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Based upon Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
Hymn of Invocation: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing  

 

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merci-
ful,  

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and He 
relents over disaster. 

P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,  
C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.  
P Christ was wounded for our transgressions.  
C He was bruised for our iniquities.  
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 107:10-22 
 

10Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 prisoners in affliction and in irons, 
11for they had rebelled against the words of God, 
 and spurned the counsel of the Most High. 
 

12So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; 
 they fell down, with none to help. 
13Then they cried to the L  in their trouble, 
 and he delivered them from their distress. 
 

14He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
 and burst their bonds apart. 
15Let them thank the L  for his steadfast love, 
 for his wondrous works to the children of men! 
 

16For he shatters the doors of bronze 
 and cuts in two the bars of iron. 
17Some were fools through their sinful ways, 
 and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; 
 

18they loathed any kind of food, 
 and they drew near to the gates of death. 
19Then they cried to the L  in their trouble, 
 and he delivered them from their distress. 
 

20He sent out his word and healed them, 



 and delivered them from their destruction. 
21Let them thank the L  for his steadfast love, 
 for his wondrous works to the children of men! 
 

22And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 
 and tell of his deeds in songs of joy!  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

The Readings 
Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading                    Numbers 21:4-9, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                        Ephesians 2:1-10, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand  
 

Holy Gospel                                             John 3:14-21, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Right-

eous One.  
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 

sins of the people.  
 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 
is covered.  

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 
sins of the people.  

 

P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Right-
eous One.  

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the 
sins of the people.  

 

Catechism 
     Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

          Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

The First Article 
Creation 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
What does this mean? 
I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house 
and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He 
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support 
this body and life. 
 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 



goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 
Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
 

Office Hymn: 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 
That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally!  

 

Sermon 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our 

cleansed and renewed heart and with all our mind, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout 

the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the 
calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dan-

gerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, 

especially, Lonnie, Linda, Joseph, Pam, Paula, Jim, Don, 
John, Lois, Betty, Justin, Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, 
Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s Family, Crystal, Jodi, Glenn, Mike, 
Virginia, Jim, John, Marilyn, Jim, Laurie, Drew, Kathleen, 
Glenda, Kelly, Carolyn, Carolyn, Seth, and Karen, that they 
would be hid in the shelter of Christ, our light and salvation; 
and that God would keep them from falling into faithless fear 
in their day of trouble, upholding them in His peace, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For us and all Christians, that God, who made us alive in 

Christ though we were dead in our sins, would cause His 
Spirit to be at work within us; that we would not carry out the 
sinful desires of our bodies and minds but be His workman-



ship in Christ Jesus; and that we would walk in the good 
works He has prepared for us to do in Him, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, that 

they be met as needed now until we enter the fulness of the 
bounty of the new heavens and earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, 
You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs 
of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge 
Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, 
and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience 
and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart: 424 O Christ, You Walked the Road   
 

 
Silent Prayer 
 
Acknowledgements 
Hymn 421: Tune and Text: Public domain 
Hymn 571: Tune and Text: Public domain 
Hymn 424: Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.   
                             110001251; Tune: Public domain  
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, Eng-

lish Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Carl Freeman  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Cole Freeman, Kayci Freeman 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 
   Epistle: Ephesians 2:1-10  
   Holy Gospel: John 3:14-21 
 

WE PRAY: God of glory,, God of mercy, who by the Spirit and the Word has 
made us new creatures in Christ Jesus, impel us by that same Spirit and Word to 
live lives equal to Your blessing, that there be no doubt whose workmanship we 
are; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one 
God with dominion over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

Spring Quarter Portal of Prayers are now available. 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—18   Adult Bible Class—14     Worship—62 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $4,370.00 
Lenten Services                                                                                  $   460.00                      
Cristo Rey                                                                                       $   101.00 
Weekly Budget needed                         $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
      5:15 pm Lenten supper 
      7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Thursday     1:30 pm Adult Bible Class 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                    
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
EPHESIANS 2:10 – “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them.”  Even the good we do in this world is a gift from God, prepared before-
hand for us to do. And this too is a gift! For isn’t doing good also a good thing 
for the one who does it? So from first to last, from the Lord’s free salvation giv-
en to us to the good works He’s prepared for us to walk in, it is all a gift of 
God’s grace. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 
EASTER BREAKFAST—Some desire to resume this event after the Easter 
Worship. In order to fix the proper amount of food, it is necessary to know how 
many people will come (this includes any friends or family members who don’t 
regularly attend). A sign-up sheet is on the table next to the coat room. Please 
sign your name and number attending from your family unit. Please sign up by 
March 21. 
  
EASTER LILIES—We will adorn the sanctuary with lilies. I have been in 
contact with the florist about pricing. At this point they still cannot give me a 
price per plant. I have a sign-up for those interesting in purchasing a lily in 



memory of loved ones or other special event. Cost is $9/plant. Please pay Terri 
Hock. 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES—The Elders and Pastor would like to know who is 
not attending weekly worship services because masks are not mandatory. You 
may email, call, or send a note with your thoughts to any of the Elders or Pas-
tor. Your quick response would be most helpful. 
 
COUNCIL MINUTES—There is much information in the monthly council 
meeting minutes.  Copies are available by the church mailboxes.  If you would 
like the minutes e-mailed to you, contact Sheila Magerkurth, 309-944-2226 or 
magerkurths@gmail.com. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED to a Wedding Open House for Samantha Welch and 
Hunter Peterson on Saturday, March 27th from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at Trinity Lu-
theran Church, 2815 West 3rd Street, Coal Valley.  Please join us for a pre-
celebration of their wedding on Saturday, April 10th at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Rock Island.  Unfortunately, due to COVID, the wedding will be lim-
ited to our immediate family only.  Samantha and Hunter will be starting their 
new life together in Verona Wisconsin. 
 
ARE YOU MISSING—There are 3 men’s winter coats in our coatroom that 
have been there for a very long time. Please check if one belongs to you. You 
can also check with Terri Hock about them. 
 
CAMP CILICA—The Evangelism board would like to encourage all children 
of St. John’s to consider going to Christian summer camp at CILCA. We will 
pay for 1/2 of the registration fee. This is not only a great time camping, but 
strong Christian faith and values are a part of each day. It is an experience you 
won’t want to miss. Information has been sent home through the SS classes. It 
is also on the bulletin board between the mailboxes. Direct all questions to Pau-
la Chapa, Margo Schillinger, or Sandy Rahn. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember the centrality of God’s Word as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for LCMS professors and pastors who travel overseas to teach 
seminars and intensive courses for our current and emerging church partners, 
that God would grant them safe travel and fruitful labors. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Lucas Thompson—We offer before You our 
common request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it 
may be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess them-
selves Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of 
spirit in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray 
for Lucas, Nicole, Aaron, Adam, and Andrew and ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 

Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Seth Winchell 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thomp-
son) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Christ does not refuse our sense of tragedy or awareness of pain. He bears it in 
love, affirming our condition, carrying our sorrows to the end, all the way to the 
heart of God.” Jill Carattini, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries – A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
CAMP CILCA BANQUET—Reserve your tickets to the Camp CILCA Annu-
al Banquet on Sunday evening, March 21 from 5pm-8pm. Come for live music, 
great food, and an engaging speaker in Rev Christopher Thomas who will be 
answering the question, "Should Christians be involved in politics?" Tickets 
must be reserved by Wednesday, March 17. Call 217-487-7497 or 
email camp@cilca.org to reserve yours!  
 



“GRIEF 101: How can we help?” 
Tuesday, March 23, 6:30pm 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1450 30th Avenue, East Moline 
(In-person and streamed online) 
 We all face loss daily on some level...loss of health, a job, moving, a 
pet, or death of a loved one.   
 Loss equals change, but at times change is very difficult to face.  As 
Christians who live in the certain and glorious hope of the resurrection and re-
union to come we are blessed with a wonderful perspective to share with those 
who struggle with grief.   
 We all also have family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors who will 
face grief sometime in their lives.  What do we say?  What should we not say?  
How can we care for the grieving?   
 Come learn about the grieving process and how to help others through 
their difficult time.   
 Pastor Umbarger along with Lisa Levy, BSN, RN, hospice nurse and 
grief counselor, will share their gifts with us to give us a little more confidence 
to be servants of the Lord for our grieving brothers and sisters.   
 IN PERSON ATTENDANCE - This workshop will be held in the sanc-
tuary with recommended spacing and using masks.   
 ONLINE STREAMING – This workshop will be streamed to our 
YouTube page, St John’s Lutheran Church East Moline.   
 Please let us know you are coming to the in-person workshop in one of 
the following ways: 

By calling St. John’s Lutheran Church, 792-0755 
Or by emailing Carrie Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer 2021 

Members of St. John’s! 
Send Your Child or Grandchild 
For Half of the Cost Through  
St. John’s Scholarship Fund! 

If You Register Your Youth by March 31st,  
They Will Receive A Camp CILCA Draw String Backpack! 

 

  
Call the Church Office to Register   

at 309-949-2516 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
March 14, 2021 
Text: Ephesians 2:1-10 (Epistle Reading) 
 

“All From God!” 
 

Somewhere around 58-60 AD the Apostle Paul was under house arrest in Rome as recorded in 
Acts 28. He was finally released from this, his first Roman imprisonment, in AD 60 and 
continued his missionary labors, apparently making it to Spain as he had hoped. Yet, even while 
under arrest he remained busy with his missionary work. As the book of Acts and Paul’s letter to 
the Philippians record,i he continued his faithful preaching and witnessing to both Jews and 
Gentiles during this time period. In addition, during this imprisonment Paul wrote four letters 
(epistles) which God has preserved for us in the Bible: Philippians which I already mentioned, 
Colossians, Philemon, and the one that today’s Epistle Reading came from, his letter to the 
Ephesians.ii So let us consider this reading, being confident that the same Holy Spirit who 
inspired it will also work through it upon our hearts, minds, and, thereby, our whole life. 
 

And you were dead in [your] trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all 
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.iii  

 
These verses are rightly considered a sedes doctrinae (Latin for “seat of doctrine”) for original 
sin and its utter devastating effects upon each individual of humanity, and rightly so. Here both 
Gentile and Jew, male and female, elderly and unborn child, all are put in the same catastrophic 
state: spiritually dead, following the course of those of this corrupted world, being under the 
power of the devil, controlled by the sinful desires of body and soul, and therefore condemned to 
be under God’s wrath in this age and, more horrifically, in the one to come.   
 
While not denying that such a person can do external works that seem good, even bringing 
earthly benefits to others (though many times their works are anything but such!), still God’s 
Word is clear, the natural person, that is the one who has been born of the flesh only, and not of 
the Spirit,iv that person is spiritually speaking, a walking corpse. They are one who is alienated 
from God, the source of true life, and so one whose end is, truly must be, death eternal. Now dear 
friends, keeping this in mind, knowing what each of us were by our natural conception and birth, 
knowing where we were going to spend eternity, hear now these amazing words: 
 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him 
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show 
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.v   

 
For we sinners who were oppressed and enslaved by evil, we hear “But God!” sound forth like a 
trumpet declaring war upon our enemies. For now, other than a quick reference, we do not hear 
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about ourselves, but we instead hear about our God. We hear three words that describe Him, His 
attitude and His action, towards us: His mercy, His love, and His grace.   
 
These three words are synonymous, yet each has its own distinct angle as well. God is rich in 
mercy towards us. Mercy sees our wretched, miserable state. Mercy recognizes that we have 
brought it upon ourselves, every bit of it deserved. Mercy knows that holy justice would be to 
leave us wallow in our suffering now and forever. And yet, despite all this, mercy reaches out to 
us, taking pity on us, and pulls us out of the cesspool of our self-inflicted, sin-caused misery. 
 
God has “great love with which He loved us,” a love as broad as the ocean, and as deep as well. 
“God is love” the apostle John writes, and here we see what that love means.vi It is a love that 
sees us in our deadness due to our own sin and rebellion, and yet is moved to bring us unto life. 
A love that doesn’t require anything good in the one being loved, for as we heard, there was 
nothing good to love in us, yet loves us nonetheless.  
 
God is gracious towards us. Grace helps us further understand God’s love. It is His undeserved 
love that extends not merely to the miserable, to the dead, but to those who are miserable and 
dead because they are sinners, rebels.  We are unworthy. We are guilty of sin.  Grace is the 
pardoning of our sin, the forgiving of our guilt.   
 
But more, just as we heard about God’s mercy, love, and grace, so we hear of the One in whom 
we are the recipients of such, Christ Jesus. For truly, none of what we have heard changes that 
God is holy and just, hating and punishing sin. He cannot overlook sin, ignore it, or pretend it 
doesn’t exist. So His justice and holiness is maintained and executed, even as His love, mercy, 
and grace is shown forth in the sending of His Son, in the lifting Him up on the pole of the 
cross.vii Jesus is our substitute, paying in full the debt of our sins under God’s Law, so that by 
His blood shed in our place, we can be the recipients of God’s mercy, love, and grace. 
 
And so we are! He has made us alive with Christ Jesus, raised us up with Him and seated us with 
Him in the heavenly places. Jesus came to life, rising from the dead and ascending into heaven. 
Similarly, we who are in Christ have received the same. We have been raised out of spiritual 
death to life in the Holy Spirit through Christ. Through Baptism, the divine means of rebirth and 
regeneration,viii we have been united with Christ Jesus, being raised to spiritual life with Him the 
risen Lord, who sends the Holy Spirit to us.   
 
But there is more. Just as Christ has ascended into heaven, so we who have been raised with Him 
in Baptism have been seated in the heavenly places as well. For we are in the kingdom of God, 
the kingdom of heaven. God has seated us in His Church, that is, in His gracious presence 
mediated by Word and Sacrament, surrounded by His people on earth, as well as the angels, 
archangels and all the company of heaven.     
 
Even now, through our baptism which gave to us the first resurrection, we are the saints who are 
seated with Christ, reigning with Him during the rest of this age, reigning with Him in the full 
manifestation of glory in the ages to come.ix A manifestation of grace that is surpassing all that 
we could even imagine, one that makes the suffering we face in this life pale in comparison in 
both extent and duration.x Truly all the high and prideful places of this earth are back alleys and 
garbage heaps compared to what we enjoy right here, being in heaven in spirit, at the very 
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threshold of the kingdom of glory and the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness towards 
us, the consummation for which we long! 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created by God in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.xi 

 
Truly there is no room for boasting, at least not in ourselves. God has done it all, destroying any 
place for us to take credit. His love, mercy, and grace is all a gift to us in Christ Jesus. We heard 
what we were before Baptism; there is nothing to boast of there, but only shame.  But what of 
after being raised to spiritual life? Did perhaps God know in advance what we “would one day 
do” and so save, at least in part, because of that? Obviously not.   
 
First, it is clear that no works past, present or future are a part of this, as grace and faith are set in 
opposition to works. In other words, because it is by grace through faith, it cannot be by works. 
Consequently, this proves that faith cannot be a work of man, a “decision for Jesus” by our own 
natural powers, because such would be a work of our will, and all works are excluded. 
 
Second, we note that the person who has been given life is a new creation. The Christian, you 
and I and all believers, we have been created anew by God. As the psalmist writes, “Know that 
the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture.”xii God has brought forth something from nothing, raising the spiritually dead to 
spiritual life, a life that is created in, founded on, and continues forever in connection with Christ 
Jesus. In other words, our good works which we do as believers are the products of what He has 
recreated us to be in His grace in Christ. Thus our salvation is no way from works, but for works. 
Our works are never a reason for our salvation, but are a result of it.       
 
Even more, long in advance of our doing our first good work as a Christian, God Himself had 
already prepared and made ready the works in which we are to walk. It is all God’s holiness, all 
His design. While we can fail to do a work prepared for us, we can never claim to do a work that 
surprises God, something beyond what He had prepared. So we cannot boast in any way, except 
of course in the work of God, His mercy, love, and grace towards sinners like us, His gift of new 
life created and sustained in us by the gift of His indwelling Spirit. 
 
Truly, we need to repent daily of both the sin within us, the sins we still commit, and the failing 
to walk in all the good works that God has prepared for us. But this text teaches more than just 
repenting. For even as it shows us the awful depths of our sinful depravity according our old 
nature, it also reveals to us the heights to which He has lifted us according to our new nature. 
Therefore, we receive the greatest encouragement and power to bear fruits of repentance, to grow 
in our walking the path of holiness that God has put us on. For we are nothing less than a new 
creation in Christ, a divine work of art! Let us not smudge it, but instead joyfully respond to 
God’s grace that His picture, that is our life, may be as beautiful as possible. Let us pray and so 
live that Christ’s gifts and virtues, His holiness, purity, humility, gentleness, goodness, kindness, 
and love for others, would shine forth from our Christian walk.  
 
May do this, not to our praise, but to God’s honor who has so loved us in Christ Jesus. Amen! 
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i Acts 28:17 ff.; Philippians 1:13; 4:22. 
ii These four epistles are known as Paul’s “captivity letters” because of references within them to being imprisoned, 
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iv John 3:3-6. 
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