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Based upon Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen  

Opening Versicles 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 
 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 
C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 
C Your Word is truth. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for-
ever. Amen. 

 

Psalm 148  
1Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
 praise him in the heights! 
 2Praise him, all his angels; 
 praise him, all his hosts! 
 

3Praise him, sun and moon, 
 praise him, all you shining stars! 
 4Praise him, you highest heavens, 
 and you waters above the heavens! 
 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord! 
 For he commanded and they were created. 
 6And he established them forever and ever; 
 he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 
 

7Praise the Lord from the earth, 
 you great sea creatures and all deeps, 
 8fire and hail, snow and mist, 
 stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
 

9Mountains and all hills, 
 fruit trees and all cedars! 
 10Beasts and all livestock, 
 creeping things and flying birds! 
 

11Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers of the earth! 
 12Young men and maidens together, 
 old men and children! 
 

13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
 for his name alone is exalted; 
 his majesty is above earth and heaven. 
  



14He has raised up a horn for his people, 
 praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel who are   
   near to him. Praise the Lord!  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Sit 
 

First Reading                                   Acts 4:32-35, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle                                           1 John 1:1-2:2, on back of bulletin 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand  
Holy Gospel                                            John 20:19-31, on back of bulletin 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Responsory 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Catechism 
Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-

vant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 
 

          Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  
       dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Second Article 
Redemption 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 

What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 
from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is 
my Lord, 
 

who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, pur-
chased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 
 

that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 



blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 
to all eternity. 
 

 This is most certainly true.  
 
Office Hymn: 470 O Sons and Daughters of the King       (sts. 1–8)  

 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 
That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples’ word. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 
And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 
He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

8 How blest are they who have not seen 
And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Sermon 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs.  
After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and con-
versation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and forever.      

C Amen. 
 

Collect for the Church 
P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and 

the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word 
may not be bound but have free course and be preached to 
the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in stead-
fast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your 
name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 



Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
Hymn to Depart: 720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight  

Silent Prayer 
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HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
    

Rev. Timothy Nerud                              Pastor 
      309-949-2516 (Office) 
 309-949-2517 (Home) 
 612-940-8138 (Cell) 
 

 +In God’s Grace—In God’s Service+ 
 

Elder:  Aaron Raschke  
 

Videographer: Joel Werling 
 

Ushers:  Larry Hock, Larry Kane 
 

Organist: John Neumann 
 

Today’s Readings: First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
   Epistle: 1 John 1:1-2:2  
   Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

WE PRAY: Lord Jesus, risen Lord, whose love suffers long and is kind, as 
You were once patient with Thomas, the doubter, be patient with us and show 
us the nailholes again lest our humanness get in the way of our faith; who with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. 
Amen. 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
 We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. 
John’s. Our Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper 
handed down from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the 
Church’s life of prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of 
service, please ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you 
will receive rich spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and 
power of our risen Christ be yours always. 
 

IF YOU DESIRE a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours  (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours  (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
  (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 



  (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
  (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 
LIVE STREAMED SERVICES are available on St. John’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and posted on Monday on the 
church website: www. stjohnsgeneseo.org found under the ‘Sermon’ tab and  

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

Sunday school—NA   Adult Bible Class—NA     Worship—85 
 

   OFFERING 
Offering  last week                                                 $7,211.00 
Weekly Budget needed             $3,967.56 
Total for Cristo Rey             $5,724.00 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 

Today     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship 
Tuesday     1:00 pm LWML 
      6:30 pm Council meeting 
Wednesday     5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday     8:45 am SS/Adult w/Youth Bible Study 
    10:00 am Divine Worship/Communion 
                 
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
LORD and seek him in his temple.                                                     Psalm 27:4 
 
JOHN 20:19 – “Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
‘Peace be with you.’ ” The peace we have in Jesus is what makes a life of good 
works possible. Since we know that it is Jesus who saved us – not our works – 
we are now free to do good works. Good works shouldn’t be done out of self-
interest but for the right reasons – out of thanksgiving toward God and love for 
our neighbors. 
 
PLEASE CHECK the attendance sheet for you and your family members, 
marking each one attending the worship service and taking communion when 
being served. Thank you for your help. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember how God works to strengthen the faith of His people as you pray: 

MISSION–Pray that church members would eagerly volunteer their time and 
talents to support the congregation’s educational programs, such as vacation 
Bible school, Sunday school and groups for young families. Pray also that 
LCMS members would eagerly participate in Bible studies, small-group discus-
sions and private study. 
  
ST. JOHN’S—Mrs. Linda White—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 

and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and in righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Roy and Linda 
and ask your blessing on them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Drew Schillinger Jim Rahn  Carolyn Wildermuth   
Arlyn Helke  Lois Esterlein   Lynne Johnson 
Derek Helke  Lillian Hock  Jim Dahl 
Carolyn Werner Betty Firch  John Erdman 
Paula Chapa  Linda Aper  Seth Winchell 
Andrew Hill, Sarah, John, Daniel  (2019/2020 Seminary Student) 
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Mike Miller (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon & Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St John Laborer For Christ) 
Pam Bennett (friend of Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer) 
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Kelly Wechsler (cousin of Bob Wechsler) 
Kathleen VanDeRostyne (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Joseph Baamonde (Friend of Paula Mooney) 
Clinton Kane Family (son of Sandy Kane) 
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son) 
Harley Hepner (cousin of Sarah Hock) 
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry) 
Glenn McAdam (friend of Bob & Sherry Wechsler) 
Justin Fowler ( son of Kathy & Kurt Gehn) 
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy & Richard Davila (daughter & son-in-law of Dale & Linda Aper) 
Luke & Nicole Thompson (son & daughter-in-law of John & Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Tyler Hynes (nephew of Mark Ague) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn) 
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew & wife of Bob & Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter clinched it for Paul. If God’s Son, divine 
and holy from all eternity, would take on human flesh for me, obey the com-
mandments for me, suffer and die for me, and rise again to guarantee my for-
giveness and resurrection, there can be no doubt. He loves me.” Rev. Mark Jes-
ke, Time of Grace – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
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Second Sunday of Easter 
April 11, 2021 
Sermon Text: John 20:19-31 (Gospel)   
Other Texts: Acts 4:32-35 (First Reading); 1 John 1:1-2:2 (Epistle)  
 

“Three Great Truths” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace, be yours from God our Father through faith in Jesus, our risen Lord. 
 
St. Luke begins his book of Acts saying, “[Jesus] presented himself alive to [the apostles] after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.”i So today’s Gospel gives an example of that which Acts summarizes.  
 
Our Gospel reading really has three main points. First, we are made privy to two of those 
occasions on which our Lord appeared to His apostles as the events recorded take place on two 
different days. The first part, when Thomas is not there, happens on the evening of Easter 
Sunday, the same day the Lord rises from the dead. The second part of the reading, when 
Thomas is present, takes place the following Sunday, which is why this is always the appointed 
Gospel text for the second Sunday of Easter. 
 
Just as Acts says, a primary reason for our Lord’s appearing on these two evenings, in addition to 
the other times, was to show them, prove to them, that He is truly alive. And not just in a spiritual 
sense (the soul is always alive) and certainly not in some demonic sense (a “ghost”), but truly 
alive in body as well as soul, since any other “resurrection” is no resurrection at all! 
 
It is true that the risen Lord demonstrates that He is no longer limiting Himself as He did during 
His time of humiliation. Having begun His state of exaltation, He now just appears in the middle 
of a locked room, bypassing all physical structures. Yet, while being in this new state of being, 
He also indicates that it remains truly Him, showing them His hands where the nails had pierced 
Him and His side where the spear had run Him through. He shows them His wounds, not 
because He is hindered by them, or in any pain from them, but first and foremost to prove that it 
is truly He, the same Jesus whom they had loved and followed for nearly three years, and whom 
they had seen arrested, brutalized, crucified, and buried in a tomb so very dead three days earlier. 
And so it is not surprising in the least that “the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.”ii 
 
In addition to proving He was alive, the book of Acts states that Jesus also appeared to the 
apostles to teach them further about the kingdom of God. And so in the second place, today’s 
Gospel gives us an example of Jesus’ teaching as well. For when He appears to them He says: 
 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”iii   
 

Here is recorded a bit of our Lord’s teaching about the kingdom of God, specifically a renewed 
commission of the apostles by the Lord and to what we refer to as the Office of the Keys. The 
word apostle actually means “one who is sent.” So Jesus is the Father’s apostle and now these 
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men become apostles of the risen Christ, sent by Him into the world. Sent into a world of sinners 
who stand condemned before the holy God, not to condemn it further, but to bring Jesus’ 
completed work of redemption to it so that sinners can be saved through faith in Him.iv The work 
of redemption which is nothing more, nor less than, the forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness earned 
by His righteous life as well as His innocent suffering and death as mankind’s substitute under 
the holy Law, His blood making our scarlet sins as white as wool.v     
 
Yet, His death on the cross and mighty resurrection, while amazing, would also be amazingly 
useless if no one, or only a few, knew of it. So the apostles are sent to proclaim the Gospel, the 
good news that God has forgiven us all our sins for the sake of His crucified and risen Son. And 
so it is the Office of the Keys with which Christ has commissioned His apostles, the message 
which, like a key, opens the kingdom of heaven. For it is our sins yes, our sinful nature which 
produces all manner of sins, that keeps us out of God’s kingdom, locked in the cells of Satan’s 
kingdom. Cells of slavery to sin in this life, which will receive their due reward in the next, 
eternal imprisonment and suffering. But the forgiveness of sins is like a key which throws open 
Satan’s prison in which we are trapped, releasing the weight of our sins as they, like heavy 
chains, fall from us, and the once locked pearly gates of heaven are opened to us!  
 
So it was the apostles and the called ministers of the Word after them who are to carry out 
Christ’s commission to administer the Office of the Keys. Doing such by preaching the Gospel, 
by administering the holy sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and by speaking the 
Absolution, the forgiveness of sins, to all who repent of their sins and truly desire to do better. So 
we find another reason our Lord’s body still has its wounds: they prove the efficacy of His 
means of grace by being the reason His Spirit can work in and through them upon us.     
 
Dear friends, it is true that in our current culture, unbelief and open wickedness are assaulting all 
who bear the name of Christ. But it is also true that what remains of our current Christian culture 
is far more informed by Reformed Protestant theology than Biblical Lutheran teaching. Thus it is 
not surprising that the Office of the Keys, specifically that part that deals with Confession and 
Absolution, is basically ignored in much of Christian writing and devotion today. And if it is 
mentioned, it is commonly denigrated as being “Catholic” and so despised and rejected. Yet, it is 
none other than the risen Lord who has called His Church to forgive sins, declaring that such is 
valid in heaven as well. So it is neither “Catholic clericalism” nor the arrogance of our own 
pastors that leads us to speak the Absolution, but is in fact obedience to the risen Lord, the King 
of the kingdom of which we have been made part by baptism and faith. 
 
But far from being offended by the ministers speaking for God, sincere Christians who 
understand the Office of the Keys thank and praise God for that very thing. For it is easy to trust 
in Christ and His forgiveness when all is generally well. But when times are hard, when it seems 
that God is far away, that He is angry with us, when our conscience weighs heavily on us 
condemning us for our sins, times like these can be hard to bear, overwhelming us, filling us with 
doubts, leading us to despair of His love. And we might wonder, where can I go to know what 
God really thinks of me? But we can quit wondering, because we know exactly where to go. 
 
We do not need to climb up to heaven, which is impossible anyway. Nor do we need to look to 
our works, our life, for these are spotty at best, and it may well be a work, that is, a sinful one in 
our life, that is the reason we are questioning God’s grace towards us. We do not need to listen to 
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our speculative thoughts, our rolling emotions, nor any other inner voice, as we know too well 
that they might as easily be from our sinful nature as our new one, yes, they may as well be from 
an evil spirit as the Holy Spirit, thus leaving us still in doubt at best, mislead at worst.  
 
No. Our dear Lord would not leave us in such a state of doubt and despondency. So He 
commands His ministers to speak in His place as His ambassadors, speaking His word of 
absolution, the full and free forgiveness of sins so that you, His precious people for whom He 
died and rose, would know His heart towards you, that it is filled with pure grace, mercy, and 
love! No wonder that many faithful Lutherans find the Absolution in the Divine Service one of 
the most precious parts! No wonder that no small number of faithful Lutherans find private 
confession and absolution to be such a spiritual blessing in the midst of those dark times! 
 
That is also why He gives the retaining key to His Church, that His ministers would also have 
His authority to not forgive the sins of those who are not repentant, refusing to turn from their 
sinful ways, claiming a spiritual knowledge and authority of their own. As such is nothing but a 
devilish delusion which leads to eternal destruction, Christ commands His preachers to retain the 
sins of the impenitent, to tell them that they are not forgiven, so by that Word of their own 
eternal condemnation looming over them they would be brought to their senses and repent while 
it is still the day of grace before the night of judgment falls upon them. God grant us to heed the 
words of the Keys as what they truly are, God’s voice from heaven, that by them we would 
remain in sincere repentance over our sins, as well as certain of Christ’s forgiveness.      
 
The third main point of today’s Gospel is the Lord’s appearance to Thomas after he doubted that 
He had truly risen, demanding to see Him, to touch Him. And so the Lord appears to Thomas, 
lets him touch Him, even as He rebukes his lack of faith. Now please note, Thomas’s fault was 
not so much that his faith sprang from sight. After all, that was the case for all the other apostles 
and the women as well, as none of them remembered Jesus’ promise to rise on the third day until 
they actually saw Him risen. No Thomas’ fault was that he spurned the sight of other trustworthy 
witness whom he should have believed. 
 
And so we come to Jesus’ promise that each of us holds dear, “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.”vi Unlike the apostles and the women at the tomb, we have not seen 
Jesus. Unlike Thomas, we haven’t received a special visit from the resurrected Lord and almost 
certainly will not. Yet we are not living by blind faith. For the apostles, the women at the tomb, 
James, and even over 500 believers on one occasion, they all saw Jesus alive. They were willing 
to suffer for their confession, even die in the most excruciating ways, which would have stopped 
the minute they stopped confessing Him. But they wouldn’t. Why? There is only one reason that 
makes any sense: they truly saw the risen Lord! They were eyewitnesses to His resurrection, 
proven trustworthy by their willingness to suffer and die, as that gives proof to their testimony 
which, seeing Him, led them to see their own resurrection to eternal life in Him.  
 
So my friends, we are wise to heed their witness. Even more, we are blessed. Blessed right now 
by being part of the kingdom of God through faith, brought into it and kept in it by the ongoing 
exercise of the Office of the Keys in our midst. Blessed in the world to come when our bodies 
will be raised in glory to live forever with Him in the new heavens and earth.  
 
God keep us in His kingdom by the faithful use of the Office of the Keys even unto glory. Amen!   
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i Acts 1:3. All quotes are from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii John 20:20b. 
iii John 20:21-23. 
iv John 3:16-17. 
v Isaiah 1:18. 
vi John 20:29. 


