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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“WHY Do We Baptize Infants?” 

Concerning Baptism, our churches teach that Baptism is necessary for salvation [Mark 16:16] and that God’s 
grace is offered through Baptism [Titus 3:4-7]. They teach that children are to be baptized [Acts 2:38-39]. Being 
offered to God through Baptism, they are received into God’s grace. 

Our churches condemn the Anabaptists, who reject the baptism of children, and say that children are saved 
without Baptism.  [Augsburg Confession, Article IX: Baptism] 

For Lutherans, the practice of baptizing infants and young children is simply "how it's done." No doubt the vast 
majority of us were baptized as infants, and those of us who have children had them baptized as infants as well in 
most cases. Yet this practice is not common throughout all of Christendom, as is seen in the Baptist, Pentecostal, and 
Evangelical groups. And even among the churches that do baptize infants there is not always agreement as to why it 
is being done.  

Because this practice historically has been, and still is, such a divisive one, it is very likely that it could come up 
as a topic with non-Lutheran Christians that we come in contact with, even within our own family. (Not to mention 
unbelievers who may question it as well.) Therefore, it is important that all of us have an answer for those who 
question/challenge infant baptism. While this topic could be (and has been!) the subject of whole theological 
treatises, here are some basic points to know. 

1) Are infants sinners? "Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Ps. 
51:5). "That which is born of flesh is flesh." (John 3:6a). "None is righteous, no, not one; no one 
understands; no one seeks God.  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does 
good, not even one" (Rom. 3:10-12). Scripture clearly answers this question with a "Yes!" And experience 
also shows this as any parent knows. After all, what child has to be taught to sneak, lie, not share, or hit a 
sibling? The moment a child mentally and physically can do such they begin to because sin is already 
present! 

2) Do infants need Christ to be saved? "'Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs 
the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.'  And He took them in His arms and blessed them, laying His hands on them" (Mark 10:14b-16). See 
here that the children are not automatically in God's kingdom. Jesus is not angry with the apostles because 
they were being mean to cute little kids and this might turn off the parents. On the contrary, as the children 
are sinners, they too must be brought to Jesus to have Him bless them. Children need to be reborn of water 
and the Spirit, just as everyone else (John 3:3-8). They most certainly are a part of "all nations" in the Great 



Commission who are to be baptized (Matt. 28:19; see also Acts 2:38-39 where this command is being carried 
out and must include children as the promise is for them as well; consequently, we hear of whole households, 
which would include babies and small children, being baptized Acts 16:15; 33). 

3) Because Christ is necessary, faith in Christ is also necessary. But can infants have faith?  Knowing what we 
learned from questions 1 and 2, if infants cannot have faith, which is necessary to be saved (Rom. 5:1), they 
could not be saved!  Speaking of little children, Jesus says, "Whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, …" (Matt. 18:6). While an infant is certainly not conscious of his/her faith, we must 
remember that faith is a gift from God and not a work of ours, which excludes an intellectual work as well 
(Eph. 2:8-9). Luther: "Tell me, is the Christian deprived of his reason when he is asleep? Certainly, then, his 
faith and God's grace do not leave him. If faith remains with the sleeping Christian while his reason is not 
conscious of the faith, why should there not be faith in children before reason is aware of it?" Also, consider 
the Christian who is in a coma, or has severe Alzheimer's disease; must they lose their faith because they can 
no longer rationally ponder it and maybe can no longer verbally confess Jesus? Recall Romans 8:38-39, the 
listing of so many horrible things that cannot separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. If none of 
these can separate us from God, i.e., take away our faith, how then could sleep or disease? Faith is not an 
intellectual process. It is trust, which even the smallest infants can have. as seen with how they respond to 
their mother’s voice and touch.  

4) Since faith in Christ is both necessary and a gift from God, how does the infant receive this gift of faith? 
Baptism is God's gracious gift to all Christians, but it is truly a special blessing to the infants and small 
children who do not yet have their reason by which to understand the Word of God and the Lord's Supper. 
Baptism gives forgiveness of sins and the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and so gives salvation (1 Peter 3:21). Just 
as the infant males were circumcised on the 8th day during Old Testament times, bringing them into God's 
saving promises, Paul refers to baptism as the circumcision of Christ that gives the forgiveness of sins and 
life (Col. 2:14, see also Titus 3:4-7). This shows infants are to be baptized just as they were circumcised. In 
fact, if they were not to be baptized, Paul’s statement (Col 2:14) would be in error!  

5) While the Bible is our only source of authority, as Lutherans we readily study the history of the Church and 
can learn much from it, including on infant baptism. While this is a huge topic, we’ll briefly consider two 
points. First, early writings speak of baptizing households, which would include infants as noted above in the 
book of Acts. Second, this is supported by the fact that the earliest writing against infant baptism (~200 AD) 
indicated that it was an already well-established practice (it is not argued against as a new practice). More, 
the author (Tertullian) does not argue against infant baptism in all cases, but only certain circumstances (and 
even there his argument comes forth from his denial of original sin, thus showing his argument against infant 
baptism to be wrong from the start).  

This most certainly is not all that could be said on infant baptism,1 but my hope and prayer is that it once again 
reminds us of why the Christian Church does indeed baptize babies and small children. Truly, the burden of proof is 
on those who reject it, and they have not been able to prove their case either by Scripture or by Church history, but 
only by their own (mis)understandings of sin, grace, repentance, and conversion. So, remember, God has 
commanded us to bring God's gracious gifts of forgiveness, life, and eternal salvation to all people, and these are 
given in Baptism to all who receive it in faith, including those little children of whom He is so fond (Mark 10:14).    
                                                                                                                                    Yours in Christ, Pastor Nerud 
 
I thought this was interesting as it comes from an outside source. Pastor Nerud 

APOLOGETICS ARTICLE:  
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD AFFIRMS CREATION IN SIX DAYS2 

Often, news coming out of various denominations can be grim. It seems every month there is a new 
announcement about a traditionally conservative group accepting gay marriage or other liberal ideologies. However, 
recently there was very good news coming from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). The Christian Post 
reports, “At the 67th Regular Convention of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod on Tuesday [23 July 2019], the 
theologically conservative denomination adopted Resolution 5-09A, titled ‘To Confess the Biblical Six-Day 
Creation.’”a 

                                                            
1 A fine resource on this topic is “Baptized Into God’s Family The Doctrine of Infant Baptism for Today 2nd Ed.” by A. Andrew Das, 
Northwestern Publishing House, 2008. 
2 by Lita Cosner; https://creation.com/lutheran-creation. Underlined texts are links in the online article. 



The official LCMS newspaper comments, “Few, if any, Christians dispute God’s creating act. Many Christians, 
however, struggle with the age of the earth.”2 This makes the resolution taking a stand on this issue all the more 
important, as many people have questions about the age of the earth.  

Another important part of this resolution is that it “instructs pastors to focus on teaching the parishioners they 
serve, especially youth, about these issues. It asks pastors to equip their people to give a respectful Christian witness 
about the biblical teaching regarding creation and the intersection of faith and science.” This is crucial, because it 
makes little difference to have a strong stand on creation as a denomination if the ‘average person in the pew’ is 
never informed about it. We appreciated the youth emphasis here. The need aptly demonstrated by CMI’s 
FALLOUT! survey of college campuses of once-Christian youth. 

The creation litmus test 
How a church treats creation is indicative of its other views. You can tell from the LCMS’s view of creation 

what they think about gay marriage, abortion, and other controversial social issues. That’s because in today’s culture, 
taking a stand on creation in six days is indicative of a view of biblical authority that is not overly concerned with 
how the wider culture views us. And most denominations allow for gap theory, day-age theory, or other creation 
compromises.  

On the other hand, experience has unfortunately shown that a willingness to compromise on Genesis for 
intellectual credibility shows that it’s ultimately only a matter of time until one compromises on other issues. And 
this has disastrous consequences for people’s faith It’s not uncommon for deconversion stories to feature the 
epiphany that science has discredited the Bible. Often, evolutionism is a crucial step toward atheism. By taking a 
stand on creation and ensuring people are educated about it, the LCMS is ‘inoculating’ their people against faith-
destroying skepticism. 

It’s a great time to be a creationist! 
 We should be encouraged by the LCMS’s bold stand on creation, because it shows that the slow slide to 

liberalism is not inevitable. The Reverend Doctor Matthew Harrison, president of the LCMS, is quoted as saying: 
“We try to only say what the Bible says, and otherwise keep our mouths shut. It’s hard for me to believe 
the Genesis account, … but I do believe it because I believe it’s the Word of God.”b 

We applaud such a faithful stance. But the Genesis account of creation is only hard to believe because most 
people are so ‘evolutionized’ by education and the media which make billions of years the standard assumption. But 
when one knows all the biblical and scientific evidence for biblical creation in six days, about 6,000 years ago, it 
becomes much easier to stand confidently and defend one’s belief in the Word of God. 

We at CMI aren’t taking credit for the LCMS’s taking a stand on creation, but in general, creation information is 
more widely available than ever before from ministries like ours. Sites like creation.com and others have tens of 
thousands of articles defending the truth of creation and refuting the most common evolutionary and compromising 
long-age arguments. 

Does your church take a stand on creation? What can you do in your own church, and perhaps even 
denomination, to strengthen the teaching on creation? We should be encouraged by the LCMS’s bold stand on 
creation, because it shows that the slow slide to liberalism is not inevitable. See here on how to host an event and 
show people that they don’t have to have a blind faith in this area, because the evidence is actually on this side of 
biblical creation—not evolution and billions of years!  

References and notes 
a. Gryboski, M., Lutheran Church passes resolution saying ‘God created the world in 6 natural days’, The 

Christian Post, 25 July 2019, christianpost.com. 
b. Askins, R., Convention confesses: ‘God created the world in six natural days’, Reporter, 24 July 2019, 

blog.lcms.org.  
 

A LOOK AT THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS: The Apostles’ Creed, History 
The Apostles’ Creed is the first of the three ecumenical creeds, meaning that it was accepted by the Early 

Christian Church as a whole and has remained such throughout time. The title “Apostles’ Creed” is first found in a 
document coming out of the Synod of Milan (390 AD). An exposition of this creed was written in 404 AD. While 
this exposition gives the supposed origin of this creed, that on the first Pentecost each of the twelve apostles wrote a 
small statement of the faith which were brought together into the creed, this is legendary (with more added at later 
times). However, while not written directly by the Apostles, the creed is certainly apostolic, that is, it is a summary 
of some of the basic truths the Apostles, building on the truth of the prophets, recorded in the Holy Scriptures. 



The origin of this creed is Scriptural, in the sense that it is an elaboration of the Dominical command to baptize 
all nations “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Already the New 
Testament contain certain formalized, systematic confessions of doctrines (e.g. 1 Corinthians 8:6; 12:13; 15:3-8) 
Philippians 2:5-11, etc.). In fact, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 actually gives statements that will be included in the creed. 

The baptismal nature of the Apostles’ Creed, as just mentioned, can be discerned in its development and usage. 
Before someone was baptized they were instructed in the doctrines of Christ and then were asked the “questions on 
faith,” confessing their faith by answering the questions. These early creedal questions, found in different churches, 
were similar to one another, following the Trinitarian plan of Matthew 28:19. As time went on and the liturgy took 
on a more universal shape, so also these questions became standardized. Versions of the creed date back to 150 AD, 
and both Greek and Latin forms were very similar. The form that we know is from ~800 AD (though it might be 
earlier). And so, being based solidly upon Scripture, the Church has been greatly blessed by this gem of a confession 
of the Trinity and some other basic doctrines! 
 
(Next month we will consider the doctrinal content of the Apostles’ Creed.)   

 
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

1. Sunday morning: a study on the “Book of Ecclesiastes”. (All adults 18 and older are 
encouraged to attend) 

2. Men’s Bible study, first Thursday of the month @ 7 pm, “Christianity The First Three 
Centuries”, a video study supplemented by Pastor (we are planning on offering this study 
at a different time for more than just the men soon, so keep your ears tuned!) 

3. A second Men’s Bible study, the second Tuesday of every month @ 1 pm, ‘One Christ, Many 
Creeds”.   

 
CONGREGATIONAL 150TH CELEBRATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 2 Corinthians 9:15 
 150 years of unending blessings have been poured out upon this congregation. It is good that we thank and 
praise God for all His faithful love and provisions. All members past and present are invited to join for a special time 
of worship and celebration on Sunday, September 15, 2019. Following is the schedule for the day. 
  8:45 am – Sunday school, Adult & Youth Bible Study 
            10:00 am – Divine Worship with Communion,  
                                                             Guest Organist is Ken Erdman, Guest Pastor is Rev. Justin Kane. 
              11:30 am – Congregational photograph 
            12:30 pm – Congregational Catered lunch (Reservations are requested by Sept. 1. Call the 
                                          church office @ 309-949-2516 or email Terri using churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 

 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY 

  Preorders are being taken now for your commemorative Christmas Ornament in celebration of our 
Sesquicentennial (150th) anniversary. Quality Pewter 2D ornaments can purchased for $12 (this includes shipping 
cost). Ornaments will arrive before the holidays, making them a great gift. Orders are being taken now. Please sign 
the sheet in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office @ 309-949-2516. All orders must be paid in advance.  

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

Celebrate a special occasion with flowers. Sign the flower chart which is on the bulletin board 
next to the rest rooms. Put $20 in a yellow envelope found by the chart. Fill in the date you want to 
provide flowers and the occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate. The rest is done for 
you. 



OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Submit bulletin articles by Wednesdays and Newsletter articles by the third Sunday each month. 
 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
4 Lisa Peterson  
5 Lincoln Mosher 
7 Dennis Langdon 
7 Madison Winchell 
10 Cleone Loenser 
10 Jill Wickwire 
11 Keir Blank 

13 Janelle Gibson 
14 Sheila Magerkurth 
15 Memphis Ague 
15 Barbara Miller 
16 Cheryl Loenser 
18 Jason Dahl 
21 Preston Smith 

23 Rollin Miller 
25 Gary Post 
28 Kate Langdon 
28 Stephanie Mosher 
29 Luke Davila 
29 Jaelyn Lambin 

SEPTEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
5 Elizabeth Neumann 
5 Kindra Thompson 
5 John Wickwire 
5 Jared Wright 
7 Darla Johns 
8 Brianna Rodgers 
8 Matthew Werling 
9 Norma Daniels 
9 Betty Firch 
9 Christian Loenser 

9 Dominick O'Neil 
10 Brittany Loenser 
11 Heidi Freeman 
11 Sharilyn Iliff 
13 Graysen Carlson 
14 Richard DeWulf 
18 Joel Goetz 
18 John Neumann 
19 Lynne Johnson 
20 Dawn Daebelliehn 

20 Linda Pinegar 
24 Mandolyn Davila 
25 Griffin Marckese 
27 Kristy Rodgers 
28 Lisa Bear 
28 Sheila Magerkurth 
29 Jamie Lambin 
30 Joel Werling 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  5 Bob/Sherry Wechsler (1993) - 26 yrs 
  5 Wayne/Denise Winchell (1992) - 27 yrs 
  6 Dan/Carolyn Werner (1969) - 50 yrs 
  7 Tyson/Farrah Aper (2002) - 17 yrs 
  7 Kevin/Stacie Rahn (2002) – 17 yrs 
10 Kevin/Kathy Remick (2011) - 8 yrs 

16 Larry/Terri Hock (1973) - 46 yrs 
24 Scott/Laurie Rahn (2016) – 3 yrs 
26 Jim/Joan Stonehouse (2014) – 5 yrs 
28 Duane/Barb Miller (1982) - 37 yrs 
30 Paul/Theresa Mosher (1978) - 41 yrs 

                 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday August 13, 2019 at 1:00 pm. We had 8 members. 
Joyce Dodge opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit. 
 The Biblical Paradox for this month comes from 1 Corinthians 3:18, If any of you 
thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a fool so that he may 
become wise. 
 The devotion today was a video called, “God’s Chiseled Remastered”. The topic from our Quarterly was 
called, ‘Celebrating Life as the Handiwork of God’. Both were led by Terri Hock. 
 Minutes from the July meeting were approved as printed. Correspondence came from Camp CILCA, LWML 
new Mite Boxes, and Phil’s Friends. 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. June receipts - Mites; $490.94, Operating; 
$32, Missions; $43. Expense Distributions - Mites; $475.94, Operating; $20, Clausings; $150.  Balance: Mites; $20, 
Missions; $513.84, Operating; $199.67, Totally; $713.51.  



NEW BUSINESS 
 Several proposed changes to the LWML Rock Island Zone Bylaws presented. These will be voted on at the 

Fall Rally, September 24 in Galesburg. These include punctuation and grammar corrections, the correct 
name of the organization, referral to each church unit as ‘group’ not ‘society’, how the delegate for the 
LWML Biennial Convention will be selected, who will serve each year as the nominating committee for the 
Zone elections. 

 Camp CILCA requested a gift basket for their annual silent auction. Instead of a gift basket, Sherry 
Wechsler moved we send a donation of $200 with a second from Marilyn Woods. Motion passed. 

 The LWML Zone Fall Rally will be held Tuesday, September 24 at Mount Calvary Galesburg. Cost for the 
day is $10. Registration is due Sept. 16. Guest speaker will be Laura Strattman. Her message is “Change is 
Good, You Go First”. The Ingathering will go to “Loving Bottoms Diaper Bank”. A list of items will be in 
our Newsletter for September.  

 A joint Fall Retreat will be held at Lake Williamson Christian Center, Carlinville IL for the LWML Central 
and Southern Illinois District groups October 4 & 5. Deb Burma is the key speaker. A scholarship of $150 
will be given to one lady from each zone who would like to attend. Those interested will be put into a 
drawing. Submit names by September 1. 

 A suggestion was made to request a gift box for a St. John member struggling with cancer. All agreed. 
Sherry Wechsler moved we send Phil’s Friends a donation of $25. This was seconded by Marilyn 
Woods. Motion passed. 

 Joyce will talk with Pastor about a date for LWML Sunday. There will not be a special speaker this year. 
Our next meeting will be September 10 with devotions & topic by Sherry Wechsler and Bev Peterson as 

Hostess. The meeting was closed with a prayer for the first National Mite project of $80,000, “Water and the 
Word”. Betty Firch served brownies and Whitey’s Ice Cream.                                       

                                                                                         Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 
  

LWML INGATHERING – LOVING BOTTOMS DIAPER BANK 
St. John's LWML will be collecting items for the ingathering at the annual LWML Rock Island Zone Fall 

Rally on September 24 in Galesburg.  Items collected are for the Loving Bottoms Diaper Bank (Galesburg) which 
serves people in Knox, Warren, Mercer, Henderson, Fulton and Peoria Counties.  Items needed are: 

 

Diapers, sizes newborn to size 6 
Pull-ups sizes 3T/4T and 4T/5T 
Baby wipes 

Women's Personal Hygiene  
          Products (tampons) 
Adult incontinence products 

Gift cards to Costco, Walmart or 
Target 

 

Please bring items to church by Sunday, September 24 and place in plastic container under the table near the 
coat room.  Thank you for your generosity in advance!  
 

MITE BOX MISSION GRANTS 2019/2020 
Creating a Lutheran Library for East African Pastors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000 
 Pastors teach the catechism, train the little ones, and guide the flock, but imagine doing so 
without books in the language of your people. Pastors in East African countries face this challenge daily 
while ministering to Swahili-speaking people. This grant would help provide Swahili language theology 
books for pastors in Kenya and Tanzania. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 Rally Day was celebrated August 18 with a congregational potluck dinner followed by an afternoon of games 
and Root Beer Floats. It was a great day for all in attendance. 

 Children will move to their new classes Sunday, September 1st. We are excited to share 
the Good New of Jesus with each and every child. We encourage all families to make SS and 
Bible class a part of your regular Sunday activities.  You will find this a real blessing. 
 Heidi Nerud has graciously accepted the teaching role for 7/8 grade students. Thank you 
so much! We are still looking for a teacher for either 3/4 grade or 5/6 grade. Please contact Sandy 
or Wanda Rahn if you are willing to serve in this position. We will be singing for the 150th 

Worship Celebration. Please encourage your children to learn the song and sing with much joy. 
 



       YOUTH NEWS 
 Five youth enjoyed great fun with water games. It was a wonderful way to spend a hot 
August Sunday afternoon. 
 Confirmation will begin Wednesday, September 4 at 6:30 pm. We have 6 youth who 
will be learning the teachings of God’s Word and our faith. Please keep them all in your 
prayers and encourage them in their studies (Joshua Hock, Nicole Nerud, Carter Eastburn, 
Cole Freeman, Kayci Freeman, Kaleb Rahn). 
 The youth will be doing some ‘Fund Raising’ in the near future. We ask for your 

support and encouragement. This will replenish monies used to go to Higher Things. 
 

  ST JOHN 150TH TRIVIA QUIZ 
 The committee for the 150th celebration has decided that it would be fund to include some information in 
each monthly newsletter about the history of our congregation. It is important that we appreciate the way our church 
was founded by those German immigrants and the lengths they went to in assurance their families would be faithful 
to the teachings of the Gospel. 

1. T or F    The part of the parsonage which was built in 1875 was razed in 1907. 
2. T or F    In its place an addition of 16” x 28”, two stories high was erected. 
3. T or F  In 1913 the congregation passed a resolution to advise the pastor to conduct services in the English 

language as often as he would deem it necessary. For about a year after that, services in English 
language were held every two weeks on Sunday afternoon, then on alternating Sunday mornings. 

4. T or F   Later only one service a month was conducted in German and were finally discontinued entirely. 
5. In February of 1917, five acres of land lying immediately north of the church were purchased from the Rahn 

heirs at a price of (a) $20 per acre, (b) $50 per acre, (c) $90 per acre, (d) $100 per acre. 
 

Do you have old pictures of St. John’s people or activities especially before 1900? Contact Bev Peterson. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
What is a steward? Most people will say a steward is a manager.  
That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does not 

belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s behalf.  
We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs to Him: 

 

“For we brought nothing into this world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1 Tim. 6:7)  
 

Everything that we have and everything that we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 
God is the owner.  

This is not only because He created all things; He is also the redeemer. He has 
redeemed – that is, purchased – and won all things. Therefore, it all belongs to Him. 

We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put 
in charge of managing what belongs to God. What a privilege.  

Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked 
us to manage his possessions on His behalf here on earth.  

And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to give our input 
and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed. 

But what a responsibility!  
 

“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required” (Luke 12:48b).  
 

We are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what He 
wants done with it. That means we need to know what He desires and wills for His property. 

How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God?  
We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will is for all His gifts. He tells us how we 

are to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.  
There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him. 

 

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? 
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). 



God informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – managers and 
custodians – are to manage His property.  

And that is stewardship. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He has given us. 
As St. Paul said, 

 

“Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 
righteousness” (Rom. 6:13).  

 

So, let’s dive into God’s Word, and listen to what He desires from His stewards.  
 

EVANGELISM 
Suffering happens all around us. Sometimes it comes in the form of a natural disaster; other times it's a form 

of terror brought on by humans. Sometimes suffering is fueled by economic or medical conditions; at other times it 
appears randomly. Suffering comes in many different forms, but they all drive us back to that age-old question, 
"Where's God in All of This." Get understanding and help in this booklet in the narthex tract rack. 

Is it time to invite your friend to get to know Jesus better?  You can do this by offering a devotional booklet, 
tract or Bible study.  You can invite your friend to come to a class, worship or some other event with you.  Invite 
gently, warmly and often. 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, 
this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever possible. 
There is no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.                                                                               Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special 
prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church 
secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we 

can pray for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  

James 5:16b 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
 During the month of September, we ask you remember John Neumann (organist) and Sherry Wechsler 
(janitor). Both serve with willing hearts and hands. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 Throughout each month, please join the Council in praying for two families of St. John’s congregation 
during the month of September: Steve Mooney family and Alex Miller. 
 

Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular 
worship in church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter and Ladies Aid – that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love 
and mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their 
confirmation promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Shut-ins - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 
their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will 
reach out to help provide for those needs. 



REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would 

show mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Steve/Paula Mooney 

Jim/Shirley Dahl 
John Wildermuth 
Bob Esterlein 
Cleone Loenser 

Jamie Eastburn 
Joyce Miller   
Lynne Johnson 
Bob Daniels 

Marilyn Woods

 

OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
 

Mackenlee Bauchmann (Daughter of Brent/Bailie 
Bauchmann) 
Judy Umbarger (wife of Pastor Umbarger, St. John EM) 
Rosemary Sternbeck (wife of Pastor David Sternbeck)  
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling

MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary Gardner (nephew of Bob & Lois Esterlein 

 
150th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

“The Lord is faithful through all generations, therefore we will tell of His mercy to our children.” 
 The verse above is our theme throughout this year of 2019. St. John’s Lutheran Church is celebrating a 
tremendous milestone of God’s faithfulness and blessings. During the year, we will focus on the many gifts given to 
our ancestors and us throughout these many years. Not only will we look back, but we want to look forward as well. 
We have a great message to share. Our ancestors knew the importance of staying true to the Word of God and they 
eagerly shared this message of God’s grace through Jesus to their families, friends, surrounding communities and the 
world. We can do no less. May our voices speak in strength and boldness about our loving Heavenly Father and the 
salvation given to all who would believe in Christ Jesus.                                Answers to quiz: 1-4 are T, 5 (c) 
 

 

Listen to:    
  Music of the Church,  
             Morning Chapel,  
                    and Issues, Etc. 
Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 

LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 



Opening Thoughts: 
CONTENTMENT: “...I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.” Philippians 4:11 

God has given us so much! If you are not content with the physical and spiritual blessings that God has 
given, you will never be content. The Lord directs in Matthew 6, in the Sermon on the Mount, that we not be anxious 
for our life because He provides food and clothing for His children. Today, most of the people who live in the 
projects and ghettos of our cities live better than the kings did as recently as 200 years ago. The poor in our society, 
for the most part, have food and clothing, and medical care, and transportation, and communication and 
entertainment, and education far superior to that of recent kings. The Lord showers these blessings on the just and 
the unjust alike. But He promises at least food and clothing to those who seek His kingdom and righteousness in 
Jesus Christ.   

As far as spiritual blessings are concerned, what spiritual blessings has God withheld from you? Has the One 
who shows no partiality loved anyone more than you? Has He given anyone else a greater hope or a greater joy than 
he has given you in Christ Jesus? Have others been granted a greater salvation than you or been promised a more 
glorious heaven than you? Will your eternal life in Christ be shorter than anyone else’s?  

If you are not content with the physical and spiritual blessings that God has given you, you will never be 
content, unless you grow in your faith and allow God to fill your heart and mind with His Word and Spirit and grace. 
“With man it is impossible but with God all things are possible.” May we all confess with Paul “I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me... I have learned to be content.”  

Rev. Charles Olander, Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, New Holland  CID Lutheran Chaplain at Lincoln and 
Logan Correctional Centers      CID Planned Gift Counselor 217-416-8842, c-olander@msn.com  
 

Pray for Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by your church’s Mission Dollars to the 
District. “Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored...” 
Please remember in your prayers Cristo Rey (Christ the King) Lutheran Church, East Moline, and Pastor Pablo 
Dominguez. The “fields” in the Quad Cities are “ripe” unto harvest. 
 

Camp CILCA: News Chicken Fry and Auction 
The Chicken Fry & Auction will be held September 1, 2019 at Camp CILCA! Seminarian Ian Heinze will be 

preaching at the 10:30am worship service. Dinner is served from 11:30-2:30. The live auction begins at 1pm. 
Visit cilca.org/auction-items.html to see some of the great items up for bid. Rent a cabin, CGC room, tent or camper 
spot and stay for a whole weekend of swimming, games, and devotions. Call 217-487-7497 or 
email camp@cilca.org to reserve your spot or get more information. 
  

CID Illinois District Lutheran Laymen’s Retreat 
September 7, 2019 at Camp CILCA 9:00 am – 3:30 pm                             Fee $10.00 per person (includes lunch)  

Doors open at 8:00 am 
Topic will be St. Paul’s Missionary Journeys. The presenter will be Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb. 

The apostle Paul set out into the Mediterranean world, telling the Good News of Jesus. No setting proved too 
formidable for him, no place too forbidding. Paul got his resolve from his message and his Master. Faced with the 
mission challenges of the 21st. Century, we will study how Paul by God’s grace met mission challenges in the first 
century. Please read Acts 13-20 ahead of time and bring your Bible to the retreat!  
Co-sponsored by the CID and CID LLL. 

Register by Sept. 1st with Deloris Blessman 24204 ECR 1850 N, Topeka, IL 61567 or 
delorisblessman@yahoo.com . You can pay your fee at check-in. 
 

Save the Date: Higher Things Conferences 2020 have been announced 
Colorado State University- Fort Collins, CO June 29-July 2, 2020 
NW Missouri State University- Maryville, MO July 7- July 10, 2020  
University of Tennessee- Knoxville, TN, July 14- July 17, 2020 
Calvin University- Grand Rapids, MI, July 21-24, 2020 

For more information you can contact Higher Things Conferences at conferences@higherthings.org 
 

Stay Connected with the Central Illinois District 
CID’s website: http://www.cidlcms.org/ 
CID’s GatePost (newsletter) http://www.cidlcms.org/gatepost.html 
Subscribe to the E-GatePost/Monthly Bulletin Inserts: http://www.cidlcms.org/ 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

2 
OFFICE CLOSED 

3 4 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

5 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Ladies Aid 1:30 pm 
Elders 6:30  pm 
Men’s Bible Study 
                     7:30 pm 

6 7 

8 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

9 10 
LWML/Men’s Bible 
                Study 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

11 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

12 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
LLL 10 am 

13 14 

15 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
Catered Dinner 12 pm 

16 17 
Council meeting 7 pm 

18 
LL 1 pm 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
 

19 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
LLL 10 am 

20 21 

22 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
LL 1:30 pm 

23 24 
SM Supervision 4 pm 

25 
LL 1 pm 
Confirmation 6:30 pm 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

26 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
LLL 10 am 

27 28 

29 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 
LL 1:30 pm 

30  ELDER 
Larry Hock 

ACOLYTE 
Joshua Hock 

 

USHERS 
 

Blank     Maeltzer 
Firch     Magerkurth 
Koehn   Miller 
Klavine  Rahn 

 

 2019 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE 
CLASS - 8:45 AM 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES – 10 AM 
1st & 3rd Sundays/Holy Communion 

150th Anniversary Celebration – September 15th 


