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Based upon Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
 

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
 

P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 119 Aleph  
            1 Blessed are those whose way is blameless,  
             who walk in the law of the L !  
 2  Blessed are those who keep his testimonies,  
             who seek him with their whole heart,  
 3  who also do no wrong,  
             but walk in his ways!  
 4  You have commanded your precepts  
             to be kept diligently.  
 5  Oh that my ways may be steadfast  
             in keeping your statutes!  
 6  Then I shall not be put to shame,  
             having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.  
 7  I will praise you with an upright heart,  
             when I learn your righteous rules.  
           8  I will keep your statutes;  
             do not utterly forsake me!    
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

The Readings 
Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading              Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                                               Matthew 21:23–32 
 

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what au-
thority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or 
from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.  

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, 
‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he went 
to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did 
not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to 
you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, 
you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 



where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Catechism 
     Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

          The Sixth Commandment 
C   You shall not commit adultery. 
 

      What does this mean? 
      We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually  
       pure and decent life in what we say and do, and husband  
       and wife love and honor each other. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
Office Hymn: 655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

Sermon 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 



Prayer of the Church 
P       Almighty and eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence 

by all people everywhere, we give You humble and sincere 
thanks for the innumerable blessings that You have bestowed 
on us without any merit or worthiness on our part. 
     We praise You especially for preserving for us Your sav-
ing Word and the holy Sacraments. Grant and preserve to 
Your holy Church throughout the world purity of doctrine, 
and provide faithful pastors to preach Your Word with pow-
er. Help all who hear the Word rightly to understand and tru-
ly to believe it. Send laborers into Your harvest, and open the 
door of faith to those who do not know You. In mercy, bring 
to repentance the enemies of Your Church, and grant them 
amendment of life. Protect and defend Your Church in all 
tribulation and danger. Strengthen us and all fellow Chris-
tians to set our hope fully on the grace revealed in Christ, and 
help us to fight the good fight of faith that in the end we may 
receive the salvation of our souls. 
     Bestow Your grace on all nations of the earth. Bless espe-
cially our country, its inhabitants, and all who are in authori-
ty. Let Your glory dwell in our land that mercy and truth, 
righteousness and peace may abound in all places. We com-
mend to You the care of our schools so that our children may 
grow in useful knowledge and Christian virtue and thus bring 
forth wholesome fruits of life. 
     Graciously defend us from all calamity by fire and water, 
from war and pestilence, from scarcity and famine, and from 
every other evil. Protect and prosper all who labor in their 
rightful callings, and let all useful arts flourish among us. Be 
the God and Father of the lonely and the forsaken, the helper 
of the sick and needy, the comforter of the distressed and 
those who sorrow. We pray especially for Claris, Joseph, 
Pam, Paula, Jim and Shirley, Don, John, Bob, Betty, Dick, 
Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Jodi, 
Mike, Virginia, Jim, Chuck and his family, Marilyn, Casey, 
Jim, Mike, Drew, Kathleen, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, and 
Karen, and we offer You our thanks and praise for the heal-
ing You have given to Luke and Marilyn and ask that Your 
ongoing care be upon them. 
     Accept, we implore You, our bodies and souls, our hearts 
and minds, our talents and powers, together with the offer-
ings we bring before You as our humble service. 

     As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by true 
faith and a godly life to prepare for the world to come, doing 
the work You have given us to do while it is day, before the 
night comes when no one can work. And when our last hour 
comes, support us by Your power, and receive us into Your 
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all hon-

or and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience 
and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 



 

Closing Hymn: 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus   

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001251 
Tune: Public domain  

 
Silent Prayer 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 
Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 
Videographer: Joel Werling 
 
Ushers:  Don Hock Family 
 
Organist: John Neumann 
 
Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
   Epistle: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
   Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-27 
 
WE PRAY: Eternal God, whose will must be acknowledged and whose desire 
must be obeyed lest we perish, free us from ourselves for repentance, fill us 
from Yourself with faith, and guide us in our reconciliation into all good works; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God 
with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME BACK TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 



OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

  WEEKLY OFFERING 
Offering                                                    $2,708.25 
Weekly income needed per 2020 Budget                                    $4,011.98 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Wednesday     6:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     6:00 pm Elders meeting 
      7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday    8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
           

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 

MATTHEW 21:26 – “But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd …” Foolish Pharisees! They fear men more than they fear God, and so 
they miss out on the great blessing of knowing Jesus and His love. All our sins 
are like this: we fear something more than we fear God. And how foolish that 
is! Just think of the blessings we miss out on whenever we place our fear or 
trust in something other than God  

 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Rejoice in God’s goodness in Christ as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for Christian parents, that they would model forgiveness and 
raise their children in the Christ faith. Pray that Jesus would return quickly, that 
sin and death will soon be finally defeated, and God’s people will dwell with 
Him forever. 
  

ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Faye Piepho—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Faye and ask 
your blessing on her. 
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 

Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Bob Esterlein  Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa   
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 
Dick Fornasiere (brother-in-law of Sherry Wechsler) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“As Christians, we understand better than most that life is weighted with pro-
found suffering and buoyed by eternal hope. As such, it’s time to raise our chil-
dren to appreciate what a big, beautiful struggle parenthood is and that it simply 
cannot happen without offering compassion, love, and grace to children still in 
the womb and to the mothers and fathers who view the scales more filled with 
suffering than hope.” Tawnia Hoehne, Frazee, Minnesota – A Life Quote from 
Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27, 2020 
Sermon Text: Matthew 21:23-32 (Gospel) 
Other Texts: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (Old Testament Reading); Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 (Epistle)  
 

“Denying Grace?” 
 
Dearest saints, grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father through faith in Christ 
Jesus the Lord. 
 
Our Gospel reading takes place on Tuesday morning of what we call Passion, or Holy, Week, 
very likely March 31, AD 33. Two days earlier Jesus made His Triumphal Entry, being hailed as 
the Messiah, the Son of David, by the crowds, and the previous day He had cleansed the temple 
from those who were making His house of prayer into a den of robbers.i So on this morning as 
He enters the temple precincts He is met by a delegation of the Jewish ruling council, including 
chief priest (mostly Sadducees), scribes (mostly Pharisees), and elders who represented the 
laity.ii And they are not happy with Him. 
 
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”iii On one level, 
this question was proper. After all, it was up to the ruling council in general, and the religious 
leaders, the priests and the scribes, in particular, to investigate those who were preaching and 
teaching the people, just as a pastor today is called by God to make pronouncements and 
judgments upon religious teachings and those who teach them.iv  
 
These men, however, were not there to do their God-given duty, but instead to seek something, 
anything, with which to trap Jesus and so remove Him. For these noble, religious men, being 
untouched by Jesus’ tender compassion and unmoved by His miracles, have been seeking to kill 
Him for almost three years now.v Therefore, we recognize, as did our dear Lord, that their 
questioning of His authority was not sincere, at least not in the sense of carrying out their 
vocation, but only in the sense of sincerely hating Him and trying to eliminate Him!  
 
Jesus, being the promised final Prophet, yes God Himself in the flesh, will not play their foolish 
games. “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you 
by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven 
or from man?”vi At first this might seem rather out of the blue, but actually this is a powerful trap 
of His own as proven by the religious leaders’ response.  
 
For to say from where John the Baptist’s ministry came was to declare its authority. And so they 
are put into a tight spot, for if they say heaven, that is, from God, Jesus will say why didn’t you 
believe John? Believe him in the sense of repenting of their sins, certainly. But more importantly, 
believe him in his declaration that Jesus is the greater one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit 
and fire, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, the one who will judge the 
world, gathering the wheat into the barn of heaven, but throwing the chaff into the unquenchable 
fire of hell.vii In other words, if they believed John, they would believe in Jesus as their Lord! 
But they do not since they did not believe John. But, as the majority of the people believed John 
to be a prophet, to say his authority was merely human would endanger their ongoing authority 
and, quite possibly, their safety. So they respond, “We do not know.”viii 



2 
 

 
What a copout! After all, when John the Baptist began his baptizing and teaching, the Jewish 
council had sent members to investigate him for the very purpose of determining the authority of 
his ministry.ix Their pathetic answer proves them to be completely incompetent in their vocation, 
thereby removing any responsibility for Jesus to answer them. So the one greater than Solomon 
follows his predecessor’s proverb, “Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him 
yourself”!x Instead, He speaks a short parable and asks them a simple question. 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward 
he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. 
And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his 
father?”xi 
 
The answer is obvious, and so they answer, “The first.” To which Jesus then replies,  
“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of 
God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did 
not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even 
when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.”xii 

 
A simple reading of this parable might be something like, “actions speak louder than words,” or 
“faith without works is dead.”xiii That is, while the first son was in initial rebellion, he eventually 
came around and did the father’s bidding, whereas the second, while giving fine lip-service, 
never followed through. And there is some validity to that. After all, those tax collectors, 
prostitutes, and other sinners who heard John’s message in faith did bear the fruits of repentance 
by turning away from their sins and returning to the law and the good works it commands. We 
think of the Apostle John’s first letter, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed 
and in truth.”xiv To simply say, “I believe” but to not have the deeds of a changed life follow do 
rightly indicate that such “belief” is not saving faith, but mere religious head knowledge which 
even the demons have.xv Clearly, a heart renewed by faith will be reflected in a renewed life.  
 
Yet, while that is true, it is also true that such is not really what this parable is about as the 
context shows. Consider it like this. On which son will judgment fall? The second. Why? 
Because he did not do the Father’s will. What is the Father’s will? Jesus told us the day after His 
miraculous feeding of the 5,000 men, saying, “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.”xvi So also, following this very parable Jesus says, “For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.”xvii 
 
My friends, this parable is not really about true faith having works while false faith does not. 
Again, such is true. And one can rightly assume that the first son, having come to true repentance 
has had his rebellion washed away and so begins to live accordingly. But the point of this parable 
is that it is doing the Father’s will that is important, and that will is believing in the Son. And so 
the religious leaders are condemned for their denying God’s righteousness in which John had 
come, the righteousness of God which is received by faith alone in His Son. 
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Morally speaking, the religious leaders, especially the Pharisees, were good people. The tax 
collectors and prostitutes were not. Yet they were entering the kingdom while the religious 
leaders were not. Why? They rejected God’s righteousness in Christ. They denied needing it 
themselves. But more, they denied that all those “filthy sinners” could receive it so easily. They 
would not accept that simply believing was enough, sure that more had to be required.  
 
Do not we religious people also struggle with this? Oh sure, we’ll sing “Amazing Grace,” we’ll 
say it’s one of our favorite hymns, wanting it at our funeral, but then we might find ourselves 
having a hard time actually presenting its truth towards “those sinners out there.” Oh sure, we’ll 
tell them that Jesus died for them and God forgives them for their sins. But then the stipulations 
start entering, “Of course, you do need to straighten out your life and clean up your act.” And 
suddenly Amazing Grace is “God helps those who help themselves,” that well-known Bible 
verse that, unfortunately, is not actually in the Bible!xviii 
 
Friends in Christ, every time we add conditions, changes, and works in order to receive grace we 
indicate we despise it. By such our witness to Christ becomes a witness to “pick yourselves up 
by the bootstraps.” Our invitation into the Church of God becomes an invitation into our own 
little holy people club to which they may belong if they follow the rules we’ve set up. 
Ultimately, by despising His grace, denying it to others, we end up like the second son, speaking 
the right words, but not doing the Father’s will and so coming under judgment ourselves! 
 
Maybe someone right now is thinking, “Pastor’s a bit off here. After all, we know you need to 
repent, to turn from sin. He’s making it sound like you don’t need to do that.” (Too easy?!) But 
am I? Have I denied repentance and bearing the fruit thereof? Did I not earlier clearly state that 
such is needed lest any abuse grace by continuing in sin? But abusing grace is not the only sin 
one can commit. One can also deny grace. Deny it to those who need it, because our list of 
conditions requires them to earn God’s gracious forgiveness. An idea which can only come from 
a mind that denies grace to itself, for it is filled with pride that arrogantly believes that it has 
already earned such by its own changed, religious life and works, just like a good Pharisee. 
 
Dear Christians, beware of denying grace to a poor, miserable sinner by adding requirements, 
even that of changes. Of course, such must happen, but such can only come after the sinner has 
been washed in grace which requires nothing but simple faith, that is, certain trust that their sins 
are already forgiven them. Beware of denying grace, lest when the Law crushes your pride, 
which it eventually will, Satan then shows you just how unimpressive your works truly are in the 
scales of God’s holiness. For when that happens, only the confidence that God’s grace has 
always put Christ’s perfect work over and against our shabby works, has always put faith in 
Christ as the sole requirement for receiving it, that is, receiving Christ’s completed and perfect 
work as your own, only that grace will pull you through Satan’s all too true accusations. By 
grace, you will be able to stand on the Day of Judgment, one more sinner forgiven by 
ridiculously Amazing Grace who, like the rest, are reveling in the fact that the last are first 
through faith alone in the Christ who has all divine authority, even that to save sinners like us! 
 
God preserve that faith in us all. Amen!    
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i Matthew 21:12-13. 
ii Matthew only notes the chief priests and the elders, but Mark (11:27) records that the scribes were present as well. 
iii Matthew 21:23. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted.  
iv E.g. Titus 1:9. 
v Chronologically, the earliest reference to the religious leaders seeking to kill Jesus is John 5:18, which would have 
taken place in 30 AD. 
vi Matthew 21:24-25. 
vii Matthew 3:11-12; John 1:29. 
viii Matthew 21:27. 
ix John 1:19-28. 
x Proverbs 26:4; see Matthew 12:42. 
xi Matthew 21:28-31a. 
xii Matthew 21:31b-32. 
xiii See James 2:17. 
xiv 1 John 3:18. 
xv See James 2:18-19. 
xvi John 6:40 (emphasis mine). 
xvii Matthew 21:32. 
xviii This is common misperception that many Christians have. Neither is this verse, nor anything like it found in 
Scripture. 


