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St. John’s Church building is closed until further notice but God’s message is still being proclaimed and His work 
continues throughout all our days. 

 
GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

 
“THE CHURCH AND THE WORD OF GOD” 

The mission of the Church is to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19); we know this as the Great 
Commission. Of course, in the process of carrying out this mission other things will happen. Acts of mercy towards those 
in need (Christian love) and church members being better citizens of the earthly kingdom (obedience to the Fourth 
Commandment) are two such examples. Yet as wonderful, yes, as necessary as those are, they are not, ultimately, the 
work of the Church. That remains bringing people to faith in Christ. No more, no less. But as Scripture teaches, 
conversion, bringing someone to repentance and faith, is a miracle worked by God. How then can the Church do what 
actually requires a miracle of God?   

The Church can, and does, carry out her God-given mission because she has the very thing that is necessary, the God-
given Word. This Word of God has divine power, for the Holy Spirit not only inspired the Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17), 
assuring it is without error of any kind, He Himself also works through that same Word.  

So, yes, it is the Holy Spirit who convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:8), but He does such 
through the Law (Romans 3:20; 7:7). This is why the Gospel is the power of God for salvation (Romans 1:16); why faith 
comes by hearing the word of Christ (Romans 10:17); why Jesus’ words are Spirit and life (John 6:63),1 and why the 
Word of God is living and active (Hebrews 4:12). Consequently, the Word is likened to a seed that hits the soil of the 
human heart and blossoms forth into the plant of faith.2 This is why the Lord guarantees that His Word will accomplish 
that for which He sends it (Isaiah 55:11). Thus St. Paul could write, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 
4:6). That is, the same creative power of God in His Word that brought forth natural light also brings forth spiritual light, 
the miraculous enlightening of people’s darkened souls unto salvation. 

It is with this Spirit-empowered, miracle working Word of God that the Church has been entrusted and armed for her 
mission. And with it she can and will carry it out. For whether through the ear or the eye, by direct reading of the Bible or 
via preaching, teaching, hymns, liturgy,3 devotions, and individual witnessing, the Church brings the Word to the world, 
the Spirit to people, and salvation to sinners.4 

                                                            
1 While obviously Jesus’ remark includes those words which He directly spoke (think “red letter words”), as the Holy Spirit inspired 
all of Scripture, and since He is the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9), logically then all of Scripture from Genesis to Revelation is Jesus’ 
words through His Spirit. 
2 Consider Jesus’ many parables which compare the Word to a seed. 
3 This is not to say that there is one, absolute form of liturgical expression. But it does mean that any liturgy (order of service) must be 
theologically tested and approved. Errors of doctrine can come in “through the back door” of faulty worship understanding and 
expression, and are often harder to notice in the beginning and more difficult to remove once imbedded since people “like it.” 
4 This of course assumes that the Word is being presented in its truth and purity. 



Truly the Church has the creative power of God. So what can then impede her mission? Of course, a person may resist 
the Spirit’s working on their heart and mind as they hear the Word. They may ultimately reject it. And such a person will, 
tragically, yet rightly, be condemned. Yet, such personal resistance is not, of itself, impeding the Church’s mission, but 
only their own salvation. No. The Church’s mission is impeded when God’s people (pastors and laity alike) lose 
confidence in God’s Word. 

This happens most obviously when the Word is no longer considered fully inspired and, therefore, is no longer 
accepted as completely inerrant and infallible.5 Such occurs when someone (or a whole denomination) says the Bible 
contains God’s Word (it’s certainly in there!6), but will not say that the Bible is God’s Word from Genesis 1:1 through 
Revelation 22:21. Or again, when someone considers the Bible to be the pious religious thoughts of believers in the past 
as compared to God’s thoughts, yes, His very words directly to us still today. 

Another way of falling away from the Word is by compromising it. While in the State (kingdom of God’s left-hand) 
compromising is very much in place and, at times, strict adherence to the law may be counterproductive, such is never 
true in the Church (kingdom of God’s right-hand). So we should never be willing to speak only so much of the Word as 
people will accept, or which can be proved sufficiently to human reason, etc. So many within visible Christendom have 
done this very thing, compromising Genesis (creation, fall, flood, etc.) to “get along with science,7 compromising on 
moral issues, blessing any sin which the culture determines to be “good” now, compromising (giving up!) faithful worship 
practices to be missional,8 etc.   

The Church is always being told, “The times have changed and you’ve got to get with the times or you will go the 
way of the dinosaur.” Such seems wise, but it is the wisdom of men, men who are blinded by sin and the god of this world 
and so are utterly foolish in spiritual ways. Oh sure, such compromises may increase membership, but they are not, 
cannot, increase discipleship as they are turning away from the very Word that the Spirit uses to make, and keep, disciples 
(Matthew 28:20).9   

The true Church knows that God does not change, so neither does His Word (Malachi 3:6), that not an iota or dot will 
pass away from the Word (Matthew 5:18), and that His Word will endure forever (Isaiah 40:8). When His Word is 
proclaimed sinners will be converted and believers will grow in love and good works, will endure trials and suffering, 
even rejoicing in them, and will ultimately persevere in faith until faith is replaced by sight. Yes, when the Word is 
proclaimed the very gates of hell will not prevail against the Church, for the mighty power of God’s Word will shield us 
and empower us to fight back, for the devil must flee the Word of Christ. Of course, this is not a promise of earthly glory, 
so such not will likely happen. But it is far better; it is heavenly, eternal glory! Therefore, may our confession and prayer 
always be: 

A trusty weapon is Thy Word, 
Thy Church’s buckler, shield, and sword. 
Oh, let us in its power confide 
That we may seek no other guide!10 

For the sake of Christ, His Word, and His Church, 
Pastor Nerud  

 
 

APOLOGETICS ARTICLE: Synchronized dance of dwarf galaxies stumps big bang boffins11 
Dwarf galaxies around our galaxy the Milky Way, the Andromeda galaxy, and now the galaxy Centaurus A, provide 

further evidence that the big bang belief is ‘baloney’. These dwarf galaxies have now been shown to orbit their parent 
galaxies in a synchronized manner, whereas according to the big bang idea, that should just not be the case. 
                                                            
5 Be warned, there are those who say the Bible is inspired, but their version of “inspiration” is not what the Bible teaches about its own 
inspiration. 
6 And “there” is wherever I like what it says! 
7 Never mind that operational/experimental science cannot disprove any of the Bible and that scientism (science as a philosophy and 
ideology) is no longer scientific. 
8 “Missional” is a fairly recent concocted word that is used regularly in certain circles, but its meaning is as hard to nail down as Jell-
O. 
9 Interestingly, it is not uncommon that those who compromise the Word may have some initial increases, but then lose members in 
the long run as there really is nothing solid to stand on. And so such “churches” find themselves compromising more and more, trying 
to bring new ones in as others leave, but this means that eventually there is no Word of substance left and, therefore, no Church 
anymore, only another social gathering of people. 
10 “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide,” The Lutheran Hymnal 292:8.  Unfortunately, while this hymn is in the Lutheran Service Book 
(585), this particular stanza was not included. 
11 by John Hartnett; https://creation.com/synchronized-dwarf-galaxies. As the word is a bit unusual to American ears, a boffin is a 
person engaged in scientific or technical research. 



The standard big bang cosmology of cosmic evolution has the formation of galaxies resulting from the collapse of a 
chaotic cloud of matter. This would predict that when large galaxies formed, such as our Milky Way galaxy and the 
galaxy Centaurus A, small satellite dwarf galaxies would form around them, while their orbits would be essentially 
random, reflecting the chaotic nature of their origin. 

In an online article on this recent discovery we read: “During formation, dwarf galaxies should both appear and move 
randomly around their host galaxies.”a 

“There should be pure chaos and not order,” said Müller.12 “To find everywhere we look this extreme order where we 
expect disorder—this is strange.” 

The big bang has long needed the hypothetical, never-observed stuff known as ‘dark matter’—and the equally 
mysterious ‘dark energy’—to make it work. If big bang modellers didn’t assume dark matter, they could not get a galaxy 
to form. But when they do assume its presence, the modelling indicates that several satellite galaxies should form—with 
chaotic orbits. So even with these ‘fudge factors’ (dark matter/energy) already in place, this latest discovery just 
compounds the difficulties, including casting more doubt on whether these fudge factors are real. 

Note the admission in what follows from the same article about “tooth fairies” in regard to dark matter and dark 
energy. Also, the comment about the standard big bang cosmology collapsing “like a house of cards” if there continues to 
be no evidence of these: 

 “At this point, there is a mountain of such contradictory details that we’ve mostly swept under the proverbial rug,” 
McGaugh said. “Dark matter and dark energy have been around so long that people forget that we backed into them. 
They’re tooth fairies that we invoked early on to make things work out.” And if no one finds evidence of dark matter, he 
said, then “the paradigm collapses like a house of cards.”a 

In articles on creation.com and elsewhere, I have been warning about this for some time. The article goes on: 
“So perhaps Müller and his team have found yet another statistical outlier, or perhaps isolated galaxies work 

differently from large groups of galaxies. Or maybe they have found yet another problem with the generally accepted 
theory of cosmology.”a 

 
References and notes 

a. Mandelbaum, R.F., Synchronised galactic orbit challenges our best theory of how the universe works, 
gizmodo.com.au, 3 February 2018; emphases added. 

 
A LOOK AT THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS: 

The Catechisms of Dr. Martin Luther, History Part I 
This month we come to the first confessions included in the Book of Concord that are specifically Lutheran, thus 

being written in the 16th century. Yet, the idea of catechesis goes back long before Martin Luther. 
In obedience to Christ’s command to teach all that He has commanded (Matthew 28:20), the Church from the 

beginning made catechesis, that is, instruction in Christian doctrine, of the highest importance.13 In the apostolic church, 
we see generally two patterns of such instruction, one for Jews and one for Gentiles. The first was fairly simple since Jews 
were already well versed in the (Old Testament) Scriptures. They just needed to recognize that Jesus is the promised 
Messiah and to then understand the place of the Law (moral, ceremonial, and civil) now that the Christ had come (New 
Testament fulfilling the Old). For Gentiles, the teaching was not so much different, but far more in depth. It required 
instruction in the true God versus the many idols, basic Biblical knowledge and truths, and learning the (much higher!) 
morality standards for a new life in Christ, all of which believing Jews would have known already. 

Up to the horrific empire wide persecutions against Christians (ca. AD 250-305), instruction seems to have been more 
informal, though we see in even the early Church Fathers a desire to organize and standardize doctrine. Not surprisingly, 
under persecution the church became far more cautious about receiving new converts as they could have been government 
infiltrators seeking to destroy them. This led to the development of a two-leveled catechumenate, an extended time of 
both probation and preparation as well as instruction. The first level allowed for more examination into the character and 
life of the catechumen to determine their sincerity which, if determined present, would lead to the second level. These 
would receive instruction in the Christian truths which led to full membership through Baptism, followed by the receiving 
of the Lord’s Supper. This also led to ongoing instruction through the continuing preaching and teaching of the Word. 
After the persecutions, when Christianity became a legal religion (Edict of Milan, AD 313) and especially after it became 

                                                            
12 This is the author of the study which is being spoken of. 
13 The term catechesis actually comes from a Greek word which means “to orally teach, instruct.”   



the religion of the empire (AD 391), the catechumenate declined,14 seemingly primarily caused by the sudden “mass 
conversions” to Christianity making thorough instruction nigh impossible.15 

From the 7th to the 12th centuries, the mass baptisms of peoples by missionaries continued to make intense Christian 
instruction of the people practically impossible.16 It is true that there were some Christian theologians and rulers who 
protested this poor state of catechesis, even drawing up instructions for training church members, but their influence was 
sadly limited.   

While no one event or situation is fully to blame, it is obvious that this weak Christian instruction greatly contributed 
to the terrible decline of pure Christianity throughout the Medieval period. It was in this context that Dr. Martin Luther 
undertook the task of writing a new catechism.  

Next month we will continue our consideration of Luther’s catechisms. 
 

PASTOR ON VACATION 
 Pastor and his family will be on vacation from June 22 – July 6. If you are needing pastoral care, Pastor 
Wright (309-236-3882) will be available June 22-26 and Pastor Mueller (563-608-6705) will be available June 
27-July 6.  
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 All Sunday services continue to be streamed Live on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/) during the regular service time of 10 am each Sunday morning. 
These streamed services will also be posted on our church website (churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org) the day 
following each service. Pastor also has a live streamed weekly devotion on Facebook. Take a moment to check 
it out. 
 During Pastor Nerud’s vacation, we encourage you to watch a service from one of our sister 
congregations. You are also invited to attend one of their services. You can receive service information by 
calling the respective church office for details. 

 Concordia, Geneseo (309-944-3993) – 8:30 service streamed on Facebook:concordialutheranchurch 
 Holy Cross, Moline (309-764-9720) – service posted by 11 am each Sunday – go to their website: 

holycrossmoline-lcms.org. and click on the date you are interested in. 
 St. Matthews, Milan (309-787-4295) – All are invited to our Parking lot services @ 10:30 am. Service 

are posted on website: stmatthewmilan.org 
 Immanuel, Rock Island (309-786-3391) – go to their website: immanuelri.org and click on link for 

YouTube then click on the service you want to hear. 
  

OFFICE 
 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 
 

 
 
 

                                                            
14 There were some “catechisms” in these days. The Didache (Teaching of the Twelve Apostles) was present for some time (perhaps 
early second century AD) and Cyril, Bishop of Jerusalem, also gave his catechetical lectures (~350 AD). 
15 It must be acknowledged that, when it suddenly became beneficial to be a Christian for one’s social and political advancement, not 
all conversions were sincere. 
16 If a ruler would convert, so would his people. Thus a whole people group may have been baptized just because the ruler was, with 
them receiving very little formal Christian education beforehand. Sadly, honesty also compels us to acknowledge that this sometimes 
occurred when a Christian king would conquer a land and then compel the conquered people to become baptized. Such forced 
conversion is clearly unchristian, not to mention that the externals do not matter if there is no faith, as even the grace of Baptism must 
be received by faith (it is miraculous, but not magical).    



ST. JOHN’S REOPENING 
 The current reopening date for Sunday worship has been set for July 12th. The church Council has adopted a 
guideline for this reopening. This list will be sent via email to those we have addresses and a hard copy to those without 
email. These guidelines are also included at the end of this newsletter. We know that everyone will not be happy with 
every point listed but, we ask for your patience and understanding as we work through these times. Please be aware that 
revisions will be made as needed and allowed. 
  

THANK YOU! 
 Thank you to Carolyn and Liz for organizing and leading the “Drive-by” birthday celebration and to Paula for 
recording it for my KC relatives during this time in our ‘virus’ lives. The only thing better would be to give and receive 
hugs. Thanks also for the flowers, the phone calls, beautiful cards and gifts. I enjoyed them so much. The Lord has richly 
blessed me. I have such a great church family. Hope we won’t have to be apart too much longer.                           Karna H. 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
2 Tristan Blank 
4 James Dahl 
4 Calie McKibbon 
5 Lynne Johnson 
6 Alec Davila 
8 Wanda Rahn 
9 Scott Rahn 
10 Stacie Rahn 

11 Brianna Rodgers 
14 Payten Helg 
15 Lois Esterlein 
15 Robert Wolfe 
19 Elizabeth Bjork 
19 Kaleb Rahn 
21 Fern Kulpa 
24 Mark Ague 

24 Graysen Carlson 
26 Suzanne Blank 
26 Nicole Werling 
28 David Schmedt 
29 Norma Daniels 
31 Elizabeth Hock 
31 Joel Werling

JULY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 
3 Katrina Nerud 
5 Cooper Freeman 
8 Jessica Johnson 
8 Karna Hollatz 
9 Nicole Nerud 
13 Alexander Wolfe 
15 Paula Chapa 

15 Larry Hock 
15 James Rahn 
15 Kem Schillinger 
20 Brennan Lambin 
20 Vivian Smith 
21 Julie Lage 
21 Seth Winchell 

21 Emma Yerkey 
23 Rosalie Jorgensen 
26 Trevor Eastburn 
30 Kenneth Cullison 
30 Kyle Rahn 

 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Broc/Jennifer Krantz (2009) – 11 yrs 
 5 Ky/Jamie Lambin (2003) - 17 yrs  
 12 Brad/Mary Jo Gehn (1997) - 23 yrs 

17 Kyle/Ashton Wickwire (2010) - 10 yrs 
24 Don/Rebecca Hickenbottom (2004) -16 yrs 

 
LWML NEWS 

 We are still unable to meet together for our monthly meetings BUT, we can continue to give our Mites to the 
mission work of our God. Hopefully all are continuing to gather their Mites. These can be dropped off at the church 
Office and Terri will be glad to pass them on to our treasurer Wanda Rahn or you may send a check directly to Wanda. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
VBS will be the week of July 20th - July 24th.  This year it will be online.  Pastor will have a live Welcome on 

Facebook that day and then you go to our website for the Rainforest Explorers link.  I will be sending information out to 
all parents.  Please watch the Welcome first because it will also give directions for that night.  We have some crafts that 
are different.  Any questions contact Sandy 936-1152.  To register call Sandy or Wanda Rahn 944-3966.  We will have 
packs to be picked up the week before that have material in it that you will need.  We will have a few extra available if 
you wish to invite someone.   

We are still looking for alternative Sunday School material. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the 

commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to 
him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22) 



As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the rich young 
ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: 
No! But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?  

The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In 
other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed 
in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be 
used for the purpose God intends.  

Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These 
stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth.  

 We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from 
either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it. 

 We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or the birth of others 
into our family. 

 Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we 
have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same society.  

All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were to 
sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties toward them would falter.  

So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in 
society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. You save for college for your children. 

But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more 
immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first 
fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  

This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will give from the 
beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing things.  

This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high unemployment or 
restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given through the means of grace we 
receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just as we love our country and our family.  

For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no expense for us 
and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is more, He 
provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the church, 
the family, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by birth. 

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you, bringing 
you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.  

 
EVANGELISM 

Matthew 10:34-42: You never know how a life will be touched by a small act of kindness – like the sharing of a 
cold cup of water - but God does! Jesus gives us a hint of the fact that the intentional kindness we share with one another 
in “little acts of love” is found in the parable of the sheep and the goats when He refers to Judgment Day: “When I was 
thirsty, you gave Me something to drink. When did we do this for You, Lord?” When you did it for any of My people, no 
matter how unimportant the act or the person seemed to be, you did it for Me! Reach out to the world with the kindness of 
God’s Word as you would do it for Jesus Himself!  Source: LCMS.ORG 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their 
families, this congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them 
whenever possible. We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a 
special prayer will be sent to those prayer warriors.  

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
 

Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16b 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
During the month of July, we ask you remember our Lay Delegate, Larry Kane. May God guide him in all his 

duties of keeping this congregation informed of District and Synod news. 



Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 
church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 

Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 

and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 

mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 
 

Jim Rahn 
Bob Esterlein 
Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Barrett Hock   
 

Lillian Hock 
Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch            
Larry Hock 
 

Carolyn Wildermuth 
Marilyn Woods 

OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 
Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke)   
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 

Nick Fredrickson (neighbor of Linda Aper) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Connie Cunningham (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Dick & Cindy DeSmith (friends of Jan Dahl) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

  
                     LISTEN TO: 
Music of the Church, Morning Chapel, and Issues, Etc. 
       Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 
               LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 



Plan for Church Reopening 

 Our target date for opening is Sunday, July 12. This is to give us time to prepare policies, 
procedures, and to prepare, including ordering and receiving the necessary supplies. It 
will also be after Pastor’s vacation so that a guest pastor is not being brought into the 
situation when we are still in the early stages. 

 Those who feel ill, have a fever, or have been around someone who has tested 
positive for CoVID-19 are not to come to worship.  

 Online services will still be provided.  
 According to one’s comfort level and location,1 you can still contact the pastor to 

receive the Lord’s Supper. 
 The south and west doors will be propped open; no one needs to touch the handles. 
 Masks will be recommended, per CDC guidelines. 
 We will set a capacity limit in the sanctuary to 25% as recommended; this is about 58 

people. If more would come (which we are guessing is unlikely, at least at first), we can 
utilize the fellowship hall as overflow, keeping the 6-foot spacing as audio is available 
out there. In addition, it is possible to set up the TV as well to play the service. 

o This, of course, is not ideal, as they could have stayed home to “watch” the 
service. However, we would not want to turn anyone away. In addition, they 
would still be able to receive the Lord’s Supper if present. 

o If we find that we have more people, we can look at offering more than one 
service. This would require some sort of sign-up. How this would exactly work 
out, if necessary, would need to be determined. 

 Cleaning and disinfecting will be done following the service on all used pews, door 
handles, in bathrooms, and anywhere else determined as needed. The cleaning supplies 
will be of health care strength.  

 The main bathrooms directly off the fellowship hall will be open. The library, youth 
room, education wing, and kitchen will be blocked off with “caution” tape or by some 
other method so that these areas are not used or entered at this time. 

 An usher/greeter will be at both entrances to welcome people and instruct them on 
seating, flow of entering and exiting, and to remind people to not congregate within the 
building and to maintain physical distancing. They will wear a mask. 

 Every other pew will be open to a family unit, the other pews will be taped off. 
Should two non-family members be in the same pew, they are to keep the 6-foot 
distance between them. Should that not be possible, sitting in a different pew will be 
necessary. 

 There will be one usher in the back of the sanctuary to hand out bulletins. People will be 
seated from front to back. Members will be dismissed after the service from back to front. 
Adequate time will be given before the next pew is dismissed so that social distancing is 
maintained. The pastor will not be shaking hands at the back of the church after service. 

 The pastor will do all the readings so that microphones are not being shared. 
 As receiving the Lord’s Supper is one of the primary reasons to resume meeting in 

person, each service will be a shortened Divine Service with the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

                                                            
1 Some places, such as nursing homes, are still under lock-down and so pastoral visits are not able to be conducted at 
this time. 



 Shortening of the service will primarily consist of reduction of singing. The number of 
hymns will be shortened to likely two per service with liturgical singing removed. During 
the Communion there will be music, but no singing. 

 We will not share the peace during the service. 
 The collection plate will not be passed during the service. One plate will be available just 

outside the sanctuary for offerings. Masks and gloves will be available to those who 
handle the offering if they desire to use them. 

 The method of Communion distribution is being determined by the Board of Elders with 
the twin goals of keeping both health safety and reverence for the Lord and His 
Sacrament. Neither the common cup nor the communion rail proper will be used at this 
time.  

 The pastor and elders will wear masks and gloves during Communion preparation, 
distribution, and while cleaning after service. 

 If there are two non-family units within a pew, physical spacing will be maintained 
as they come forward. Children may come up to receive a blessing, but no contact 
will be made. 

 Hymnals, all loose cards, pencils, etc. will remain removed from the pews. Services will 
be printed. 

 Weather permitting, for ventilation the south and west entry doors will be propped open, 
the two outside sanctuary doors will be open, and the doors between the sanctuary and 
narthex will remain open, along with running the fan to draw in fresh air. 

 There will be no Sunday School, Bible Study, or fellowship time before or after the 
service. No food or coffee will be available. Handshaking, hugging, etc. are strongly 
discouraged. Members may “chit-chat” outside the church building (still 
maintaining physical distancing). 

 Signs will be added to help ensure proper physical distancing and safety. Hand 
sanitizing stations will be located near entrances and at a table where masks and 
gloves will be available for those who desire them. Trash can will be located near exits 
so people do not need to “search” for one, but can instead exit the building promptly after 
service. 

 Communication via email will remind people to do self-checks before coming, as well 
as to be aware and respectful of others’ comfort levels. This is Christian love in 
action. 

 Meetings at the church will occur only “as needed” to try and minimize contact. There 
will be no extracurricular activities at the church. 

 Our safety measures will be documented and pictures will be taken as appropriate and 
possible. 

 As this is a seemingly constantly changing situation, these proposals can and will be 
adjusted, whether tighter or looser. Also, evaluations will be made after services to 
determine if any changes/improvements should be considered. 

 Communicating our determined guidelines to the congregation will also encourage them 
to call the pastor with their questions or concerns. He will forward such to the Board of 
Elders/Council if such is required as appropriate. 

 We will be needing to ask for volunteers for ushering and cleaning after service. 
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A church member told me that she decided to read the Bible.  She has read it through twice, and she has started 

to read it for the third time, as well as the Portals of Prayer, Spanish version, and various Bible texts.  She told 

me that reading the Holy Scriptures has been a great blessing and comfort for her soul.  I congratulated her for 

her commitment to nourish her faith. She then shared with me that she was not enjoying reading the Book of 

Revelations. She tried to read the chapters fast because she didn’t like all the numbers, the horses, the wars, the 

blood, and the many things that disturbed and frightened her. I could see her anguish and fear as we talked. I 

explained to her that the book of Revelations has difficult passages to understand and to 

interpret.  That’s why other believers have teachings different from ours, such as, the 

rapture account where it is believed that the faithful will be snatched into heaven based 

on Mat.  24:40-41; the millennium account where it is believed that Christ will reign on 

the earth for 1000 years based on Rev.  20:4; and the Armageddon account where it is 

believed that a great war will occur based on Rev.  16:16. I also explained to her that 

some groups dare to name the very dates they believe Jesus will return.   The different 

groups have various teachings and find it difficult to agree with each other. Lutherans do 

not accept these interpretations.  First, because they are mere speculations which have 

no firm Scriptural basis. Secondly, we believe what the Bible teaches that we cannot 

know the day and the hour when Jesus will come again. Thirdly, we believe that the majority of these passages 

are symbolic and should not be taken literally.  It is clear that there are many Christians who spend a lot of time 

studying these prophecies while trying to set dates and interpret each symbol.  However, we believe that it is more 

pleasing to God to pass our time serving our neighbor and fortifying our relationship with Christ. Besides that, 

we always need to prepare for our death or for the second return of our Lord.  After this brief explanation, our 

sister in Christ, will no longer need to fear, and it is the same for all of us.  Christ is the central truth as He says, 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” Rev. 22: 13 

 

Children Christian education starts at home. 

It’s very important for us, as parents and adults, to teach our children Bible lessons. This reminds me of the 

Biblical account of Timothy. Timothy, servant of God, received instruction from childhood.  2 Timothy 1:5-7 & 

3:14-15 tell us about this Christian education. His grandma, Lois, and his mother, Eunice, did a great job of 

instructing Timothy! When Paul met Timothy in Listra, he was very pleased with Timothy’s good testimony; 

therefore, he was willing to take Timothy on as a partner in the Gospel.  

What a noble task we have as parents to teach our children the Christian way.  We have the assurance that the 

Holy Spirit will direct our efforts.  

Now that we are in the midst of the pandemic, let's make time to have our little ones read a story about Jesus, 

watch Christian movies, learn the Lord's Prayer, learn to pray, let us tell them more about Jesus, their Savior and 

their all mankind 

Nevertheless, parents must continue teaching the Christian faith in their homes. This is an exhortation to all of 

you, to teach the God’s ways to all the children around you. With God’s help, we will see these children in the 

future as men and women actively involved in the body of Christ.  

 

May God continue to bless you as you lovingly serve Him  

and your family! 
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