
  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
May 16, 2021                                   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
*********************************************************** 

The order of worship is based upon the Office of Matins, Lutheran Service Book p. 219. 
 

Stand 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Psalmody 

 
 

Venite  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 110 

1The L  says to my Lord: 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
   until I make your enemies your footstool.” 



2The L  sends forth from Zion 
 your mighty scepter. 
 Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
 3Your people will offer themselves freely 
 on the day of your power, 
 in holy garments; 
  from the womb of the morning, 
 the dew of your youth will be yours. 
4The L  has sworn 
 and will not change his mind, 
 “You are a priest forever 
 after the order of Melchizedek.” 
 5The Lord is at your right hand; 
 he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
6He will execute judgment among the nations, 
 filling them with corpses; 
 he will shatter chiefs 
 over the wide earth. 
 7He will drink from the brook by the way; 
 therefore he will lift up his head.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 

Office Hymn: 532 The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns     

5 They suffer with their Lord below, 
    They reign with Him above, 
Their profit and their joy to know 
    The myst’ry of His love. 

 

6 The cross He bore is life and health, 
    Though shame and death to Him: 
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 
    Their everlasting theme. 

 

Readings 
First Reading                                   Acts 1:12-26, on back of bulletin 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle                                                           1 John 5:9-15, on back of bulletin 
 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel                                          John 17:11b-19, on back of bulletin 
 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory (Easter)  
 

 

Sermon 



 
Canticle 

Te Deum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Canticle continues on next page. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Prayer 
 

Kyrie  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

     C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collects  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect of the Day 
P O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above 

all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the 
Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You 
live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 
for all people according to their needs.  

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. De-
fend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 
this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of dan-
ger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your govern-
ance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction  

 

Service continues on next page with closing hymn. 



Hymn to Depart: 490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won  
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Mike Dahl  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Jason Dahl, Rollin Miller 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: First Reading: Acts 1:12-26 
   Epistle: 1 John 5:9-15 
   Holy Gospel: John 17:11b-19 
 

WE PRAY: Heavenly Father, who heard the High Priestly intercession of 
Christ the night in which He was betrayed, continually give answer to His peti-
tions, for they involve us and our responsibility before You to the dark world 
which is moving with terrifying alacrity toward the end-time; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion 
over us forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)      8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)       9 am—12 pm 
  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 



LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—12   Adult Bible Class—15     Worship—62 

 
   OFFERING 

Offering  last week                                                  $9,104.56 
Weekly Budget needed                          $3,967.56 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today      8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Thursday     1:00 pm Adult Bible Study  
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                                                                    CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
1 John 5:12 – “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” Jesus is the foundation, the bedrock, the be-
ginning, and the end. To have Him is to have it all. In Him we have life. We are 
called to live in Him, to live this new life He has given us, and to grow up into 
His image. This is a struggle in this sinful world! But His grace is sufficient as 
He refreshes us through Word and Sacrament.  
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service. Thank you for your help. 
 
EMPOWER the JOURNEY—Grab a bottle, fill it up with coins, and bring it 
back. Your gifts will help Pregnancy Resources reach out to moms and dads 
with an unplanned pregnancy and walk this journey with them. Sign the sheet 
that you have taken a bottle and cross off your name when you return it. Please 
return bottles no later than May 30. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION DURING MAY—Please note that communion will 
not be served next Sunday. We will have communion May 23 and 30. 

 
ANNIVERSARY THANK OFFERING—Since worshiping in this building, it 
has been our custom to give our Sunday offering, from the first Sunday of June, 
to Laborers For Christ as a ‘Thank Offering’ for all the blessings God has 
poured out upon us. Laborers for Christ have dissolved as an organization. The 
Council has voted to continue this practice of giving this offering to the LCMS 
World Relief & Human Care Disaster Response. Our gifts will continue to 
help those congregations and fellow Christians during time of disasters. Since 

many of our members give offerings on a monthly schedule, please write on 
your envelope how much you desire be kept for St. John’s and what goes to 
LCMS World Relief. You may also email the office with your requests. Please 
do so BEFORE Sunday, June 6. Gifts not designated will go entirely to the 
LCMS World Relief. 
 
LWML INGATHERING—The congregation is invited to help LWML gather 
items for ‘Personal Care Kits’ which will be sent to Lutheran World Relief. 
Items can be brought to the church anytime during the month of May. A box 
will be available for your donations. Items we are collecting: light-weight 
bath-size towels (between 20”x40” & 52”x27”) dark colors recommended, 2 
or 3 bath size bars of soap in original wrapping, adult-size toothbrush in 
original wrapper, sturdy comb, and nail clippers. Your help is greatly appre-
ciated. Monetary gifts are also acceptable and will be used to purchase item. 
 
SINGING OUR FAITH: Great Hymns of the Church Year. A hymn festival 
featuring Dr. James F. Marriott, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ Kreft Chair for 
Music Arts, will be hosted Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021 by St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, 1450 30th Ave., East Moline, IL beginning at 3 pm. For more 
information, contact: office@stjohnsem.org or 309-792-0755. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—Please consider providing flowers for a worship ser-
vice. Simply sign the flower chart found on the bulletin board next to the rest 
rooms. Use the yellow envelopes on the chart for your $20 donation. Write the 
date for flowers and special event/memory and place in offering plate. The rest 
is done for you. We many available Sundays. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray for all LCMS partner churches, some of which only have a 
handful of congregations. Pray that they would never feel alone in their service 
to Christ and His Church. 
 
ST. JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Willeford—We offer before You our 
common request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it 
may be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess them-
selves Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of 
spirit in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for 
Ken and Alicia ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Paula Chapa  
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Betty Firch  John Erdman  Carolyn Werner 
Linda Aper  Marilyn Woods 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 



Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“William Shakespeare once reasoned, ‘Love sought is good, but given unsought 
is better.’ How do you know that God loves you? While you and I were yet 
wandering, Christ was wandering after us, pursuing us, even by way of the 
cross: love seeking the lost in human flesh. It is this sacrifice that stands as the 
greatest marker in all time.” Ravi Zacharias, evangelist – A Life Quote from 
Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
THE GREAT CENTRAL IL CAMPOUT: May 28-31—Pitch your tent with 
others from across Central Illinois for a weekend of swimming, fishing, canoe 
rides, disc golf, squishy-ball, campfire devotions, Christian fellowship, and deli-
cious pulled pork sandwiches at the Sunday Hog Roast. Contact the camp office 
today to reserve a spot in the campground, a cabin, or a hotel room in the CGC.  
 
Sunday Schedule: 
 10:30am ~ Matins at the Outdoor Chapel 
 11:15 ~ Dedication of Dining Hall 

11:30-2:00 ~ Hog Roast (Adults, $8; Children, $5) 
1-4pm ~ Beach open (weather permitting)  

 
HELP NEEDED!  - Camp CILCA is seeking to fill the position of Assistant 
Cook: $14/hr., part-time. For more information contact the camp office today!  

 

Camp CILCA needs one more full-time male counselor for the sum-
mer. If you know a well-catechized, college-age man, encourage him to contact 
the camp office and talk to Pastor Theilen. 
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 
Sermon Text: John 17:11b-19 (Gospel) 
Other Texts: Acts 1:12-26 (First Reading); 1 John 5:9-15 (Epistle)  
 

“Christ Jesus, Our Intercessor” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, our risen Lord. 
 
One of the things we note in the Gospels is that Jesus prays. He prays in times of great trial, such 
as the Garden of Gethsemane, as well as those times when a major decision was to be made, as 
when choosing the Twelve Apostles from.i Yet, when reading the Gospels, especially St. Luke’s, 
we find numerous references to Jesus being in regular prayer, making it a part of His daily life. 
Surely His example is one that we should all struggle to emulate more and more, praying that 
God would increase our desire to pray by helping us recognize our many great needs and, even 
more, His great promises to hear our prayers in mercy and so help us! 
 
As we consider our Lord being a man of prayer, we are especially privileged this morning to hear 
Him speaking to His Father in prayer, having it recorded by St. John who, along with the other 
apostles, was an eye witness to the event, or in this case, an “ear witness.” And what a prayer it 
is! We hear the heart of our Savior open up to us, a heart that is filled with faith, honor, love, and 
obedience to His Father, and grace, mercy, and love for His disciples then and now.  
 
And so here we reflect on a part of our Lord’s priestly office that we do not consider as often, 
His role as intercessor. Of course, the central aspect of His priestly work was His living in 
perfect obedience to the Law thereby becoming our righteousness received by faith, even as He 
then offered the perfect sacrifice, Himself as the sinless Lamb of God on the cross, thereby 
redeeming not just some, not just many, but all people, redeeming us from sin, from death, and 
from the power of the devil. Yet, the work of His priestly office did not end with His 
resurrection, ascension, and entering the fullness of His exaltation at God’s right hand. 
 
It is, of course, absolutely true that His atoning work for our sins is completed. His cry of “It is 
finished!”ii is confirmed by the Epistle to the Hebrews where it is written, “We have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”iii But a priest did more 
than just offer sacrifices. He also acted as an intermediary between God and the people, acting as 
an intercessor, praying for them. And so Jesus, “the one Mediator between God and men,”iv 
continues that priestly work of intercession, praying for us and bringing our prayers unto God. 
 
This is why we regularly conclude our prayers with some form of “in Jesus’ name.” Surely it is 
in obedience to our Lord who Himself said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you.”v But Jesus did not command this as just some rule for 
us to obey. To ask the Father in Jesus’ name is asking Him in faith, that is, trusting that He is our 
dear heavenly Father for the sake of the redeeming work of His Son. It is by the blood of Jesus 
and for no other reason, that we can call God “Father,” approach the throne of grace with our 
prayers and petitions, and be certain that He hears them and confident that He answers them in 
the way that is best for us. Jesus brings our prayers to God through His sacrifice, cleansing them, 
making them a pleasing aroma unto God as was symbolized by the burning incense in the 
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temple. Thus only Christians can truly pray, as the prayer of others are a stink unto God and 
brings His wrath. For there is only wrath outside of Christ Jesus and His saving work. 
 
However, our Lord’s priestly work of intercession is not limited to perfecting our prayers and 
bringing them to God. No, He Himself prays for His Bride, the Christian Church, and for each of 
her children, each individual believer. So, let us take a little time to consider our High Priest’s 
prayer for us for encouragement in our faith and the strengthening of our Christian life.  
 
We confess in the creeds that we believe in the holy Christian Church. We believe in such 
because the Church, being composed of believers, is invisible to our eyes since we cannot see the 
faith that makes a person a member of the Church. Yet, while the Church is an article of faith, 
something to be believed, our faith is based on the rock solid promises of God that there is a true 
Church. In fact, we can be certain that the Church not only is real, but that it will continue until 
Christ returns, yes, that the very gates of hell will not prevail against it, having such conviction 
because of our Lord’s effectual prayer, “Holy Father, keep them in your name”vi  
 
We were baptized into the name of God, the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. In that blessed washing we were brought into the new covenant of salvation in Christ 
Jesus, who is the only way to the Father, by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit and, by such, 
were brought into the name of the Father. So now our Lord prays for His precious believers, for 
each of us, that we would be preserved in faith and so kept in the Father’s name. 
 
But how does the Father protect us, keeping us in His name? Jesus prayer gives us the answer, 
“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”vii To sanctify is to make holy, to set apart for a 
holy purpose. So we see that the Word of God is the means by which the Father will sanctify us, 
keeping us in His name, making us holy. Sadly though, for many Christians the Word of God is 
inspired, inerrant, sufficient, and clear. But while all such is true, these alone do not describe the 
fullness of God’s Word, for they still do not speak about its effectiveness.  
 
In other words, for them the Bible is absolutely true and reliable, yet it is merely divine 
information, just a road map to heaven, giving the facts of Jesus and how we should live. But 
they miss that the Word of God is, of itself, the very vehicle by which the Holy Spirit comes to 
us and the very tool through which He works. Thus Jesus’ prayer is that we would be in the 
Word, His Word which is Spirit and life,viii for He and the Father give the Holy Spirit through it. 
Our thoughts can be wrong, our emotions faulty, but the Word of God is true, yes, truth itself. As 
the Hebrews had light while the Egyptians were in darkness,ix so Christians have the light of 
Christ through the lamp and light of the Word,x even as the unbelieving world, whatever false 
religion and philosophy is followed, remains in the darkness of sin, entrapped in Satan’s lies.  
 
So the Father heeds the prayer of His Son on our behalf, sanctifying us through His Spirit-filled 
Word of truth which alone gives and sustains spiritual life. For as God spoke let there be light 
and there was, and commanded “Lazarus come out” and the dead man did, very much alive, so 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, works through the Word preached, read, and taught, 
giving life to the spiritually dead, enlightening darkened minds, sustaining and increasing faith, 
hope, and love until faith is replaced by sight in the heavenly realms.  
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Our Lord prayed, “That they may be one, even as we are one.” This unity is not something we 
can make, and when we try it is always a false external one that rejects portions of God’s Word. 
No, God makes His Church one by faith, a unity which, however, is invisible to us just as faith 
itself is. But as faith comes by hearing the Word, so visible unity can only be expressed when we 
have full agreement on the Word of God as that is the means by which He makes us one. To 
disagree on the Word is to show a lack of unity. To claim to believe one thing and yet remain 
within a group that believes something else, whatever the reason given, is dishonest and does not 
allow for unity. So may the Holy Spirit work true unity amongst us, working in us full 
acceptance of the clear Word of God, not rejecting what we don’t understand, whether that be 
salvation by faith alone, the six-day creation, baptismal regeneration, the real presence of 
Christ’s body and blood in the Holy Communion, who can be married according to God’s Word, 
or any other article of the faith or moral issue.    
 
As said, sanctified means “set apart for a holy purpose.” Such is part of our High priest’s prayer 
for us, “I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you 
keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.”xi  
 
Through the gracious calling of the Gospel we have been set apart for God. We are in the world 
(dwelling in it), but not of the world (embracing its wickedness and unbelief). And so the world 
will hate us. On the flip-side, we recognize that hypocrites within the visible Church (unbelievers 
and open sinners not yet excommunicated who claim to be Christians) may be in the church 
(present in a local congregation), but they are not of the church (having spiritual communion 
with Christ and fellow believers and so finally entering glory). They make this choice to avoid 
the world’s hatred and satisfy their own sinful desires. To them, it must be proclaimed that Judas, 
the son of destruction, too was “in” the Church, but not of it, being instead of the world and its 
ruler. Truly, his end is a warning to all who will not repent, choosing to walk according to the 
ways of the sinful world, a path that will also lead to their destruction.   
 
“As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.”xii Yes, we have been 
separated from the world, but kept in it as well for a holy work: to be Christ’s ambassadors, 
speaking His Word, calling sinners to repentance and faith in Christ before the wrath of God 
comes upon them. And though the task seems impossible with the innumerable challenges Satan 
and the world throw at us, not to mention the fear and laziness of our own sinful nature when it 
comes to witnessing to Christ in a winsome manner, yet we have the assurance that our Father is 
protecting us by His power, the holy angels, and through His Word and Spirit against the forces 
of darkness in answer to Christ’s prayer. And more, when our words are formed by the Word of 
God which is the truth, then the Holy Spirit is working through our words, making them His 
own, giving them the power of the Father in answer to Christ Jesus’ prayer as well, that our 
mission would be successful. In these promises, God grant us boldness in our witness to the Lord 
and His salvation! 
 
Christ Jesus, our exalted High Priest, continues to intercede for us. He brings our prayers to the 
Father and, more, He Himself prays for us. As the Father always hears the prayers of His Son, 
we can be confident that His prayers for us are heard and answered. May that increase our faith 
and embolden our own prayers. Amen!    
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i Luke 22:39-46; Luke 6:12-16. 
ii John 19:30. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii Hebrews 10:10.  
iv 1 Timothy 2:5. 
v John 16:23. 
vi John 17:11. See also Matthew 16:18. 
vii John 17:17 (emphasis added).  
viii John 6:63. 
ix Exodus 10:21-23. 
x Psalm 119:105. 
xi John 17:14-16. 
xii John 17:18. 
 


