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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 
-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“A Real and Really Useful Presence” 

After the last few months of considering the Biblical and historic practice of closed Communion, one thing made 
absolutely clear is the Real Presence of Christ in the Lord’s Supper: that His body and blood are truly given with the 
bread and the wine and received by the mouth whether one believes is them to be present or not. But we might wonder, 
“Couldn’t Christ still have given us the forgiveness of sins even without His body and blood being present, like how in 
Baptism His Word of command and promise is added to water?” Put simply, is His body and blood in the Sacrament a 
real, yet useless presence? 

Of course, when asking such a question we do so in the humble faith that recognizes that the Lord does not make 
mistakes, nor does He do anything that is foolish or meaningless. But if that is the case, is it possible to know what benefit 
it might be for Him to give us His body and blood? Please consider these few brief thoughts. 

1. The certainty of forgiveness. The Word of God does is might, doing what it says. “Let there be light,” and there 
was, “Lazarus come out,” and the (no longer!) dead man did, “Your sins are forgiven,” and they are. But we are 
not so mighty. We doubt because we know our sins. So, we hear the Word of forgiveness and we think, “That is 
most certainly true for others, but it cannot be for me.” And so that our doubts would be overcome and faith made 
sure, Jesus gives to us as a solemn pledge of assurance the very body which hung on a cross for us, the very blood 
which was shed to earn our forgiveness. It is His way of making each one of us absolutely certain that we are 
eating and drinking for the forgiveness of my sins.1 

2. Strength to live a holier life. As there is nothing good, but only sin that dwells in us by nature, and many evil fruits, 
including doubts of various sorts, sprout forth constantly, Christ, the true vine, feeds us His most holy body and 
blood in the Supper that we might draw from it new, good, spiritual sap (John 15:1-6). For when Christ is in us, 
which He certainly is when we eat His body and drink His blood in the Lord’s Supper, then we are in Christ, and 
the wicked fruits are reduced, and more holy and abundant good fruits are brought forth in us as new creations in 
Christ. Receiving His body and blood is for us a concrete reminder that “He who is in you is greater than he who is 
in the world” (1 John 4:4).  

3. The assurance of our own bodily resurrection unto glory. In this life we are under the cross, attacked by Satan and 
the world, weakened by our own flesh. In the Supper, Christ gives to us His own body and blood which is now 
exalted in the glory of the Father beyond all such miseries. So now to help us in our misery and weakness, He 
gives us His true body and blood which has passed through suffering and death into glory and eternal life. With 
such a joining of His ascended human nature to our own, He gives us a great assurance that He does not wish us to 
remain in this lowliness and death forever, but will raise our bodies to be conformed to His glorified body 
(Philippians 3:21). 

                                                            
1 This is also a benefit of individual confession and absolution. 



4. Joining with the worship of heaven. We conclude the Proper Preface in the Divine Service with the words, 
"Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Thy glorious 
name . . ." These words confess the Biblical truth that the ascended Christ is surely in heaven, yet He is also with 
us.2 We are at Mt. Zion, the Church on earth, and so being in the ascended Lord’s presence, we are then brought 
into the presence of God and all the angels and saints.3 While this is clearly by faith and not sight, it is no less real 
just because we cannot see it. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed!” (John 20:29) What a 
comfort to consider that as we gather around the Sacrament, we are with the angelic hosts and all believers 
throughout time and space, even those who, having died in faith, are now in heaven! 

5. True fellowship with fellow believers. As one loaf is produced from many grains and one cup from many grapes, 
so too many believers become the one body of Christ! We are all children of the heavenly Father and brothers and 
sisters to Christ who is our brother in the flesh, His blood being the “family blood.” Thus, we are all brothers and 
sisters to one another in Christ, whose body and blood we each eat and drink and so Who indwells each of us. The 
Supper is a confession of our unity. But more, it is a means through which the Holy Spirit empowers us to live that 
unity in Christian love.4   

More could be said and more detail given, but certainly the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood in the Sacrament 
is not a “real but useless presence,” but a “real and really useful presence” in the Sacrament. May we believe that and so 
gladly receive His body and blood for forgiveness and the many other blessings He gives to us in the Holy Communion! 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Nerud 

A Look at the Lutheran Confessions: 
The Nicene Creed, Theology of the Second Article 
Last month we pointed out that, beyond a bit more detail, the First Article of the Nicene Creed is very similar to the 

Apostles’ Creed. But not so the Second Article! For it was here, on the person of the Son of God, that the great 
controversy had arisen. As was mentioned in an earlier article on the history of the Nicene Creed, a group known as the 
Arians, in their attempt to explain the mystery of the Trinity, specifically that of the relationship between the Father and 
the Son, made the Son a subordinate being to the Father. He was declared to be the highest of all creation, but still a 
created being Himself. Hence their slogan, “There was a time when He [the Son] was not.”    

While making sense to human reason, this teaching went against clear texts of Scripture which teach the full divinity 
of the Son of God and His eternal nature.5 And so, based upon the Bible, the orthodox bishops gathered at Nicea wrote 
these words of confession, that the only-begotten Son of God is “God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.” 
With these words they thereby declared that the Son is truly and completely divine, being true God in whatever sense the 
Father is also true God. So again, the Son is “begotten, not made,” confessing the mystery of the Trinity in which the Son 
is eternally begotten of the Father and not made by Him at some later time.  

This is because He is “of one substance with the Father.” As a man’s son must be a true and full man, truly could not 
be anything else, as they share the same substance of humanity, so the Son of God must be God, sharing the same divine 
substance as the Father. And so, it is said of the Son, “by whom all things were made,” as the Scriptures reveal that the 
Father created through the Son, hence the Son Himself is the creator and preserver.6  

After closing all loopholes against the Arian heresy, the article then continues similarly to the Apostles’ Creed, 
speaking of the incarnation of the Son and the events of His saving work, especially focusing on His death, resurrection, 
ascension and session to the right hand of the Father, and our final deliverance when He returns as our Judge and brings us 
into His kingdom which has no end. This portion of the article includes some key phrases, “for us men and for our 
salvation” and that His crucifixion was “also for us.” These words confess the substitutionary atonement of Christ, the 
Son of God. He takes our place under God’s Law in perfect obedience, and also our place under God’s wrath upon our 
sinful disobedience. He offers the ransom of His divine blood to redeem us, and by His life and death reconciles sinners 
unto God.  

                                                            
2 See Matthew 28:20b; Acts 1:9-11; Ephesians 1:3, 15-22; 2:4-7; Hebrews 12:18-24. 
3 See Hebrews 12:22-24; Revelation 5:11-13. See also 1 Corinthians 11:10 which indicates that holy angels are with us when we 
gather for worship (the context of this verse). 
4 Note then how right it is that those who will not forgive others, or who cause divisions in the congregation should not receive the 
Communion until they repent. Such are sins against the unity the Sacrament both symbolizes and, more importantly, creates, sustains, 
and causes to grow!   
5 E.g. John 1:1-4, 14; 17:5; Colossians 1:15-17; 2:9. 
6 Ibid; also Hebrews 1:2. Here again the mystery of the Trinity comes before us and we must simply bow our heads in humility and 
raise our voices in adoration! 



As both an aside and a conclusion, it is appropriate to point out how this past event remains a good warning to the 
Church since Nicea. For the Arian’s teaching made sense to human reason, but was false and destroyed people’s certainty 
of salvation (after all, a Jesus who is not fully God cannot save us!). We are reminded that there are certain divine 
mysteries revealed in the Word of God that go beyond our reason (such as the Trinity or the incarnation of God’s Son). 
They are revealed by God to be believed for our spiritual benefit, but not to be rationally understood (which is beyond us). 
Thus, when a divine mystery is presented by someone in a way that is fully understandable and acceptable to human 
reason, such is almost certainly an indication of heresy. So, we should consider that other mysteries, such as baptismal 
regeneration, the Real Presence of Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, predestination, and the like, are not there 
to be rationally analyzed (which always leads to false teaching, doubts, and denial), but to be believed because God has 
said so, He will not, cannot, lie to us, and what He reveals is for our blessing!  

So, consider our spiritual forefathers who gathered at Nicea. They boldly confessed the Biblical truth in words that 
could be understood, yet did not attempt to explain away the divine mystery, but instead worked to uphold the mystery as 
it has been revealed. May we imitate their example of faithfulness to God’s Word and confessing it to the world!  

Next month we will consider the theology of the Third Article of the Nicene Creed. 
Pastor Nerud 
 

Apologetics: Super-successful self-cloning crayfish highlights evolutionary problem of sex7 
Since its discovery in Germany in 1995, the marbled crayfish has spectacularly spread across Europe and parts of 

Africa in huge numbers. Because it reproduces asexually (i.e. only a female is needed), this ‘self-cloning’ crayfish can 
establish a population in a lake or waterway starting with just one individual. Bearing a large number of young, the 
marbled crayfish appears to be out-competing ‘native’ crayfish, and some authorities have officially declared it a pest. 

Recent genetic analysis has found that the marbled crayfish has three sets of 92 chromosomes rather than the usual 
two. With two of these sets being identical to each other and only slightly different from the third set, researchers surmise 
that the marbled crayfish arose from a mating between two slough crayfish, Procambarus fallax. They say that one of 
those parents must have had an abnormal egg or sperm with two copies of its chromosomes rather than the usual single 
set. And so, the marbled crayfish now can copy itself as many other asexually-reproducing organisms do via apomictic 
parthenogenesis.c Its eggs do not need to be fertilized by sperm, and all contain the same three sets of chromosomes. 
Genetic analysis of marbled crayfish from various locations in Europe and Africa confirms that they are indeed all 
clones—genetically identical. 

The marbled crayfish has now been declared a new species, Procambarus virginalis, and is said by the researchers to 
“illustrate a unique path of animal genome evolution”.a But nowhere in this ‘evolution’ is there any evidence of anything 
that could have turned microbes into marbled crayfish, or any other of the multiplicity of plant, animal, and other creature 
kinds. Marbled crayfish have an extra set of genes, but no new ones (i.e. that didn’t already exist in crayfish 
populations)—how did crayfish get any of their genes originally? 

In fact, calling examples like this (and e.g. polyploidy, where a new plant species can arise from doubling the 
chromosome numbers of an existing one) ‘evolution’ is not just inaccurate but seriously misleading. This is because it will 
make many think that it is a ‘little bit’ of the same sort of process that, extended by millions of years, could turn worms 
into walruses. But this latter evolutionary story requires vast amounts of new information to arise, information that did not 
previously exist. For instance, information coding for eyes had to arise in a world that had never had such information 
before, and similarly for a mindboggling array of new systems and structures. However, such examples as the marbled 
crayfish obviously tell us absolutely nothing about any new information arising. 

What’s more, this new example of the success of asexual reproduction adds to the existing problem that evolutionists 
have (and many acknowledge) of explaining how and why sexual reproduction arose. If it is supposed to have been 
because of the alleged advantage of sex, this crayfish shows that an organism can be spectacularly successful just by 
cloning itself. So why should evolution ‘bother’ to evolve sexual reproduction in the first place? 
References and notes  

a. Gutekunst, J., and 6 others, Clonal genome evolution and rapid invasive spread of the marbled crayfish, Nature 
Ecology and Evolution 2:567–573, 2018 | doi:10.1038/s41559-018-0467-9. 

b. Pennisi, E., An aquarium accident may have given this crayfish the DNA to take over the world, sciencemag.org, 
5 February 2018. 

c. Parthogenesis = reproduction without sexual intercourse, apomictic is from Greek ‘without mixing’, it refers to 
parthenogenesis where there is no meiosis: a process that mixes the genes on chromosomes and produces cells 
with half the number of chromosomes. 

 

                                                            
7 by David Catchpoole; https://creation.com/asexual-crayfish-highlights-evolution-sex-problem 



BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are encouraged 

to attend) 
2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 

Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor. NO CLASS FOR MARCH & APRIL 
3. An afternoon study of “Christianity, The First Three Centuries” continues each month (next 

class is March 19th) meeting 1:30 pm – 3 pm. This is open to all members and friends of St. 
John’s.  

 
                                         SEASON OF LENT 

 Lenten mid-week services will continue @ 7 pm, March 4, 11, 18, and 25. Join us each 
week as we hear how our Savior goes to battle for each of us. 
 Suppers will be served before each Wednesday evening service from 5:15 – 6:30 pm. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the table next to the coat room. We are asking for donations of 
desserts and helpers to clean up each night. Those signing up to bring a dessert are asked it 
serve 12-15 people. Free-will donations from these suppers will be given to help Cristo Rey 
financially.  
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
5 Beverly Peterson 
8 Jaimie Jorgensen 
9 Don Hock 
10 Dan Maeltzer 
12 Kathy Remick 
12 Dylan Slonecker 
13 Adam Hock 

14 Arlyn Helke 
14 Andrew Hock 
14 Coy McKibbon 
17 Francie Kolb 
17 Duane Miller 
20 Roselyn Maeltzer 
23 Kenneth Allison 

23 Gayla Kroll 
24 Derek Helke 
25 Kevin Rahn 
29 Martin Himmelman 
31 Harrison Wright 

 
 

 
 

MARCH BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
2 Robert Erdman 
3 Brandon Gehn 
7 Janet Bertsos 
8 Jackson Bellmyer 
8 Makeena Wickwire 

9 Erik Boehmke 
15 Sean Helke 
23 Aaron Raschke 
24 Adam Hock 
24 Joel Jorgensen 

25 Bailie Bauchmann 
27 Don Hock 
29 Carmen Sette 

           
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
5 Joel/Jaime Werling (2005) - 15 yrs 
31 Brad/Michele Barry (1990) - 30 yrs 

31 Mike/Jan Dahl (1979) - 41 yrs

 
 

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 
 First Aid kits can be found in the kitchen next to the refrigerator and in the Preschool SS room (first room on right 

in Education Wing) on the counter. 
 

SPECIAL INGATHERING FOR CHRISTIAN CARE 
The LWML is collecting needed items for the Christian Care center in Rock Island during February, March and April. 

Deposit your donations in the box under the greeting card table. Items especially needed are flip flops/shower shoes, 



fabric softener sheets, Men's sweatpants (L to 2XL), men's jeans (30 to 34), and bleach. Other needed items are: napkins, 
toilet paper, paper towels, lotion, shaving cream, foot powder, hand soap, 13 & 39 gallon trash bags, sandwich and gallon 
size Zip-Loc bags, cooking spray, seasoning salt, sugar, coffee, black tea, creamer, canned fruit, condiments, salad 
dressings, and bus passes for IA and IL. Cash may be place in the can on the table. 

 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday February 11, 2020 at 1:00 pm. We had 10 members, 1 guest, and Pastor Nerud 
present. Liz Neumann opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 Our focus this year is ‘In Praise to the LORD!’. Our praise verse for this month is: Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6 
 Wanda Rahn read a devotion called, “Be Kind to Those We Meet”. She led our study from the Quarterly, “Beauty 
Marks”.  
 Margo shared information on our seventh National Mite Grant project, ‘Restoring Hope for Detroit children and 
families – Camp Restore Detroit’ for $100,000. 
 Minutes were approved as written. Correspondence received came from Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch. 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. January receipts – Mites $335.61, Missions $47, 
Operating $22. January distributions – Mites $335.61, Operating $25, Clausings $150. Balance: Missions $282.84, 
Operating 56.32.  
OLD BUSINESS 

 Liz thanked those who turned in their LWML Volunteers sheets.  
 The volunteer sheet was reviewed and each area filled with willing workers. 

o Visit homebound – Liz, Margo, Sherry, Carolyn, and Marilyn 
o Mission Lady – Terri 
o “For Women Only” events – Liz, Carolyn, Terri, Wanda 
o Stamps for Missions – Karna 
o Collect Bibles & Portals of Prayer – Sherry 
o Pill Bottles – Bev 
o Send regular greetings to Clausings – Sherry 
o Send greeting cards to members and Adopted student – Kathy Curry 
o Remembrance gifts to newly baptized and married members – Wanda 

We are looking into a devotional for our college students which was suggested by Pastor. 
We closed our meeting joining together in reciting Mite Prayer # 2 together. Next month Liz will have devotion 

and topic. Carolyn will serve as hostess.  
A time of fellowship followed enjoying strawberry or raspberry cheesecake served by Terri. 
                                                                                                     Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 

 
MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 

Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington, DC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000 
 LCMS is taking a leading role in the charge to end a crumbling culture. The LCMS has the unique gift 
and task of bearing witness to Christ, as our forefathers in the faith have done. The mission of the Lutheran 
Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) is to ignite and fuel a uniquely Lutheran response to increasing intrusions 
by the government in the realm of the Church while educating, encouraging, and equipping LCMS members 
and organizations to take informed action in support of religious freedom. This office is at the very epicenter of where a 
compelling Christian witness is needed most in the years to come. These funds will be used to off-set continued operating 
costs. 

YOUTH NEWS 
 Make Sunday morning Bible class a priority in your life. Come learn, share and grow in 
your walk as a Christian. No one is an island unto themselves. 
 We are in the season of Lent. Just a reminder that there are suppers served each Wednesday 
evening 5:15pm – 6:30 pm, followed by Lenten worship at 7 pm. Take advantage of this season to 
reflect on the love of Jesus and the extreme sacrifice He made for each of you. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 Sunday school continues each week. Our offering project for the 2019/2020 school year is 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, books for Ethiopia. Don’t forget to bring your offering each week. These 
children desperately need the Word of God in their own language. 



 Hopefully the Lenten materials, sent home with your children, are an opportunity for family time and Christian 
discussions.  
 The VBS program is in hand. We ask your prayers as we review the materials and begin to make plans for the 
2020 week. We need your support, encouragement and hands for a successful week. 
 “If you would bring up a child in the way he should go, be sure you are going that way yourself.” 

                                                       ALTAR FLOWERS 
During the season of Lent there will be no flowers on the Altar. We want to observe this time of 

penitential reflection. If your special event falls during these weeks, why not consider giving on another 
Sunday. 

Easter Lilies will grace our sanctuary Easter Sunday. The cost is $8 per plant. You may sign-up on 
the sheet found on the table next to the coatroom. Please sign-up and pay Terri Hock by March 15th. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
We are at the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season, the church calls to our attention the sufficiency of 

what God gives. It points to the sufficiency of God’s grace in the atoning work of Jesus. It shows us the sufficiency of 
faith in Jesus’ work for us. It makes known the sufficiency of God’s Word in faith and life.  

But Lent doesn’t just remind us of the sufficiency of God’s spiritual gifts, the gifts that pertain to our redemption 
and salvation. Lent also reminds us of the sufficiency of the physical, temporal gifts of God, those that pertain to this body 
and life. In other words, it reminds us of the importance of godly contentment and of outward 
discipline and training of the body.   

This outward training of the body teaches us not to give in to every desire of our flesh but 
to learn to say no to them. And it does this in such a way that if you fail, it is no sin. It is a way to 
practice without putting yourself into a compromising situation.  

The easiest example of this is fasting. When you fast, you are practicing saying no to the 
desires of your body. But if you fail in this, if you break your fast, you have not sinned. You have, though, learned 
something about how your flesh works, how difficult it is to fight against it, and how you need help from above in order to 
do it.  

There is another example of this. It is alms-giving. This is an increase in giving to the church and its mission 
during this time. We all know that our flesh finds security in money and stuff. By committing to give more to the church, 
you are training your flesh. You are, by this outward discipline, training yourself to be content with what God gives. You 
are practicing saying “no” to your desires. Again, if you fail, you have not sinned. But you’ve learned just how powerful 
your flesh is in leading you instead of you leading it. You’ve learned how you need help from above in being content with 
what God gives.  

This is why St. Paul instructs young Pastor Timothy in this way:  
 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and[a] we cannot take 
anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire 
to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin 
and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.” (1 Tim 6:6–10) 

 
Our sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is in God. Let us learn this without sin by training our flesh this Lenten season.  

 
EVANGELISM 

Seek the Lord while He may be found.  The Lord allows the world to continue that others may still come to faith.  
While there is still time, invite those you know to hear the Good News of eternal life in Christ. 

Today's media features many stories on angels. The New Age Movement suggests that each one of us 
has a "personal angel" and encourages us to get in contact with it. Can we see angels? What is their purpose? 
Explore the biblical evidence of angels and their purpose inside "The Truth About Angels." You'll find the 
special role angels serve in delivering the Gospel message. Check it out in the tract rack in the narthex. 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, this 
congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever possible. There is 
no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 



your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 
We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer will 

be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church secretary. 
‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 

There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can 
pray for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
James 5:16b 

 
COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 

 During the month of March, we ask you remember the Board of Trustees: Bob Wechsler, Rod Miller, and Randy 
Rasmussen. They have a huge job overseeing the care of our property. Pray for them and willingly help them whenever 
the needs arise. 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 

and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 

Jim Rahn 
Bob Esterlein 
Joyce Miller   
Lee/Lynne Johnson 

Rob Dagit 
Barrett Hock   
Lillian Hock 
Paula Mooney 

Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch 
Tim/Kristy Wolfe 
Marilyn Woods

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 

Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Nick Fredrickson (neighbor of Linda Aper) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Paul Werner (brother of Dan Werner) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney)

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 



HAMMOND-HENRY HOSPITAL HEALTH SERIES 2019-2020 
 Hammond-Henry Hospital Foundation is planning two series of both Women’s Health and Men’s Health 
programs. Health professionals and other experts will offer information on a variety of topics affecting our health. 
 Women’s Health programs will be offered from 12 noon – 1 pm at the Cellar in Geneseo on the fourth Thursday 
of the month. The cost of the luncheon is $9.   

 Women’s topic:  March 26, 2020. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anxiety as We Age 
 Men’s topic:   March 4, 2020. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nutrition & Healthy Eating 
 

 Reservations can be made by calling 309-944-9112 or email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by Tuesday prior to 
the program you wish to attend.  

 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 
  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
ROCK ISLAND CIRCUIT and CID DISTRICT NEWS 

From Camp CILCA: 
Camp CILCA is in need of one or two assistant cooks to prepare meals for outdoor education, weekend retreats, 

and the summer camp program. Starting pay is between $12 and $14 per hour. Contact the camp office at 217-487-7497 
or camp@cilca.org for more information.  
  
LLL Annual Meeting March 7: 

Last chance to register for the Central Illinois LLL District Annual Meeting held at the Christ Lutheran Church in 
Normal on Saturday, March 7. As Christians we walk in the intersection of Church and State. Guest speaker, Rev. Dr. 
Gregory Seltz, Executive Director, Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL), will provide instruction and inspiration 
to lay people interested in becoming a Champion of Religious Liberty. Learn more about the newest LHM resources for 
you and your congregation to use in sharing the Gospel. Free will offering will be taken to support LCRL ministry. 
Babysitting will be provided at the event – please indicate number of children. Registration fee is $15.00 includes 
refreshment and catered lunch. Children and students are free 
Register today – check the church office for a registration information or contact Deloris Blessman, by phone (309)361-
1461 or by email delorisblessman@yahoo.com.  For more information you can contact <church ambassador/board 
member can insert contact information here> For information on the babysitting services contact Doris Kotte by phone 
(309)663-8995. Registration is due by March 2, 2020 
   
From Immanuel, Springfield:  

Immanuel Lutheran Church & Preschool in Springfield, Illinois is hiring.  Immanuel is a DCFS licensed Day Care 
Center (preschool).  They are currently interviewing candidates for the following position: Full-Time Preschool 
Director/Teacher for Three to Five-Year Olds.  Hours would be Monday-Friday from 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM starting June 1, 
2020.  Pay would be determined based on experience and degree level.  If you are interested, please send your resume and 
a letter of recommendation to Immanuel’s Chairman of Christian Education, Dorothy Negangard, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 2750 E. Sangamon Avenue, Springfield, IL  62702, or at dnegangard@yahoo.com. If you have any questions 
about this position, you can call Immanuel at (217) 528-5232 or Dorothy Negangard at (217) 416-1770. 

 
LWML: Proclaiming Jesus…75 Years of Serving the Lord with Gladness 

LWML CID DISTRICT CONVENTION, April 30 – May 2, 2020 
The Peoria/Pekin Zone invites you to celebrate 75 years of “Serving the Lord with 
Gladness.” Join us at Bethel Lutheran Church in Morton for a variety of celebration 
activities & events. Your Zone President will have more details in March. Contact 
Kristel Zobrist from Bethel Lutheran Church for any questions at 
kkzobrist@gmail.com 



Thursday night – Communion Worship service  Friday morning - 2 Bible studies and lunch 
Friday afternoon – Servant events 
Friday Evening – 75th Anniversary Banquet @ Countryside Banquet Facility in Washington featuring  

Jan Struck and other entertainment 
    Saturday – 75th LWML CID Convention 

Holiday Inn Express in Morton has rooms blocked for the event if anyone wants to make reservations now, please 
call 309-263-4400.  Ask for LWML rooms.  Reservation Deadline is March 31st. 

 
 

 “Grief 101: How can we help?”: 
Tuesday, March 24, 6:30pm, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1450 30th Avenue, East Moline 
We all face loss daily on some level...loss of health, a job, moving, 

a pet, or death of a loved one.   
Loss equals change, but at times change is very difficult to face.  As 
Christians who live in the certain and glorious hope of the resurrection and 
reunion to come we are blessed with a wonderful perspective to share with 
those who struggle with grief.   

We all also have family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors who 
will face grief sometime in their lives.  What do we say?  What should we 
not say?  How can we care for the grieving?   

Come learn about the grieving process and how to help others 
through their difficult time.   

Pastor Umbarger along with Lisa Levy, BSN, RN, hospice nurse and grief counselor, will share their gifts with us 
to give us a little more confidence to be servants of the Lord for our grieving brothers and sisters.   

Please sign up for this free class by Sunday, March 22, by calling St. John’s 309-792-0755, or by emailing Carrie 
Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com. 

 
 

LERT VOLUNTEER Training: 
 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church - 1450 30th Avenue, East Moline - Saturday, April 18 - 9:00am to 2:30pm 
Registration begins at 8:30am 

Registration fee is $35*  
Checks made out to St John’s Lutheran Church - Service Projects. 
Please register at least a week in advance. Walk-ins are welcome. 

*If you are already LERT certified, the event is considered continuing education therefore there is no charge for 
the training, but monetary donations are appreciated for your lunch. 

The Lutheran Early Response Team (LERT) volunteer training program is 
provided by the LCMS Office of National Mission. Together we will walk through a 
simple training program designed to help you serve as a trained Christian volunteer when 
a disaster strikes.  

After a brief introduction regarding the goals and theological rationale of LCMS 
Disaster Response, the LERT volunteer training will address the following areas: 
Christian Care in Times of Disaster, A Ministry of Presence, The LERT Program, Introduction to Disaster Response, At 
the Work Site (Debris Clean Up, Tarp and Patch, Flood and Mud Clean Up, Chainsaw Safety, Necessary Paperwork. 

AGE REQUIRMENT:  Anyone 15 years and older can take the class and become certified.  However, youth under 
18 must be accompanied by a certified parent during deployment.   

Please obtain a registration form from the information table or by contacting Carrie Homann, 
carrie.homann@gmail.com, 309-523-3330 

 
“A SIMPLE EXPLANATION OF…” 

 We have 3 different pocket size booklets for you to share with family and friends. All are found on the table under 
the office window. Help yourself. 
 Booklet titles are:  “A Simple Explanation of Christianity” 
    “A Simple Explanation of Holy Communion” 
    “A simple Explanation of Heaven and Hell” 
 



DO YOU KNOW? 
 We have a nice library of wonderful books. During these last days of winter why not check out one a book and 
enjoy a quiet time of reading and learning. Simply fill out the library card in the back of each book and place in the file 
box. When returning the book, simple place it in the basket. Enjoy! 
 

ROCK ISLAND CIRCUIT FORUM 
 Mr. Ken Schurb from CID will join us to lead a discussion of opportunities and challenges we face as 
congregations and a Circuit in these current days. In a way, the question we will engage comes from the title of a little 
paper that Pastor Hagen wrote: “Where Do We Go from Here?” In that paper he mentioned a number of factors such as 
congregations declining, the “graying” of the church, and declining numbers of new pastors.   
 All congregational members are welcome and encouraged to attend this Forum on March 15th beginning at 2 pm. 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 3300 – 24th St. Rock Island IL will be hosting this event. 
 
 

Mark your calendars. We will be privileged to host the Kantorei of Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, directed by Kevin Hildebrand, as they present a 
Choral Evening Prayer at Holy Cross on Friday March 6 @ 7:00 pm.  
 
 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

2 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

3 
Stewardship 9 am 

4 
Lenten Supper 5:15 
Worship 7 pm 

5 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Elders 6  pm 
Confirmation  7 pm 
 
 

6 
Kantorei @ Holy 
    Cross, Moline 7 pm 

7 

8 Turn clocks forward 
 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

9 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

10 
LWML 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
Council 6:30 pm 

11 
Lenten Supper 5:15 
Worship 7 pm 

12 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Confirmation  7 pm 

13 14 

15 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
Circuit Forum 2 pm @  
                  Immanuel, RI 

16 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

17 18 
Lenten Supper 5:15 
Worship 7 pm 

19 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 
Confirmation  7 pm 

20 21 

22 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
Elder’s Review 11 am 

23 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

24 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 
Grief 101 @ St. John 
   East Moline 6:30pm 

25 
Lenten Supper 5:15 
Worship 7 pm 

26 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Confirmation  7 pm 
 
 
 

27 28 
Mexican Fiesta @ 
Immanuel, RI  
                   5-7:30 pm 

29 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

30 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

31  ELDER 
Mike Dahl 

ACOLYTE 
Kayci Freeman 

USHERS 
Preston Smith 
Sabrina Smith 

Bridgette Smith 
Vivian Smith 

 

2020 



ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH            
8948 N 1900 AVE           
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SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – 8:45 AM 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
                     1ST & 3RD Sundays/Holy Communion 
 
Mid-week Lenten Services, Wednesdays – 7 pm 


