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April 4, 2021                            The Resurrection of Our Lord       

                                                     (Easter Day) 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Divine Service Setting One, Lutheran Service Book p. 151. 

Please enter in silence.  
The Easter Preparation 

The Paschal Candle represents Christ being the light of the world and His 
continuing presence among His people.  

P God said, “Let there be light.”                                  (Genesis 1:3)  
C God created the light, and all things, through His Word.  
 

P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through Him, and without Him was not 
any thing made that was made…And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of 
the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:1-3, 14) 

C The Word of God is the Second Person of the Trinity, who 
took on flesh and blood in the virgin Mary’s womb. Jesus 
Christ is the Word; He is true God and true man. 

 

P In Him is life, and the life is the light of men.             (John 1:4)  
 C    The One who first created physical light is Himself the 
        light and life of all people.  
 

P The powers of death and darkness opposed Him. Mankind, by 
nature, loves the darkness, blind to their own doom.  

C It was my own dark sin that nailed the Lord of Light to 
the cross, that killed the Lord of Life.  

 

P The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.                                                                                        (John 1:5)  

C Sin, death, and the devil lay defeated under His feet.  
 (Psalm 110:1)  
 

P Jesus Christ is the light of the world.                          (John 8:12)   
 C    O Christ, let Your light scatter the darkness, and illumine 
        the hearts of your people.                          [1 Cor 4:5; 2 Cor 4:6]   

 
Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

Hymn of Invocation: 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sin-

ful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 



justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

 

Entrance Hymn: 488 He Is Arisen! Glorious Word 

Kyrie 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten 
Son to the death of the cross and by His glorious resurrection 

delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our 
sin may be drowned through daily repentance and that day by 
day we may arise to live before You in righteousness and pu-
rity forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
Old Testament Reading                        Isaiah 25:6-9, on back of bulletin 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual                              adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet.  

 

Epistle                                   1 Corinthians 15:1-11, on back of bulletin  
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
Alleluia and Verse  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy Gospel                                              Mark 16:1-8, on back of bulletin 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After the reading 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives    
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 
7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 
Sermon 

Nicene Creed 
C     I believe in one God, 
            the Father Almighty, 
            maker of heaven and earth 
                 and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

        And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
            the only-begotten Son of God, 
            begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
            God of God, Light of Light, 
            very God of very God, 
            begotten, not made, 
            being of one substance with the Father, 
            by whom all things were made; 
            who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
            and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
            and was made man; 
            and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
            He suffered and was buried. 
           And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
                 and ascended into heaven 
            and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
           And He will come again with glory to judge both the living        
                 and the dead, 
            whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

        And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
             the Lord and giver of life, 
             who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
             who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and      
                 glorified, 
             who spoke by the prophets. 
             And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
             I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
             and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
             and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 



Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface  
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Fa-
ther, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to 
praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 
for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with an-
gels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying:     

Sanctus 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; de-
liver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
      C     Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Institution  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Agnus Dei  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

Dismissal: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect  
P Let us pray. 
       We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have re-

freshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that 
of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
                   The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Service concludes on next page with hymn. 



Hymn to Depart: 465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  

 

 Your offerings maybe placed in the gold plates in the Narthex.  
The wooden plate is for those who may wish to give a gift to our sis-
ter congregation, Cristo Rey.  
 We ask all to mark your attendance this morning and receiv-
ing of Holy Communion on the sheets found on the podium in the 
Narthex. Visitors may be listed on third sheet. Thank you! 

********************************************************** 
Today we receive the gift of Holy Communion. Communion is an expres-
sion of faith and agreement. If you’re our guest this morning, we don’t 
want to place you in a position of agreement with our beliefs before 
you’ve had opportunity to study them. Therefore, if you’re not a member 
of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, we invite you to 
speak with our pastor about this special opportunity, and request that 
you not partake of the Communion today. Thank you. 
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ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN, 
He is risen Indeed  

Alleluia! 
 



ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo         
https:/www.facebook.comSt.JohnGLY 

 
HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    
Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Aaron Raschke  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Larry Hock, Larry Kane 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 
   Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
   Holy Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 
 

WE PRAY: Hallelujah! Eternal Father, whose justice has been satisfied by the 
death of Jesus Christ and whose acceptance of His death is heralded by His ris-
ing on the third day, we praise You for our forgiveness and thank You for our 
blessed hope in Jesus Christ: Hallelujah; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever.. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—   Adult Bible Class—     Worship— 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                  $2,737.37 
Weekly Budget needed              $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      7:00 am Easter Divine Worship/Communion 
Monday   OFFICE CLOSED 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
JOHN 20:1 – “Now on the first day of the week …” All is made new by the 
Resurrection of Jesus! Even the day of worship has transitioned from the Old 
Testament’s Saturday Sabbath to the Lord’s Day of the New Testament. For the 
Lord has made all things new. He has begun a new week for a new creation in 
rising from the dead as the New Adam. We are also made new in Him – a new 
heart, a new life, new desires, and a new outlook toward God. All this comes 
from our Risen Lord’s grace. Especially after the sort of year we’ve had since 
last Easter. It’s sure good news to hear that the Lord makes all things start 
afresh. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 
FREE-WILL OFFERING plate is in the back. These gifts will be added to the 
Lenten supper donations and given to our sister church, Cristo Rey. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember how God works to strengthen the faith of His people as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray with thanksgiving for the gift of faith received at Baptism. Ask 
the Lord to continue to strengthen that faith—and the budding faith of our chil-
dren—until we depart this life and are united with the Lord.  
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Dan Werner—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be 
so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 



Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Dan 
and Carolyn and ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Seth Winchell 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“As we gather this Easter just with our household, or perhaps all alone, we will 
undoubtedly miss some of the traditions that we have embraced over the years. 
Do not lament the loss of what does not last. Rather, embrace the enduring mes-
sage that ‘He is risen! He is risen indeed!’ It changes everything!” Rev. Robert 
Fleischmann, Christian Life Resources – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life 
• lutheransforlife.org 

 

LERT TRAINING 
Saturday, April 24 
9:00am – 3:00pm 
Registration begins at 8:30am 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
1450 30th Avenue, East Moline 

 

Registration fee is $35*   
Checks to St. John’s Service Projects, 1450 30th Ave, East Moline, IL   61244 

*If you are LERT certified, the event is considered continuing education 
therefore there is no charge for the training.  If you wish to receive a new book and t-shirt, 

the cost is $15. 
 

Please join us for the Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) volunteer training.  This is 
part of a Synod-wide disaster response program under the direction of LCMS Disaster 
Response.    
 

After a brief introduction regarding the goals and theological ra-
tionale of Disaster Response, the LERT volunteer training will ad-
dress the following areas: Christian Care in Times of Disaster, A 
Ministry of Presence, At the Work Site (Debris Clean Up, Tarp and 
Patch, Flood and Mud Clean Up, Chainsaw Safety, and Necessary 
Paperwork). 
 

AGE:  14 years and older can take the class & become certified.  However, under 18 
must be with a certified parent at deployment.   
 

Register by April 10!!  All workshop participants (new & current LERT members) will 
need to fill out a digital registration form which is available online.  

 

To Register click here or copy/paste the Online Link:   

https://www.lcms-lert.org/need/detail/?need_id=571645 
       

Look in the Needs Section, Course Code: 0082           

The link is on St. John’s Facebook Page as well.   
 

Questions, Carrie Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com, 309-523-3330 
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The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day 
April 4, 2021 
Sermon Text: Isaiah 25:6-9 (Old Testament) 
Other Texts: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (Epistle); Mark 16:1-8 (Epistle) 
        

“Just Another Easter? You Bet!” 
 
Grace, mercy and peace be unto you from God our Father and the risen and triumphant Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.     
 
Another Lent and Holy Week have passed, another Easter is here. And it is a good thing.  We 
enjoy the brilliant white and the flowers. We enjoy the festive Divine Service with the returning 
of the hymn of praise, the Alleluias, and the Easter hymns. Truly, this year we just enjoy the 
return of more music and singing in general coming out of the Covid restrictions! And under 
God’s undeserved kindness, many of us will also enjoy time with family today and maybe a fine 
meal as well. Today is a festive day, and so it should be, because today we celebrate the greatest 
event in all history, the resurrection of God’s Son, our Savior Jesus, from the dead! 
 
But what about next Sunday? What about tomorrow? For believers, today is a day that our 
emotions soar high. But we know better than to think that they will stay floating up there for 
long. Some of us might be blessed to keep the “happy feeling” longer than others, but in the end, 
no matter who we are, the happy feeling will pass. It always does. Pass away due to returning to 
the normal routine of our daily life. Pass away in the face of all the not so happy aspects of life. 
Happiness is wonderful, but as has been rightly said, “Happiness is fleeting.” Festive times and 
happy feelings are good gifts from God. He gives them to us to help us endure life in this fallen 
world. But the world remains fallen, remaining hard and sad. Will it always remain such?   
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 
a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.1   

 
I mentioned before having an Easter meal. These words of the prophet Isaiah speak of a future 
day of great celebration, a grand banquet fit for kings. And how appropriate, for on this day the 
King of kings will throw this banquet for His people who are priests and kings in His kingdom.2 
And at this feast absolutely no expense will be spared, no corners cut, but only the best that the 
Lord of heaven and earth can offer will be given to His guests. And so we are given a vivid 
“earthy” picture of the rich blessings and heavenly joys that await God’s people in the new 
creation, which will be ushered in by Christ Jesus with His glorious return on the Last Day. 
Sounds great, can’t wait! But what does this have to do with Easter? Well, everything! Hear 
again the words of Isaiah: 
 

And [the LORD] will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over 
all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death 
forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach 
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.3 
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Death is the great destroyer of happiness. At the end of every path of life, the Grim Reaper4 waits 
with his wickedly smiling skull. Some see his face only after many years on this earth, and we 
call it a good long life, or at least a long life. Others see it after a very short time, and we call it a 
tragedy. But while one is preferred, the end of both is still the same, is it not? 
 
But even more, Death’s face is glimpsed in so many aspects of this life? War. Crime.  Accidents. 
Diseases of the body and mind. Even the aging process. All these and more are Death’s 
concoctions. Oh sure, some are worse than others. And sure, some of them we survive. But we 
know it’s not wise to feel too tough and proud, because we know we too will fall. Eventually. 
Like a dark veil, Death covers all people, all the world. But Death has met its match. 
 
Like a great shark it smelled the blood, tasted the blood. And the blood lust grew into great 
hunger, for this blood was different. This blood was sinless; it had never tasted that before, what 
a treat. But no wait, there’s more still. This man’s blood wasn’t only sinless, it was divine. Yes, it 
was God’s blood that it tasted flowing from that bloody body on the cross. And so with a hunger 
like never before it engulfed Jesus, taking God in. But then, three days later, the Grim Reaper 
lost his smile, his grin shattered from the inside by the resurrected Lord’s fist, who in divine 
irony, swallowed death, devouring the great devourer. But note this well, this victory, while His, 
was not for Him; it was for us!   
 
Think about it. Jesus is God. God sent death into the world in the first place as the punishment 
for sin.5 Spiritual death, our state by conception, makes us mortal and so leads to physical death 
which ends in eternal death in hell. Thus was God’s wrath against mankind’s sin. But as death 
was sent by God, it follows that He is greater than death.    
 
Therefore, Jesus didn’t die on the cross and rise again just to prove that He is greater than death, 
as that is obvious. He did so to save mankind who was under the just condemnation of death for 
their sins, His death paying the redemption price. On the holy mountain of Zion, there on 
Calvary, He swallowed up death from the inside out, winning full and complete pardon for us all 
by removing the very thing that caused God to send Death as judgment in the first place, our 
sins, yours, mine. 
 
So when Jesus rose, leaving death broken and bloodied behind Him, we see a wondrous truth. 
We see that Life and not Death is the last word, for Jesus, the Word of God, is risen and so He is 
the resurrection and the life, received by all who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior.  
 
And that is why Isaiah’s prophecy of the new creation after Jesus’ return deals with Easter. Like 
our Lord, we Christians will be raised in honor, power, glory, and immortality because the great 
enemy of life has been thrown down when the Lord swallowed up death, rising from the dead 
that first Easter morn. So our hope of future happiness in eternal glory is grounded in the past 
event that has taken away death’s sting.6   
 
Earlier, I mentioned about happiness as a temporary thing, and in this life it is such. But joy and 
happiness are not the same in Scripture. Because the crucified Christ lives and reigns for all 
eternity, we can have joy always, even in the midst of sorrow.    
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We can have joy at the funeral of a believer, because we know that they are in the nearer 
presence of their Lord and are no longer concerned by the things of this world. We know that 
they can no longer lose their faith, for they have reached the point where they no longer need 
faith. And so, in the midst of tears of sorrow, we have joy knowing that we will see them again.   
 
We can have joy in the midst of our illnesses and tragedies, because we know that God is using 
such things for our good, strengthening our faith by getting us to rely on Him more, increasingly 
pushing us into His Word and into prayer, and thereby building within us the Christian virtue of 
perseverance. Yes, we can even have joy in the midst of persecution for our faith even as the 
Apostles rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for the name of Jesus7, because by 
such, we are shown to truly be His disciples.8    
 
None of those things are happy. Believers are not promised happiness in this life. That’s why we 
rightly thank God for every moment of it that He graciously gives to us. But we have joy, even 
when we’re not happy, since we have the certainty that all sorrows are being used by our loving 
Savior to keep us in the true saving faith so that we enter His great banquet. And then all our 
tears will be wiped away, because the ultimate sources of sorrow, that is, sin, death and the devil, 
will be completely separated from us forever, and we will be in the visible presence of God for 
all eternity. Then joy and happiness shall merge for us as we cry out with all the Church 
Triumphant in heaven: 
 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is 
the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”9 

 
So is it just another Easter? Well, yes it is. It’s just another day that we celebrate the fact that we 
are forgiven of all our sins for the sake of the crucified and risen Jesus. It’s just another day that 
we have the privilege of living as one of God’s saved people, given new life to serve Him in 
holiness and serve others in love. It’s just another day of recognizing that no matter what we 
face, no matter how bad it might seem, God is using it for our eternal good. Greatest of all, it’s 
just one more Easter celebration closer to that longed for Day when we take our place at the great 
heavenly banquet as kings and queens in God’s eternal kingdom, feasting with Him and all the 
saints on the heavenly blessings that He has planned for us in the new heavens and earth. 
 
So is just another Easter? You bet! And even better, what’s true this Easter day, is also true 
tomorrow, next Sunday, and every day we live on this earth, for every day is a day under God’s 
forgiveness and gracious care, and is one day closer to our own resurrection and the greatest 
celebration of all time. Because this party is cosmic in proportion, eternal in duration, and has the 
risen and victorious King Jesus as its host!   
 
God has swallowed up death in His Son, our Savior Jesus. May He grant us to live in Easter joy 
now, as we live in the anticipation of the fullness of happiness and joy in the world to come. 
Amen!    
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1 Isaiah 25:6. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
2 See 1 Peter 2:9 
3 Isaiah 25:7-8. 
4 While I am not saying there is an actual “Grim Reaper,” it should be noted that the Bible speaks of death as an 
enemy, not just a thing.  Also, St. John sees the fourth horseman, who is death, in his vision (Rev. 6:8).  Therefore, it 
is in such a way that I speak of death here.  
5 Genesis 2:17; Romans 6:23a. See also Revelation 6:7-8 where Death is called forth by God’s command and so 
under His rule. 
6 1 Corinthians 15:55 
7 Acts 5:41 
8 See 1 Peter 3:14 
9 Isaiah 25:9. 


