann 
Barrett Hock 

Lillian Hock 
Marilyn Woods

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Rosemary Sternbeck (wife of Pastor David Sternbeck)  

Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Denny Brown (father of Denise Winchell) 
Colleen Sherbyn (friend of Sandy Rahn) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Paul Werner (brother of Dan Werner) 

MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

“The Lord is faithful through all generations, therefore we will tell of His mercy to our children.” 
 The verse above is our theme throughout this year of 2019. St. John’s Lutheran Church is celebrating a 
tremendous milestone of God’s faithfulness and blessings. During the year, we are focusing on the many gifts given to our 
ancestors and us throughout these many years. Not only do we look back, but we want to look forward as well. We have a 
great message to share. Our ancestors knew the importance of staying true to the Word of God and they eagerly shared 
this message of God’s grace through Jesus to their families, friends, surrounding communities and the world. We can do 
no less. May our voices speak in strength and boldness about our loving Heavenly Father and the salvation given to all 
who would believe in Christ Jesus.                                                             Answers to quiz: 1 (b), 2 (b), 3 & 4 are T, 5 (a) 
 

HAMMOND-HENRY HOSPITAL HEALTH SERIES 2019-2020 
 Hammond-Henry Hospital Foundation is planning two series of both Women’s Health and Men’s Health 
programs. Health professionals and other experts will offer information on a variety of topics affecting our health. 
 Women’s Health programs will be offered from 12 noon – 1 pm at the Cellar in Geneseo on the fourth Thursday 
of the month. The cost of the luncheon is $9.   

     Men’s Topic:  December 4, 2019. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arthritis 
 

 Reservations can be made by calling 309-944-9112 or email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by Tuesday prior to 
the program you wish to attend.  
 
 
 



The Camp CILCA Lowdown 
December, 2019 
217-487-7497 / camp@cilca.org / 4124 Camp Cilca Rd, Cantrall, IL 62625 
 
CILCA for Christmas! 2020 Summer Camp registration opens December 1! Give 
the gift of camp this Christmas to someone you love. Register by Christmas Day and 

receive a 10% discount. You can also order camp swag (hoodies, hats, & more) if you contact the office 
before December 15th.    
 
January 26, 2020: Annual Banquet Join Camp CILCA at Our Savior’s in Springfield to celebrate 70 years of outdoor 
blessings with Guest Speaker Rev Jonathan Fisk! The night includes great food from Nelson’s Catering, musical 
entertainment, Rev Fisk, and a presentation about the camp. Tickets are $40 and can be reserved by contacting the camp 
office by January 23rd.  
 
February 28-29, 2020: Men’s Woodcutters Retreat ~ Bring your chainsaw, ax, log-splitter, and Bible to cut down trees, 
split wood, and study God’s Word. This year’s study will focus on Sermon on the Mount, led by Pastor Theilen. 
Participants stay in the hotel-style rooms of the Christian Growth Center.  A $30 donation will cover all meals and 
lodging.  

Willing Workers Still Needed 
Summer Program Counselors: Do you know a well-catechized, college-age Lutheran? Would 
they enjoy a fast-paced summer enjoying God’s creation and teaching campers about Jesus? Send 
them to www.cilca.org to apply to work as a summer counselor. Applications must be in by 
February 12.    
 
Part-Time Cook/Kitchen Assistant: CILCA is still in need of a part-time cook to help with 
Outdoor Education and the Summer Camp program. 10-30 hours per week. $12-$14 per hour. 
Contact the camp office to apply. 
 
Find out more on-line at www.cilca.org                                                          Email camp@cilca.org / Call 217-487-7497 
 

Camp CILCA exists to foster and strengthen faith in Jesus Christ and relationships with others in a unique 
outdoor setting. 

 
 
 
 

 

A BLESSED CHRISTMAS  
& 

A JOYOUS NEW YEAR 
 

         PASTOR NERUD 
 

                    TERRI HOCK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
Christmas Prac. 8:30 am 
    SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

2 3 4 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

5 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Ladies Aid 1:30 pm 
Elders 6:00  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7:00 pm 

6 7 

8 
Christmas Prac. 8:30 am 
    SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

9 
Circuit Winkel 9 am 
  @ St. John’s Edford 

10 
LWML/Men’s Bible 
                Study 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

11 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

12 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

13 14 

15 
Christmas Prac. 8:30 am 
    SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

16 17 
Council meeting 7 pm 

18 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

19 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 

20 21 

22 
Christmas Prac. 8:30 am 
    SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
     Dress Rehearsal 6 pm 

23 24        Christmas Eve  
        Service 6:30 pm 

25  
Christmas Day Worship/ 
                 Comm. 10 am 

IMMANUEL 

GOD WITH US! 

26 
OFFICE CLOSED 

27 
 

28 

29 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

30 31     
New Years’ Eve  
               Service 6 pm 

ELDER 
Larry Hock 

ACOLYTE 
Carter Eastburn 

USHERS 
Timothy Wolfe 
Kristy Wolfe 
Kara Wolfe 

Marilyn Woods 

 

2019 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE 
CLASS - 8:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy Communion 

 
Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24th 6:30 pm      New Year’s Eve Service, Dec. 31st 6 pm 
Christmas Day Service w/ Communion 10 am 


