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The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting Four, Lutheran Service Book p. 203. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 507 Holy, Holy, Holy  
 

 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 
prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first 
consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and 
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. To-
gether as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake 
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                         Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text   
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 
 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 
I have set the L  always before me; 
 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 
 my flesh also dwells secure. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 
 or let your holy one see corruption. 
You make known to me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 
pleasures forevermore. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 
 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 
 

Service continues on next page. 



Kyrie  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis  

 
 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confes-
sion of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of 
the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend 
us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading                         Isaiah 6:1-8, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual                                                             Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b  
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
On your wondrous works, I will meditate, 
 and I will declare your greatness.  

 

Second Reading                             Acts 2:14a, 22-36, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse     
                                                                                  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Gospel                                               John 3:1-17, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

\After the reading: 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Athanasian Creed 
C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic 

faith. 
Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt 

perish eternally. 
 And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity 

and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor divid-
ing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy 
Spirit is another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 
the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreat-

ed; 
the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 
the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 
And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 
just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 

Uncreated and one Infinite. 
In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Ho-

ly Spirit almighty; 
and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 
So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 
So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 
and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge 

each distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibit-
ed by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or 
Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 
The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father 

alone. 
The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor 

created nor begotten, but proceeding. 
Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three 

Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
     And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater      
           or less than another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and 
coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, the 
Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about 
the Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faith-
fully believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time 
both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before 
all ages; and He is man, born from the substance of His 
mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and 
human flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the 
Father with respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 
one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, 

but by the assumption of the humanity into God; 
one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of 

person. 
For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man 

is one Christ, 
who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again 

the third day from the dead, 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, God Almighty, from whence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and 
give an account concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and 
those who have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully 
and firmly cannot be saved.  

 
Sit 
 
 

Service continues on next page with the Hymn of the Day. 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: 504 Father Most Holy 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 

            C Amen. 
 

Presentation of the Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You 
sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying:    

 

Sanctus 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 

You once revealed Your name to Moses in the burning bush; 
and through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, You unveiled 
the mystery of Your holy name in the Trinity of persons and 
the Unity of being. Grant that we, who have been baptized 
and instructed in the triune name, may faithfully eat and 



drink of Your Son’s body and blood and worship You in spir-
it and truth, O Father, through Your Son in the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

Agnus Dei  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

After the Communion has been received by all communicants: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
Service continues on the next page with the Nunc Dimittis. 



Nunc Dimittis 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 
Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith through-
out our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we 
may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Benedicamus  

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: 506 Glory Be to God the Father  

********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of Communion today. Thank you. 
 

Acknowledgements: All Hymns: Text and Tune: Public domain 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Rollin Miller 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 
   Second Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-36 
   Holy Gospel: John 3:1-17 
 

WE PRAY: Blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit yet one God, who has 
created, redeemed, and sanctified us, sustain us, who are born of water and the 
Spirit, in the Kingdom of Grace in order that we do not lose the Kingdom of 
Glory; who lives and reigns eternally, one God with dominion over us forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab. 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—   Adult Bible Class—18     Worship—94 

 
   OFFERING 

Offering  last week                                                  $3,338.00 
Weekly Budget needed                                                $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
Monday      OFFICE CLOSED—HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY 
Thursday     6:00 pm Elders’ meeting 
      7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
JOHN 3:6 – “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” In Holy Baptism, we receive a new birth: spirit from 
Spirit. With that rebirth we receive new desires, new lives, and new purposes. 
To the (fleshly) world, Christian generosity makes no sense. The total minus a 
percentage is less than the original total. But Spirit-reborn Christians know that 
God’s math works differently – as we might expect from the Trinity! A blessing 
received from God becomes more of a blessing when it is used in generosity to 
bless others. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service. Thank you for your help. 
 
ANNIVERSARY THANK OFFERING—Since worshiping in this building, it 
has been our custom to give our Sunday offering, from the first Sunday of June, 
as a ‘Thank Offering’ for all the blessings God has poured out upon us. These 
gifts will continue to help those congregations and fellow Christians during 
time of disasters. Please let the office know, BEFORE Sunday, June 6, if you 
desire any of that Sunday’s offering to stay at St. John’s . Gifts not designated 
will go entirely to the LCMS Disaster Response Ministry. 
 
LWML INGATHERING—We are wrapping up this project. If you still wish 
to contribute, please bring your items ASAP. Place your gifts in the box found 
in the coat room. Items we are collecting: light-weight bath-size towels 
(between 20”x40” & 52”x27”) dark colors recommended, 2 or 3 bath size 
bars of soap in original wrapping, adult-size toothbrush in original wrap-
per, sturdy comb, and nail clippers. Your help is greatly appreciated. Mone-
tary gifts are also acceptable and will be used to purchase item. 
 
MINISTRY to the ARMED FORCES—Please read through the special insert 



in your bulletin today. An offering plate is at the back for those who wish to 
help with this ministry. We will gather your gifts for the next two Sundays.  
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH to everyone who participated in the Baby Bottles 
for Pregnancy Resources. Your gifts enable lives to be saved both physically 
(babies not being aborted) and spiritually (moms and dads being introduced to 
the saving grace through Jesus Christ). 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for all those still living in darkness, that the Gospel will be 
their light and life. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Wolfe—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Tim, 
Kristy, Katherine, Robert, Alexander ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Paula Chapa  
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Betty Firch  John Erdman  Carolyn Werner 
Linda Aper  Marilyn Woods 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 

Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“God has placed each of us here at this very moment in time for His purpose: to 
be lights in the darkness, to be warriors in His battles, to be the hands and feet 
and voices that bring the good news of salvation to the whole lost world. He 
asks us to strengthen our feeble arms and weak knees, to open our mouths to the 
words He will give us, and to run the race to the finish line.” Dr. Barbara Lane 
Geistfeld, Regional Director of Texas for Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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The Holy Trinity 
May 30, 2021 
Sermon Text: John 3:1-17 (Gospel)  
Other Texts: Isaiah 6:1-8 (Old Testament); Acts 2:14a, 22-36 (Second Reading) 
 

“The Trinity Revealed” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, worked in you by 
the Holy Spirit, the most blessed and holy Trinity, the only true God. Amen! 
 
Human reason is not so blind as to not recognize that there is a god. Quantum vacuums and 
matter-antimatter potentials are not “nothing,” but remain “something.” Therefore, since 
something cannot be its own cause and, ultimately, as it is impossible for “not anything” to bring 
forth anything at all, a cause outside of the creation is required. In addition, all living cells have 
information coded in their DNA. As has been rightly said, “If it’s unreasonable to believe that an 
encyclopedia could have originated without intelligence, then it’s just as unreasonable to believe 
that life could have originated without intelligence.”i Thus an intelligent creator is required.  
 
Finally, the divine Law written on the heart and the God-given conscience which reads it bears 
witness that there is a law-giver and judge who rewards good and punishes evil. Sure, the law is 
blurred by sin and the conscience can be misled, ignored, and suppressed, but none of that takes 
away the reality of its presence. This is why, at least in part, that many who are in open sin do 
not merely desire tolerance, but demand complete approval, as they are trying to silence their 
accusing conscience within, the one which they will deny is troubling them or is even present at 
all. Yet present it is. And so a proof for a supreme, moral authority and judge it is as well. 
 
While more could be said, and there are great books and articles that deal with topics such as the 
limits of science, how true science does not support the Big Bang and Evolutionary Theory and, 
in fact, reveals much evidence for a recent creation and a global flood,ii this morning we will 
conclude this point with words from God Himself. For it is written, “For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, 
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation 
of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.”iii Consequently, 
“The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’”iv A proper judgment since such a person is not 
simply uninformed, but actually shuts their eyes and mind to the evidence around and within 
them in order to deny God’s existence. Hard to be more foolish than that! 
 
This natural knowledge of God (how He reveals Himself through His creation), is helpful for two 
reasons. First, when people have some regard for a higher being, they are more likely to reject 
tyranny by humans, agree to proper boundaries of behavior, and work towards a common good. 
Certainly we see how the increased foolishness of our society by its denial of a creator has 
generally led to increased wickedness, hate, filth, and violence. Denying God never brings good! 
Second, the natural knowledge of God has a place in witnessing and evangelism, as people do 
know there is a God, giving us a starting point with them, a point of contact we have with the 
unbeliever, unless they lock themselves into foolishness. 
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And that is very important, because there is a huge difference between knowing that there is a 
god, and actually knowing who God is. For the many idolaters past and present rightly 
acknowledged existence of the divine, yet idolaters they remained. But God is not satisfied with 
a mere acknowledgement of His existence. Nor is He pleased by those who define Him 
according to their own sinful imaginations, or worship Him according to their own sinful ideas, 
as if He must dance to their tune! 
 
As, earthly speaking, no one knows you better than you, thus we should rely upon your words to 
describe yourself, and not that of others, especially those who disagree with what you say, so it is 
with God, yet even more. For with us, others can get to know us pretty well and they may be able 
to at least give a fairly accurate description of us. But such is not the case with God. As He is 
transcendent, we cannot know Him except by His revealing Himself to us. And as His self-
revelation in nature is, as we heard, limited, we need Him to tell us about Himself, to speak to us. 
And He has done such in His Word, the Bible. 
 
So let us briefly consider what today’s Gospel says about who God is. First, we hear that the one 
true God is the Triune God, for Scripture speaks of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This 
unity of three distinct Persons in one divine Essence is the highest mystery of the Christian faith. 
We could never learn this nature. God had to speak this revelation to us.  
 
Already in the Old Testament this truth was being revealed in various ways, such as in our 
reading from Isaiah who hears the glorious seraphim crying out in worship, “Holy, holy, holy is 
the LORD of hosts.”v While many try to explain this away, the best answer to the question “Why 
is the Lord called holy three times?” is because the seraphim, who are in God’s presence, are 
praising each of the three divine Persons. Similarly the benediction God gave Aaron to speak 
over the people of Israel proclaims the name of the LORD’s three times.vi And so with the 
fullness of the New Testament testimony with the coming of the Messiah, we rightly continue to 
use both the seraphim’s words and God’s blessing of old in the Divine Service, in the Sanctus 
and the Benediction respectfully, recognizing the fullness of their Trinitarian revelation.  
 
But God is not revealed as Trinity simply as a truth to be accepted. Of course it is true and must 
be accepted. A faith that denies the Trinity is not, can never be, saving faith. But that wording, 
saving faith, actually takes us deeper into the mystery of the Trinity Himself. For while God is 
three-in-one in His very essence, His attributes of justice and love are even more fully revealed 
when we consider the work of each divine Person in the Trinity. 
 
The Father is revealed as both just, as well as gracious and merciful when we consider the 
sending of His Son. For it is out of His great love for the world that He sends His only-begotten 
Son, doing so not to condemn the world, but to save it through His Son. Yet, the very word used 
for the Father’s love, agape, has His justice in the background. For agape is love for another, 
despite them. It is a love for those who are not merely helpless, but also wicked, for those who 
are already rightly condemned by His justice for their sin and rebellion. As Jesus said, “Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.”vii  
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So it is out of love for this world of sinners, each individual person who rightly stands under His 
wrath, that He gives the one means of rescue, the sending of His Son. It is as we pray in one of 
our post-Communion collects, “O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who 
in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh.”viii He who is the source of the 
Son, eternally begetting Him, is also the source of goodness to us by giving His only-begotten 
Son to be our Savior.  
 
And so the Son is revealed as both just, as well as gracious and merciful. For He comes as the 
Son of Man, that is, the representative of humanity, assuming a full human nature in the Virgin 
Mary’s womb so that He might be our substitute under the Law. As true man, Jesus lived in 
perfect righteousness under the Law as well as suffering and dying under it for the sins of the 
world. As true God, Jesus’ life, suffering, and death fully counted for the world, that is, all 
people, leaving no sin unpaid for, and so reconciling us fully unto God. His justice is revealed by 
being sure that God’s righteous Law is obeyed, that divine justice is executed on sinners, even as 
His love is revealed by taking the place of sinners, and so forgiveness is won for all. 
 
But the grace of the Father in the saving work of the Son would be wasted if it was not revealed 
to people so that in faith they could look at Christ lifted up on the pole of the cross and so be 
rescued from Satan’s deadly venom of sin which is running its course through each and every 
one of us. And so the Holy Spirit is revealed as both just, as well as gracious and merciful.  
 
The Spirit’s justice is revealed by the necessity that we must be born again, born from above, for 
without this we can never enter the kingdom of God as our nature is corrupted, being but fallen 
flesh born of Adam’s fallen flesh. His grace and mercy is revealed by His being the source of our 
new birth, giving it through His chosen means of Word and Sacrament where He promises to be 
active and working, hence baptism is the new birth of “water and the Spirit.” A new birth which 
is our being brought to faith, not merely in God’s existence, but a true conversion which has 
turned us away from service to sin, self, and the lies of Satan to a trust in Christ Jesus for 
forgiveness and salvation, even as He keeps us in that faith and creates in us a new heart that 
delights in God’s Law, bringing forth a new life in service of Christ and others. A holy life that 
will be fully sanctified and continue forever in the new heavens and earth. 
 
The Trinity is not one god among many, but is the only true God. His triune nature is not mere 
philosophy added by later theologians, but is the Biblical revelation of His very essence. And He 
has revealed His essence as three Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, that we would 
know His justice and His love. Know His justice that we would repent of our sins, turn from 
them to Christ, lest we be rightly condemned to hell. And then, repenting, know His love and be 
converted, brought by the Holy Spirit to saving faith in Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen 
Savior, and thus forgiven our sins be restored to the Heavenly Father, who in His love sent His 
Son, and who with Son, has given us the Holy Spirit and life forever.  
 
May our Triune God keep us in that faith that we may sing our “Holy, Holy, Holy!” now and in 
eternity. Amen!   
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