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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
JESUS IS…SON OF GOD AND SON OF MAN 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
People spend a lot of time, money and effort to get a title after their name. Masters, doctorates and other post-
graduate programs are in high demand. The appeal is understandable. Titles such as Doctor, Professor and a 
host of others provide opportunities to better ourselves and our circumstances. And congratulations to all those 
members of St. John's who are graduating this month! 
 
There was one who had the highest of all titles already at his birth. The Bible describes it this way: “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35). Jesus is holy. He is the true Son of God. The titles 
“Holy One” and “Son of God” indicate that all power, wisdom and authority belonged to Jesus at birth because 
as true God he possessed them from eternity. His name is above every name and over every title and authority 
that can be given. 
 
But that didn't stop Jesus from seeking another title. This one was decidedly a step down. It didn't require a 
four-year graduate program or many evening classes. Rather, it required humble service. The Bible teaches, 
“...even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
(Matthew 20:28). Jesus, who took the title Son of Man, did not come from heaven to earth to be waited on hand 
and foot. Rather, he came to take up our cause and to die a humble death on the cross—a death that should have 
been ours. 
 
Give thanks that out of love for us, the one with the title Son of God was also willing to take the title Son of 
Man, in order to die for us on the cross. Our Savior Jesus is both true God and true Man. He is the perfect 
Savior we desperately needed—one who is holy and lived in our place and one who’s innocent death counted 
for the whole world. Because Jesus loved us enough to do that for us, now through faith in him we have been 
given a new title as well: Child of God! Bear that title proudly and live your life for the One who gave it to you. 
 
This month is an exciting one for God's children at St. John's as we welcome our new pastor! A Pastor’s 
installation service is an important event for both Pastor Nerud and his family, and for our St. John's family. 



It is a festive, welcoming occasion—a time to recognize and celebrate God's gift of a shepherd to guide and lead 
us into a new chapter in our congregation’s life, and also to celebrate the end of the interim period. 
 
I wish to use this opportunity to thank all of you for the support and love that you've shown me during this 
vacancy and for your willingness to step up and use your gifts, talents, and abilities to serve your fellow 
members of St. John's. Thank you for remaining faithful in prayer as we waited on the Lord of the Church to 
send us a new pastor. You made my job easy! Thank you for working together, for your faithfulness in 
attending the services in the Lord’s House, for gladly hearing the Word and receiving God's gifts, and for 
showing hospitality to all the various pastors, vicars, and elders who made Sunday morning shine! Thank you 
for your generous support of the congregation with your time, talents, and treasures, and for your dedication to 
our calling as God's children to keep on confessing Christ to the people in our Geneseo community and beyond! 
 
This was one of the shortest vacancies I can recall, and yet, in just these past seven months, I have grown very 
fond of the members of St. John's! It has been a joy to both serve and to be in service with you all. I shall indeed 
miss you, but I am filled with joy that you have a new shepherd to proclaim God's Word to you, who will 
courageously tell you about the sin in your lives and your need for repentance and a Savior, but also a shepherd 
who will deliver the Savior to you in the precious Gospel and holy Sacraments... Who will walk with you 
through good times and bad... who will pray for you daily... who will challenge you... and model for you (albeit 
imperfectly) the Christian life. 
 
In turn, please pray for your new pastor and his family daily. Be a friend to him and his family because 
being a pastor/pastor's wife/pastor's kid are some of the loneliest callings in the world!  
 
At the risk of forgetting someone, there are a few people that I'd like to especially thank at this time.  

 I'm grateful for your Board of Elders—Joel, Brad, and Larry. You've served well and gone above and 
beyond the call of duty, especially on those Sundays in which a supply preacher was not available! 
Thank you for your dedicated service! 

 For Dan Werner who competently led the way through the call process. Well done!  
 For Larry Kane who took on many of the Sunday adult Bible classes when a pastor was not available! 

Outstanding! 
 For Bob Erdman and his crew—(too countless to list) who deserve recognition for working tirelessly 

to remodel the parsonage. What a wonderful blessing it will be to the Nerud family!  
 For Steve Mooney and John Neumann—I'll treasure our time together as we worked through the 

LifeLight lessons together. Thank you for your willingness to teach God's people!  
 For Sandy Rahn, Heidi McKibbon and Marilyn Woods for their help with the Confirmation Lock-In. 
 For the Catechumens and the wonderful times we had together studying and growing in God’s Word. 
 For Bob & Sherry Wechsler for all the behind the scene jobs they did for me and the church. 
 A special thank you to Terri Hock for making sure that all ran smoothly and for making me look better 

than I really am!  
 And for the countless people behind the scenes whose work often goes unnoticed (you know who you 

are!) please know that you are so very much appreciated!  
 
Rest assured, you all will be in my prayers and I'll come visit from time to time! Keep loving and serving 
people and you will be amazed at how God will bless you in this 150th anniversary year and beyond. There are 
so many "out there" who are still waiting to hear the message of the Gospel, and this message is one we not 
only share verbally, but our very lives should reflect the love of God for others. 
 
“I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, because I hear of your love and of the 
faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, and I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.” 
(Philemon 1:4-6) 

    Blessings in Christ! Pastor 



SPECIAL OFFERING 
 We are coming to another year of blessings in our new building. It has been 10 years since the fire and 7 
since we dedicated this building to the use of ministry for our Lord.  
 As has been our custom these last 7 years, our offering on June 2 will be given to the work of Laborers 
For Christ. Please write on your envelope how much of your contribution you desire to stay at St. John’s or else 
all will be given to Laborers. If you have any questions please ask Aaron Raschke or Terri Hock. 
  

INSALLATION SERVICE OF REV. TIMOTHY NERUD 
 This is a very special time in the life of St. John’s Lutheran Church. God has provided us with a new 
shepherd and you will not want to miss this special worship service when Rev. Nerud will be installed as our 
new pastor.  
 The Installation service will begin at 3:00 pm Sunday afternoon, June 9, 2019. A dinner will follow in 
the Fellowship Hall. Meat, potatoes, dessert, drinks and table service will be provided. We ask the congregation 
members to bring several vegetable dishes or salads to share. Our sister churches will also be invited to this 
service. Please sign the sheet on the table next to the coatroom if you plan to attend the dinner. It will help in 
preparing enough food. 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 June is quickly approaching when we begin our summer worship schedule. We will attempt to have 
Outdoor worship (weather permitting) the second, fourth and fifth Sundays of summer.  Bring your blankets to 
sit on and a light jacket as needed. We will have the first Outdoor Worship June 30. 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
Join the Sunday morning Adult Bible class located in the Library.  The current study is the role of a 

Pastor and the congregation according to Scripture’s books of Timothy and Titus.  
The Thursday night Men's Bible group are using a study entitled, “The Great 

Divide” which is a study of Islam. This is a great time to join with other men in the study of 
God’s Word. They meet the first Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm in the library. 

Steve Mooney leads a second Men’s group, which meets the second Tuesday of every 
month @ 1 pm. The current study is; Jesus "I Am" Words, found in the Book of John. All men, 
high school and older, are welcome to both of these groups! 

 
OFFICE 

 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Submit bulletin articles by Wednesdays and Newsletter articles by the third Sunday each month. 
 Church doors are locked when Terri is not in the building. 
 Check all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

150th ANNIVERSARY EVENTS 
 In June there will be several special events to celebrate our 150th anniversary. We will have a float in the 
Geneseo Parade on Fathers’ Day. The parade will be Sunday, June 16 beginning at 1 pm. Watch for more 
details. Help will be needed for workers and people to walk in the parade. 
 The second special day is Sunday, June 23. We will NOT have morning SS/Adult and Youth Bible 
Class or Worship. We will have a worship service beginning at 2 pm. President Mark Miller will be our guest 
Pastor for this service. Ross Jallo (past member of St. John’s) will be our guest organist. Following the service 
will be an Old Fashion Ice Cream Social. We would ask help from the congregation to provide your yummy 
cakes, pies and cookies. Whiteys Ice Cream will be served also. A sign-up sheet is available on the table next to 
the coat room. 



JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
1 Jessica Johnson 
1 Jerry Hickenbottom 
3 Karna Hollatz 
4 Aidan Coppejans 
5 James Rahn 
6 Mike Kolb 
7 Darla Johns 
7 John Neumann 
7 Kem Schillinger 
8 Coni Himmelman 
8 Katrina Nerud 

9 Richard Anderson 
9 Dominick O'Neil 
11 Kathy Welch 
12 Paula Chapa 
12 Emerson Mitchell 
12 Seth Winchell 
13 Mandolyn Davila 
15 Lexie Ague 
15 Richard DeWulf 
16 Rachael Himmelman 
16 Denise Winchell 

17 Kelsey Ague 
18 Sharilyn Iliff 
18 Sandra Rahn 
19 Nicole Nerud 
24 Haillie Miller 
24 Rodney Miller 
25 Rosalie Jorgensen 
27 Rebecca Ague 
27 Kyle Rahn 
28 Liz Neumann 
30 Maxx Hermann 

 
JUNE BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

1 Robert Daniels 
2 Rylie Hallendorff 
3 Jennifer Magerkurth 
4 Scott Welch 
4 Dan Werner 
5 Harrison Wright 
6 Ben Schillinger 
8 Matthew Gehn 
8 Linda White 
10 Lee Johnson 

10 Kyle Wickwire 
12 Addison Jorgensen 
14 Gannon Marckese 
15 Linda Aper 
16 Charles Johnson 
16 Theresa Mosher 
17 Randall Rasmussen 
18 Martin Himmelman 
18 Janice Neeld 
22 Mike Dahl 

22 Lindsey Gustafson 
24 Payten Helg 
26 Richard Anderson 
26 Craig Mosher 
27 Gabe Loenser 
28 Kyle Miller 
29 Claire Yerkey 
30 Marcia Helke 
30 Jacob Miller 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

  3 Lee/Lynne Johnson (1956) - 63 yrs 
  6 Rufus/Kristin Hamby (2013) - 6 yrs 
  7 Gary/Darla Johns (1964) - 55 yrs 
14 David/Denise Schmedt (2015) - 4 yrs 
19 Bob/Norma Daniels (1955) - 64 yrs 
18 Arlyn/Marcia Helke (1967) - 52 yrs 

20 Justin/Justine Mitchell (2009) - 10 yrs 
22 Jay/Janelle Gibson (2014) - 5 yr 
24 Fred/Sheila Magerkurth (1962) - 57 yrs 
25 Bill/Julie Lage (1999) - 20 yrs 
27 Mike/Francie Kolb (1970) - 49 yrs 

 
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

 Graduation is such a big step in our lives. We want to congratulate some young people who have 
complete their studies in either high school or higher institution of learning.  
 Andrew Hock, son of Don and Sarah Hock, graduates from Geneseo High School May 26. Andrew 
plans to work for a while until he decides what his next step will be.  
 Christian Loenser, son of Gabe Loenser, graduates from Geneseo High School May 26. Christian will 
continue working on the farm and attend Blackhawk East for mechanics.  
 Claire Yerkey, daughter of Sarah and the late Tim Yerkey, has graduated from the University of Illinois 
with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a minor in Spanish. Claire is going to work with the 
Christian organization, The Navigators (navigators.org), in Collegiate Ministry in Puerto Rico for the next 2 
years. 
 Jonathan Barry, son of Brad and Michele Barry, graduated from The University of Illinois with a 
Bachelor of Science in Psychology. He will be attending grad school this fall 
at the University of Wisconsin where he plans to get a Masters in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling. 

Rachel Daniels, grand-daughter of Bob & Norma Daniels, graduated from 
Geneseo High School May 26. Rachel plans to attend the University of Iowa 
studying in the Pharmacy area. 
 Will Daniels, grand-son of Bob & Norma Daniels, graduated from Central 
College in Pella IA with a degree in Biology. Will plans to go into the ‘Masters’ 
program at the University of Iowa for pre-med. Will also plans to complete on 
year on the track and field team for University of Iowa. 



ALTAR FLOWERS 
Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the flower chart which is on the bulletin 

board next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you 
want to provide flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest 
is done for you. 

 
LWML NEWS 

St. John’s LWML met Tuesday May 14, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 7 members present. Joyce Dodge 
opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
 The May paradox is “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 
John 12:24 
 Wanda Rahn led our topic of the day which was taken from our Quarterly and 
entitled; “Nameless Women of the Bible”.  
 Minutes from the April meeting were approved as printed. We received a letter informing us our Mite 
proposal for the Pastor Library in Kenya was approved and minutes from the LWML District Convention which 
Terri will send out to everyone in our society. 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. April receipts: Mites $497.75, Operating 
$31, Missions $160. Distributions: Mites $497.75, Operating $20. Clausing $150. Balance: Missions $533.84, 
Operating $157.67.  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. There was a discussion who to ask for LWML/Mission Sunday. Several suggestions were LHM, Dakota 

Boys & Girls Ranch, Bethesda, IL State Campus Ministry, Eastern Campus Ministry, Missionary Gary, 
and Pastor Milas. No decisions were made so this will be tabled until our next meeting. 

2. Pastor Salifu was at Concordia this past Sunday. Joyce shared some of the updates concerning his 
ministry in Ghana. The ministry there is growing in leaps and bounds. There are now 821 children 
attending their schools and 13 churches under his care. He has 5 assisting pastors and Lay people to help 
him in caring for these schools and churches of which the farthest is 30 miles away. They have 25 
classrooms and will need 2 more by fall. Pastor Salifu’s radio program has also been a great blessing in 
reaching the people. They were tremendously blessed with the ‘Sandals’ and ‘Well cover’ programs. 
Thank you for your prayers, encouragement and lastly for the financial support.  

3. Joyce passed out the list of Mite projects for 2019-2020 and red the first 2. 
 

Our next meeting will be June 11 with Karna Hollatz doing devotions, topic by Joyce Dodge, and Margo 
Schillinger as Hostess. We closed our meeting reading together Mite Box Prayer #3. Joyce Dodge served a 
yummy cake with fresh rhubarb topping.                                    Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary  

 
MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 

Student Aid for Church Workers………………………………………………………………………....$30,000 
 Due to the high cost of becoming a full-time church worker, many students find it difficult to complete 
their schooling. This grant will provide partial funding to CID students so they may realize their dreams of 
becoming full-time church workers. These funds would be distributed through the LCMS CID Scholarship 
Committee. 
 

YOUTH NEWS 
 Summer is here and it is a time of busy schedules, extra activities, and 
vacations. Don’t take a vacation from God. Our Youth will continue to have Bible 
study each Sunday morning at 8:45 am. Watch the bulletin and your emails for YOW 
activities throughout the summer months.  
 We are excited to welcome Sarah and Nicole Nerud to YOW. A special event is 
being planned for Friday June 7 @ 6 pm to welcome them. Hope to see everyone there.



 There are 5 youth and Sandy Rahn are going to ‘Higher Things’ June 25-29. Pray for their safe travels. 
May they be richly bless by all they see and experience. We pray they also return filled with a strong desire to 
serve their Lord and this congregation. 
 All youth are encouraged to help with VBS. Sign up on the sheets found on the table next to the 
coatroom. This is a great way to serve others. VBS is June 10-14, 5:30 until 7:45. If you cannot help all week 
we invite you to help whatever days you can, just let Sandy Rahn know your schedule. 
  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 V.B.S. is Mon-Fri June 10-14 from 5:30-7:45pm.  Each night will start with a 
light meal served between 5:30-5:50 pm, then opening starts at 6:00pm.  Our theme is 
Roar! Life is Wild...God is good!  Nightly the students will discover how God is good 
through all of life's challenges.  Students will also experience the solid foundation of 
God's goodness--something they can stand on, cling to, hold and remember when the 
wild side of life appears.  So register as soon as possible.  Contact Sandy Rahn or Wanda 
Rahn. 

We also need lots of helpers for V.B.S. to run smoothly for our young ones.  
Please pray and consider being a volunteer, whether it's teaching, doing crafts, helping set up, decorating or just 
walking kids from station to station. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 Summer Sunday school materials have been ordered. Don’t let the busyness and extra 
activities of summer keep you from staying in God’s Word. Bring your children to Sunday 
school and consider attending Bible class as well. God does not take a vacation from loving and 
caring for us. Let’s not take a vacation from the study of His Word and attending worship 
regularly. 
   

ST JOHN 150TH TRIVIA QUIZ 
 The committee for the 150th celebration has decided that it would be fund to include some information in 
each monthly newsletter about the history of our congregation. It is important that we appreciate the way our 
church was founded by those German immigrants and the lengths they went to in assurance their families would 
be faithful to the teachings of the Gospel. 

1. T or F    Many of the families of St. John’s were related or had been friends in Germany. 
2. T or F    Although most of the men were farmers, some also worked in the local coal mines. 
3. T or F   Life was hard for the families. Although they started out with only a few acres, had to build a 

home, and dig a well, by the turn of the century (1900) many had prospered and were able to 
retire in Geneseo. 

4. T or F    Some early immigrants had to live in dugouts in the hillside south of where St. Peter’s Church 
is now located. They survived the winter living on what others brought them to eat.  

5. T or F    To communicate with family members left behind in Germany, they could only send letters 
which took a long time to arrive. 

 
Do you have old pictures of St. John’s people or activities especially before 1900? Contact Bev 
Peterson. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Some disciples of John the Baptist were questioning him about the baptism and preaching of Jesus. 

Many disciples were going to Jesus instead of John the Baptist. 
John the Baptist answers: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is 

given him from heaven” (John 3:27). 
John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are 

from heaven. God provides everything we have in body and soul. 
We are taught this in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small Catechism. 

 
In the First Article of the Creed, we learn that God has made us and everything in the universe. 



“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 
and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 
wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need 
to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 
evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness 
in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” 
In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself by taking 

the form of a servant. 
In so doing, He “has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.” 
In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God, did are 

given to us through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church. 
“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 
the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He 
daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me 
and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.” 
Indeed, “a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.” 
But how easy is this for us to forget? How easy is it for us to think that what we have in life is because 

we have earned it? 
How easy is it for us to forget that all our skills – the abilities of our hands and minds, the ethic to work 

diligently, and the desire to improve – is given to us from heaven, just as John the Baptist said?  
How easy it is for us to forget that it is Christ alone, and the work of the Holy Spirit, that reveals His 

salvation to us, delivers it to us, and that none of this is our doing? 
Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving into God’s Holy Word, and for praying 

without ceasing.  
But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven. These duties are not earned; they are given 

in response to what He has accomplished for us. 
Everything we have, and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in heaven. 
Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks – with a first-fruits, generous 

proportion offering of what He has given to us. 
 

EVANGELISM 

Are you a parent, or have you known a parent who is experiencing a relationship standoff with a son or 
daughter? The booklet Parents of Prodigals considers the impasse that leads the child to take flight. This 
booklet will help you to deal with the questioning of what could have been done differently, the anxiety and 
frustration over the situation one feels powerless to do anything about, and will give you hope. Pick it up in the 
narthex tract rack. 

Every day we work with, shop with, visit with, live next to, play on teams with, get our hair styled by and get our 
cars fixed by people who need to know about Jesus and His great love for them.  Whom can we tell this week that God 
loves them and Christ died for their sins? 

 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 

 Larry Kane has recently completed training as a Stephen Leader. He will be commissioned 
June 2 during our worship service. We ask God’s blessings on Larry and this special area of 
ministry. May he be given the tools and heart needed to reach those who are struggling with the daily 
tasks before them. 

 



HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 

families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them 
whenever possible. There is no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                                    
Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special 
prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the 
church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
 

There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can pray 
for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  
James 5:16b 

 
COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 

 We are blessed with people who are willing to give of their time and talents in serving God, this church, 
and the members of St. John’s. During the month of June, we ask you remember the Stewardship Board (Sherry 
Wechsler and Carolyn Werner). Their job is to remind and encourage us to use all our gifts in service to God 
whether it be our time, talents or treasures. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 Throughout each month, please join the Council in praying for two families of St. John’s congregation. 
The families for the month of June are: Rod Miller family and Gabe Loenser family. 

 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular 
worship in church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s 
love and mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their 
confirmation promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and 
minister to their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who 
will reach out to help provide for those needs. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You 

would show mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
 

Jim/Shirley Dahl 
John Wildermuth 
Bob Esterlein 
 

Cleone Loenser 
Bob Peterson  
Joyce Miller 
 

Marilyn Woods 
Tim/Kristy Wolfe 

OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 
Rev. Timothy Nerud and family 
Family of James Lundquist 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 

Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Corey Neumann (cousin of John Neumann)   



Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Alaina Dicky (great niece of Sandy Kane)             
Judy Umbarger (wife of Pastor Umbarger, St. John EM) 
Rosemary Sternbeck (wife of Pastor David Sternbeck)  

Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Judy Wiegle (daughter of Faye Piepho) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary Gardner (nephew of Bob & Lois Esterlein 
 

 MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION UPDATES 
 Ann Raschke has been transferred to the Church Triumphant 
James Lundquist has been transferred to the Church Triumphant 
 

150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
“The Lord is faithful through all generations, therefore we will tell of His mercy to our children.” 

 The verse above is our theme throughout this year of 2019. St. John’s Lutheran Church is celebrating a 
tremendous milestone of God’s faithfulness and blessings. During the year, we will focus on the many gifts 
given to our ancestors and us throughout these many years. Not only will we look back, but we want to look 
forward as well. We have a great message to share. Our ancestors knew the importance staying true to the Word 
of God and they eagerly shared this message of God’s grace through Jesus to their families, friends, surrounding 
communities and around the world. We can do no less. May our voices speak in strength and boldness about 
our loving Heavenly Father and the salvation given to all who would believe in Christ Jesus.   
                                                                                                                                    Answers to quiz: All are True 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Thoughts: 
Rogation 

“Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:24b) With these words from the Gospel 
reading for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, our Lord invites His Church to call upon Him in any need or want. As 
the Word by which all creation was spoken into existence, He cares for and tends to His creation each and every 
day. He is not the absent watchmaker, winding up creation and letting it run on its own, unattended, until the 
day it all ends. By inviting us to pray, our Lord reminds us that He certainly gives all good things without our 
prayer, even to all evil people, but we pray that God would lead us to realize this and receive His blessings with 
thanksgiving (to paraphrase Luther’s explanation to the Fourth Petition). 

From as early as the fifth century, Christians have set aside the three days between the Sixth Sunday of 
Easter and Ascension as days of prayer. While the precise focus of these prayers has varied through time and 
place, they have focused on the First Article gifts of God’s creation. In recent years, these prayers have focused 
especially on agriculture, industry, and commerce. As you contemplate those lists of examples Luther gives in 
his explanations of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, 
remember that for Christ’s sake, our Father grants all things needful to His creation. 

“He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things?” (Romans 8:32) 

                                           Rev. Michael Mohr, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Vandalia IL 



Stay Connected with the Central Illinois District 
CID’s website: http://www.cidlcms.org/ 
CID’s GatePost (newsletter) http://www.cidlcms.org/gatepost.html (New Issue is Out) 
Subscribe to the E-GatePost/Monthly Bulletin Inserts: http://www.cidlcms.org/ 
Pray for Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by your church’s Mission Dollars to the 

District. “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored...”  
Please remember in your prayers the outreach of Christ Lutheran Church for the Deaf and Pastor Tom Phillips. 
Pastor Phillips is our CID missionary. He serves in Jacksonville. He also travels the District to tell the hearing 
impaired the Good News about Jesus. This year, he has been traveling to many of our Lutheran schools to 
explain his ministry. 
 
CPH – Enduring Faith Sunday School-Midweek Bible Curriculum 

Build bridges between Sunday school and real-life discipleship.  Concordia Publishing House’s all-new 
Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum will nurture your students’ faith in Jesus with flexible curriculum for Sunday 
school, Midweek program, small groups and homeschool. 

 Download free samples  
 Additional CPH Website (https://teachthefaith.cph.org/enduring-faith/bible-curriculum) 

 
Rev. Rick Milas’ Retirement Celebration  
Saturday July, 27 and Sunday, July 28, 2019 

University Lutheran Church is planning a celebration of Pastor Rick Milas’ retirement as the Campus 
Pastor for the University of Illinois, Champaign. More information will be released soon.  
 
LERT (Lutheran Emergency Response Team) 
Volunteer Training Events-Saturday, July 20, 2019 Immanuel Lutheran Church 902 Cleveland Ave. and 
Charleston, Illinois 61920 9:00 am - 2:30 pm (Sign-in begins at 8:30 am). 
     Registration form (http://www.cidlcms.org/LERT.Charleston.7.20.19.pdf) 

The registration fee ($35.00) includes your disaster response training manual, disaster response vest, 
Certificate of Completion, I.D. badge, breakfast, and lunch. Please register at least one week before the event, if 
at all possible. Walk-ins are welcome. Please pay with check made out to the host church. 

Welcome to the Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) volunteer training program provided by the 
LCMS Office of National Mission. Together we will walk through a simple training program designed to help 
you serve as a trained Christian volunteer when a disaster strikes. 
 

INTERESTING BIBLE FACTS 
 Our Bible contains 810,697 words. This is about four times as many as are found in a book of average 
length. Although so long a book and dealing with the greatest theme that can engage the mind of man, its 
vocabulary is singularly limited. Only 6,000 different words are used, which is very small compared to the 
20,000 employed by Shakespeare in writing his plays. Not only is the vocabulary limited, but the average word 
in the Bible contains but fine letters. Many of these short words in the Bible are, however, full of the deepest 
meanings and are worthy of earnest study. Such as these short five-lettered words: Grace, peace, faith, saved, 
serve, glory and Jesus.  

 
 
 

Happy Memorial                                               
Day! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 ELDER 

Larry Hock 
ACOLYTE 

Bridgette Smith 
USHERS 

Dan Maeltzer 
Roselyn Maeltzer 

Dave Schmedt 
Dee Schmedt 

  1 

2 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
   (Anniversary Offering) 

3 4 5 6 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Ladies Aid 1:30 pm 
Elders 6:30  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7:30 pm 

7 8 

9 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
Installation 3 pm 
Dinner 4 pm 

10 
 
 
 
VBS 5:15 pm 
 

11 
LWML/Men’s Bible 
                Study 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
VBS 5:15 pm 

12 
 
 
 
VBS 5:15 pm 

13 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
 
 
VBS 5:15 pm 

14 
 
 
 
VBS 5:15 pm 

15 

16    VBS Sunday 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
   Worship/Comm 10 am 
       Float in Gen. Parade 

17 18 
Council meeting 7 pm 

19 20 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

21 22 

23 
Community Celebration 
                Worship  2 pm 
Ice Cream Social 3 pm 

24 25 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
 
 
Youth @ Higher Things 

26 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 
 
 
__________________

27 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
 
 
_________________ 

28 
 
 
 
__________________ 

29 
 
 
 
__________________

30 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Outdoor Worship 10 am 

      

   2019 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH             
8948 N 1900 AVE           
GENESEO  IL  61254                                  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE 
CLASS - 8:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy Communion 

June 9, 2019 – 3 pm, Installation of Rev. Tim 
                      Nerud. A dinner will follow the service. 
 
June 23, 2019 – 2 pm, Anniversary Service  
                     followed by an Ice Cream Social 
 


