
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
March 28, 2021             Palm Sunday/ Sunday of the Passion 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting One, Lutheran Service Book p. 151. 

Procession of Palms 
Stand 
Greeting 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

 

Collect 
 

P Let us pray.  
 Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in 

their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when 
He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him 
as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet 
Him with trusting and steadfast hearts, and follow Him in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel          John 12:12-19 

      12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches 
of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King 
of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as 
it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when 
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had 
been written about him and had been done to him. 17The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb 

and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The 
reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he 
had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You 
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after 
him.”   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. 

 

Processional Hymn: 443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna   

 
Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                           Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26  
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the L ! 
 We bless you from the house of the L . 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient  
   doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
     The L , strong and mighty, the L , mighty in battle! 



Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient  
   doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
 The L  of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the L ! 
 We bless you from the house of the L . 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer 
death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the 
example of His great humility and patience and be made par-
takers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                   Zechariah 9:9-12, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Gradual                                                    Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a    
[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of his  
    own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant,  
 so that those who are called may receive the promised  
   eternal inheritance. 
He sent redemption to his people; 
 he has commanded his covenant forever.  

 

Epistle                                       Philippians 2:5-11, on back of bulletin  
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day                                                                            Philippians 2:8b  
           P   He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of  
       death,    
           C   even death on a cross.  
 

Holy Gospel                                             Mark 15:1-47, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
          dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life T everlas ng. Amen.  

Sit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor   

 
Sermon 
               

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Lord Jesus Christ, our gracious and glorious King, on that 
first Palm Sunday You came in triumph to Jerusalem with 
people shouting their “Hosannas” and little children singing 
Your praise. But You did not come to reign over an earthly 
kingdom. You came as the Prince of Peace to lay down Your 
life on Calvary for the sins of the world. Through the sacri-
fice You made, God and sinners are reconciled. Savior and 
King, accept our humble thanks for giving the kingdom of 
heaven to us sinners. 

 O Lamb of God, who came to suffer and die, come now as 
King into our hearts to reign. Rule us with Your grace, for-
giving all our sins. Cleanse our hearts from sin and unbelief 
and doubt with the purifying fire of Your Word and the Holy 
Spirit that we would serve only righteousness. Give us faith 
to trust You, courage to confess You, strength to bear our 
crosses, and zeal to follow You all the days of our lives. 

 O Savior, whose tender heart was filled with such love for 
lost sinners that You even wept over an unbelieving Jerusa-
lem, knowing the terrible judgment that would befall it, fill us 
with compassion for all those sinners who because of unbe-
lief and love of sin are still traveling the broad road to dam-
nation. May we feel compelled to witness Your saving name 
at every opportunity, and to join with others in sending mis-
sionaries far and near to preach the gospel to every person.  

 O Physician of soul and body, we bring before You the sick, 
distressed and needy, especially Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, 
Paula, Jim, Don, John, Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, 
Derek, Harley, Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, 
Jodi, Glenn, Mike, Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, 
Drew, Kathleen, Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, Seth, and 
Karen. Grant them Your abiding comfort in every circum-
stance, and teach us all, even as we seek Your gift of earthly 
healing and deliverance, to always long for the fulness of 
such in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.   

 Though many who once shouted “Hosanna” later denied You 
and doubtless joined in crying “crucify Him,” fill us, we pray, 
with Your Holy Spirit, that we may never deny You, but con-
fess You with our words and glorify You by holy living. May 
we ever fight the good fight of faith and so behold You in 
Your glorious heavenly kingdom. Until that Day, direct our 
prayers through Your intercession to the heavenly throne 
where they are heard because in You the Father is well 
pleased. Hear us, blessed Jesus, our Redeemer and King.  

 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Collect 
 

P Let us pray.  
 O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Almighty, who for our sakes 

did humble Yourself and take upon Yourself the form of a 
servant, we implore You, rule us by Your Holy Spirit, that we 
may not be offended at Your lowliness, but heartily believe 
that by Your obedience even unto death upon the cross You 
have redeemed us from the wrath of God and from eternal 
death, and keep us steadfast in such faith and in Christian hu-
mility, that we also may finally be exalted with You and 
made partakers of Your glory, who lives and reigns with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Carl Freeman  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Cole Freeman, Kayci Freeman 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 
   Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 
 

WE PRAY: Hosanna to You, redeeming Lord, whose procession of triumph 
came to its climax on the hill of Calvary, for You, who are truly the Son of God, 
held steady to Your course until in dying You accomplished Your holy purpose 
of the world’s redemption: Hosanna to the Son of the living God! Who with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit alone are worthy of our praise and adoration, one 
God with dominion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 



LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—   Adult Bible Class—13     Worship—60 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $2,470.26 
Lenten Offerings                         Cristo Rey—$95                                $   475.00 
Weekly Budget needed                                    $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Thursday     7:00 pm Maundy Thursday worship/Comm 
Friday      7:00 pm Good Friday Tenebrae 
Next Sunday     7:00 am Easter Divine Worship/Communion 
                    
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
Zechariah 9:9 – “Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” No king ever rode to war like this. But no king had ever come to 
wage battle by dying. In His Passion, our Lord Jesus gives everything He has 
and is; He does this to bring us from death to life and to make us His own peo-
ple. And He also does all this to show us an example of self-giving love for us 
to follow. 
 
HOLY WEEK—No confirmation class will be held this week. Please set aside 
time for worship on Maundy Thursday for worship, Holy Communion and the 
stripping of the sanctuary. Good Friday will be the Tenebrae Service. Both ser-
vices begin at 7 pm.  
 
EASTER DIVINE WORSHIP/HOLY COMMUNION will begin at 7 am 
Easter Sunday. Masks and social distancing will be required. No Easter Break-
fast will be served because of health safety concerns. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember the centrality of God’s Word as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for sound doctrine throughout to world, that God would pre-
serve the truth of His Word against false teachings. 
  

ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Joel Werling—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be 
so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Joel, 
Jaime, Nicole, and Matthew and ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Seth Winchell 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Good Friday shows us—in case there was any doubt before—that something is 
wrong with the world, something worth mourning deeply … There will be a 
time when God wipes all of these tears from our eyes. We are not there yet, but 
we can surely take heart in the knowledge that God is close to the brokenheart-



ed.” Derek Caldwell, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

Summer 2021 
 

Members of St. John’s! 
Send Your Child or Grandchild 
For Half of the Cost Through  
St. John’s Scholarship Fund! 

If You Register Your Youth by March 31st,  
They Will Receive A Camp CILCA Draw String Backpack! 

 

  
 

Call the Church Office to Register   
at 309-949-2516 

LERT VOLUNTEER Training 
 

Saturday, April 24 
9:00am – 3:00pm 
Registration begins at 8:30am 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
1450 30th Avenue, East Moline 

 
Registration fee is $35*   

Checks to St. John’s Service Projects, 1450 30th Ave, East Moline, IL   61244 
*If you are LERT certified, the event is considered continuing education 

therefore there is no charge for the training.  If you wish to receive a new book and t-shirt, 
the cost is $15. 

 
Please join us for the Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) volunteer training.  This is 
part of a Synod-wide disaster response program under the direction of LCMS Disaster 
Response.    

 
After a brief introduction regarding the goals and theological ra-
tionale of Disaster Response, the LERT volunteer training will ad-
dress the following areas: Christian Care in Times of Disaster, A 
Ministry of Presence, At the Work Site (Debris Clean Up, Tarp and 
Patch, Flood and Mud Clean Up, Chainsaw Safety, and Necessary 
Paperwork). 
 
AGE:  14 years and older can take the class & become certified.  However, un-
der 18 must be with a certified parent at deployment.   
 
Register by April 10!!  All workshop participants (new & current LERT members) will 
need to fill out a digital registration form which is available online.  

 
To Register click here or copy/paste the Online Link:   

https://www.lcms-lert.org/need/detail/?need_id=571645 
       

Look in the Needs Section, Course Code: 0082           
The link is on St. John’s Facebook Page as well.   

 
Questions, Carrie Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com, 309-523-3330 
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Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 
March 28, 2021 
Sermon Text: John 12:12–19 (Processional Gospeli) 
Other Texts: Zechariah 9:9-12 (Old Testament Reading); Philippians 2:5-11 (Epistle) 
  

“The King We Need” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the king of Israel!”ii With 
these words the pilgrim crowds gathered for the annual Passover welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem, 
and the words leave little doubt as to their meaning. The people are doing exactly what the 
religious leaders feared they would do; they were hailing Jesus as the Lord’s promised coming 
King of Israel, that is, the Messiah (Christ).iii   
 
They lay their cloaks before Him, submitting to Him. They lay palm branches before Him, 
confessing their faith in Him, that He would win the victory over their enemies and by His 
victory, bring deliverance and salvation to God’s faithful people. Have no doubt: their zeal is 
sincere, their joy is real, and their declaration is true, for Jesus willingly receives it, even saying, 
“I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”iv Yes, this is Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into His city, His declaring His kingship.    
 
But that sincere zeal and real joy would not last long. For five days later many of the crowd who 
had sincerely cried “Hosanna!” would join with their religious leaders and sincerely cry 
“Crucify!” The ecstatic joy of the disciples and the crowds replaced by fierce anger in the 
crowds, and overwhelming sorrow in the faithful who did not join in the cry of “Crucify!”   
 
Oh what sorrow, what tragedy! What possibly could have caused such a drastic public opinion 
change in such a short time? Dear Christians, here we have a great example of the power and 
danger of false teaching, the evil that the devil works through such. For the Jews knew of the 
Messiah, longed for Him, but their understanding had become skewed. 
 
Over five hundred years before Jesus’ triumphal entry, the prophet Zechariah had foretold that 
the Messiah would be a great king, ruling to the ends of the earth. He prophesied that His coming 
would bring peace for His people, removing chariot, warhorse and battle bow from them, 
symbolized by His riding a donkey’s colt instead of a warhorse or in a chariot. And so the people 
longed for the great peace of His kingdom.  
 
But here is where the confusion had set in. The false teaching that had gained popularity during 
the intertestamental time had morphed the Jew’s understanding of the Messiah. They were being 
taught that the Messiah’s kingdom would be an earthly kingdom, His battle would be primarily 
against their flesh and blood enemies, such as the Greeks, Romans and other Gentiles, the result 
being a restored earthly nation of Israel, centered in Jerusalem, and a return to glory days under 
David and Solomon, yet far greater still.       
 
So imagine their joy when Jesus performs His miracles. He can feed thousands of people with 
one boy’s lunch. He can control the powers of nature. He can heal every sickness of the people. 
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He can even raise the dead, as he had Lazarus just a few days earlier! They rightly see that these 
miracles point to Jesus being the Messiah, but due to the false teachings that they had heard and 
believed, they saw such as the proof that neither Rome, nor any other Gentile nation could 
withstand them. Knowing the Messiah’s kingdom to be eternal, they would finally be free 
forever! In fact, Israel would dominate the world, with Gentiles coming to them in subservience, 
bringing them their riches instead of taking from the Jews as had happened so many times and 
was still happening! Such was how the false teachers had been explaining the prophets to them. 
 
But then Jesus is arrested. He doesn’t call His followers to battle and so initiate the kingdom. He 
doesn’t use His miraculous powers. In fact, He doesn’t even resist at all. He is totally humiliated, 
spit on and beaten by the religious leaders and worse, mocked and flogged by the hated Romans. 
Had they not suffered enough humiliation throughout the centuries from Gentiles: Egypt, 
Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, and now Rome! Jesus had gotten their hopes up. They hailed 
Him as Messiah, believing Him to be the one to redeem Israel.v So when He showed Himself to 
be a failure, a fraud, their dashed hopes brought forth a rage within them.    
 
The false teaching was subtle. For the Jews were not wrong that the Lord’s Messiah would come 
to do battle, and that by His victory He would bring peace to God’s people in His kingdom. Their 
mistake was understanding what kind of kingdom the Messiah’s would be, who His battle would 
be fought against, what His peace would consist of, and who would be included in His kingdom. 
Yes, the false teaching was subtle, but totally devastating, leading them to reject their Messiah, 
thereby losing the benefits of His victory, losing their place within and the peace of His 
kingdom. 
 
The Messiah came to fight a battle, truly one of cosmic proportion. He battles not mere flesh and 
blood, but the spiritual forces of darkness.vi Yes, as Zechariah proclaimed, He battles to free the 
captives, but not from Rome or any other temporary ruler in this life, but from the people’s real 
enemies of sin, death, and the devil, the ones who would hold them captive in spirit now and in 
hell forever. He battles to bring real peace, one greater than any worldly peace, for it transcends 
all political, national, and ethnic boundaries, transcending the world and even time! 
 
Jesus declared before Pontus Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.”vii His kingdom is a 
spiritual kingdom, and so the peace He brings is one in our innermost beings, in our consciences 
and hearts. For the peace He has won is the peace between the almighty Creator, the holy God, 
and those who have broken His Law, transgressed His commandments, who have lived for 
themselves, their own way, instead of His way for Him and others. Yes, the Messiah has won 
peace, peace between sinners and God. A peace which lasts forever, for His kingdom lasts 
forever. A kingdom not of this world, but of the next, the new heavens and the new earth where 
the internal peace with God will be fully realized externally as well in heaven’s glory, being 
enjoyed in both body and soul. A kingdom not limited to ethnic Jews, but for all people, all who 
humble themselves in true repentance for their sins and in absolute trust in the Messiah for 
forgiveness and salvation, reflected in a holy life produced by such sincere repentance and faith. 
 
Jesus is the Messiah, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy. Not merely by riding a donkey, though 
such is the literal fulfillment emphasized by John. But that visible fulfilment declares the 
spiritual truth, His rescuing the spiritual captives of the devil, those enslaved by sin’s power. For 
rescuing sinners is a spiritual war, one that could not be fought with swords, whether human or 
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angelic. It could only be fought by God. And so God comes in the incarnate person of His Son, 
the King who saves His people not by force of arms, but by sacrificing Himself for them.   
 
It is no coincidence that Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the same day that the 
sacrificial Passover lamb was chosen, for He comes as the Lamb of God who by His sacrificial 
death takes away the sin of the world. And so sin’s captives have been released from the 
darkness of guilt, freed from the devil’s accusations, for the sins we are accused of are gone, 
washed away by the shed blood of the true Paschal Lamb, Jesus. And so our conscience is at 
peace with God! Truly Jesus’ Passion was His great battle, and the cross was His weapon, as He 
fought to free the captives and bring us into His kingdom! 
 
Our King continues to care for and protect us in our body. But, even more, He does so in our 
soul. For the body will follow where the soul leads, either to heaven or hell. So the caring for the 
soul is the King’s highest priority, and must, therefore, be ours as well. And so, the King who 
entered Jerusalem humbly on a donkey in order to save us, still comes to us in the humble means 
of words proclaimed by a frail sinner, and words connected to humble water poured over a head, 
and simple bread eaten and wine drunk to bring us into His eternal kingdom and keep us in it by 
faith until we die.   
 
So let us remember that we have not been baptized for earthly power, riches, or ease of life. 
Truly, that is the way of the world. One need not be baptized to receive such and, in all 
likelihood, baptism may mean not having such, at least if one remains faithful to their baptism 
into Christ. Instead, we have been baptized into the humble, suffering King. We have been 
baptized into Christ’s death, to live under the cross by dying to ourselves through Christian self-
discipline and self-denial, through enduring trials and suffering in this life, persecution as 
Christians, perhaps even martyrdom for our following the King.   
 
Yet, such does not deter us! For we have also been baptized into Christ’s resurrection, and so we 
too will share in the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Jesus has won for us an 
eternal kingdom, where we will be forever happy, free of all sin, all weaknesses, illnesses, and 
infirmities, where sorrow, suffering and death will be forever past, forever forgotten. 
 
Jesus is the King we need. Unlike rulers of this world, He does not lord Himself over us, but 
lovingly serves us, dealing tenderly with us weak sinners, forgiving, healing, and restoring us. 
He has rescued us from hell, has given us peace with God even now in the midst of the strife of 
this fallen world, and gives us the hope of living forever in the world to come. So let’s not let our 
“Hosanna!” turn to “Crucify!” Released from Satan’s tyranny, cleansed from unbelief and sin, let 
us live in thanksgiving and joy as His faithful subjects now. In confident faith, let us patiently 
bear our crosses, boldly confess our Lord, zealously turn from sin to holiness, living each day as 
a witness to His name in the certain hope of the eternal kingdom until our King finally welcomes 
us into it.   
 
May God, for the sake of His grace in Christ our King, make it so for us all.  Amen!   
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i This is the Gospel reading appointed for the Procession with Palms.  The main Gospel reading appointed for this 
Passion Sunday is Mark 15:1-47. 
ii John 12:13.  All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean “anointed one.”   
iv Luke 19:40. 
v Cf. Luke 24:21. 
vi Cf. John 12:31-32; Ephesians 6:12. 
vii John 18:36. 


