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Based upon Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
 

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
 

P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 119 NUN  
 

       105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
 106  I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to keep your     
              righteous rules.  
 107  I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to  
              your word!  
 108  Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O Lord, and   
              teach me your rules.  
 109  I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget  
              your law.  
 110  The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray  
               from your precepts.  
 111  Your testimonies are my heritage forever, for they are the  
               joy of my heart.  
 112  I incline my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the  
               end.  
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

The Readings 
Sit 
 

First Reading                                        Revelation 14:6-7, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle                                         Romans 3:19-28, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                             John 8:31-36, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Catechism 
     Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 



The Seventh Commandment 
C   You shall not steal. 
 

      What does this mean? 
      We should fear and love God so that we do not take our  
       neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dis- 
       honest way, but help him to improve and protect his pos- 
       sessions and income. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 

Office Hymn: 656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Reformation Day (Observed) 
October 25, 2020 
Sermon Text: Revelation 14:6-7 (First Reading) 
Other Texts: Romans 3:19-28 (Epistle); John 8:31-36 (Gospel) 
 

“The Eternal Gospel” 
 
Dear Christians, grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God the Father through faith in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
 

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 
to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.i 

 
Today’s text from Revelation has been a chosen reading for the Festival of the Reformation from 
the earliest days, perhaps back to 1567, when it became an annual celebration. Honestly, it was 
chosen because many Lutheran interpreters saw Luther as the angel who spoke this eternal 
Gospel, returning it to the Church through the Reformation. Some might balk at this, saying that 
the vision shows an angel and Luther is a human being. However, this is not actually valid. For 
Revelation is a vision, and as such is full of symbols. More, the Greek word, άγγελος (ángelos), 
simply means messenger and humans are “angels” in the Bible as well.ii In fact, the letters to the 
angels of the seven churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are letters written to the pastors of 
those churches, for they are God’s messengers proclaiming His Word to those congregations. 
After all, heavenly beings would not need a human letter written to them! 
 
With that said though, and despite the fact that as a Lutheran I cannot help but be a little partial 
to the interpretation, ultimately we have to ask, “How can we be certain that Luther is 
represented by that angel?” After all, certainty is critical for our faith and salvation. And if we’re 
honest, we have to see that such an interpretation is really pious speculation, not solid 
interpretation of the Biblical text. But then is this text improper for Reformation? Rest assured; 
the answer is “Not at all. But it is, in fact, quite appropriate!” To help us understand this, I would 
like you to consider the root word in Reformation, the word “form.”  
 
The Christian Church was formed with the first advent (coming) of our Lord Jesus Christ, being 
founded on the incarnation of the eternal Son of God, His becoming a true man conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, to be mankind’s substitute on God’s holy Law and His 
righteous wrath upon transgressors of that Law. Though God, He humbled Himself to live the 
sinless life in thought, desire, word, and deed under His own Law that we might receive His 
righteousness even as He suffered in body and soul, facing death and the torments of hell upon 
the cross that sinners would not face death alone, and so death need not be eternal.  
 
After our dear Lord’s completed work, He descended into hell to proclaim His victory, rose in 
triumph, and ascended to heaven, no longer in humility, but now exalted to the highest level of 
glory, His human nature sharing in the fulness of that heavenly grandeur which was already His 
according to His divine nature as the only-begotten Son of God. As part of His ruling all things, 
the exalted Lord Jesus sent the Holy Spirit upon His Church in power on that first Pentecost. But 
what was this power? True, they spoke in tongues. But what were they speaking? Yes, the 
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eternal Gospel. For the speaking in tongues was but a way, miraculous for sure, but still, just a 
way for the eternal Gospel to be spoken to people coming to Jerusalem from throughout the 
Roman Empire. Truly it was this eternal Gospel where the real power of the Holy Spirit was 
present and conveyed, “for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”iii The 
Gospel is the power of God whereby He creates and sustains faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior, 
the very faith that saves. And so the Apostles and early Christians went forth, speaking the 
eternal Gospel to those far and near that they too might hear and believe, and so be saved. 
 
Yes, the Christian Church was so formed. But tragically, over time, it became deformed. This 
deformation happened in many ways. A dedication to living a holy life that slipped into 
moralism and legalism which, consequently, led to works righteousness. An emphasis on the 
authority of bishops that goes beyond Scripture, political infighting between such bishops, and 
finally ridiculous claims made by the bishops of Constantinople and, especially, Rome, claims of 
supremacy over Christ’s Church. An over reliance upon human reason and philosophy, 
especially Plato in the East and Aristotle in the west, which moved some theologians off the 
solid rock of Scripture, even as the writings of theologians and declarations of councils began to 
carry as much weight as the Bible itself, if not more. For the idea began to form that the Word of 
God came from the Apostles both in writing (the Scriptures) and in their oral teachings which 
were passed down in the traditions. An idea without Scriptural foundation, but instead was a 
repeat of the Pharisees who turned from Scripture alone to include “the tradition of the elders.”iv 
 
And it was especially this loss of the Bible as the sole and final authority and the highest judge 
within the Church that led to the central teaching of Scripture, what we heard in today’s Epistle 
to the Romans, the doctrine that we are justified, that is, declared righteous, by God’s grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone, to be overshadowed and trampled under the demonic 
lie of works righteousness. Most of which works were not based upon God’s Law, but merely 
traditions of men, far too many being useless at best, or even against the eternal Gospel! 
 
And so, for the sake of poor Christians who were being misled and potentially damned by the 
false teachings that had deformed His Church, God raised up Dr. Martin Luther to reform the 
deformed Church. And while the Reformation brought forth changes in nearly every aspect of 
human life, even in such things as politics and education, yet ultimately it was a religious 
movement. A movement in which the eternal Gospel was restored to the Church; the divine 
promise that condemned sinners are freely justified and so eternally saved through faith in Christ 
Jesus, without any works of their own. The eternal Gospel that gives the assurance that God is 
reconciled to us because of His Son’s sacrifice and so we need not trust in our works (which are 
often weak at best), the merits of saints (who have none to offer us since they too required 
Christ’s sacrifice), nor indulgences, masses, nor any other nonbiblical nonsense by which Satan 
would obscure God’s grace and Christ’s fully complete sacrifice as the Lamb of God! 
 
So yes, this reading from Revelation is very appropriate on Reformation Day. For it does not 
need be a direct prophecy that refers specifically to Martin Luther or the Reformation for them to 
be rightly included as part of the angel’s proclamation. In fact, if this text only referred to the 
Reformation, what promise would we have now that the eternal Gospel will still be proclaimed 
to us and our children and grandchildren? But on the contrary, this glorious text of Scripture is 
God’s pledge to us that the eternal Gospel of salvation through faith in Christ will continue to be 
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proclaimed until faith is no longer needed, when we, with the patriarch Job, see our Savior with 
our own resurrected eyes!v    
 
This heavenly revelation of the angel proclaiming the eternal Gospel, which the St. John was 
privileged to witness and which we have been greatly blessed to hear, is in visionary symbol the 
promise of our Lord Christ, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.”vi This vision showing the eternal Gospel proclaimed to “every nation and tribe and 
language and people” is the working out of Jesus’ promise, “And this gospel of the kingdom will 
be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will 
come.”vii And so this vision assures us that Church’s proclamation of the Gospel will never be 
silenced, that false teachers, whether popes and bishops, liberal Protestants, megachurch slickies, 
nor anyone else, will never silence the truth of the Word. So we are assured that “the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against [the Christian Church].”viii  
 
By God’s grace under His most abundant blessing, yet today the eternal Gospel is proclaimed. 
Let us rejoice in that greatly, for the Gospel is God’s instrument unto our salvation. Yes, let us 
rejoice, lest we take it for granted. For while the eternal Gospel will be proclaimed until our 
Lord’s return, we must pray, and diligently work to be sure that it remains with us.  
 
For the Gospel can be lost from us. Lost by our growing weary of it, as we desire to hear more 
about us, our works, what we must do, instead of what our dear Lord has done and still does for 
us. Lost because we find other sources more interesting than God’s Word and those who 
faithfully proclaim it. Lost because we let the culture dictate to us what we should think and 
believe, in how we should live, instead of letting God’s Word transform us more and more in 
mind and life. Lost because we get more caught up in our earthly life, whether pleasures, work, 
concerns, troubles, whatever, ultimately it does not matter what distracts us, just that we begin to 
forget that we are but temporary pilgrims here and that heaven is our home.  
 
Instead let us heed the angel’s message. Let us “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour 
of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water.”ix Yes, let us fear God. As those who still have sin within us, let us fear His wrath lest 
we take sin lightly and so give in to temptation and finally lose faith and stand condemned. More 
so, as His children who are being renewed in the image of Christ, let us stand in awe of His grace 
in Jesus revealed and given to us in the Gospel, our justification and salvation, and so worship, 
kneel before our Triune God in faith, prayer, praise, thanksgiving, and a life of humble service to 
one another, for such is worship that pleases Him. For God has made the heaven and earth, and 
He will bring it to an end. But then He will make a new heaven and a new earth, the kingdom of 
glory, the home of us, His people, His dear children.  
 
May He grant us to keep hearing the eternal Gospel in true faith, and so receive the gracious 
reward of eternal life. Amen! 
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i Revelation 14:6. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii E.g. Mark 1:2 where John the Baptist is called “messenger,” literally άγγελος (angel). 
iii Romans 1:16. 
iv Matthew 15:1-2. 
v See Job 19:26-27. This verse, from what is likely the oldest Old Testament book (based upon the time it was 
written), speaks clearly about the faith of believers of old including the hope of the resurrection of the body! While 
more details were certainly given in later Scriptures, this hope was not something introduced later into the faith. 
vi Matthew 24:35. 
vii Matthew 24:14. 
viii Matthew 16:18. 
ix Revelation 14:7. 



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P       Almighty and eternal God, worthy to be held in reverence 

by all people everywhere, we give You humble and sincere 
thanks for the innumerable blessings that You have bestowed 
on us without any merit or worthiness on our part. 
     We praise You especially for preserving for us Your sav-
ing Word and the holy Sacraments. Grant and preserve to 
Your holy Church throughout the world purity of doctrine, 
and provide faithful pastors to preach Your Word with pow-
er. Help all who hear the Word rightly to understand and tru-
ly to believe it. Send laborers into Your harvest, and open the 
door of faith to those who do not know You. In mercy, bring 
to repentance the enemies of Your Church, and grant them 
amendment of life. Protect and defend Your Church in all 
tribulation and danger. Strengthen us and all fellow Chris-
tians to set our hope fully on the grace revealed in Christ, and 
help us to fight the good fight of faith that in the end we may 
receive the salvation of our souls. 
     Bestow Your grace on all nations of the earth. Bless espe-
cially our country, its inhabitants, and all who are in authori-
ty. Let Your glory dwell in our land that mercy and truth, 
righteousness and peace may abound in all places. We com-
mend to You the care of our schools so that our children may 
grow in useful knowledge and Christian virtue and thus bring 
forth wholesome fruits of life. 
     Graciously defend us from all calamity by fire and water, 
from war and pestilence, from scarcity and famine, and from 
every other evil. Protect and prosper all who labor in their 
rightful callings, and let all useful arts flourish among us. Be 

the God and Father of the lonely and the forsaken, the helper 
of the sick and needy, the comforter of the distressed and 
those who sorrow. We pray especially for Claris, Joseph, 
Pam, Paula, Jim and Shirley, Don, John, Bob, Betty, Dick, 
Delores, Arlyn, Derek, Harley, Lillian, Lynne, Clinton’s 
Family, Crystal, Jodi, Glenn, Mike, Virginia, Jim, John, Mar-
ilyn, Casey, Jim, Brian, Drew, Kathleen, Kelly, Carolyn, 
Carolyn, and Karen. 
     Accept, we implore You, our bodies and souls, our hearts 
and minds, our talents and powers, together with the offer-
ings we bring before You as our humble service. 
     As we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, help us by true 
faith and a godly life to prepare for the world to come, doing 
the work You have given us to do while it is day, before the 
night comes when no one can work. And when our last hour 
comes, support us by Your power, and receive us into Your 
heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on 

Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and 
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us 
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Reformation of the Church 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, who made the light to shine 

out of darkness, we thank You that You have shown mercy 
unto us and our fathers and by means of Your servant Luther 
have restored the pure light of Your Gospel; we ask You, 
keep us in sound doctrine, that we may steadfastly believe 
and worthily follow Your saving Word and finally, by its ho-
ly comfort, depart in peace and joy unto the eternal glory 
You have prepared for Your children from the foundation of 
the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: 666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe    

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Silent Prayer 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Brad Gehn  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Preston Smith Family 
 

Organist: Christine Boudro 
 

Today’s Readings: Old Testament Reading: Revelation 14:6-7 
   Epistle: Romans 3:19-28 
   Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36 
 

WE PRAY: Ascended Lord, who as Word came to dwell among us, that we 
might know the love of the Father, lead us ever deeper into the Scriptures—
under the blessed guidance of the Holy Spirit—that we learn again and again of 
the freedom from sin and the Law that Your Gospel has brought us, and that we 
increase more and more in the life lived to Your Glory through willing service 
to our fellowman; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God with 
dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME BACK TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 



Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—17         Adult Bible Class—13      Worship—57 

 

LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  
 

  WEEKLY OFFERING 
Offering                                                    $2,182.25 
Weekly income needed per 2020 Budget                                   $4,011.98 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
    11:00 am Quarterly Voters’ Assembly 
Tuesday     6:30 pm SS Teachers’ meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
           ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
           

One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 

JOHN 8:36 – “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” Today 
we celebrate Reformation Day! Luther is rightly remembered as a champion of 
the Gospel, but he also called himself “the apostle of good works.” For only in 
being set free by the Gospel can we do good works. Jesus has set us free, and 
His blood covers over our sins. We stand before God as His beloved children, 
and we are invited to live our lives to His glory for the good of His kingdom. 
 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY—Please plan to stay for the Voters’ 
meeting this morning. We will be voting on the 2021 Council and Budget. 
These are important issues and we need your opinions and support.  
 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY—We will celebrate All Saints Day next Sunday. If you 
have a loved one who has gone to their eternal rest and would like to have a 
cross in their memory, please add their name to the new sheet by October 28th.  
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s gift of Baptism as you pray:  

MISSION–Thank God for the Sacrament of the Altar, that it is the true body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine. 
 

ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Wanda Rahn—We offer before You our common re-
quest for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 

Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for 
Wanda and ask your blessing on her. 
 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Bob Esterlein  Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  John Neumann 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Claris Anderson (mother of Sarah Hock) 
Dick Fornasiere (brother-in-law of Sherry Wechsler) 
Delores Gonion(mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Rev. Dr. Brian Saunders  (President of Iowa East District) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“I pray that the love of Christ emboldens you to rejoice in the Word and to speak it 
without fear of consequence … may future generations speak of us like we do of 
David, Josiah, Luther, and our forefathers. May our children say of you and me, 
‘Our forefathers stood their ground on Christ alone, on His Word of truth alone.’ 
The truth has set you free. Enjoy your own personal reformation. Then let your 
freedom in Christ be contagious! Let your life continue to shout: Thank Jesus 
Christ my Savior! I’m free at last … and so are you! Amen.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. 
John Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans 
For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 


