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“Closed Communion: Part III, the Church’s Historical Practice” 

As I have previously mentioned, church history cannot establish doctrine, only the Bible can do such. However, it is 
of great value to look at the church’s history and see how earlier Christians have done things, thus showing how Scripture 
was understood at various times. So, what can we say about communion practices? 

As was pointed out in the first article of this series, the LC-MS has practiced closed Communion from its inception, 
but we are not alone. The General Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America1 wrote the Akron rule (1872), 
which was later reaffirmed as the Galesburg Rule (1875). It was expressed quite simply as, “Lutheran pulpits are for 
Lutheran ministers only. Lutheran altars are for Lutheran communicants only.” Clearly the LC-MS was not the only 
Lutherans to think such a way (nor are we still the only ones). But is it only Lutherans in America who thought this way? 
To answer that, let’s go back to the beginning. 

Already in the New Testament times, false teachers had entered the church and were condemned by the apostles under 
the harshest of terms, that of eternal condemnation.2 Pastors were to be able to rebuke false doctrine just as the people 
were warned against it.3 Even giving any form of hospitality to false teachers was condemned, stating that it made one a 
participant in their evil.4 Clearly then, just as in the case of ancient Israelites who followed the false prophets, so also 
those who followed false apostles and teachers were considered outside of the fellowship just as was their teacher. And 
this divine necessity for the pure Word of God was taken up by the Church. 

The Didache, an early Christian writing (early 2nd century AD), gave guidelines to Christians on how to recognize 
false prophets and teachers and then commanded that they were not to be heard. It is pretty obvious that if they were not 
to be hear, then they would not be welcomed at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper (often called the Eucharist in these 
early writings). But it was not only the teachers who were tested. Congregations practiced only communing full members 
(those who were baptized, instructed, and confessed the faith). The early Christian Apologist Justin Martyr wrote (no later 
than 161 AD):  

And this food is called among us the Eucharist, of which no one is allowed to partake but the man who believes that 
the things we teach are true, and who has been washed with the washing that is for the remission of sins, and unto 
regeneration, and who is so living as Christ has enjoined.5 

Hearing this, it is not surprising to find that for a visitor to be permitted to receive the Communion he had to have on 
his person proof that he was a Christian and, second, that his church was orthodox, that is, following the correct teaching. 
                                                            
1 This is not to be confused with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, a denomination that was founded in 1988. 
2 E.g. Galatians 1:8-9. 
3 Titus 1:9; Acts 20:29-30; 2 Peter 2; 1 John 2:18-19; 4:1; Jude 3-16. 
4 2 John 10-11. 
5 Justin Martyr, Apology I, 66. Note beyond the requirement of agreement in doctrine also the reception of Holy Baptism and living a 
life in accordance with God’s Word. All these are biblical and so we still follow them. 



The Council of Carthage (AD 345) became even more stringent, requiring a letter from a person’s bishop before they 
could be communed.  

This practice of only communing those with whom there was doctrinal agreement continued into the Middle Ages. 
Thus, when the Western and Eastern Churches mutually excommunicated each other during the Great Schism (1054 AD), 
they know longer received the Lord’s Supper together. Not surprisingly, this understanding remained into the Reformation 
period, as Lutherans, Reformed, Papalists, and the various Anabaptist groups did not commune with each other. Truly, the 
thought would have been considered coming from either complete ignorance of the situation or a scorning of the truth a 
person supposedly claimed to believe. 

So where did open Communion come from? Honestly, it came from those who no longer believed the Bible’s 
command to preserve the purity of doctrine, and who turned from the practice of the Church throughout the ages. We see 
as a source those who felt Christianity was more about what one feels and does than what one believes (Pietism, 1700’s). 
For them, doctrine, while true (at least early on), was not as important as having a Christian conversion experience and 
living the Christian life (and so works began to trump faith). Thus, those who were “real” Christians (as just defined) felt 
more affinity for others like them, no matter their confession (Lutheran, Reformed, etc.), than those of the same 
confession who were often considered “dead” Christians.  

While these groups started small, a door was opened. Mainstream denominations that emphasized experiences and 
works formed, groups that also denied the Real Presence of Christ in the Sacrament, and so St. Paul’s warning about 
sinning against the body and blood6 was no longer applicable as they had determined that there was no body and blood 
present to be sinned against! Thus, Communion became to be seen simply as an empty remembrance of Jesus and an 
expression of love requiring, at most, only a general agreement on “the basics” (whatever the group determined to be 
such).  

Needless to say, while such open Communion is popular today in much of American Christianity, it has no basis at all 
in the Bible or the history of the Christian Church, except among erring groups, as the orthodox Church, historically, held 
to the necessity of doctrinal agreement as a requirement in order to receive the Communion. They understood the Bible to 
demand nothing less. As do we. God grant us to faithfully follow our forefathers in the faith! 
Next month we will consider some concluding thoughts on this topic. 
Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 

 
A Look at the Lutheran Confessions: 

The Nicene Creed, History 
While the Apostles’ Creed is a final compilation of early baptismal creeds, that is not the case with the Nicene Creed. 

When the last major persecution by the Romans begun under Emperor Diocletian (persecution: AD 303-313) ended the 
church began to be accepted, or at least be considered respectable in society. Sadly, what Satan could not do from without 
he then attempted from within, working to destroy the church through false teachers and their heresies. And the first great 
battle dealt with the Trinity, specifically, the relation of the Father and the Son to one another. 

As we all know, the doctrine of the Trinity is impossible to fully comprehend. How can there be one God who is also 
three distinct Persons? A brilliant theologian from Alexandria, Egypt named Arius (c. 250-336) attempted to give an 
answer. He began by saying that God is self-existent, and the He alone is without beginning. That is good and true, except 
that by the word “God” he meant only God the Father. This then leads to the conclusion that the Son, the Word, was only 
a creature. Yes, one that was made before all other things, and one which is above in every way all other things, but still a 
creature, something made by God (the Father). 

Thus, according to Arius, the Son, unlike the Father, did have a beginning. An Arian catch slogan said of the Son, 
“There was a time when he was not.” Consequently, while we speak of the Son as God’s Word and God’s Wisdom, He 
cannot be such according to God’s very essence (since the Son had a beginning and God would have had Word and 
Wisdom before such). So, the Son was an intermediary between God and creation, and while such titles as the Word, the 
Son of God, or even God, could be used of Him, ultimately, they were only “courtesy titles.” Because of Arius’ brilliance, 
charisma, and political sophistication, he quickly gained a strong following for his heresy, one which went well beyond 
Alexandria. 

Though Arius’ bishop, Alexander, excommunicated him, the virus spread and began tearing the church apart. 
Emperor Constantine, wanting a united church to help support his rule, called a council of bishops to deal with this 

                                                            
6 1 Corinthians 11:27-32. 



doctrinal question.7 He summoned bishops from all over the empire (hence an ecumenical council) who met in May and 
June, AD 325, in the city of Nicaea.  

God raised up a great defender of orthodoxy, the priest Athanasius, who served as Alexander’s secretary. Through 
much discussion, he made it clear that to follow Arius’ idea not only went against the revelation of One God, but it also 
made our salvation impossible. Based on Scripture, if the Son was not God, He could not pay the price for sins that 
satisfied God’s justice! The mediator between God and man must also be both God and man! And so, the First and 
Second Articles of what we call the Nicene Creed were written to condemn the Arian heresy, confessing the full divinity 
of the Son.8 

Unfortunately, while condemned, the Arian heresy did not go away. It continued to linger on through the next 
decades, sometimes with imperial support, and Athanasius himself suffered at least twenty years away during five 
different exiles. In addition, the Arian heresy went to the next logical conclusion, that the Holy Spirit is not God either. So 
later in 381, another council was held in Constantinople, and the third article was expanded to what we say today.9 The 
council of Chalcedon, held in 451, officially endorsed this expanded form of the Creed. 

Every time we confess the Nicene Creed, we not only confess the Biblical truth, but we confess the truth that was 
defended against the false teaching that would destroy the revelation of God and the salvation we have in Christ Jesus 
given to us by the working of the Holy Spirit. Let us truly make this Creed our own, as it is a true and pure declaration of 
God confessed by the one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 
 

Apologetics: Mars moons mystery 
How did Phobos and Deimos get to where they are?10 

It wasn’t until 1877 that the two moons of Mars were discovered.  
American astronomer Asaph Hall, acting on suspicions that Mars had at least one moon, had conducted a night-by-night 
methodical search using the telescope facility at the U.S. Naval Observatory in Washington, D.C. Frustrated at not finding 
anything, he was about to give up but his wife Angelina urged him to continue. The following night, 12 August, he 
discovered Deimos, closer in to the red planet than anyone had thought of looking before, orbiting just 23,000 km away.  
 
(By way of comparison, our Moon is about 384,000 km from Earth.a) Six nights later, Hall discovered Phobos, even 
closer in—only about 9,000 km from Mars.b 

 
Their close proximity to Mars and relatively small size had kept the moons hidden in the glare from the red planet until 
Asaph Hall’s dogged persistence finally found them. It helped that he had a much larger, and thus light-gathering, 
telescope than that available to astronomers like Galileo—26 inches (66cm) in diameter. He named them from Homer’s 
ancient poem, The Iliad, in which Phobos (Gk. = fear) and Deimos (Gk. = flight, as in fleeing after defeat) were the twin 
sons of Ares (Mars in the Roman pantheon), accompanying him into battle. 
 
Over the next century, as more information came to light about the two Martian moons, there was much to fascinate 
astronomers. Phobos is about 22 km in diameter, while potato-shaped Deimos is even smaller, being about 12 km across 
at most. While our Moon takes a leisurely month to orbit the Earth, Deimos takes about 30 hours to go around Mars, in a 
nearly perfectly circular orbit around its equator. Meanwhile the remarkable Phobos goes around Mars in only eight hours, 
i.e. about three times per Martian day. Being faster than the red planet’s rotation, Phobos would appear to an observer on 
Mars to rise in the west and set in the east, with that moon passing through all its phases in a few hours.  
 
The biggest puzzle in the minds of many cosmologists, however, concerns theories about the formation of the moons.  
Deimos bears more resemblance to an asteroid than to any of the other moons in the solar system. This and other factors 
led many to suggest that both Deimos and Phobos might hail from the asteroid belt, pushed from there by Jupiter then 
captured by the gravity of Mars. But the near-circular orbit of both moons does not sit well with that idea. Also, the 
atmosphere on Mars is so thin that it “would have a hard time providing the necessary braking to settle the pair into their 
present-day orbits.”b And the moons are less dense than objects in the asteroid belt.  

                                                            
7 Constantine was not yet a Christian, but he was a friend of the Christians and one of his councilors was a western bishop, Ossius of 
Cordoba, Spain. Constantine did receive baptism on his deathbed in 337 and died a Christian. 
8 The Third Article simply stated, “And in the Holy Spirit.” 
9 Thus the Nicene Creed which we use is technically referred to as the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed. (There’s a tongue-twister for 
you!) 
10 By David Catchpoole; https://creation.com/mars-moons-mystery. Underlined texts are hyperlinks in the online article. 



 
Other ideas—that the moons formed around Mars through dust and rock being drawn together there by gravity, or that 
they originated as a result of something colliding with Mars—also have serious problems. So the ‘captured asteroid’ 
theory remains the most popular, despite the awkward facts already mentioned and that “the capture mechanism is 
unknown and the scenarios unlikely”.c 

 
A major challenge for the various formation theories about Phobos and Deimos concerns the constraints in timing. The 
difficulty in a nutshell: Deimos is inexorably spiraling away from Mars (just as our Moon is moving away from Earth), 
and Phobos is ‘doomed’ in the other direction—it is progressively being drawn closer to the red planet. Spiraling inward 
at a rate of about 1.8 meters per century, Phobos is on track to crash into Mars within 50 million years2—“an eyeblink in 
[evolutionary] astronomical terms”.d  
 
That is why formation theories for the Martian moons have to try to come up with an origins scenario that is substantially 
younger than the billions-of-years evolutionary age ascribed to Mars.  
 
The problem is so stark, and the unusual characteristics and decaying orbit of Phobos in particular so distinctive, that in 
the 1950s and 1960s “reputable scientists”, including the science advisor to USA President Eisenhower, suggested that 
Phobos had been put there artificially.b I.e. that it was a “hollow artificial satellite” deliberately lofted into position from 
the Martian surface by intelligent beings living there.  
 
However, when subsequent data and imaging definitively showed the rocky characteristics of both moons, the idea of 
them being artificial satellites was abandoned. Note however that the original primary reason for invoking an artificial 
origin to explain the mystery hasn’t gone away, i.e. the distinctive motion of the moons. The conclusion of the scientists 
that it pointed to intelligent placement was perfectly reasonable—but they were wrong in thinking that it was ‘Martian 
Intelligence’ that had thwarted naturalistic origins theories. Rather, the Intelligence was (is!) eternal, and revelatory: 
 
“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork.” (Ps. 19:1) 
 
References and notes 

a. Redd, N.T., Deimos: Facts about the smaller Martian moon, space.com, 21 June 2016.  
b. Redd, N.T., Phobos: Facts about the doomed Martian moon, space.com, 21 June 2016.  
c. Dick, S.J., Under the moons of mars, nasa.gov, 19 November 2007.  
d. The rate of our Moon’s recession from Earth raises huge difficulties for evolutionary timelines there, too. See: 

Sarfati, J., The moon—the light that rules the night, Creation 20(4):36–39, creation.com/moon.   
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are encouraged 

to attend) 
2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 

Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor.  
3. A new afternoon study of “Christianity, The First Three Centuries” began Thursday, September 

26. This group is meeting the third Thursday of each month (next class is January 16th). Class time 
is 1:30 pm – 3 pm. This is open to all members and friends of St. John’s.  

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Alicia Hock 
4 Addison Jorgensen 
4 Avery Magerkurth 
4 Bridgette Smith 
5 Tricia Anderson 
5 Emily Marckese 
6 Larry Hock 
6 Lee Johnson 
6 Madeline Mosher 

7 Makeena Wickwire 
8 Jackson Bellmyer 
11 Kelly Helge 
11 Kyra Nash 
12 Mary Jayne Nash 
17 Patricia Johnson 
18 Teresa Hock 
20 Paul Mosher 
21 Aaron Raschke 

23 Justine Mitchell 
25 Sara Yerkey 
27 Marta Haughton 
28 Laura Anderson 
28 Rylan Mitchell 
29 Logan Raschke 
29 Rob Dagit 
 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  5 Drew/Cathy Schillinger (2003) - 16 yrs  
14 Richard/Mandolyn Davila (2006) - 13 yrs 

20 Bob/Lois Esterlein (1961) - 58 yrs 
25 Alan/Christy Magerkurth (2003) - 16 yrs 



JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
1 Wanda Rahn 
4 Joyce DeFauw 
7 Heidi Nerud 
9 Kaleb Rahn 
9 Stacie Rahn 
10 Olivia Loenser 
10 Autumn Raschke 
11 Dakota Grant 
12 Jaelyn Lambin 

13 Teresa Firch 
13 Rollin Miller 
15 Patricia Johnson 
17 Brooklyne Haughton 
17 Maxx Hermann 
17 Dylan Slonecker 
18 Stephanie Mosher 
22 Drew Schillinger 
23 Lynne Daniels 

23 Don Hickenbottom 
23 Jerry Hickenbottom 
23 Robert Wechsler 
26 Zane Roberts 
27 Trey Blank 
27 Jonathan Barry 
28 Keagan Daniels 
30 Lincoln Mosher 

 
THANK YOU! 

We wish to thank all of you for the gifts, prayers, support, and love that you have extended to us this Christmas 
season and since we have arrived in June. They are very appreciated as are each of you. We are humbled by God’s grace 
expressed through you and rejoice at our being here with you. May God richly bless your New Year, especially in faith, 
hope, and love, all for the sake of His Son, our Savior, Jesus!  Pastor, Heidi, Sarah, Nicole and Katrina Nerud 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

 This year the board has decided to have a “Townhall” style meeting inviting the congregation to 
participate.  This is your opportunity to suggest and discuss with the board the direction and focus that 
St John's should take in the next one – five years.  A light lunch will be provided after the service on 
January 19, 2020. 

 2020 contribution envelopes have been distributed. Please begin using them in January. Throw out any 
2019 envelopes you may have remaining.   

 Quarterly Voters’ Assembly is January 26 immediately after the worship service. 
             

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday December 10, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 10 members present. Joyce Dodge 
opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 Today we celebrate the coming of our Savior with our annual Christmas Party. A card for 
Pastor was passed so everyone could sign it.  
 We began our afternoon singing together the first vs. of ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful. Margo read 
a devotion entitled, “A Sweet Season”. We closed singing vs. 1 of ‘Go Tell It on the Mountain’. 
 Next Joyce, Liz, and Terri read “A Christian Reading on the Twelve Days of Christmas. Along with this reading, 
the group sang the song throughout at appropriate times. 

The group sang vs. 1 & 13 of ‘From Heaven Above to Earth I Come’. 
 The first game of the afternoon was called, “Are You Prepared”. Statements with corresponding points were read. 
Terri Hock received the first gift for the most points.  

The group sang vs. 1 of ‘Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’. 
Next, we were given the verse, ‘There in a manger we see…’. Each was asked to write a poem using this 

somewhere within their work. All poems were read and voted on. Liz Neumann was our second gift receiver of the day. 
The group sang vs 1 of ‘Oh Little Town of Bethlehem’. 
Our last game involved finishing a Christmas word with a second word or phrase. (Example: we were given the 

word Santa. What word or phase would complete this?) To make it a bit more challenging we had to match the answers 
Liz gave. Karna Hollatz had the most like-minded answers of Liz and received our last gift. 



To close our afternoon of fun, Joyce read a prayer. We all joined together singing ‘Silent Night’, vs 1 in German 
and vs. 2-3 in English.  

Before enjoying our refreshments, a ‘Thank You Gift’ was given to Joyce. She has been our fearless leader for 
many years. As they have decided to transfer to Concordia, we will miss both Joyce and Jim greatly. We are so thankful 
and blessed to have had them in our congregation these past years. 

The rest of the time we enjoyed snacks which included; a vegetable tray, meat/cheese tray, cookies, several party 
mixes, hot dip with assorted crackers, punch and coffee. At each place setting was a table favor for us to take home.                                     

                                                                                                     Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 
 

MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 
“Bibles for Critically III Children and Teens in Springfield, IL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000 
 Basket of Hope – Springfield Branch is an organization “Delivering Hope…One Basket at a Time” by providing 
support and encouragement to children and families coping with serious illnesses. Among the items in baskets given to 
critically ill children and teens are Bibles so they and their parents can learn about the saving and healing grace of Jesus  
Christ. This grant will purchase age-appropriate Bibles. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 Thank you to Sandy Rahn, children, all teachers, and parents for working so hard on the 
Christmas Eve program. Your diligent work was a blessing to all who attended the service. 
 As we begin this new year in the Lord, consider how, continue to keep Sunday school and Bible 
studies a priority in your lives. This is a great time to begin new habits for your family. This might be 
regular family devotions, serving at church, helping with those in need. Let the love of Jesus grow and 
show each day as you let your light shine for Him. 

YOUTH NEWS 
 Join us each week for Bible class which begins at 8:45 am Sunday mornings. All confirmed 
youth and friends are invited.  
 A Lock-in will be held December 31. All will attend the New Year’s Eve worship service at 6 
pm. An evening of fun and food will follow. Youth can be picked up at 9 am January 1. 
 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 Stephen Mooney – November 24, 2019 – Transferred to the Church Triumphant. 
 Cleone Loenser – November 24, 2019 – Transferred to the Church Triumphant. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the NEW flower chart which is on the bulletin board 

next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you want to provide 
flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest is done for you. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without agency, as 

the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God works through means. He does 
this not only for all of our earthly needs but also for all of our spiritual needs. And He 
does this for our benefit.  

He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us 
fathers and mothers to care for us when we are young. Through them, God provides house 
and home, food and clothing, education and training in the arts and work of this world.  

He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us 
faithful neighbors and good friends to help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who trade our 
work for income so that we may acquire the needs of the body. He gives us brains and brawn so that we will 
have something to trade with those employers for that needed income. This work, which we are able to do only 
because of what God has provided to us, redounds to the benefit of others. And so, the cycle of God giving 
through means continues. 

He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In that body, 
our Lord Jesus Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have failed to live because of our sins 
– and, in that body, He made payment for those sins on the cross, once and for all.  



God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to 
proclaim, in His stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Through these same 
pastors, God Himself claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His own name on us in water and Word, 
igniting faith by the gift of the Holy Spirit. And He gives us His life-giving body and blood to nourish us in this 
same faith until the end. Our God is a God who works through means. 

This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians: 
“I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the 

gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every 
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).  

The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and 
pleasing to God. They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the Philippians. And the God who loves 
both Paul and the Philippians will supply their every need according to the riches in Christ Jesus. Our God is a 
God who works through means.  

“For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. This is true 
also of you. Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul through means. And not only 
will you find His “yes” to you, but others will find it, too, through you. “But as you excel in everything – in 
faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace 
also” (2 Cor. 8:7). 
 

EVANGELISM 
Be ready to share your faith. You can tell how much you need Jesus and how much He has done for you. You 

need only to point out who Jesus is and what He has done for you.  The Holy Spirit uses the Gospel to call people to faith.  
We can trust Him. 

How about this one - What Happens When I Die? Have you ever asked any of these questions? Can 
anyone be for certain what happens at the moment of death? What about death and the afterlife? Is one opinion 
just as good as another? Will my dog be in heaven? Will we know each other in heaven? What if I'm scared to 
death? For answers pick up the booklet in the tract rack in the narthex. 
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 
 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, this 

congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever possible. There is 
no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer 
will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can pray 

for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 

 
COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 

 During the month of January, we ask you remember the Executive Board of our Council: Dan Werner, Chairman; 
Dave Schmedt, V. Chairman, and Sheila Magerkurth, Council Secretary. May God guide their decisions and supply all 
they need to fulfill the tasks they have been called to. 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 



Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 
promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 

Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to their 
special needs. 

Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 
out to help provide for those needs. 

 
REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 
mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 

Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Bob Esterlein 
Joyce Miller   

Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Bob Daniels 
Jim Rahn 

Barrett Hock 
Lillian Hock 
Marilyn Woods

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 

Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Denny Brown (father of Denise Winchell) 
Colleen Sherbyn (friend of Sandy Rahn) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Paul Werner (brother of Dan Werner) 
Nick Fredrickson (friend of Linda Aper) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Drake VerStraete (grandson of Wechsler’s neighbor) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
HAMMOND-HENRY HOSPITAL HEALTH SERIES 2019-2020 

 Hammond-Henry Hospital Foundation is planning two series of both Women’s Health and Men’s Health 
programs. Health professionals and other experts will offer information on a variety of topics affecting our health. 
 Women’s Health programs will be offered from 12 noon – 1 pm at the Cellar in Geneseo on the fourth Thursday 
of the month. The cost of the luncheon is $9.   

 Women’s topic:  January 23, 2020. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Declutter, Purge & Organize 
 

 Reservations can be made by calling 309-944-9112 or email hhhfound@hammondhenry.com by Tuesday prior to 
the program you wish to attend.  
 
 



The Camp CILCA Lowdown 
January 26, 2020: Annual Banquet Join Camp CILCA at Our Savior’s in Springfield to celebrate 70 
years of outdoor blessings with Guest Speaker Rev Jonathan Fisk! The night includes great food from 
Nelson’s Catering, musical entertainment, Rev Fisk, and a presentation about the 
camp. Tickets are $40 and can be reserved by contacting the camp office by 
January 23rd.  

 
February 28-29, 2020: Men’s Woodcutters Retreat ~ Bring your chainsaw, ax, log-splitter, and 
Bible to cut down trees, split wood, and study God’s Word. This year’s study will focus on Sermon 
on the Mount, led by Pastor Theilen. Participants stay in the hotel-style rooms of the Christian 
Growth Center.  A $30 donation will cover all meals and lodging.  
 

Willing Workers Still Needed 
Summer Program Counselors: Do you know a well-catechized, college-age Lutheran? Would they enjoy a fast-paced 
summer enjoying God’s creation and teaching campers about Jesus? Send them to www.cilca.org to apply to work as a 
summer counselor. Applications must be in by February 12.    
 
Part-Time Cook/Kitchen Assistant: CILCA is still in need of a part-time cook to help with Outdoor Education and the 
Summer Camp program. 10-30 hours per week. $12-$14 per hour. Contact the camp office to apply. 
 
Find out more online at www.cilca.org            Email camp@cilca.org / Call 217-487-7497 
 

Camp CILCA exists to foster and strengthen faith in Jesus Christ and relationships with others in a unique outdoor 
setting. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy New 
Year! 

 
Pastor Nerud 

              And Terri 



   Christ the King - Cristo Rey Lutheran Church 
   1301-19th Street, East Moline, IL 61244 

E-mail: cristorey-em@sbcglobal.net   
Phone: (309) 738-6124               
Rev. Pablo G. Dominguez 
http://iglesialuteranacristorey.ctshost.org 

 
JANUARY 2020 

Every Day with Christ. As you read this newsletter, we are in the first days of the New Year 2020. Probably 
you know people who follow customs or practices on these first days. They think that if they do this or that, 
they will receive good luck, fortune, health, welfare and so on. In Mexico, for example, many people do things 
like this: eat a grape with each ring as the clock marks twelve; carry luggage and walk around the 
neighborhood; use a broom to sweep the house; wear red or yellow underwear; check the horoscopes; visit a 
fortune-teller to know the future; and, etc., etc.  

Many people ask themselves if their troubles will end or if they will find complete happiness. But, do you know 
anyone who knows exactly what the New Year will hold? Will we experience sickness or good health? Will we 
experience sadness or happiness? Will we suffer when a one loves goes to join the Lord? or Will new children 
join our families? … And we ask many other things. 

What can we expect in this New Year? I don’t know, but I remember fondly a nice song that Monterrey’s 
congregation sang. The first line of the song is this “Every day with Christ, I live in perfect peace”. As I told 
you, I don’t know what will happen in 2020. But, I know with real certainty that Jesus is always with us. He 
reminds us in Matthew 28:20b “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” …His promise 
is for 2020, for the years to come and for all eternity. 

May you know perfect peace in 2020 as you spend every day with Christ! 
 

Other topics 
 Wednesday Bible studies are interesting and a great opportunity for the 3-7 people who attend to learn 

God’s Word. Some of them have expressed a desire to learn about what other denominations teach. It 
has been very helpful to learn the differences and grow in the Christian faith that teaches the Word of 
God in truth and purity. I have used the following material. 
-How to Respond to - the Latter-Day Saints by Edgar P. Kaiser (CPH) Spanish 
-The Roman Catholic Church. - Religious Bodies by Juan Berndt - Hispanic Lutheran Institute. 

 I am also happy to report that the Sunday school is studying and discussing the Good News material. We 
recently finished number 15 (Heresy). I am convinced that the members who attend these studies know 
more on how to defend their Christian faith by using the Word of God. It is sad that some attending 
worship at our church do not stay for Sunday school. I always try to motivate them and encourage them 
to learn more. I think our church is not the only one with this problem. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to 
enliven them. 

 CR has paid the CID rebate commitment for 2019, and recognizes that they will have the same 
responsibility for 2020. This has been possible because of individuals and churches that have helped us 
financially to meet this challenge. To all of them our most sincere thanks, and may God continue to bless 
them abundantly.   

 
Once again, thank you, dear friends, for your prayers and financial support. 

You are working right beside us in taking the Gospel to the Hispanic community! 
 What wonderful and faithful friends you are! We thank God every day for you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
ELDER 

Brad Gehn 
ACOLYTE 

Cole Freeman 
USHERS 

Brian Magerkurth 
Jen Magerkurth 

Avery Magerkurth 
Jack Magerkurth 

1 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
Happy New Year 

2 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Elders 6 pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7 pm 

3 4 

5 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
Installation of Officers 

6 
Take down Christmas 
decorations 9 am 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

7 8 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 

9 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

10 11 

12 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
Pledge Sunday 

13 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

14 
LWML 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

15 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 

16 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 

17 18 

19 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
Cong. Forum 11:30 am 

20 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

21 
Council 7 pm 

22 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 

23 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

24 25 

26 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
Voters’ Assembly 11 am 

27 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

28 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

29 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 

30 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

31  

 
 

2020 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH             
8948 N 1900 AVE           
GENESEO  IL  61254                                  

           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE CLASS 8:45 AM 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES   
10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy 
Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


