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St. John’s Church building is closed until further notice but God’s message is still being 
proclaimed and His work continues throughout all our days. 

 
GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY 

-In God’s Grace 
-In God’s Service 

“Holy Communion, Necessary, but not Absolutely So” 
In this day and age, we are surrounded by so many Christian churches that do not have the correct 

understanding of Holy Communion and so, not surprisingly, that do not have the right appreciation of the 
blessed sacrament. Consequently, it is quite necessary to regularly teach on the Lord’s Supper and encourage 
people to desire it. Which is why we have just had the series on Closed Communion (correct understanding) 
and, last month, the numerous blessings given in and through the Holy Communion (encouragement to desire 
it). And certainly, the necessity to teach such will continue until our Lord returns. 

With that said though, we are now in the midst of a completely unexpected situation when we are not 
permitted to gather and so, quite obviously, receiving the Sacrament of the Altar has also stopped. And so, we 
may well be wondering, will I begin to lose my faith without the Lord’s Supper? Will not receiving the 
Communion cause me to lose out on any of God’s blessings? Perhaps you have your own particular form of this 
question. So let us consider this important topic and, by God’s grace, set consciences at ease. 

The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is nothing less than a divine command, “Do this in remembrance of 
Me.” Therefore, the Holy Communion is not an option. And no wonder, as it gives to us the most personal 
assurance of the forgiveness of our sins, the very body hung on a cross for us, the very blood shed on that cross 
to pay for our sins and so cleanse us. Truly the Sacrament is a precious blessing that we rightly cherish, offering 
the most personal consolation! Yet, while it is necessary since God commands it, and it is necessary because of 
our need for what it gives, at a time like this it must be also be pointed out that the Lord’s Supper is not 
absolutely necessary, in the sense that going without it, the absence of it, condemns. 

Why is this? First of all, consider the Lord’s command and our reason for not “obeying” at the moment. 
Note how this is not our “choice” to go against Christ’s command. There is no willful despising of the 
Sacrament amongst us. Far from it, we cannot wait until we can receive it again! It is not as if we are gathering 
and choosing not to celebrate the Sacrament, but we have been commanded not to gather at all by the lawful 
authorities for the sake of public health. While as individuals we may or may not fully agree with the reasons 
and the practice, either way we all must recognize that this is not an act of persecution. Nonchristian religions 
are being asked to do the same, as are secular businesses and other groups, organizations, etc. Therefore, this is 



not a “We must obey God rather than men” situation, but is a godly act of obedience to the lawful government 
(Fourth Commandment) out of love for our fellow citizens (“Love is the fulfilling of the law,” Romans 13:10).  

So our conscience can rest though we are not celebrating the Lord’s Supper during this time despite His 
institution. But what about the blessings? Let me be as candid as I can, we are not placing our salvation at risk 
or in jeopardy by being deprived (note again beyond our control) of the Sacrament for a period of time. Why? 
Because, ultimately, the Lord’s Supper is a means of grace. It gives nothing less than, but nothing more either, 
than what is given through the Gospel Word as it is preached, as the Absolution is spoken, etc. The Gospel is 
the proclamation of the forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake. The Gospel comes in Word and Sacrament. So 
while it is not what we want, the temporary loss of a particular means does not mean we have also lost a part of 
the Gospel of Christ, or part of the forgiveness we need, or part of any other blessing. Yes, a particular means 
that gives a blessed assurance is missing, but none of the blessings themselves are. The Gospel in all its forms 
gives the full Jesus and all His gifts. 

But someone might get concerned and ask, “But what about Jesus’ words, ‘Unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.’1 Doesn’t that mean that without the Lord’s Supper we 
will have no spiritual life?” I only bring this up because it has become, unfortunately, more common for this 
text to be applied to the Lord’s Supper. As this article is not the place for all the reasons why,2 I will simply 
point out that John 6 does not deal with the Lord’s Supper, but with faith. Again, if you have heard otherwise, I 
understand this can be confusing, even disturbing. But our own Lutheran Confessions use John 6 as the premier 
example of the spiritual eating of Jesus by faith.3 The key point for this article then is that you are not losing 
spiritual life simply because you are not eating and drinking the Lord’s Supper during this period of time. 

With all this said, I would like to conclude with three points. Number one, none of this is to say that going 
without the Lord’s Supper is good, or even unimportant. Truly, as we miss out on this gift it behooves us to 
focus all the more on the means that we still have access to. BE IN THE WORD! Listen to our services as they 
are streamed (and other faithful LC-MS churches, the Lutheran Hour, etc.). Set up the family altar; fathers lead 
your family in devotions, and mom take it up if you need to. Read Bible stories to the kids. Sing hymns. Read 
your Bibles. Avoiding the Word is despising it. And a low Word diet, especially at a time like this, is spiritually 
dangerous indeed! 

Number two, if your conscience is truly troubling you, if you are really struggling with guilt or really 
questioning your forgiveness, if you honestly need that “personal Gospel touch,” I offer two possibilities. First, 
the Church from early days has understood this need and so has offered Private Confession and Absolution. As 
in the Communion, here also the forgiveness is spoken directly to you, leaving no room for the doubts the devil 
is trying to work in you. In addition, Private Confession and Absolution also offers the opportunity to speak 
with your pastor about your struggles and to receive further spiritual guidance and support. Second, if your need 
for the Lord’s Supper is that strong, then you may call me and we can set up your receiving it in the most 
careful way possible. 

Number three, with all the above said, I simply want to put out this general warning: Let us not during this 
time get into a terrible habit which could lead us into downplaying and, finally, despising the Holy Communion. 
Now it is outside of our control. But when the opportunity returns to celebrate and receive it again, let us do so 
with all gusto and joy! Let us receive it regularly and often as the glorious blessing it is. But, until then, let us 
also be absolutely confident that our Lord comes to us through the Word, giving all His gifts to us there. After 
all, the Word makes the Sacrament, not the other way around.  

So let your conscience be at peace now, even as we all long for that day when we humbly kneel before the 
altar and receive our Lord Jesus’ body and blood once again!   

                                                            
1 John 6:53. 
2 Perhaps that could be a future article topic. 
3 Formula of Concord, Article VII, particularly paragraphs 59 and following. 



A Look at the Lutheran Confessions: 
The Nicene Creed, Theology of the Third Article 
The actual council of Nicea in 325 AD, from which the Nicene Creed gets its name, was primarily focused 

on the issue of the full deity of the Son of God, as I wrote last month. In fact, the third article of the creed 
written at Nicea said even less than the Apostles’ Creed, saying only, “I believe…And in the Holy Spirit.” 
However, not only did Arianism (attacks on the Son of God) continue but, in addition, the denial of the divinity 
of the Son was taken to its next logical conclusion. And so a new heresy came onto the scene in addition to 
Arianism. Known as Pneumatomachians, “enemies of the Spirit,” they further denied the deity and, in some 
cases, even the personhood of the Holy Spirit. And so, in 381 another Council was held in Constantinople 
which not only reaffirmed the Nicene Creed from 325, but added to it, especially concerning the Holy Spirit. 

Based upon this historical situation, while there are similarities to the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, 
the most noticeable difference with the newly expanded Nicene Creed is the enlarged confession on the Holy 
Spirit Himself. “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.” With 
these words, the Scriptural truth of the full deity of the Holy Spirit is affirmed, condemning any and all attempts 
to limit Him to being just a created creature of some kind, or being merely some sort of “divine force or energy” 
but not an actual person.  

So the creed comes through loud and clear! Only God can be the Lord and giver of life, both of body and 
soul, both of temporal and eternal life. And the Spirit does that divine work.4 Only God is to be worshipped and 
glorified. And the Holy Spirit is referred to as the Spirit of God and of glory (1 Peter 4:14). He, along with the 
Father and the Son, from whom He proceeds,5 subsist in the one divine essence we call “God.”6 Clearly then the 
Holy Spirit is true God.  

After these great affirmations concerning the Holy Spirit’s person, the creed then speaks about His work. 
First mentioned is His speaking through the prophets. This actually further confirms His deity, as we know the 
prophets spoke God’s Word and that it was the Spirit who moved them (2 Peter 1:21), so again the Holy Spirit 
must be true God. But His action of inspiring the Scriptures is one of the greatest works, for by He has given to 
the Church God’s Word, the very Word He then further works through to save people.7 Consequently, as a 
hugely important side-note (as it was not the prime focus of the creed’s initial authors), this confession of the 
Spirit’s work is also one of absolute confidence in the Bible as it confesses it to be verbally (each word) 
inspired, literally God-breathed, with “breath” another translation of the word “Spirit”!8 

Finally, in line with the Apostles’ Creed, the confession of the one Christian Church is presented, for it is 
the Holy Spirit who makes the Church by creating and preserving faith in Christ through the Word and 
Sacraments. The fact that the Church is here called apostolic confesses the truth that the apostles, along with the 
prophets before them (and so their inspired writings of both in the Bible), are the foundation of the Church of 
which Christ Jesus is the cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20). 

Next, the Spirit’s work through Baptism is confessed. The fact that there is only one Baptism reminds us 
that a person can only be “born again” one time. True, they may fall from the faith, but another baptism is never 
required, as repentance returns the person to the grace and blessings they have been given in and through their 

                                                            
4 E.g. Genesis 1:2; 2:7; Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30; John 3:3, 5; Revelation 22:1 (where the image of the water of life refers to the Holy 
Spirit and His life-giving work; cf. John 4:14; 7:37-39).  
5 Isaiah 11:4 (the breath of the Messiah, Jesus, is the Spirit, see also 2 Thessalonians 2:8); Matthew 10:20; John 14:16; 15:26; 16:7, 
13-14; Galatians 4:6; 1 Corinthians 2:12; 1 Peter 1:11. I gave a lot more Scripture references here because, historically, the words “and 
the Son” were not in the original 381 wording of the creed, but were added later, likely at the Synod of Toledo (589). This is still a 
point of separation between the Western churches (of which Lutheranism is included) and the Eastern (Orthodox) churches. The 
words were added to battle the continuing heresy of Arianism. But as these Scripture verses show, their addition is absolutely 
Biblically correct, proper, and necessary. 
6 Remember that God’s “name” (singular) is “The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (plural) which indicates the plurality of 
persons in one essence and, particularly in this case, that the Holy Spirit is included in God’s divine name and so must be God along 
with the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:19). 
7 John 6:63; Romans 10:17; 1 Corinthians 12:3. 
8 Cf. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 where the word “breathed” refers to His Spirit. 



original baptism. We note also the clear confession that Holy Baptism does not merely symbolize the 
forgiveness of sins, but actually gives it, just as Scripture declares.9 

Lastly, the final blessings of salvation (in the sense of fulfillment) are confessed, the resurrection of the 
body and the life everlasting. We think of our Lord’s promise, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved” 
(Mark 16:16). Now since believing (faith in Christ) is the gift and work of the Holy Spirit, and baptism is the 
new birth of water and the Spirit, we recognize that these blessings are the climatic works of the Spirit, when 
are bodies are raised as “spiritual bodies.”10 That is, when are bodies are “filled to the max” with the Holy Spirit 
and the glorious life which He gives so that we might enjoy the new heavens and earth! Truly, we cannot thank 
and praise the Holy Spirit enough for His blessings, especially the foundational blessing of faith in Jesus as our 
God and Savior, for from that, all the blessings Jesus won for us, beginning with the forgiveness of sins, 
become ours! 
 
In Christ by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit, 
Pastor Nerud 

Next month we will consider the historical background of the Athanasian Creed. 
 

We know God’s Word on the issue of transgenderism, that God created mankind as male and female and that 
He doesn’t make mistakes (trapping a man in a woman’s body, or vice versa).  We also know scientifically that 
gender is not merely external anatomy (as obvious as that is), but goes to our cellular level as one of the 
chromosomes the nucleus of our body’s cells is either XX or XY (sex determinant). Thus, it is not surprising that 
the “benefits of transitioning” are based upon bias and lies against God’s revelation in both Scripture and 
nature. Pastor Nerud. 

Puberty Blocker Shocker: Activist Docs Push Drugs for Kids11 
It seems counterintuitive, because it is. And yet, in the heat of a nationwide transgender debate, a group of 

"experts" has decided that puberty blockers, the same drugs linked to thousands of adult deaths, are good for 
kids. As part of a new Pediatrics article, three doctors claim to have found "positive mental health outcomes" 
for minors. That's interesting, a group of physicians is firing back, since only 2.5 percent of the children they 
studied actually took the drugs! 

There are plenty of other flaws in the research, Dr. Den Trumbull told me on Tuesday's "Washington 
Watch" -- not the least of which is that the data actually shows "the reverse of what they're claiming." Even if 
the experts can't bring themselves to admit that, he said, they should at least know "there's no benefit when the 
results are objectively looked at." But unfortunately, in their rush to get the media and the rest of America on 
their side for these radical treatments, they took what Dr. Trumbull calls, "a very biased and poor[ly] design[ed] 
approach." And in the end, the former president of the College of American Pediatricians agrees, they "achieved 
the results they desired to achieve." 

But you don't have to be a scientist or even a doctor to be suspicious about the findings. For starters, the 
authors of the study are affiliated with the pro-LGBT Fenway Institute, whose whole purpose is to promote 
these kinds of outcomes in research. So clearly, there was already a radical agenda at work. Secondly, a lot of 
young adults have come forward to talk about their horrible experiences on puberty blockers, and how much 
regret and depression they caused them. For a journal like Pediatrics to suggest that these treatments are healthy 
options, Dr. Trumbull argues, [is] "extremely dangerous." "And unfortunately," he warns, "the American 
Academy of Pediatrics [has] been doing this more and more with social issues. It's a very prestigious 
organization that in general is very objective in its research, but not when it comes to [LGBT] issues." 

Most people assume that researchers on such a controversial topic would follow the most rigorous standards 
for their study. "But in this situation, they have not... It's a study based on interviews," Dr. Trumbull says. "It's 
what's called a cross-sectional study that cannot prove causality. It can only show association. And then, finally, 

                                                            
9 Acts 2:38; 22:16. 
10 1 Corinthians 15:44. 
11 By Tony Perkins; March 11, 2020; https://www.frc.org/get.cfm?i=WA20C21&f=WU20C06. Underlined texts are links in the online 
article. Tony Perkins's Washington Update is written with the aid of FRC (Family Research Council) senior writers. 



it's not a longitudinal study. In other words, they didn't take a group of adolescents, follow them over 10, 15, 20 
years and see the results of the therapy that they instituted in the beginning." Instead, they're just interviewing 
these kids who identify as transgenders, asking them about their past, and whether they feel better about what 
they did or not. 

So when the researchers say teenagers would be less suicidal on these drugs, they're being fundamentally 
dishonest. When you sit down and compare the two groups of children -- those who took the drugs and those 
who didn't -- there's really no difference, Dr. Trumbull argues. And yet, all of that information is buried in the 
charts and ignored. The bottom line is, "It's not based on science." But the problem is, legislators, educators, and 
the media are looking to the "experts" at places like the American Academy of Pediatrics and taking their word 
for it. "So the whole movement is being misled and parents are being misled as well." 

"You can change the way [kids] look. You can stop perfectly normal puberty from occurring, which is 
harmful in and of itself. But you can't change the chromosomal makeup of the child. So these children do need 
help, but they don't need cross-sex hormones. They don't need puberty blockers. They don't need gender 
surgery, gender reversal surgery. What they need is counseling. And that's not the primary message of these 
larger organizations." 
 

                    WORSHIP SERVICES 
 Even in these days of unrest and unknows, we do have a mighty God who fights for us. This is 
truth and something we can rely on. 
 All Lenten and Sunday services continue to be streamed Live on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/) during the regular service times (7 pm for evening and 
10 am on Sundays). These streamed services will also be posted on our church website 
(churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org) the day following each service.  
 Please remember that work continues at St. John’s. Salaries and bills must be paid. Please consider sending your 
offerings through the mail to the church office.  
 

LIVING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IN DIFFICULT TIMES 
 We are living in a time of many unknowns, possible fear, depression and sadness. We can trust God is in control 
of all this and we can live in His promises. There are lots of ways that we can live showing our faith and shining brightly 
for Jesus. Here are a few to get you started. 

 Stay connected to God through devotions, daily reading of the Bible, continued prayer. If you need some 
help please contact the church office for materials. 

 Obey the guidelines given by our government and care for yourselves the best ways possible. 
 Reach out to your fellow man. Call, text, facetime others to give encouragement. Write letters and cards. 
 Maybe you can get needed items from a store for those who cannot get out, using safe distancing 

practices. 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
4 Mary Jo Gehn 
8 Brian Magerkurth 
9 Brad Gehn 
13 Jennifer Magerkurth 
13 Thad Curry 
15 Olivia Loenser 

20 Sabrina Smith 
21 Trevor Eastburn 
21 Margo Schillinger 
22 Jamie Eastburn 
22 Rylie Hallendorff 
23 Marcia Helke 

23 Christian Loenser 
23 Linda White 
24 Brenda Hallendorff 
30 Gannon Marckese 
30 Theresa Mosher 
30 Sarah Nerud 

 
 

 
 
APRIL BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

1 Carolyn Werner 
5 Beverly Peterson 
8 Luke Davila 
10 Roselyn Maeltzer 
10 Paul Mosher 
11 Lois Esterlein 
12 Joseph Schillinger 
13 Dan Maeltzer 

13 Karen Rasmussen 
14 Justine Mitchell 
14 Marilyn Woods 
15 Kathy Remick 
15 Mike Kolb 
19 Logan Raschke 
22 Derek Helke 
24 Caleb Nash 

27 Gayla Kroll 
27 Avery Magerkurth 
28 Jaimie Jorgensen 
29 Andrew Hock 
29 Brian Magerkurth 
30 Mary Jo Ge



APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
  5 Ken/Lisa Allison (1986) - 34 yrs 
  8 Carl/Heidi Freeman (2006) - 14 yrs  
  8 Marty/Coni Himmelman (1995) - 25 yrs 
14 Randy/Karen Rasmussen (2009) - 11 yrs 
18 Don/Sarah Hock (1998) - 22 yrs 

21 Jerry/Peggy Hickenbottom (1990) - 30 yrs 
26 Thomas/Emily Marckese  (2008) - 12 yrs 
27 Gary/Kathy Post (1968) – 52 yrs 
30 Jason/Cassie Dahl (2011) - 9 yrs 

 
OFFICE 

 Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.   
 Please use the email addresses below. Bulletins and sermons are posted on the website each week.  

  Terri Hock – churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org  
  Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 
  Facebook pages: https://www.facebook.com/St.JohnGLY/ (youth page) 
       https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ (church page) 

 Church doors are locked when Pastor and Terri are not in the building. 
 Check that all lights are off and all doors locked before leaving the building. 
 First Aid kits can be found in the kitchen next to the refrigerator and in the Preschool SS room (first room on right 

in Education Wing) on the counter. 
 

SPECIAL INGATHERING FOR CHRISTIAN CARE 
The LWML will continue collecting needed items for the Christian Care center in Rock Island during April. Deposit 

your donations in the box under the greeting card table. Items especially needed are flip flops/shower shoes, fabric 
softener sheets, Men's sweatpants (L to 2XL), men's jeans (30 to 34), and bleach. Other needed items are: napkins, toilet 
paper, paper towels, lotion, shaving cream, foot powder, hand soap, 13 & 39 gallon trash bags, sandwich and gallon size 
Zip-Loc bags, cooking spray, seasoning salt, sugar, coffee, black tea, creamer, canned fruit, condiments, salad dressings, 
and bus passes for IA and IL. Cash donations may be place in the can on the table. 

 
LWML NEWS 

 St. John’s LWML met Tuesday March 10, 2020 at 1:00 pm. We had 8 members, and Pastor Nerud present. Liz 
Neumann opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  
 Our focus this year is ‘In Praise to the LORD!’. Our praise verse for this month is: Great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praised. Psalm 48:1a 
 Liz Neumann gave the devotion “Light in the Darkness”, based on Psalm 121. Liz led our Topic study, “Why The 
Joy of the Lord is Our Strength” which was in our Quarterly. Liz also mentioned that this issue is the first with our new 
editor, Sheila Lutz who is also CID LWML president.  

Margo shared information on our eighth National Mite Grant project, ‘Lights for Christ Scholarships in 
Guatemala’ for $95,000.00. 
 Minutes were approved as written. Correspondence received came from Bethesda, Lutheran World Relief, and 
Christian Care 
 The treasurer’s report is as follows and will be filed for review. February receipts – Mites $370.00, Missions $50, 
Operating $22. February distributions – Mites $370.00, Operating $25. Balance: Missions $332.81, Operating $53.32.  
OLD BUSINESS 

 Visit homebound - A meeting was held with Pastor Nerud and a schedule has been set up for 2 teams plus 
1 single to visit each homebound quarterly. 

 “For Women Only” – a meeting for this project was held. It was suggested to hand out surveys to see 
what interest the ladies of our congregation might have in special events. We took several minutes to 
review the proposed survey. This will be presented to the congregation, March 15. The return date for 
these will be March 29th. 

 Betty Firch will take care of pill bottle collection. 
 Information on the District convention in April has been received. Margo and Wanda are interested in 

attending if schedules permit. 
NEW BUSINESS – No new business 

We closed our meeting joining together in reciting Mite Prayer # 3 together. We wished Bev a belated birthday. 
Next month Betty will have devotion and topic. Marilyn will serve as hostess.  

A time of fellowship followed as we enjoyed several St. Patrick cakes served by Carolyn Werner. 
                                                                                                     Respectfully submitted by, Terri Hock, Secretary 



YOUTH NEWS/ SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 During these times when the world is in chaos, we are sure that our mighty God is in control 
and He will not leave us. Keep your eyes on Him and trust His promise: 
 Deuteronomy 31:8 (ESV) “It is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he 
will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 

Deuteronomy 31:6 (ESV) “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be 
in dread of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave 

you or forsake you.” 
          Isaiah 41:10 (ESV) “fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am 
your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 
 CPH, the Missouri Synod and Central IL District all have materials families can use for the continued Christian 
education of your children. Use this time to especially teach how much God loves and cares for each of us. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
During the season of Lent there will be no flowers on the Altar. We want to observe this time of 

penitential reflection. If your special event falls during these weeks, why not consider giving on another 
Sunday. 

Easter Lilies will grace our sanctuary Easter Sunday. Although the order has been made, I may be 
able to add to it if you missed the cut-off date of March 15th. 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not whether a 

Christian should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should give to their church. 
The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: “Should 

Christians give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at why 
you should or should not tithe. 

Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a 
tithe to their church. 

Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New 
Testament. Lacking that command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for 
giving a tithe to your congregation. 

Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. They give of 
their time and their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to more than a tithe. 

Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and they want to 
support those things alongside their church. 

And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid 
their gift will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the things they use, want, or need. 

Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church. 
Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, the Old 

Testament people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often describes the giving 
Christians are to do in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of their 
income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7). 

But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? Where 
did it go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the Levites. They were not 
given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the ministry. 

What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel 
should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther put in the Small 
Catechism’s Table of Duties to cover what Christians owe to the support of the ministry. 

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians in their 
giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do? 

Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What would you say 
to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There, is after all, no passage in the 
New Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it 



states simply for Christians to not neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands 
Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the 
goal. 

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be something like 
this: “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will 
only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to attain it.” 

This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically 
commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and New 
Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents, 
and treasures. 
 

EVANGELISM 
 If anyone thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more…  Yet with all he had, St. Paul knew he 

had placed his confidence in the wrong place.  Many still don’t know this about themselves.  Your confidence is in Christ, 
and in this confidence make known to others the confidence they can have in Him who gives life and salvation. 

 
Suffering happens all around us. Sometimes it comes in the form of a natural disaster; other times it's a 

form of terror brought on by humans. Sometimes suffering is fueled by economic or medical conditions; at 
other times it appears randomly. Suffering comes in many different forms, but they all drive us back to that age-
old question, "Where's God in All of This." Get understanding and help in this booklet in the narthex tract 
rack. 

 
HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU? 

 Each week there is a small group of women who gather for prayer. They pray for the needs of their families, this 
congregation and its members, our community, nation and world. All are invited to join them whenever possible. There is 
no greater way to serve than through prayer.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:6-7 

We also have a ‘Prayer Chain’. All prayer requests can be made to the office and a special prayer will 
be sent to those prayer warriors. For more information on either group, contact the church secretary. 

‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’! 
There are bright orange prayer request cards in the pew rack. Use these to let us know how we can 

pray for you or your loved ones.  Place these cards in the offering plate or in the church office. 
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

James 5:16b 
 

COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS 
During the month of April, we ask you remember the Board of Finance: Jim Stonehouse, and Beverly Peterson. 

Their job of paying the bills and caring for all the financial needs and decisions of this church is great. Pray for them to 
have God’s guidance and wisdom in carrying out their duties. 
 
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of their need to be in regular worship in 

church on Sunday and that we as their brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them. 
Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work. 
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better understanding of God’s love and 

mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday. 
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women. 
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their confirmation 

promises. Bless and increase their numbers. 
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and minister to 

their special needs. 
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will reach 

out to help provide for those needs. 



Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran church 
and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus. 

 
REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED! 

ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show 
mercy these members of St. John’s: 
Drew Schillinger 
Arlyn Helke 
Derek Helke 
Jim/Shirley Dahl 
Jim Rahn 

Bob Esterlein 
Joyce Miller   
Lee/Lynne Johnson 
Rob Dagit 
Barrett Hock   

Lillian Hock 
Paula Mooney 
Carolyn Werner 
Betty Firch            
Rosalie Jorgenson 

John Neumann 
Carolyn Wildermuth 
Tim/Kristy Wolfe 
Marilyn Woods 

 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS: 

Andrew, Sarah, John, Daniel Hill (seminary student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Diana Helke (sister-in-law of Arlyn and Marcia Helke) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Mike Rowlands (friend of Arlyn/Marcia Helke)   
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 

Nick Fredrickson (neighbor of Linda Aper) 
Casey Powers (husband of Lisa (Bear) Powers) 
Paul Werner (brother of Dan Werner) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDe Rostyne (friend of Bob/Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Sandy Buester (wife of Rev. Alan Buester) 
Family of Brandon Gehn 
Connie Cunningham  (employee of Brad Gehn)

 
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES: 

Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Hock) 
James Ballegeer (son of Dave & Robin Ballegeer) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Tyler Mahsem (son of Phil & Teresa Mahsem) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday on the following Stations at the listed times. 

  WGEN  Kewanee, IL  1500 AM  5:30 am 
  WKEI  Kewanee, IL  1450 AM  5:00 am 
  KCLN  Clinton, IL  1390 AM  9:30 am 
  WMT  Cedar Rapids, IA   600 AM  6:30 am 

You can receive Daily Devotions to your computer. Go to lhmin@lhm.org 

 
Opening Thoughts:    
“Let not your hearts be troubled!” Jesus told His disciples as He 
announced His imminent arrest, leaving them (in death), to go to the 
Father. “Let not your hearts be troubled!” is Jesus’ word to His people 
at all times. The world around us is troubled by sooo many things. 
Right now, it is in a panic because a tiny virus has infected 0.00007% of the world’s population, and hastened the death of 
0.00002% of China’s population. I understand why so many are afraid of such a slight risk of death. They have no hope 
for life after death. But Jesus assures us: “Let not your hearts be troubled! Believe in God, believe also in Me” (John 
14:1). Jesus’ death and resurrection saved us from eternal death and paid our way into Paradise by atoning for the sins of 
the world. We know Jesus’ message to the world: “You do not believe” and are in a troubled panic, “because you are not 
of My sheep ... My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:26-28). May God calm our troubled world 



with Jesus’ Gospel message: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, even if he dies, he will live” 
(John 11:25). 
Pastor Mark Eddy 
 
Pray For Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by your church’s Mission Dollars to the District. “Finally, 
brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored.  In your prayers, please remember to 
thank God for Pastor Doug Evenson, Vicar Tyler McMiller, and Maria Guijosa at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Beardstown. The Lord is using them to bless this congregation’s continuing Latino outreach. 
  
Planning a Mission Festival? Find help on the CID website. Our Mission Festival Toolkit offers a suggested sermon, a 
listing of CID missions and contact information on CID mission speakers, PowerPoint presentations on some CID 
missions, an archive of Mission Stories, suggestions on funding a Mission Festival, and more. Go online to 
http://www.cidlcms.org/missionfestivaltoolkit.html 
 

FROM SEMINARIAN ANDREW HILL 
 Greetings from Fort Wayne! My family and I are doing very well. I am on Spring break between quarters now 
and having a great time with my family. The previous quarter ended smoothly, leaving me looking forward to new 
classes. We get two weeks of Spring break. The first week I was out of town touring with the Kantorei (the men’s choir of 
the Seminary). We sang at evening services in various towns throughout Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and Illinois. It was 
great to get to know so many congregations and their pastors. Many churches don’t know anything about the Seminary, so 
Kantorei tours are an opportunity to tell about what we do and study by singing for worship and staying in the homes of 
members of the congregations. 
 My wife is glad to have me back home, however. We will use this second week of break to get all sorts of things 
done around the house. Here in Indiana, Spring is starting to slip by all the Winter weather. We had our first Crocus 
bloom on Monday! A few days in the upper 50s let us play at the park and get yard work done. Now the rain is back and 
we hear that rain is the primary feature of Spring here. 
 I am also using my break to start reading for the Spring quarter. My new classes will include Church History 3 
(the history of Lutheranism from 1580-21st century) with Dr. Mayes, Catechetics with Dr. Grobien where we will be 
learning how to teach the Scriptures (catechize), a theology of missions class with Dr. Shultz, Pauline Epistles with Dr. 
Peter Scaer and the soon to be Dr. Koonz, and finally Dogmatics 2 (Christology) with Dr. David Scaer. It will be a really 
good quarter, though very challenging. 
 I spend all my free time with my boys. John turned two in January and boy are the two’s exciting. He chatters 
away all the time and with exaggerated facial expressions tries to convince Sarah and me about stuff. He is going to be a 
public speaker. He is always running, back and forth down the hall or around in circles in the middle of the floor. He 
jumps off the couch and usually lands it. He loves playing chase and ball and tractors. You can see Daniel growing every 
day. He is almost 5 months old and is the happiest kid ever. He smiles at everybody and laughs at his brother. He is really 
starting to grow that soft baby hair and is getting fat. He rolls over and desperately wants to somehow be more active. 
 Sarah is very happy. She is thriving here in Fort Wayne. She meets each challenge of motherhood and embraces 
it. You should see the way my boys smile at her. Adding to our new interests are bird watching (we bought a bird feeder), 
and we hope to start a garden as soon as it is warm enough. I am so blessed to have Sarah as my helper. God continues to 
be very good to me and my family.  
 Thank you all for your prayers and various kinds of support. Seminary is a difficult task, but as with all difficult 
tasks, the more enjoyable for it. Please continue to keep us in your prayers. God bless your Lententide.  
                                              In Christ, Andrew R. Hill 

 
 
   Listen to:    
  Music of the Church,  
             Morning Chapel,  
                    and Issues, Etc. 
 

Christ Centered, Cross-Focused Talk Radio anytime at: 
LUTHERAN PUBLICRADIO.ORG 
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Several years ago, Monday after Easter I had a 

chiropractic appointment. During the time I have been 

visiting this chiropractor, the nurse and I have talked 

about our church affiliations and our responsibility to be 

witnesses to our neighbors. She always asks me about 

the Bible texts I use for my sermons, and I usually share 

a short message with her. She is always kind and happy.  

But that day she was different. I noticed it in her facial 

expression. She was sad. She had been asking a patient 

about her Easter celebration, but the patient didn’t believe in the Resurrection. The patient said to 

her that Easter Sunday was just a regular Sunday, like any other Sunday with nothing to celebrate. 

The nurse had thought that this person believed in Jesus’ Resurrection. She was wrong. This person 

was nice and kind, but didn’t believe in Jesus. Discovering this about her friend discouraged this 

Christian nurse. I tried to encourage her and give her comfort.  

 

The tomb is empty! Christ is risen! Yes, indeed!  
 

This is a familiar situation among unbelievers, isn’t it? Do 

you feel sad when a relative or friend tells you that he doesn’t 

believe in Jesus? Are you really sad or do you just brush it 

aside and say, “It’s okay!”?  

 

• God gave the command to all Christians to be His 

witnesses in a world which doesn’t believe in Him. We need 

to share the Good News. With His help, we can bring people 

to Jesus’ feet and thus change their eternal destination.  

 

• We can give our support, help and prayers to pastors, missionaries, deacons and fellow 

church members who share the Gospel with unbelievers in order that the Holy Spirit can open 

their hearts and minds so that they will trust in God. This includes our relatives and friends. We 

don’t want condemnation for them. 

 

• As Christians, we know where our hope is, in Jesus. By God’s grace, we have been 

transformed and we are His children. We celebrate Easter, because our Savior is alive. We join 

with Peter and say, " Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy 

he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in 

heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 

that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly rejoice”. (1Peter 1:3-6a) 
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March 17, 2020 

 

Re: COVID-19, Coronavirus pandemic 

 

Dear beloved in Christ, 

 

As of this last Friday, I was greatly concerned that too much hype was being generated by the 

media about this illness and was quite skeptical about some of the seemingly contradictory 

recommendations that were being offered by many venues. 

Over this weekend, my thinking changed, even from Sunday morning to Sunday evening.  I 

became concerned as I looked at statistics that explained that in 2 weeks the confirmed cases in 

the United States had gone from 100 to 3300 on Sunday and as of today there were close to 4200 

cases (CDC count).  Although about 99% of those who catch the virus will survive it, we should 

not overlook the suggestions that are being made to forestall further spread of COVID-19 where 

we can. 

I am convinced that while trusting in the Lord who can do far greater in stemming this virus 

than even the finest and greatest professionals, it is also not good to put the Lord to the test by 

asking Him to do what we are unwilling to do ourselves.  “God is our Fortress and our Strength, 

an ever-present help in times of trouble.”  (Psalm 46:1)  Even in the case of certain highly 

contagious diseases in the Bible divine mandate stated that contact should be avoided.  God had 

His own recommendations for quarantine or “Social Distancing.” 

Some will have to trust the Lord for divine protection more than others when their vocation 

puts them on the front line of service to their neighbor, such as medical personnel, first 

responders, and pastors.  Most will take common-sense precautions to avoid exposure as they 

receive recommendations of appropriate behavior.  The latest information includes avoiding 

gatherings of more than 10 people, discretionary travel, and going to bars and restaurants.  A 

number of other public venues such as theaters and cinemas, and public and private schools have 

been asked to close by government authorities. 

I have been in consultation with our leadership in the Church at large and locally, and I am 

recommending that we follow some basic precautions. 

Be concerned for those in high risk categories: 1) Those above age 65. 2) Those with serious 

preexisting health conditions that weaken their immunities (heart and lung disease, diabetes). 3) 

Those already displaying symptoms. 

Use common-sense and good hygiene practices and avoid physical contact. 

Some of our larger congregations are not holding public worship services for the next two 

weeks but are providing on-line devotions, Facebook contacts, or live-streamed services in their 

stead.  Most of these congregations will reevaluate what they will do after April 1st based on the 

best information and public health recommendations available at that time.  Pastors and 
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congregational leadership should be in regular communication at this time to determine what 

each congregation is going to do and how they will keep the membership informed.  Pastors 

should be in contact with each other in order to know what local congregations are doing.  

Perhaps Circuit Visitors can contact hospitals in their area so that Pastors are kept aware of what 

visitation practices are allowed or curtailed. 

The economic impact at this time is going to require that people maintain regular support of 

their congregation when and where they can. 

I have received many phone calls and emails from Pastors and congregational leadership, and 

I make myself available for any consultation at any time. 

We continue in prayer for the pastors, people, parishes, parochial schools and teachers of the 

Central Illinois District, and in the long run, we are reminded that “All things work together for 

good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose.”  Our loving God assures 

us, “I will never leave you nor forsake you!”  We commend ourselves into His gracious care and 

keeping.   

  

In His service, 

Rev. Mark A. Miller 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
ELDER 

Brad Gehn 
ACOLYTE 

Nicole Nerud 
USHERS 

Donald Hock 
Sarah Hock 

Andrew Hock 
Joshua Hock 

1 2 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Elders 6  pm 
Confirmation  7 pm 

3 4 

5 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 

6 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

7 
Stewardship 9 am 

8 9 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Maundy Thursday 
   Worship/Comm 7 pm 
 

10 
TreOre 12-3 pm @ 
             Immanuel, RI 
Good Friday Worship 
                          7 pm 

11 

12 
Worship/Comm 7 am 
Easter Breakfast 8 am 

13 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

14 
LWML 1 pm 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
Council 6:30 pm 

15 
Confirmation  7 pm 

16 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
Bible Study 1:30 pm 

17 18 

19 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship/Comm 10 am 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

21 22 
Confirmation  7 pm 

23 
Prayer Circle 8 am 

24 25 

26 
SS/Adult/Youth Bible  
                 Study 8:45am 
Worship 10 am 

27 
 
 
 
Pastor’s Day Off 

28 
SM Supervision 4 pm 
SS Teachers  6:30 pm 

29 
Confirmation  7 pm 

30 
Prayer Circle 8 am 
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