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March 10, 2021                                              Lent 3 Midweek 
*********************************************************** 
The order of worship is based upon Evening Prayer, from Hymnal Supplement 98 
(CPH, 1998) 

Service of Light 
P Now is the time of God’s favor; 

 C     now is the day of salvation. 
P Turn us again, O God of our salvation, 

 C     that the light of Your face may shine on us. 
P May Your justice shine like the sun; 

 C     and may the poor be lifted up. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C     It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who 
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole crea-
tion and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. 

 C     Amen. 
 

Psalm 19 
1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2Day to day pours out speech, 
 and night to night reveals knowledge. 
 
3There is no speech, nor are there words, 
 whose voice is not heard. 
4Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them, 
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 



7The law of the L  is perfect, 
 reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the L  is sure, 
 making wise the simple; 
8the precepts of the L  are right, 
 rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the L  is pure, 
 enlightening the eyes; 
 

9the fear of the L  is clean, 
 enduring forever; 
the just decrees of the L  are true, 
 and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, 
 even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 
 and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 

11Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
 in keeping them there is great reward. 
12Who can discern his errors? 
 Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
 

13Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not have dominion over me! 
Then I shall be blameless, 
 and innocent of great transgression. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
 be acceptable in your sight, 
 O L , my rock and my redeemer. 

  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Canticle Hymn: 422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image  
 

Readings 
 

First Reading                         Revelation 2:18-29 
 

18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze.  

19 “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient 
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20 But I have this 
against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, 
but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw 
her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw 
into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike 
her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your 
works. 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, 
who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I 
say, I do not lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you 
have until I come. 26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works 
until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will 
rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, 
even as I myself have received authority from my Father. 28 And I will 
give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.’  



 P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 III. The Palace of the High Priest   
 

     Those who had arrested Jesus brought him to the high priest’s house, 
where the scribes and elders were assembled. Peter followed him afar 
off, and so did another disciple. That disciple was known to the high 
priest and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high priest, but Peter 
stood outside at the door. So that other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to the doorkeeper and brought Peter in. 
He went in and sat with the servants to see the end. He was warming 
himself at the fire they had kindled in the middle of the courtyard. 
      Meanwhile, the chief priests and the whole council were seeking evi-
dence that might make the case for a death sentence, but they could not 
find any. Many bore false witness against him, but their statements did 
not agree. Two stepped forward and said, “We heard him say, ‘I shall 
destroy this temple made with hands and after three days I shall build 
another, not made with hands.’” But even on this point their evidence did 
not agree. 
      Then the high priest stood up, moved to the center, and put this ques-
tion to Jesus, “Do you have no answer? What is this evidence they have 
given against you?” But he was silent and gave no answer. 
     Again the high priest put a question to him and said, “Are you the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
     Jesus said, “I am. You will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of God’s power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 
     The high priest tore his garments and said, “Do we still need any wit-
nesses? You have heard this blasphemy. What is your opinion?” They all 
agreed that he was deserving of death. 
      Then some of them began to spit on him; they blindfolded him, 
struck him, and said to him, “Prophesy to us, O Christ, who is it that 
struck you?” The guards beat him as they took him away. 
      Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the 
maidservants of the high priest came and saw Peter warming himself. 
She looked at him closely as he sat in the light of the fire, and said, “You 
also were along with the man from Nazareth, that Jesus.” 
     Peter denied it and said, “I do not know what you mean.” He went out 
to the forecourt. 
     Another maidservant saw him there and said to those who were stand-
ing around, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
     Peter denied it again with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 

     A little later those standing around said to Peter, “Surely you are one of 
them. You are a Galilean. Your accent gives you away.” 
     Peter started calling down curses on himself and swore, “I do not know 
the man.” 
      And immediately while he was still speaking, the cock crowed a sec-
ond time, and the Lord turned and looked on Peter. Then Peter remem-
bered that Jesus had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you will 
deny me three times.” Peter broke down, and went out, and wept bitterly. 
     As soon as it was morning the chief priests with the elders and the 
scribes held the court session with all the Sanhedrin. Then they bound 
him, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate. Then Judas, who had 
betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, was sorry and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, say-
ing, “I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood.” 
      They said, “What is that to us? That is your affair.” Judas threw down 
the pieces of silver in the temple and departed. He went and hanged him-
self. 
      The chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put 
them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood.” They took counsel 
and bought with them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. That is why to 
this day that field has been called “the field of blood.” 
     In this way was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying, “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a 
price had been set by the children of Israel, and gave them for the potter’s 
field.”    
 

P In many and various ways God spoke to His people of old by 
the prophets. 

C But now in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Litany 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 
       P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  
                  Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 



 

P For all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and 
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For our public servants, for the government and those who 

protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every 
good deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and pro-

tection in this and every place let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 
people here present who await from the Lord great and abun-
dant mercy let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times let us pray to the Lord. 
 C     Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 
need let us pray to the Lord. 

 C     Lord, have mercy. 
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ 

let us give thanks to the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 
 Silence for meditation. 

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 
Lord. 

 C     To You, O Lord. 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace 
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments; and also that we, being defended 
from our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

 C     Amen. 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
 C     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

  in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
  us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
  against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
 C     Thanks be to God. 
 

Office Hymn: 428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow  

   
 

Sermon 
 Text: Revelation 2:18-29 
 Title: “To the Church in Thyatira (and to Us) ” 
 

Prayer  

P Blessed Savior Jesus Christ, though men reviled You and 
persecuted You, though they accused You of blasphemy and 
of deceiving the people, though they laughed at Your claims 
of being the anointed Savior and eternal Son of God, never-
theless we rejoice to know and to trust You as our Lord who 



has brought us salvation. There is none other upon whom we 
can rely. Your words inviting our hearts to faith are indeed 
words of eternal life. O Son of God, how can our hearts ex-
press all the praise that we owe You for becoming flesh and 
blood and dying on the cross for our sins! 

 Prince of Peace, because of the victory won for us over sin, 
death and hell, we now ask You to rule over us with Your 
grace, forgiving all our sins and filling us with every spiritual 
blessing. And grant that we may be devoted to You in our 
hearts and lives as You were devoted to the will of Your    
Father. Help us conduct ourselves in a manner always befit-
ting the heirs of everlasting glory. Let us not be cumbered 
with the affairs of this life, nor fall prey to Satan, nor yield to 
the desires of our flesh. Grant us willingness to bear our 
crosses and, if need be, suffer for You as You so willingly 
suffered Your cross for us. 

 Oh, may the salvation that You purchased for sinners at the 
price of Your own blood move us to songs of joy and thank-
fulness. Raise up in our hearts a childlike faith that will com-
pel us to come boldly to Your throne of grace to seek mercy 
and help in every time of need. Be near us to bless us as our 
individual needs require. To You we make confession of our 
sins, and of Your mercy we ask forgiveness. As our gracious 
High Priest, plead our cause before Your heavenly Father. All 
glory to Your name now and forever.   

 C   Amen. 
P Lord, we thank You that You have taught us what You would 

have us believe and do. Help us by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to hold fast Your Word in hearts which 
You have cleansed that thereby we may be made strong in 
faith and perfect in holiness, and be comforted in life and in 
death. 

 C   Amen. 
 

Blessing 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

 C   Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Hymn to Depart: 880 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow  

 
Silent Prayer 
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3rd Lenten Midweek Service 
March 10, 2021 
Text: Revelation 2:18-29 
 

“To the Church in Thyatira (and to Us)” 
 
Grace and peace be to you from the Son of God, who has eyes are like a flame of fire and whose 
feet are like burnished bronze.  
 
Tonight’s letter to Thyatira moves us further inland, southeast of Pergamum. The city was 
founded by the Macedonians sometime in the Greek age, later renamed Thyatira in 290 BC, and 
was taken over by Rome in 190 BC. In the first century AD, Thyatira was famous for its dyeing 
facilities and was a center of the purple cloth trade. So not surprising Lydia, a seller of purple 
goods whom the Apostle Paul met in Philippi, was from Thyatira.i While it was not as well known 
for its religious life as Pergamum, as the imperial cult especially was not so strong here, there 
were still temples dedicated to Artemis and to Apollo who was the city’s patron god.  
 
The Lord Christ, clearly referred to as the Son of God, has eyes of fire. This reveals His 
omniscience, by which He can see into the hearts and minds of peopleii, cutting through hypocrisy 
and the darkness in the souls of people. As He looks at the Christians in Thyatira, He sees some 
good and praises it. “I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, 
and that your latter works exceed the first.”iii Not only were the works of the Thyatirans present, 
they were increasing. Yet, even this growth could still end up all for naught! 
 
Please allow me to use an analogy. Viruses are an infectious agent. Technically, viruses are not 
alive, being incapable of doing anything on their own. However, once they find a host cell, they 
bind to it and invade it. Through complex biochemical reactions, the virus takes over the cell, 
making it serve one purpose: the production of more viruses. These will then exit the cell to find 
new cells to take over, thereby continuing the process of infiltration and subversion until final 
take over. In His promise to care for us physically, God has provided an immune system, which 
targets intruders and destroys them. Unfortunately, the viruses that have already gained entrance 
into a cell are much harder to remove. In fact, since it is taken over and produces nothing but new 
viruses, the body’s immune system must target its own cell for destruction.  
 
Dear Christians, false teaching is rather similar to a virus. Without a host to spread it, it cannot do 
much. But once it infects somebody, the results can be truly disastrous. Apparently, a specific 
“virus” of false teaching had found a host in the church at Thyatira, a woman that the Son of God 
calls “Jezebel,” and was spreading. 
 
While it is possible that the woman’s name was Jezebel, it is far more likely that this name, like 
many other things in the Book of Revelation, is symbolic. In the Old Testament Jezebel, the 
daughter of the king of Sidon, married king Ahab of Israel.iv She was a non-Israelite and a 
follower of her pagan gods. She moved Ahab to erect a temple to Baal, let the prophets of Baal 
and Asherah eat at her table, even as she had the prophets of the Lord hunted and killed. Thus she 
supported the teachings of false gods along with the sexual immorality that was a part of their 
worship. Jezebel then, is synonymous with false teaching and idolatry, suppression of God’s true 
Word and persecution of his faithful, and enjoying the carnal pleasures that idolatry endorses.   
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Thyatira’s “Jezebel” would have made her namesake proud. As a self-claimed prophetess, she 
introduced a two-part teaching that was very seductive. The first part of the teaching supported 
sexual immorality. In fact, immorality seemed to be encouraged, since strong Christians “know” 
that Jesus will protect them from Satan they are safe to practice immorality. For surely a strong 
Christian could enter Satan’s realm of lust and walk away unscathed, since Christianity is 
“spiritual” and so does not concern the body. It is only weak, unenlightened Christians who hold 
themselves to silly laws. “Christ has freed us from the Law!” is the battle cry.     
 
We hear such talk today when “enlightened and progressive” Christians support homosexuality, 
advocate handing out methods of birth control in schools, and see no problem with people living 
together for a while to “test the waters” before entering into marriage, if marriage even needs to 
be entered into at all. After all, divorce is a sin, so we wouldn’t want that to happen, would we! 
As sexual cravings are powerful in all but a select fewv, it is no surprise that people flock to those 
who teach that the pleasures our bodies crave are not really wrong. Besides, Jesus saves broken 
sinners, so let’s be as broken as possible. Sounds like those religious teachers, book writers, and 
bloggers who seem to wear, not Christ’s forgiveness, but their own brokenness almost as a badge 
of honor, “Look how broken I was before I found Jesus!” Lord have mercy!       
 
The second aspect to her false teaching was that mingling with the pagans at their religious feasts 
was acceptable. In fact, maybe it was even necessary if you wanted to succeed in the craft guild 
you belonged to, since the other members of the guild went to those pagan temples. And God 
wants you to succeed right? He provides for us and our family through our job, right? Well, we 
need to do whatever we have to do to keep the paycheck coming in, right?     
 
Again, the “enlightened and progressive” Christians will happily, even proudly, be members of 
unchristian quasi-religious organizations, such as the Masons and certain other lodges. They will 
work for an organization which does great evil, like Planned Parenthood, and talk about the good 
they do, even calling it “God’s work.” Besides, have to work somewhere. 
 
And so, just as the false teaching of Jezebel spread through Thyatira, similar false teachings 
spread through Christendom today, since sex and money will always be two idols we are rather 
willing to bow down before. And as the virus of false teaching gains new hosts, it spreads even 
further, until a whole congregation, and even denomination, is lost, with the infection in complete 
control of the body. Of course it doesn’t stop even there. It still spreads, finding new 
congregations, new denominations, new ministries to infect, subvert, and destroy.  
 
Why didn’t the church silence Jezebel and her false teaching? Perhaps she had a position of 
prominence in the church and/or community, just as the original Jezebel had the position of queen 
of Israel. Maybe she, or possibly her husband if she was married, was an eminent business owner 
in the city, since Thyatira was an important commercial center. It’s very difficult to exercise 
church discipline, even in obvious cases, when the person is a bigwig in the community and/or the 
congregation, even more if they are one of the better givers to the offering plate.   
 
Perhaps she was a “very nice” person. After all, one who is rude and uncaring seldom gains many 
listeners or followers. Therefore, Satan tends not to use those types to spread his false gospels, 
which is why many a cult leader and false teacher has great charisma. A black and faithless heart 
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can be covered with all sorts of pretty tinsel, such as being active in the community, in volunteer 
work, and within a church, seeming to be a respected pillar.      
 
The point is this: the immune system not only targets the free virus floating around looking for a 
host cell, it also targets and destroys the cells that are taken over to stop the production of the 
virus at its source. Similarly, a congregation must not only target the false teachings, but also the 
false teachers, to protect the body of Christ and prevent further harm. And this is a painful 
process, since the false teacher may be respected, having many friends, maybe even family, in the 
congregation. But we must ask ourselves, “Which master do we serve?” 
 
While helpful, like all analogies that are used to explain spiritual truths, the virus one falls short. 
A cell, once infected by the virus, cannot be saved. But that is not the case of sinners, even one 
who stands condemned for pushing false teachings, the highest crime, falling under St. Paul’s 
harsh words, “Let him be accursed!”vi For Jesus declares of this Jezebel, “I gave her time to 
repent.”vii The Lord truly wanted to save even this one who was deceiving His very own, leading 
them down the path to eternal destruction. And while Jezebel continued in her rejection of the 
Lord, He continued to call those who followed her to repentance as well, even allowing afflictions 
upon them to bring them back to Him, so they would not be eternally lost. 
 
Thus the true purposes of church discipline are seen. For despite what the unrepentant sinner says, 
church discipline, when done according to Scripture, is an act of love. Love for the Lord and His 
Word. Love for His sheep and lambs who might be led astray and lost. Even love for the sinner, a 
final act of love (“tough love”) that has the goal to save that person as well; that through the 
process of church discipline, they be brought to sorrow over their sins and filled with a sincere 
desire to amend their ways. If they refuse to repent, it does no one any good, including them, to 
pretend that they are a believer. But should they repent, it is the privilege and duty of the 
congregation to declare them forgiven and restored to God’s people, for Christ came to seek and 
to save lost sinners. Like them. Like you and me, whatever our sins may be. 
 
Christ declares that all those who keep His works to the end will receive the judgment for their 
works. Those whose works are evil, who refuse to repent, will be crushed to ash and dust under 
His feet of burnished, blazing bronze. Jezebel of old had her body eaten by the dogs even as soul 
went to hell. Jezebel in Thyatira received sickness, death, and damnation. So it is that all who 
refuse to repent will also come under God’s judgment. Yet while this judgment is terrifying, 
repentant believers eagerly look forward to it. 
 
We confess that we could never stand before God on our own, but we know we will not need to. 
Christ is our substitute, and we have been washed white as snow in His blood in our Baptism. 
When He comes to judge our works, we believers will stand pristine, because all of our sins are 
gone, and all that remains are the acts of love that we performed through faith in Him.  And then 
we Christians, despised and ridiculed by all the world, will be seen as the royalty we truly are in 
Christ Jesus, and we shall share in His authority over the nations, judging with Christ, and then 
shine forth forever with the light of Christ, the bright Morning Star.   
 
God keep us from sin, in true repentance and faith, and so finally bring us into heaven’s glory. 
Amen! 
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i Acts 16:14. 
ii Revelation 2:23. Cf. Revelation 1:14 for this same imagery. 
iii Revelation 2:19. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iv The account of Jezebel is found in 1 Kings 16:29-33; 18:4; 19:1-3; 21:1-16; 2 Kings 9:30-37. 
v See Matthew 19:12. 
vi Galatians 1:8-9. 
vii Revelation 2:21. 


